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Certaine Adnettiſements to the Read-r; 


VF Ae JS>] Booke,had my Health and Meanes beene 
NS A&D JF 21 anſwerable to my defire : But being other- 
wie, 1 mujt intreate my Friends, to be content 10 be payd by peeces, 


as 1 may, and accept my willingneſſe to yeeld as much as mine abi- 
lity cats petferme. It 1rmore then the worke of one man ( were hee 
of neuzr ſo ſtrong forces ) to compoſe a paſſable Contexture of the 
whole Hiſtory of England. For, although the inquiftion of Ancient 
times, written by others,be prepared, yet the '® ollefFion and Diſpoſition 
1finde moſt Laborious : and I know , quam fir magnum dare ali- 


tent with Otdinaries. For mine owne part I am ſo greedy of doing 
well as nothing ſuffices the app -tite of my care herein. I had rather 
be Maſter of aſmall peece handſomely cdntriued, then of vaſte roomes 
ill proportioned,and onfurniſhed © and 1 know many others are of my| 
minde. | | 
Now for what 1haue done, which is the greateſt part of our Hi 
ſtory ( and wherein,I dare auow, ur more together of the maine, then | 
hath beene yet comtrafted into one peece) 1 am to render an account | 
whence I had*my furniture: which if I haue omitted to charge my 
Margin wvithall, I would haue the Reader to know, that in the Lines 
of William the Firſt, William the Serond; Henty the Firſt, and 
A 3 Stephen; 


_ 


7 Hu Peece of our Hiſtory, which here I di- 
SSN uulge not, but impart priuately to ſuch Wor- 
4 thy perſons as haue fawoured my indeauors 
Fa herein, (hould long fince haue beene much 
918; tore : and come abpoad with Dedicati- 
D) bn, Preface, and all the Complements of a 


| 


uid in manus hominum, eſpecially in this kinde, wherein more |”. 
i expefied then hath beene delivered before. (uriofity will not be con-panu 


= 


TO THE READER. 


—— 


| aſſoone as I haue meanes to Print ſhall, for the better ſatisfying of ſuch 
==] Worthy perſons,as may make vſe of ſuch Materials, accompany this Col-. 
= | leftion: andiothis Appendix, I] haue madereferences in the Margin, 


Stephen; I haue efpecially followed William Malmsbury,Ingulphus, 
RogerHouucden, Huntingdon, wh all ſuch Colleftions, as haue 
beene made out of others for thoſe times. In the Liues of Henry 
the Second,Richardthe Fir}, lohn,and Henry the Third : Giraldus 
Cambrenfis, Ruſhanger, Mar.Paris, Mar. Weltmin(t.Nich. Triuer, 
Caxton,and others. Inthe Liues of Edward the Fir}, Edward the 
Second,and Third : Froiflart and Walſingham, with ſuch colleftions 
as by Polydore Virgile, Fabian, Grafton, Hall, Holingſhead, 
Stow and Speed, diligent and famous Trauailors in the ſearch of our 
Hiſtory, haue beene made and diuulged to the world. For forrayne bufi- | 
neſſes ( eſpecially with France, where we had moſt to doe) I haue for 
Authors , Paulus AEmilius, Haillan, Tiller, and others, without 
whom we cannot truely onderſtand our owne affaires. And where 0- 
therwiſe I haue had any ſupplyes extraordinary, either out of Record, 
or ſuch Inſtruments of State,as I could procure, 1 haue giuen a true ac- 
count of them inthe Margin. Sothat the Reader ſhall be ſure to be payd 
with no counterfeit ( oyne,but ſuch as ſhal haue the Stampe of Antiquitie, 
the approbation of Teſtimony, andthe allowance of Authority, ſofarre 
as I (ballproceed herein. 

And for that 1 would hate this Bremiarie to paſſe withan con-interrup- 
ted delivery of the eſpeciall affaires of the Kingdome ( without im- 
| broyling the memory of the Reader ) Ihauein a body apart, conder the 
title of an Appendix, Collefted all Treaties, Letters, Articles,Charters, 
Ordinances, Intertainments, prouifions of Armies, buſineſſes of Com- 
meree, with other paſſages of State appertayning to our Hiſtory; which 


_ 


un—_— 


as occafion requires. | 
For the Worke it ſelfe,] can chalenge nothing therein but onely the 
ſowing it together,and the obſeruation of thoſe neceſſary circumſtances, 
and inferences whichthe Hiſtory naturally miniſters : defirous. to deli- 
werthings done,in as euen, and quict an order, as ſuch an keape will 
permit, without quarrelling with the Belecte of Antiquity, deprauing 
the aftions of.other Natious to aduance our owne,or keeping backs 
thoſe Reaſons of State they bad, for what they did in thoſe times : hol- 
ding it fitteſt and beſt agreeing with integritie ( the chiefeſt duty of a 
IWriter. ) to leaue things %o their owne Fame, and the Cenſure thereof 
: 0 


i 


TO THE READER. 


| 


to the Reader, as being htc part rather then mine, who am onely to 


| recite things done, not to rule them. 


Now for the errors herein committed, either by mine owne miſtakings, 
or the Printers ouerfight, I muſt craue a pardon of courſe; it 4a Fate 


common to Bookes and Booke-men, and wee cannot auoide it : For be- 


| fdes our owne faylings , we muſt heere take vp many things vpon other 


; mens credits, which often comes imperfett to our hands : as the ſummes 


of Monies,numbers of Souldiers Shippes, the ſlaine in Battayle, Compu- 
tation of Times,differences of Names and Tytles Fc. wherein our Au- 
thors agree not. And it wereto be wiſhed that we had more aſſured notes 
of theſe particulars then we haue , eſpecially.for (ummes of Monies ( in 
regard it ſerues much for inſtrution) wheres I doubt many of our Col- 


i Jeftors haue bene but ill Accountants,yeckoning Markes for Pounds, and 


Pounds for Markes. The C omputation of Times 1s not of (0 great mo- 
ment, figures are eafily miſtaken; the 10. of July, andthes. of Auguſt, 
with a yeare ouer or under, makes not a man the wiſer in the buf;- 
neſſe then done,which « onely that hee defires. But theſe things being but 
of the By, the underſtanding Reader will not much care to ſet at them, 
and therefore I referre himio the Mayne of more important con- 
federation. 
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SpeciallPriuiledge, Licenceand Authority, is 
zS75 granted by the Kings Maieſties Letters Pa- 
exe tcnts, vnto the Author Samuel Daniel, one of 
SY the Groomes of the Queenes Maieſtics moſt 
& Honourablepriuy Chamber, for him,his Exc- 
&&=S cutors, Adminiſtrators, Aſsignes or Deputies, 

to Print, or cauſero be Imprinted, and to ſcll,aſsigne, and dil- 
ofc, to his,or their benefir, This Booke, intituled, The Collefion 
of the Hiftory of England, with an Appendix to the ſame, hereafter 
to bee printed. Streightly forbidding any other to imprint or 
cauſe to be imprinted,to import, vtter orſcll, or cauſero be im- 
ported,vttered, or ſolde, the fayd Booke or Bookes, or any part 
thereof, withinany of his Maicſtics Dominions, vpon paine of 
his Maieſties high diſpleaſure, and to forfeit Fiue pounds law- 
full Engliſh Monic for cuery fuch Booke or Bookes, or any 
-partthereof, printed, imported, vttered; or ſolde, contrary to 
the meaning of this Priuiledge, beſides the forfeiture of the ſaid 
Booke,Books,&c.as moreat Jargeappearcth by his Maieſties ſaid 
Lettes Patcnts, dated at Weſtminſter, the 11. of March, inthe 15. 
| yeare - his Reigne of England, and of Scotland the one and| | 
Fiftieth. i 
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COLL E CT FREIS 
OE THE HISTORIE OF 
ENGLAND: CONTAINING 


BRIEFLY THE ESPECIALL AFFAIRES 
OF THE GOVERNMENT: COMPI- 
led by Samvzr Danynur, oneof the 
Groomes of the Oscenes Maieſties moſt 
Honourable prize Chamber. 


FF Ndertaking to colle& the principall affaires of this Kingdome, 
je 1 bad adefire to haue deduccd the ſame fromthe beginning of 
> the fi:{t Brittiſh Kings,as they are regiltred. in cheir Catalogue; 
= but finding no authentical warrant howthey came there, I did 
7 Þ put off that defire with rheſe;copfiderations : That a leffer part 


_ 
— 


SA of time, and better knowne (which was from William the firſt, 
& Surnamed the Baſtard) was more thencnough for my abilitie : 
Y& and how it was but our curiofitic to ſearch further backe into 
times paſt,then we might well diſcerne,and whereof, wee could 
neither haue proofe , nor profit: How the beginnings of all people, and States were as 
vncerraine, as the heads of great Rivzrs : and could not adde to our vertue, and per- 
aduencure little to our reputation to know them. Confideriag , how commonly they 
ri: from the ſprings of pouertie,pyracie,robberie, and violence, howſocuer fabulons 
writcrs(to glorific cheir nations)firiue to abuſe the credulitic of after ages with heroy- 
call, oc miraculous beginnings, For Stares(as men) are euer beſt ſeene, when they are 
vp, and as they are, not as they were. Beſides (it ſecemes) God in his prouidence to 
check out preſumptvous inquifition, wraps yp all things in vncertaintie, barres vs 
out from long antiquity, and bounds our ſearches within the. compaſſe of a few ages, 
as if the ſame were {ufficient,both for example , and inſtruQtion to the government of 
men. For had we the particularoccurrents of all ages,and all nations , it might more 
ftuffe, bur not better our vnderftanding. We ſhall finde ſtill the ſame correſponden- 
cies.to hold in the ations of men :; Vertues, and Vices the ſame, though riſing , and 
falling,according tothe worth,or weakneſſe of Gouernors:the cauſes of the ruines, and 


courſe of Succeſſion,ynder like colours. 
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mutations of States to be alike:and the trayne of affaires carried by precedent, ina | 


Leng: : Ef B I But| 


The Stateof Brittaine. | 


Buryert, for that the chaine of this colleCtion hath a link of dependencie with thoſe 
former times, we ſhall (hew the paſſage of chings the better : if wee take but a ſuper- 
ficiall view of that wide,and vncertainly-relared Rate of this Land, fince the candle of 
letters gaue vs ſome little light thereof, Which was, fince the Romans made it a tri- 
butary Prouince to their Empire. For before, as ir lay ſecluded out of the way, fo it F 
ſeemed out of the knowledge of the world, For /xlzvr Ceſar, becing bur on the 0- a 
ther fide in Gawle , could not attaine to any particular information of the ſtate of Briz- 
zaine, by any meanes he could vſe, but by certaine Merchants {of whom he got toge- 
ther as many as he could )who told him ſomething of the coaſt-townes,but of che ſtate, 
| and condition of the in-dweSers , they could ſay nothing : cither ſo incurious were 
'| they of further knowledge then what concerned their trade , or the people here ſo 
| warie to keepe their ſtate reſerued and vaknowne to [trangers, And yet Ceſar gaue out, 
thatthey ſub-ayded the Games againſt him,and made it the occaſion of his quarrel}, and 
inuafion of the Land whereof hee only ſubdued the South parts, and rather ſhewed it, 
then won ic to the Romer Empire. 

Ofrhe forme Bur now, what was the ftate, and forme of gouernment among the Brittaives be. 
of Gouern- | fore this ſubicRion, the firſt certaine notice wee haue (is alſo by the ſame Ceſar) who 
= among | tells vs bow they were deuided into many ſeuerall fates: nominates foure Prinees of 
—_— by the title of Kings : how Cafſenellannns, by the common councell was eleRed, 
Ce{.Comment, | in this their publique ; ani , to haue the principall adminiſtration of the State, 
bs. with rhe buſineſſc of warre : and afterward , how the cities ſent their hoſt-ges vnto 
him. Whereby we perceiue it was no Monarchie, as it is reported to haue beenc, 
Complures ſunt| but like tothe Games, with whom it was then one in religion (and much a like in 
apud eos dom | f,hjion,and language)deuided into a multitude of perty regiments, without any en- 
+ +-——-—aqpt tirerule, or combmation. As now, wee ſeeall the weft world (lately diſcovered) 
We to be, and generally all other Countries are in their firſt, and naturall free nakedneſſe, 
before they come to be taken in; cither by ſome predominant power from abroad , or 
row to head within themſclues, of ſtrength, and vaderſtanding to ouer-maiſter, and 
diſpoſe of all about them; introducing ſuch formes ofrule, as ambition, or their other 
neceſſities ſhall beger, And ſuch was then the ſtate of Britraive, Gaule, Spaine, Ger- 
mary, and all the weſt parts of Exrope, before the Romans (oucr-growing firſt the peo- 
le of /taly in like manner deuided) did by ftreygth, and cunning , vnlocke thoſe li- 
berties of theirs. And ſuch as were then termed Kings, were bur as cheir Generalls in 
warre , Without any other great iuriſdiQtion, within choſe ſmall limits they heeld. So 
chat to tell vs of the ftate of a Monarchie in this Land before thar time (as if alone 
enlike, or morein State then all other nations) is to giue enterrainememnt to thoſe nar.: 
row concetts, as apprehendnot the progrefles in the affaires of mankinde; and onely 
the invention of ſuch, as take all their reaſon, from the example , & 7dea of the preſent 
Cuſtomes they ſee in vſe, For had there beene an abſolute Monarch in theſe parts, 
which might have affronted the Romans with the power of a well-vnited Rate, it had 
beene impoſſible for they: (hauing oftentimes much to doe euen wich ſome poore 
Prince of a ſmall territorie ) to haue circumuented, or confounded ( with all their ſtra- 
tagems.,and iniuſtice) the peace,and liberty of the worldin ſuch ſort as they did. And 
though the Brittaives were then fimple, and had not that fire-brand of letters, yer ſce- 
med they more iult,and honeft, and brought forthon the ſtage of ation men as mag- 
nanimous (and toucht with as true a ſenſe of honour , and worthinefſe) as themſclues, 
Burt hauing no firme combinements to chayne them together in their publique dan- 
gers , they lay looſe to the aduantage of the common enemy ; working vpon the faQti- 
ons, aud emulations, vſuall ro ſuch diuifions , and were made the inſtruments of heir 
owne ſubieRion : for whileſt euery one defended them apart , the whole was ouer- 
come, 
Sothat with what credit, the accoumprt of aboue a thouſand yeares from Brvteto 
Caſſenellawnas (ina line of abſolute Kings) can be cleared, I doe nor fee; and therefore | 
will leaue it on the booke to ſuch as will bee credirors , according to the ſubſtance of F 
| | their vnderſtanding, And yet, letme craue pardon leaſt being bur roreport , I nigte Y 
| come 
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T he firſt notice of the Brittaines vnder the Romanes. 3 


— 
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ſee if ] makethis inquiric : how the memorie of choſe former rimes, 
pany + he and dcliuered -. polteritie , if they had notche vſe of lercers in 
this Land (as ir ſeemes by all probability they had nor) before they were introduced 
by the Romans ; who (ſure would baue giuen vs notice chercot) had rhey found them 
here at their comming, and eſpecially of tchooles and the Greeke tongue, repor: "a to 
haue b:ene planted hece for many ages before : bur chey tell vs of no ſuch thing : they 
informe vs how the Draydes, who werethe miniſters of Religion and Juſtice,the eſpe- 
ciall men of knowledge)commirted nor their mykteries to writing , but d: liuered them 
by rradicion , whereby the memorie ofthem after their ſuppreſſion(firſt by Awguſt#s, 
and after by Clandius) came wholly to periſh with ther, W bich,had they had —_— 
and bookes, could neuer by allthe power and authoritit of the Komar State , beene fo 
viterly extinR, bur that we ſhould have heard ſomething more of them, — NPs 
Beſides it is ſtrange how the Greeke rongue , and the knowledge o Philofophie, 
ſhould be brough hirher ſo farre off, and ſo foone; ſeeing ir. was hare(as Ling (aich) be. 
tore ircame into /ralie,being ſo neere at hand, Moreouer,it is confiderable,how it 
made that tranſmigration, whether by Sea or Land? By Sea, Hercmles had ſer Pillars 
char ſhur vpthe world, many ages after,for paſſing chat way. If by Land, Germany, and 
other Countries on thar fide, would haue taken ſome Part in che paſſing : bur Germany 
then, we finde had no letters atall;only Merſetlies,a Colonic of the Greekes being inthe 
midway,wight be a gate, tolet it inro Game ,and io hither : bur they fay the Mer ſeiltans 
vſcd onely Grecke CharaRters arfirſt, bur tor their priuate accomprs and ebntraAs in 
rraffique,and no otherwiſe, Sorhart it ſeemes then , the Briutazmes recciued firſt letters 
(with their ſubieRion) from che Romanes, and Agricola, Prefect ofthe Proutnce vnder 
Domitian,cauſed them heere to be raught, (as Cornelius Tacitas, his ſonne in law ) re- 
«ports yponthis occaſion. Adaice was taken,layth he, thas the people diſperſed,rude, and 
<« ſo, apt torebellion, ſhould bee innred to caſe and quiet by their pleaſmres:ani therefore they ex- 
« borted prixaily,aud ayded them publikely to the building of Temples Bourſes, Palleces.com- 
« mending whons they found forward and corretting thexewillong ſo that the emwlation of ho- 
«207 was for nece[ſity:then they eauſed the pope mens ſons to be =_ the hiberall Scien- 
« ces,extolling there wits for learning ,abone the Gaules,in ſo much 4s they who lately ſcorne1 
* the Romance tonge,now deſired eloquence. Herewpon grew onr habits in honor, the _ a 
«© quent and by degrees,a generall collapfion into thoſe ſoftnings of vices, faire howſes, E5,AM 
« delicate banquets, and that, by the ignorant, was termed _ it was # part of ſer.. 
vitnde. Thus far he acquaints vs with the introduCtion,and cauſe of the Rormane lea rning 
in this Land. Whick(had it had the Greeks tonge,ſo-many hundred yeares before )won!d 
hauec beene as forward m the liberall Sciences,as the Romanes, and not needed this Gn 
mollition by learning. Philoſophy would haue ptepared them to a fufferance of ſubie- 
Qion,that they could not hauc beene ſo vniuerlally rude, and barbarous asthey are re- 
ported ro haue beene, SothatI teare me,of allchar lies beyond this time, we can have 
noother intelligence, but by tradition, Which how we may credit for (0 long palt( when 
letters, fora!l the aſſurance they canmake , breake faith with vs iv the information of 


things euen preſent) let it be iudged, 


And now for the time fince, (which ſeemes to be all char amounts ro our knowledoe | 


ring) we findc it,during the Domination of the Remany,goucrned by 
CO if — had Kings of = Briziſh Nation,they were triburary,and had 
their whole authority depending on that Empire ; which, as che (ame T; acttus ſaih, 
made it now their cuſtome tohauc Kings the inſtruments of ſervirude : (peaking of Co. 
gedanus to whom Clandins gaue certaine Cities in Brieraiwe with title of King. For now 
after Ceſar bad opencd the pafſage,andmadetributary fo mach, as he ſubdued;the reft 
could not long hold out , againft that all-incompafhing State of Rowe : atthovgh daring 
thetime of their ciuill warres,and change of gouernmem, front a Republique ro 2 Mo- 
varchic,this Country lay neglected,the ſpace of rwenty yeares : yer,after Angnſtus had 
ſetled rhe ſoucraignty , and pofſcſt alithe wide obedience of rhat Empire, che Princes 
and Citties of Brirtaine(fearing to be enforced)came in of their owne accord,with their 
gifts and tributes,and the rather;for that as yer , oy had found no other weight of 
| 2 
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| ſubietion,then a tollerable tribute, which,ir ſeemed, they were content to endure with 
thereſt of their neighbours.Bur after 4ugyſfs time,when the corruptions of that State, 
had bred miſerable inflammartions in all parts of che world , che Brittaines, what wich 
their owne factions,and thole of their Romgne commanders,remayned in an yncertaine 
obedience,rill che time of Clandixs the Emperor ; who hauing much of the fume of glo- 
ric, and litcle fire to raiſe it otherwhere : caſts an eſpeciall eye on this Prouince, ro make 
it the pompous matter of his triumph. And,to prepare the way , Without aduenture of 
himſelfe, foreſends Pmblins Offorius Scapula a great wattier, Pro-pretor imo Brittaine, 
where he met with many turbulencies,and a people hardly to be driuen,howſocuer the 
might beled : yer as one who well knew his meſtjer; and howthefirſt cuents are thoſe 
which incuffe a dauntingnefle,or daring,imployd all meanes ro make his expeditions 
fodaine,and his executions cruell, Notwithſtanding did Caradecus(one of the Britiſh 
Kings) ho!d theſe great Royanes worke for hine yeares together,and cou'd nor be ſur- 
prizedztill betrayed by his owne Nation, he was deliuered into their hands,and brought 
ro Rome captiue,with his wife and children,to be the ſubic6t of their triumph: whereof 
notwithſtanding the glory was his. 
But Claxdirs had the honour of taking in the whole lile of Brztaine, to the Rowane 
Empire,which though thus won, Was nor, cill a long time after , ouercome. For now 


brought but the more oppreſſion ) colleague themſelves againſt the Rowanes, raking 
their occafion ypon the outrages,commirred on the perſon, and State of Queene Yoa- 


had left Nero his bcire, and two daughters,hoping thereby to free his houſe from iniu- 
ry : but it fell out contrary ; for no ſooner was he dead , but his Kingdome was ſpoyled 


Beſides,the chiefe men of the /cep: (as if allche Region had beene giuen inprey) were 
reft of their goods, andthe Kings kinſmen eſtcemed as caprives:with which contumely, . 
and feare of greater miſchiefe,they conſpire with the Travobames and others(nor yet in- 
ured to ſerui:ude) to reſume their liberty. And firſt ſer vpon the Garriſons of the Ye- 
teras ſouldicrs(whom they moſt hated) defeited the ninth legion , whereof they flew 
all che foote, forced Ceriatis the Legat, and leader to flighr,and pur ro the ſword ſeuen- 
ty thouſand Roypans and aflociats,inhabiring their municipal Townes, London Virolame, 
Carmlodunum ; beforc Suetonins Gouernour of the Prouince could aſſemble the reft of 
the diſperſed forces, ro make head againſt their Armie (conſiſting of 1 2000 Brittaines ) 
conduttcd by Yoadia,who (with her two daughters, brought into the field romooue 
compaſſion and revenge) incites them to that noble,and manly worke of liberty: which 
ro recouer, ſhe proteſts to hold her ſelfc there but as oneof the yulgar(withour weigh- 
ing her great honour and birth )reſalued either to winne or die, Many of their wines 
were likewiſe there, to be ſpeRators and incouragers of their husbands valour z bur in 


—_— 


lofſe,had alſo more weights layd vpon their ſeruirude, And yer after this made they 


the end Swetonins got the victoric with the flaughter of foure ſcore thouſand Britrapes, 
whereupon Voadicia poylons herſelfe , and the miſerable Country with their heauie 


many other defeions,and brauely ſtruggled with the Rowans , vpon all aduantages 
they could apprehend, bur the continuall ſupplies, euer ready from all parts of 
that mightie Empire, were ſuch, as the Brittaines Nets no meanes, buttheir owne 
ſwords, in an vncompoſed State , layde all opento inuaſion ) ſpent their bloud in 
vaine, Andinthe cnd,growing baſe with their fortune (as lofing their vertue with 
their libertie) became viterly quailed, and miſerably held downe to ſubicRigg, by the 
powerfull hand of foureteene Garifons , diſpoſed in ſeuerall liwirs of the LIhd , with 
cheir companies, conſiſting of ſundry ſtrange nations, compuratcd in all to be 5 2. 
thouſand foote, and 300. horſe ; beſides 37, companies —— 23. thouſand 
foote, and 1306 hotſe ; which continually guarded the North parts, where that 
which is now Scotland, and obeyed not the Roware Effipire , was excluded from the 


the Briztaines (ynderitanding the miſery of their diſſociation : how their ſubmiffion | 
dicia,widdow of Praſuregus King of the Tceni,a great, andrich Prince,who(ar his death) | 


by the Centwrions, his houſe ranſac'kt by (laues,his wife bears, & his daughters rauiſhed, | 


reſt with a wall or trench, firſt rayſed by Agriesla,after reedified by Adriax,Senerns and 


others, 
And | 
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And in this ſort continued the ſtate of Britaine whillt the Romans held its enduring | 
all the calamities that a deiected nation could doe ynder the domination of {tranoers 


proude, greedy, and,cruell : Who not oncly content by all tyrannicall meanes to cx- 
tort their ſubſtance, bur alſo conſtrained thcir bodies to ſerue vnder their enſignes, | 
wnen or whereſoecuer their quarrellous ambition would expoſe them . And belides, 
they being art the will of their rulers in their obedience, they were forced ro follow 
rhem alſo intheir rebellions. For after the eleCtion of rhe Emperours grew to bce 
commonly made by the Armies,many poſlcfling thoſe mightie Romanforces here, were 
proclaimed Czſars, and put for the whole Empire. As firſt Caranſius, andafter him 


4 


' mivg into Braame,by Aſclepiodorns thePreztorian Prafect vanquiſhed, with all ſuch 
| aStooke part with him. After that, the Caledonens, and Pitts irom the North parts 
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Alectus,whom Conſtantins ( the aſſociate of ſaximianss in the Empire)at his firſt com- 


made irruptions into the State, and much afflicted the Britaines, whom to repreſle, 
Conftanti us ( then ſole Emperour ofthe Wet) came the ſecond rime into this Land; 
andin an expedition made againſt them died at Yorke,whither his ſonne Conſtantine (2 
licle beforc his death ) repaired out of /{yria,c{caping a traine laid for him by Galerins 
Empcrour ofthe Eaſt, with whom hee was in the warres againſt the Sarmarians,when 
bis tather came firſt into Brain againſt Aleftus, And here was he now firlt ſaluted 
Emperour,for which it ſeemes he much eſteemed the Country, as that which gaue birth 
to his dignity, And reordering the gouernment thereof ( for a furure ſecurity ) deuides 
itinto five Prouincesto be ruled by one Vice-gerent, fiue Retors,two Conſulars, and 
three Preſidents, After whoſe time wee haue no certaine nor apparant marke to di- 
reet vs which way the State went, till the reigne of Yalentinian the elder, who ſends 
Theodoſins ( the father of him who was after Emperour of that name )into Brittaine 
againſt the irruption of the Pitts, Attacetti, Scoti, Saxones & Franci, which of all fides 
inuaded and ſpoiled the Country : and after Theodoſims had by the forces of the Battaxi, 
and Heralicleered it, Cimilis was ſent to goucrne the Prouince,and Dwlcitins the Army: 
men of faire names for good offices, | 

In theſe warres with T heodoſmas was one Maximus, 2 man borne in Spaine, but of 
Roman education, who after, in the time of theyonger Yalentmian, hauing the charge 
of the Army, was here proclaimed Ceſar, andto ſubuert the preſent Emperour,tranſ- 
ports the whole power of Brittaine: and firſt ir his way ſubdues. Gawle,and there fur- 
niſhes cuery place of defence with Brzetzh fouldiers* and they fay, peopled the whole 


Countrey of Armerica ( now called Brittaine in France ) withthe ſame nation: which 
yet retaines their language, in ſome kinde tothis day, And hauing ſpred one Arme- 
ro Spainegthe other to Germaxy,imbraced fo great apart ofthe Empire,as he draue Va- 
lentmian to ſecke ayde of Theodoſins Emperour of the Eaſt, after the vanquiſhment and 
death of his brothes Gratianus at Lyons. Avd by this immoderate ven, both of the 
Garriſons,and the ableſt people of the Land, he &i{-furniſht and lefc ic in that impo- 
tencie, as i:neuer recoucred like poweragaine. All thoſe great forces hee cooke with 
him,either were lefc in Gawle, or periſhed with him at Aquileia, where hee was ouer- 
throwne by YValentinian. 2 

And yer againe inthe time of Honorius the Emperour, the Colony of the Veteran 
ſouldiers fearing the invaſion of the Yardales, made another defection, and rumultuari- 
lie proclaimed Emperour one /farcxs, whom ſhartly after they flue; then Gratianus, 
who likewiſe wichin foure monrhes being murchered, they gaue the title ro one 
Conſtantine , not {o much for his merite,as the omination of his name, This Conſtantine 
taking the ſame courſe that Maximns did, whatſoener firengrh was left, or lately in 
any ſort recouered,he cmptyed itwholy, and made himſelfe of that power, as hee ſub- 
dued many of the Weſterne Prouinces, gaue his ſonne Conſtans ( a Monke ) the title of 
Anguſltas ,and afrer many fortunes,and incounters with the forces of Hoyorius, became 
vanquiſhed, and executed ar Arles, Wherealſo periſhed the whole power hce 
brought our of Britain, And ſothe State ( hauing all the beſt ſtrength exhauſted, and 
none, or {mall ſupplies fromthe Romans) lay open to the rapine, and fpoyle of their 


Northerne encnnes : who taking the aduantage of this diſ-furniſhment, . never left ill 
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they had reduced them to extreme miſeries : which forced them to implore the aide 
of Aectinr,Pcxfet of Garle vnder Yalentinian 3.and that in ſo lamentable wanner(rheir 
Embaſſadors in torne garments, with ſand on their heads,to ſtirre compafſion)as Aeri- 
#4 was moued to ſend forces to fuccour them, and cauſed a wall to be raifed ypon the 
trench( formerly made by Adrin from Sea to Sea) of eight foote thicke, and twelue 
high, inter-ſet with Bulwarkes, which che Roman ſouldiers, and an infinite numl er of 
Brittains ( fitter ſor that worke then warre ) with great labour effeQtzd,And lo Hetrres 
left chem againe once more freed, and defended trom their enemies : aduifing them 
from thenceforth to inure and employ their own forces without any more expectation 
of ſuccour from the Romans, who (ouerwrought with other bufineſle) could not atrend 
affaires that lay ſo farreoff, No ſooner had the enemy intelligence of rhe departure 
of theſe ſuccours, but on they came(notwithſtanding this fortification) battered down 
the wall, ouerthrew the defenders, and harrowed the Country worſe then before. 
Whereupon,againe th1s miſerable people ſend tro Aetins,viing theſe words: To Aeti- 
us thrice Conſul, the ſighes of the Brittaizs ,and after thus complaine : The barbarons exe- 
my beates vs tothe Sea, the Sea beates vs backe to the enemy : betweene theſe two kinds of 
deaths,we are ether murdered, or drowned, But their implorations preuailed nor , for Aeti- 
#s at that rime had enough to do to keepe his owne head, and Yalentinian the Empire : 
which now endured the laſt conyulſions of a dying Stare; having all the parts, and Pro- 
uinces thereot miſerably rent,and torne with the violences of ſtrange nations, So thar 
this was alſo inthe fate of Brutaine to be firſt made known to periſh by, and with 

the Roman State + Which neuer ſuffering the people of this Land to haue any vſe, or 

knowledge of Armes within their owne Countrey,left them ( vpon their owne diſſo- 

{ution) naked, and expoſed to all that would aſſaile them. 

And ſo ended the Roman Gouerniment in Brittame, which { from their firſt inuaſion 
by Inlms Ceſar to this Falentinianus the third) had continued the ſpace of fiuc hundred 
yeares. In all which time we finde buttheſe ſeucn Britziſh Kings nominated to haue 
reigned:T heomantins ,Cunobelinus ,Guiderins, Aruiragus Marins,Choelns,& laſtly Lucius 
who is crowned with immottall honour, for planting Chriſtian Religion within this 
Land, All other from Zncins to Fortigern, ( who ſucceeds this relinquiſhment) were 
Roman goucrnours. 

This is briefly ſo much of eſpeciall note,asI can colle& out of the Romas: biſtorie, 
concerning the State and gouernment of Britta: finding elſe. where little certaintie, 
and from henceforth ( during their ſhorr poſſcfſion of chis Land) farre kſſe, Whereot 
Gudas the Brittain complaines, laying the cauſe on the barbariſm of their enemies, who 
had deſtroyed all cheir mounments,and memorials of times paſt. And though himſelfe 
wrote,abourt forty yeeres after the inuafion of the Saxons, and was ncxttheſe times 
we come now to remember , yet hath hee lefr ( in his enjgmaticall paſſions ) ſo ſmall 
lightthereof, as we diſcerne very littlethereby. Nor haue the Brittaines any honour by 
that antiquity of his, which ouer-blacks them with ſuch vgly deformities as we can 
ſee no part cJeere: acculing them to be neither ſtrong in peace, nor Faithfull m war : and 
vniuerſally caſts thoſe aſperſions on their manners,as if he laboured to inueigh, not ro 
informe. And though no doubr there was ( as euer is ) in theſe periods of States a con- 
currencie of diſorder, and a generall looſenefle of diſpoſition that mct with the fulneſſe 
of time; yet were there no doubt, ſome mixtures of worth, and cth:r notions of that 
age, wherewith after-times would haue beene much pleaſed tohaue had acquaintance. 
Bur it ſeemes his zeale and paſſion ( in thatreſpeA)wider then his charity, rooke vp the 
whole roome of his vnderſtanding, to whomthe reverence of antiquity, ard his t:cle 
of Sapiens doth now giue SanCtuary,and we mult not preſume to touch him, 

Such was the State of Britain left without Armes, or order; when Yortigern ( either 
by vſurpation, orfaCtion ) became King, and is ſayd to be the author of the firſt calling 
in{ or imploying, being in ) the Saroxs to make good his owne eſtabliſhment, and the 
ſafety of his Kingdome againſt the Pris and Scors. 

The Saxons at this time poſlelſt tne third part of Germany, holding all the Countrey 
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berweene the Riuers Rhene, and Elxe, bounded on the North by the Balrique Ser, and 
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phalia, and FPeſtphalia : gouerned by an Optimacie of twelue Princes , with an eleCtion 
of a Soueraigne leader for the buſinefſe of warre, This becing to ſpacious, populous 
and neere a Country, well furniſht with ſhipping (which the Brittames had nor, ) yeel- 
dcd euerplenrifull meanes ro ſupp'y the vndertakers of this aftion ( which were firlt 
two brothers Hengiſt,and Horſa ) with all neceſſarie prouifions ypon evtcry fit occaſion. 
After they had been here a while as ſtipendaries,and finding the debility of Prince, and 
people,their number ſoone increaſed, And fir{t they had the Ifle of Thazer allowed 
them to inhabite,then the whole Countrie of Kent was made ouer to Heng:/F by tranſ- 
ation, vnder couenant, to defend the Land againſt the P:&s,and Scors. And vpon the 
mariage of Portigern with the Daughter, or Neece of Hengiſt, an excecding beautiful 
Lady, (brougit ouer of purpole to worke on thedotage of a difſolute Prince ) larger 
priuiledges were granted : ſo that by this allyance, and the fertility of the Land, were 
drawne in ſo many of this populous, and mitiraty nation, that Kext in ſhort time 
grew too narrow for them, and Hengiſt ( to diſtend their power into cther parts ) ad- 
viſed Yortzgers to plant a Colonyof them in the North beyond Humber,to be a conti- 
nuall guard againlt al! inuaſions that way. Which being granted, he ſends for Orha his 
brother, and fonne Ebuſa, with great ſupplics out of Saxony to furniſh that defigne. 
And ſo came the Saxons to haue firlt domination in Kent, and Northumberland, which 
contained all the Countrie from Humber to Scotland, 

Andnow became they of ſeruants maiſters, to contemne their ertert:inours, and 
commit many inſolencies. Whereupon the Briztiſh Nobility combine themſclues, de- 
poſe Yortigern ( the Author ofthis improuident admiſſion) and cle&t Yortimer his ſonne 
a Prince of great worth ,who ( whileft hee lived , which was not long ) gaue them many 
fierce encounters : but all preuailed nor, for the Saxons ( being poſlctt of the principall 


refiſtance ) had the aduantage to weare themout of all in the end, And befides force, 


bility ) at an aſſembly of peace at Amesbury, where they tooke their King priſoner; 
and would not releaſe him, butypon the grant of taree Prouinces more, Alfo the 
long life of Hengiſt ( a politique leader) ot almoſt forty yeares continuance, made much 
for the ſctling here of their eſtate ; which yet they could not effe&, bur with much 
trauaile,andeftuſion of blood, For the Brittaines (now made martiall by long practiſe 
and often battles ) grew inthe end ſo inraged to fee their Countrie ſurprized from 
ynder their feet, as they ſoldethe inheritance thereofat a very deare rare, Wherein we 
muſt atribute much to the worthineſfe of their Leaders ( whence the ſpirit of a people 
is raiſed ) who in theſe their greateſt aCtions were , eſpecially Ambreſfias the latt of the 
Romans and Arthur the noblelt of Brittaines : A wan in force and courageaboue man, 

and worthie to haue beene a ſubicEt of trurh to poſterity,and nor of fition{ as Legen- 

dary v-fiters have made him;) for whilft hec ſtood, hee bare vp the ſinking Stare of his? 
Counrrie, and is {aid to haue encountred the Saxens in twelue ſet baxtailes : whereit- 
he had either victory,or equall reuenge.Inthe end, himſelfe ouerthrowne by treaſon, 

the beſt men conſumed inthe warres,and the rcft vnable to refit, fled into the moun- 


che Ocean ,Onthe South by Siua Hircina,ard deuided by the river F:ſ#rg#s into Op- | 


they areſayd to haue yieg treachery (in murthering taree hundred of the Briztyh No- | 
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taines,and remote deſerts of the Welt par:s of the Ifle, and left allo the inyadors, dai. 
ly growing more, and more yponthem, | 5 | 

For many principall men of Saxoxy (ſecing the happy ſucceſſe;and plantation here 
of Hengift ) entred likewiſe on diuerſe coaſts to get eftares for themſelues, with ſuch 
mulricudes of people, as the Brittaines making head in one place were aſfault:d in ano- 
ther,and enery Where ouerwhelmed with new increafing numbers. 

For after Hengift had obtained the dominion of Kent ( which from him became to 
be a kingdom) and Ocha, and Ebyſe poſlelt of all the North-countries from Humber 
to Scotland : Elks, and his ſounes conquered the South-Eaſt parts, and beganne the 
kingdome ofthe South Saxons, contayning Swſſex, and part of Swrrey, Then Cerdic, 
and his fonnes landed at Portſmouth, inuadech the South, and Welt parts, and began 
the kingdome ofthe Welt Saxons, which after contained the Countries of Targpſhire, 
Bark - 
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| Barkeſhire, Wiltſhire, Dorcetſhire, Sownerſerſhire, and Devonſhire. And abour the ſame 


time, Yfa inuaded the North-Eaſt parts, and beganne the Kingdome of the Eaſt An- 
olcs,containing Northfolke, Suffolke, Cambridgeſhire, and the Iſle of Ely ; Erkenwinbe- 
o2nnc the kingdome of the Eaſt Sxxons, containing Eſer, Middleſex, and apart of 
Hartfordſhire. | 

Hauing thus( in a manner) ſurrounded the beſt of the whole State of Brittaine; they 
after invaded the inner, and middle part. And Crid4da beganne the Kingdome of 
Aercna-land,or middle Angles, contayning Lincolnſhire, N orth-hamptonſhire, Hunting - 
donſhwre, Rutlandſhire, Bedford, Buckingham, Oxfordſhire,Cheſhire, Derbie, Nottingham,and 
Staffordſhire, with parts of the ſhires of Hereford, and Hartford: Warwicke, Shropſhire, 
Lancaſter,and Gleceſterſhire, 

And with alltheſe Princes, and Leaders, before they could eſtabliſh their domini- 
ons,the Brittaines {o deſperately grappled, as plant they could nor, but vpon deſtructi- 
on and deſolation of the whole Country, whereof in the end they extinguiſhed both 
the Religion, Lawes, Language,and all,with the people and name of Brittaize, Which 
having beene ſo long a Prouince of ”_ honour, and benefic to the Roman Empire, 
could not bur partake of the magnificence of their goodly ſtruCtures, Thermes, Aqua- 
duQs, High-waies, and all other their ornaments of delighr, caſe, and greatneſle : 
all which came to bee ſo vtterly razed, and confounded by the Saxons, as there is nor 
left tanding ſo much as the ruines to point vs where they were : for they being a 
people of a rough breeding that would not bee taken with theſe delicacies of lite, 
ſcemed to care for no other monuments but ofearth, and as borne inthe held would 
build their fortunes onely there, Witneſſe ſo many Intrenchments, Mounts, and 
Borroughs raiſed for tombes,and defences ypon all the wide champions, and cmivent 
Hills of this Ifle,remaining yet as charaRers of the deepe ſcrarches made on the 
_y face of our Countrey,to ſhew the hard labour our Progenitors endured to ger 
it for vs. 

Which general! ſubuerſionof a State is very ſeldome ſeene : Inuafion, and deuaſta. 
tion of Prouinces haue often beene made, but in ſuch ſort as they continued, or reco- 
uered, with ſome commixtion oftheir owne with the generation of the innadors. But 
in this, by reaſon of the vicinage,aud innumerous populacic of that Nation ( tranſpor- 
ting hicher both ſexes )the incompatibility of Paganiſme,and Chrifſtianity,with the im- 
menie bloud-ſhed on both fides,wrought ſuch an implacable hatred,as but one Nation 
mult poſleſſeall. The conqueſt made by the Keyares, was notto extirpate the Na- 
tives,but to maſter them, The Danes, which afterward inuaded the Saxons, made only 


arthe firſt depredations on the coaſt, and therewith fora time contented themſelues, | 


When they grew to haue further intereſt, they ſought not the ſubverfion, bur. a'com- 
munity,and in the end a Soueraignty of the State, matching with the women.: they 
here found, bringing tew of their owne with them. The Normans dealt the hike 
with the Prouince of Naeſtria in France, who alſo after they had the dominion, &, whar 
the victorie would yeeld chem in England, were content to ſuffer the people here ro 
haue their being,intermatched with them, and ſo grew in ſhort ſpace into their: bo- 
dy. But this was an abſolute ſubyerfion, and concurred with the vniverſall mutation, 
which about that time happened in all theſe parts of the world; whereof, there was 
no one Gountrey,or Prouince but changed bounds, inhabitants, cuſtomes, langyage, 
and in a wanner, all their names, 750” 

For vpon the breaking vp ofthe Rowan Empire firſt deuided into two, and then 
by faction diſioynted in each part ) -imploying the forces of many (trange Nations to 
fortifie their hdes,were made ſo wide ruptures in the North, and Norch-caſt bounds 
of that Empire, as there burſt out infinite ſtreames of ſtrange people that oucr-ranne, 
and laid open the world againe roliberty, other formes, and Jumits of Scate : where- 
upon followed all theſe tranſmigrations, and ſhiftings of people from one Country 
to another. The French and Burgognons diſpoſſeſt the Gamler,and gaue"tl.e name of 
France, and Burgogne to their Proumnce. The Gawles tranſplanted themſelues on ſome 
coalts of Spaine , where they could finde, or make their habitation : and: of them had 
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Gallicia and Portugall chew name, The Hwnms and Anari ſubdued Parnnonia , and there- 
to gaue the name of Hungary. The Longbeards a people of Germany , bordered vpon 
the Saxons, cntred 7taly , got the greateſt part thereof, and left there their name to a 
principall prouince, remaining tothis day. The Gothes and Yandalles, miſerably af- 
flited thereſt, ſackt Rome, and after ſubdued, peopled, and pofſeſt Spaine, So that ic 
was not inthe fate of Brittaine alone to be vndone, bur to periſh,almoſt, with the gene- 
ra!l diſſolution of other States, which happened about the ſame age, 

\W hercfore , we are now here to beginne with a new Body of people, with a new 


orher m-mory but that of the diſſolution thereof: where ſcarce a Citie, Dwelling, 
River, Hill, or Mountaine , but changed names. Brittaine it ſelfe was now no more 
Brittaine, bur New Saxony,and ſhortly after, cither of the Angles ( the greateſt people 


| of the inuadors ) or of Hengjft, called Engiſt-Land, or England, The diſtance made 


by the rage of warre , Jay ſo wide betweene the conquering and the conquered people, 
that nothing either of Lawes, Rites and Cuſtomes , carne to paſſe ouer vnto ys from 
the Brittammes: nor had our Anceſtors any thing from them, but their Countrey : which 
they firtt dwnded into eight Kingdomes : all which , continued to the laſt extermina- 
tion of the Brittaines vnder Caretins their King, with whom they were driuen ouer 
Sexerne, 136. yeares after the firſt entertainment of Hengsft. And ſoone after, the 
Saxons , encroching vpon each other parts, or States ( which neuer held certaine 
b 5unds) and the ſtronger yſurping vpon their weaker neighbours, reduced them to ſea- 


] ven Kingdomes; chat ot the Northanimbrains, being made one of two : and thento ſixe | 


(the Welt Saxons taking in the Kingdome of Safſexto their dominion,) And ſoit conti- 
tinued about 250. yeares. 

Ar the firſt, by theſpace of 150. yeares, they were meerely gouerned by their owne 
Lawes, without mixture of any other, Bur afrer Avgafimeche Monke , ſent with 
forty others, by Pope Gregory , had: conucrted «Ethelbert , King of Kent , and ſome 
other, they all ſhortly after receiued the Chriſtian faith, and hadtheir Lawes and Rites 
ordered according to Ecclefiaſticall conſticutionss Many of their Kings , when their 
tterne aſperity grew mollified by humility of the Religion, beganneto raiſe preſent- 
ly ſo many and great monuments of their piety, in all parts of the Land, as if they 
ſtriucd who ſhould exceed therein, and had no other glory: Diuersof them renoun- 
ced their temporall digniries for ſpirituall ſolitude, and became Monkes : as Aetheldred, 
and Kinred, Kings of Mercna-land ; Offa King of the Eaft Saxons; Kadwalla and Ina; 
Kines of the Welt Saxons; Eadbert King of Northwmbrians, &c. =p 

At length the Kingdomes of Mercna-land, and Welt Saxe, fo farre ouer-grew the 0- 
thers in power, as berweene them two it lay , who ſhould haue all. For Ina, a mar- 
1131], wiſe, and religious Prince, goucrning the Welt Saxons , firkt aduanced that King- 
dome to apreheminencic , and did much to haue ſubdued Mercra-land : buryer Offs, 

afterwards King thereof) was in faire poſſibility to haue ſwallowed vp both the 
Welt Saxens,and all the reſt ofthe Kingdoms, For whilſt he ljued, which was in the time 
of Carolus Magnns,(with whom he held leagee and amity) he was eſteemed as the eſpe- 
ci1ll King of the Land. Butthe many wrotigs he did , and the murther committed in his 
houſe vpon Aethelbert King of the Ealt Agles , comming to him vnder publique faith, 
and a Suitor to his daughter, were juſtly reuenged vpon his poſterity, which after him 
declining,in the end loft all. For Egbert deſcended from Inegild,the brother of [u4,attai- 
ning the Kingdome of the Weſt Saxons, began the way to wigs che reſt into ſub- 
ietion. And being a Prince, who(from a priuate fortune, wherein he liued below, with, 
and not aboue other men) had learned ſufterance and moderation ; and by the eſtate of 
an exile,cxperience; grew to haue great aduantages ouer the time, and others borne-for- 
tunes,and roſe by theſe meanes. | 

TIna,his great Vncle, renouncing the world, with his Kingdome, and dying wirhour 
iſſue, left the ſuccefſion imbroiled , and out of the dire royall lyne'as hee found ir. So 
thac thoſe foure Kings of the Welt Saxons , who ſeuerally ſucceeded himz Ethelard 
Stgibert, Kinulph and Britrie, wete rather Kings by cleRion , and their owne power, 


State,and goucrnment of this Land , which retained nothing of the former , nor held 


then / 
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A lute Manarch of rhe Kingdome ; nor yet any of his ſucceſſors, ſo long as the Danes con- 
11.$O2. | rinued vnſubiefted, For they hauing firſt made irruptions into the Scare, in the reigne | 
ofthe late King Britric (his predeceſſor ) cuer after held a part thereof, and afflicted the | 


| 


then by right of deſcent, And Britric knowing the weakenefle of his ticle , and the 
much promiſing forwardacſle of Egbers; with his propiuquity in bloud , co the for- 
mer Kings,practized to haue him made away ; which he perceiving, fled firſt ro Offa, 
King of Mercna-land , where finding little ſecurity, in regard Brizric had (to firength 
himſelfe) married the daughter of the Kinghe eſcapedinto France , and there remay- 


Saxons; ſubdues Cornewall, inhabited by the Brittames ; and afcer ſets ypon Bernulph, 
newly inueſted in the Kingdome of Mercna-land; a Stare (by the rupture of the Roy- 
all line) likewiſe growne tottering, For Egferth, the ſonne of Offa , enioyed but foure 
monerhs , the inheritance of his fathers immagity : whereby rhat Kingdome deſcen.- 
ded collaterally ro Kewwlph , wholeft it to Kenelme a childe , after murthered by bis fi- 
ſter Quinred. Ceolwlph, brother to Kennulph , ſuccecding, after his firlt yeeres reigne, 
was expeld by Bernutph, and Bernulph by Egbert , who made that Kingdome triburaric 
tothe Weſt Saxoxs, as hee did after that of the South , and Eaſt Saxers, with the King- 
dome of Northumberland. And by chis meancs (in a manner)artainedro a ſoueraignty of 
the whole country.But the Danes imbroiling his peace in the end of his reigne, held him 
backe from cnioying ſuch a fulnefle of power, as that wee may account him the abſo- 


whole,till chey had attained the abſolute ſoueraignty tothemſclues, 

The Danes were a people of Germany,nextneighbours to the Saxons,and of language 
and manners little different : Poſſeſſing beſides Cimbrica Cherſoneſus ( now called Dew - 
marke ) all the Ifles adiacent inthe Baltique Sea, and ſometimes the Kingdome of 
Nowway : A mighty , rough, and martiall Nation; ſtrong in ſhipping , through their 
exerciſe of piracy, and numerous in people for all ſuppliments, Who perceiuing 
here the happy ſuccefle, and plantation of the Saxons , Were drawne with defire and | 
emulation, likewiſe, to put in for a part ; the coaſt lying opento inuaſion , and the ma.. 
ny diuifions ofthe Land,with the diſcord of Prinees, making them an cafic way there- 
ynto. Sorhatin a manner, as ſoone as the Saxons had ended their trauailes with the 
Brittaines, and drew to ſetling of a Monarchy ; the Dares, as if ordained to reuenge 
their {laughters, beganne to aſſault them with the like afflitions, The long , the ma- 
ny, and horrible encounters betweene theſe two fierce Nations , with the bloudſhed, 
and infinic poiles committed ineuery part of the Land , are of fo difordered and trou- 
blous memory , that what with their aſperous name, together with the confuſion of 
place,rimes,and perſons,intricately deliuered, is yet a warre to the reader to oucr-looke 
them. And thercfore to fauour minc owne paines and his , who ſhall get lictleprofic 
thereby, paſſe them ouer. 


title of King of the Weſt Saxons onely , and was a Prince more addiRed to deuotion 
then ation : as may be ſeenc by his donation of the tenth part of his Kingdome ( with 
exemption of all regall ſeruice ) for the ſeruice of God : beſides an annuity of three 
hundred markes, to be beftowed in pious vſcs at Rowe ; whither hee went twice in per- 
ſon, with his youngeſt ſonne Alfred, whom he eſpecially loued ; and whom (Pope Leo 
the fourth) annoynted a King, at cleuen yeares of age, as if diuining of bis future for- 
tune. | | 

Vpon his laſt iourney, and whole yeeres ſtay at Rowe; Acthelbald, his eldeſt ſoone, 
combin'd with the Nobility of the Weſt Saxoxs , to keepe him out , and depriuc him 
veterly of his gouernment , and wrought ſo, as notwithſianding the great loue his 
people bare him , he was broughtto yeeld vp the Kingdome of the Welt Saxons, to 
Aethelbald, and retaine onely the Kingdome of the Eaſt Angles, ( a State of farre lefle 
dignity ) to himſelfe. After which, reigning but two yecares , Aethelbald ſucceeded 
inthe whole, and with great infarmy, marrying his fathers widow, [udith , daughter to 
Charles le Channe,King of France ,cnioyed it but two yeeres and a halfe ; when Aethel- 
red, the ſecond ſonne of Authelniph , emtred to the gouernment , which hee held 


ned cill the deaih of Britric , and then returning , obtaines that kingdome of the zeſt 


After the death of Egbert, Aethelwolph ; his ſonne ſucceeded inthe State, with the | 


T he reduction of ſeuerall Principalities to a Kingdome. 
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Alfred. 


five yea-es in continuall conflict with the Danes. After whom, 


FAV LFRED., the mirrour of Princes (made a Kin o before he had 2 King ome) at 
YA Wo and twenty yeares of his age(& in a yeere wherein cight ſcutrall battailes 
EXSN] had beene ginen to the Danes by the Saxons ) began his croublous reigne, 
wherem he was perperually in warre,either _ his enemies, or clſe againſt vices, 

Firſt,-fter a great danger to loſe all, he was forced to yeeld vp a part of the kingdome 
(which was that of the Eaſt Angles, and Northwntberland ) ro Guthram, leader of the 
Danes, whom (vpon bis baptizarion) be made his confederate, and owner of that by 
right which before be vſurped by violence, 

And notwithſtandin s all thecontinuall, and intricate toyle hee endured amid the 
clattering and horror of armes, he performed all noble aftions of peace, colleQting firlt 
the Lawesof his predeceſfors, and other the Kings of the Saxons (as thoſe of Offa, King 
of Aerena-land,and Acthelbert the firſt Chriſtian Engliſh Ring) of which, bythe graue 
aduice and conſent of his States afſermbled, he makes choyce of the fitteſt , abrogates 
thoſe of no vie, and addes other according to the neceflity of the time, | 

And for thit the wildnefle of warre, by reaſon of theſe perpetuallconflits with ſtran- 
gers,had ſo ler out the people ofthe Land co vnlawfull riots, andrapine, thatno man 
could trauaile without conuoy : he ordained the diuifion of Shires, Hundreds,and Ti- 
thirgs,that euery Engliſh man (now the generall name forall the Saxox2) living legally, 
might be of a certzine Hundred, or T_ our of which,he was not to remoue without 
ſecurity - and out of which,if he were acculed of any crime, hee was likewiſe to produce 
ſureties for his bchauiourzwhich if he could not finde,hee was to endure the puniſhment 
ofthe Law. If any malefaRtor before, or after he had put in ſureties eſcaped, all the Ti- 
thing,or Hundred were fined to the King, by which meancs he ſecured trauailers , and 
the peace of his Countrey. 

he opinion hee had of learning made him often complaine the want thettof, im- 
puting it amongf his $reateſt misfortunes to hatte been bred without it,and tb haue his 
kingdome ſo veterly deftiemic of learned men, as it was, through the long cont 
nuance of this barbarous warre : which made him ſend out for ſuch , as wete ary way 
famous for letters , and having gotten them , bee both highly preferred them, and alſo 
( as they doe, who know not too much themſelues ) held them in great veneration : 
Rateneſſe then, ſetting a higher price on meaner parts, then after plenty did on more 
perfeCtiens. Grimbald, ahd Scotmes , hee drew out of Fraxce: A&fſer ( who wrote his 
life) out of Wales, other from other part ; hee was the firſt letrered Prince wee had in 
England, by whoſe mcanes and incouragement publique Schooles had here, either their 
rcuiuing or beginning, 

Tbolc wants of his owne,made him take a greater care for the education of his ſons, 
with whom were bred vnder moſt diligeat malters almoſt all the children of the Nobili. 
ty within his Kingdome, | | 

Allhis owne time he could cleere from other bufineſſe, he beſtowed in ſtudy, and 41d 
himſclfe,and cauſed others to tranſlate _ things into the vulgar tongue,which he 1a- 


by ro glorifie that of a King, he attained the title of Poet, 

The natural! day,confillin g of 24. houres, he caſt into three parts - whereofeight hee 
ſpent in prayer, ſtudy,and witing; cight in the ſeruice of his body; andeight inthe af- 
fi res of his State, Which ipaces (hauing then no other engine for it) heemeaſured by a 
great waxe light,detiiled into ſo many parts, receiuifig nocice by the keeper thereof, as 
the ſcuerall houres paſſed in the burning. | 

With as faire an order did he proportion his reuetues,cqualling his liberalitics to all 
his other expences, whercof to make the current run more certaine , hee tooke a preciſe 


i 


| 


| of his Eſtate regiſtredin a booke, which he kept in his 


notice of them,ard made a generall ſuruay ofthe Kingdome, and tiad all che particulars 

Freafury at #Pinthiftet. And with- 
inthis circumference of order, he held himin that irregularity of fortiine , with a weake 
diſpoſitionof body, and reigned 27.yeares, leauing his ſon Edward, a worthy ſucceſſor 
to maintaine the line of Nobleneſſe chus begun by hini. 


boured ( it ſeemes ) much to adorne,and eſpecially afteftcd the Saxons mceters,where- 
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lawful ſonne, 


M2Q7 D WARD, though hee were farre inferiour to him in learning, went 


A in polleflion, wherof Alfred had burthe homage, and as ſome write, held 
P 'oucraignty ouer the Eaſt Argles,and Northumbrians : though wee finde 
<9 inthe ioynt Lawes that he, and Gmthrum made together) they held the 


during this Danicq, warre, though they lolt their eaſe , won much glory and renowne. 
For tais »fflition held rhom ſo in, as hauing little our-lets,or leaure for eaſe,and luxury; 


beene impothible ro hauc held out againſt che Dares, as they did,being a people of that 
power,and yndantable ffomacke,as no fortune could deterre, or make to giue oucr their 
hoid. And the imbecility of ſome ynaCtiue Prince, arthat time had beene cnoughto 
haue let them quire into che whole : which may bee the cauſe), that in the ſucceſſion of 
ſome of thei: Ki2gs, Were certaine ruptures made out of courſe, inreſpeQ of cheir able- 
neſſe. A/frft,x%er the deith of this renowned King Erward Semor, his ſon 
xz HELS TAN of full yeares, and ſpuit, was ( norwithltanding the bracke 
/A\6 (in his birth ) preferred betore his legitimate ſon Edmond vnder age : Nor 
PP *$: 4d Ath/ar Liſappoint the Kingdome in this worke, but performed allnoble 


CLISS)Y 


parts ofRceligiop, Iuſtice,and Magnanimity,and after ſixteene yecres reigne di- 
ed withonr ifluc, 

DMOND his brother ſucceeded him: A Prince likely to haue equalled 
} yy the worth of his Predecefſors, had he nor vntimely periſhed by the hand of a 
; S2, baſe Out-law m bis owne bouſc, at a feſtival! , amidſt his people that deare- 
—— iy loued, 2nd honoured him. And though he left rwo fons, yet was 


'DRED his brother preferred tothe Kingdome before them ; whe ( ma- 


IV 


FS 


1&7 he'> __ ually in worke by the Daxes during the whole time of his reigne, 
was Of ten yearcs, 

FER) WIN his nephew, the eldeſt ſon of Edmond, ſucceeded him (an irregu- 
= 22-52 ar yo) who imerrupting the courſe of goodnefſe hued diflolucely, and died 
& E2KRy wiſhedly, Orherwiſe had Edgar (the other ſon of Edmond) continued that rare 
ſucceſſion of good Princes, without the interpokition of any ill, which is nor 
inthe Fate of a Kingdome. FT 


FESD GAR, rhough he were but fixteene yeares of age, yet cavable of counſel, 
Ez was by the graue aduice of his B.ſhops ( who in that time ot zcale held eſpe- 
by FD) cially rhe raines onthe hearts, and affeRions of men) put, and direRed in the 
——* way of goodnefle, and became a moſt heroicallPrince. 

Amonct other his excellent aRtions of gouernment, hee prouided a mighty Nauy 
to ſecure his coaſts from invafion , which now hee found (though late) was the onely 
mezne to keep: out thi ſe miſerics from within, that thus lamentably afflied the Land 
euer before negli2ent, or not inured to Sea-affaires, For when the Romans firſt ſubdu- 


RL 


red with hides : whereby they, and after the Daxes (both mighty, as thoſe times gaue, 
in ſhipping) found that cafie footing they had, Yer Egbert is ſaid to haue prouded a 
firong Nauy , about the yeere 840, And Alfredthirty or forty yeeres after did the 


forth a Fleete conſiſting (as ſome write) of 1600, ſaile,others a farre greater number; & 
choſe he diuides,and places in foure parts of theRealme, making his progreſle yearely, 


of Kin 


as 


Ce EE 


tney were made the more pious, uſt, and carefull in their gouernment : otherwiſe it had- 


5! ring no variation from the line of Verrue continued by his Anceſtors) was | 


ed the ſame, there wzs no ſhipping but a few ſmall veflels made of wicker, and coues= | 


like. But cither now diſ-uſed, or conſumed by the enemy, Edgar re-cdifies, 'and fers } 


wirh part of his mighty Nauy,round about che whole Ile, whereof hee affamed thetitle } 


Þ much bcyond him in power : for he had all che Kingdom of AMercna-land | 


and euer before hand with fortune, And ſurely his father, he, and many thar ſucceeded | 


C——_ hn, Sams 


— 


— 


and co reduce it to one name, and Monarchie, hee was intituled King of all Albion, | 
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| as teſtifies his Charter granted to the Abbey of Aaldeſmesbury, in thele words: Ego 
| Edgarns totins Albionis Baſilers,nec non Maritimorum, ſeu inſulanorunm Regum circum ha. 

bitantium crc. For he hnuing firſt of a!l other made peace with the Danes , and oran- 
ted them quiet cohabitation through all his dominions ; kad the ſoueraigntic ouer 
them : And Kerfeth , King of Scots did him homage , whether for Cumberland, and 
Weftmerland,vwuecn co that Crowne by King Edmand his father ; or for his whole King- 
dome; I cannot lay. And five Kings of Wales did the like for their Country,aad came 
| all ro his Courr at Cardiff. 

So that hce ſeemes the firſt, and moſt abſolute Monarch of this land, thathither- 
to we inde : The generall peace char held all his r:tme, bonoured his name with the 
ticle of Pacrficns :. and rendred his Kingdome (neuer before acquainted with the glory 
of quictnefle )) very flouriſhing. Bur as if the ſame had beene giuen to ſhew , and 
not to vie (hike a ſhort calme betwixt ttormes ) ir laſted but little beyond his reigne 
of ſxrevte yeores 2: being too ſhort to cloſe the difſeuered ioynts of a commixed 
Kingdome ; Which was onely, to haue beene the worke of Time: and that none of 
theiclate Princes (who were beſt iike ro haue aduanced , and confirmed the State of 
a Monarchie) were ordained to haue, Bur all (as if things would another way) 
were pur off from their ends, by heir vntimely deaths : as was this glorious young 
Prince,in thet wo and thirtieth yeare of his age : leauing his ſon Edward, a child, to 
vadergoe the miſerics of nonage, to bee made a ſacrifice for ambicion , and a Sainc by 
perſecution,through the hand of a {tep-mother;whoto aduance net owne {on Ethelred, 
brak? in ouer the bounds of Nature and right,to make his way ; and is fayd , her ſelte 
to haue murchered him,comming to her houſe, eſtrayed, in hunting,anddiſcompagicd , 


inthe ]{le of Parbech. 
Ethelred. 


2 V T Ethelred,as if il] ſet, proſpered not on this ground: the entrance 
2, to whoſe reigne was bloud ;themiddle , miſery; and che end,confufi- 
2D on. They write, Saint D#»ſtas preaching at bis Coronation, propheti- 
cally{foterold him) of the calamities would follow this tranſgreffion : 
: FE fying : For that thou haſt aſpired tothe Crowne , by the death of thy brother, 
"Ceres & murthered by thy mother ; thus ſath the Lord: The ſword ſhall nener depart 
from thy houſe, yaome againlt thee all the daies of thy hife, ſlaying thoſe of ehy ſeed till the King- 
dome be tranſ} Ferredio another whoſe faſhzu,and language, *) people ſhall not know, Nor ſhall 
thy ſinnener the ſme of thy ignomr:10us mother, with her Counſellors bee expiated,but by long 
atengement, And this (w” --2er ſo vttered or not) was ratified inthe enentr, For ei- 
ther this vniuft diſordering the ſucceſſion, dr the concurrency of hidden cauſes meeting 
with it, fo wrou-h+ asthis late begunne Monarchie fell quite. aſunder, and begar 
the occaſion of two Conquelts, by forraine Nations , within the fpace of fiftic 
7eares, 
; For the Danes,hawng now beene ſo long inmates with the Engliſh, difipread ower 
ali parts by intermatching with them , and multiplying with the Jate peace and con- 
federations, had rheir party (though not their rule) greater then euer : ſo that this 0- 
portunitie of a young and vnſettled Prince, in a newand brangling State, drew oucr 
ſuch multirudes of other of the ſame Nation, as euery coaft and partoof the Land, 
were miſerably made the open rodes of ſpoile and ſaccage t in ſuch ſart , as the State 
knew not where to make any certaine head againſt them : for if jncountred in one 
place,they aſlailedanother,and had ſo ſure intelligence what, and where al preparations 
were raiſcd,as nothing could be effeted avaylable to quaile them; Whereupon Ethel. 
red, intheend , wasfaine,ſecing he could not preuaile with the ſword, to affaile them 
with mony,and boughta peace for 10000 pounds:which God wor,proued after,a very 
deere peny-worthto the common wealth,ſhewing rhe ſeller thereof, how much was in 
his power,& the buyer,zthow hard a rate his neceflity was to be ſerued; & yer nor ſure 
| of his bargaine,longer then the contraCtor would, Who hauing found the benefit of 
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Ethelred. 
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by 


this market , raiſcd the price thereof almoſt. every yeare, And yet had not Erhelred 


what he paide for : the Land in one part or other, neuer free from ſpoile and inuafiong 
but rather the more now oppreſt, both by the warre,and this taxation. Which was the 
firft we finde in our Annales, laidevpon the Kingdome ( and with heauic gricuance 
raiſed in a poore diſtreſſed State)continuing many ages after the occaſion was excinCt: 
And in the end(though in another name) became the vſuall ſupplyment,in thedangers 
of the Kingdomez,and the occaſions of Princes, 
And hereby Erhelred both inlarged the meanes, and defire of the enemy, ſo that ar 
length,came Swain, King of Denmarke, and Aulafe,King of Norway,in perſon,as if like- 
wiſe to recciue hire for committing outrage; and were both returned with great ſums, 
and Awlafe of a milder diſpoſition , with baptiſme. Theſe calamities from abroad, 
were made more, by the diſloyalcies at home, faith and reſpe& (being ſeldome found 
ſafe in loſt fortunes ) held not in moſt of the principall men imployed in the defence. 
Aelfrick, Admirall ofthe Nauy,is ſaid to haute giuen intelligence of all Sea-preparations, 
and diſappointed that worke, The Earles Fran, Frithigi/t, Godwin, and Twrkettle, deſ- 
cended of Danike progeny, andof greateſt commaund, deceiued rhe armies by Land, 
and wefe the auCthors of diſcouragement to the people they led. Eadric Earle of 
Marc-laxd, after them made Generall of the Kings forces,is branded with cuerlaſting 
ignominie, and the title of Falſe, for his batbarous difloyaltic , fruſtcating all attempts 
wherein he was imployed. 
Welned, aNobleman, for his miſdemeanor outlawed , made depredations on 
the coaſtes, with twentic ſhippes, and was the cauſe that foureſcore more ſent to 
take him in, were vtterly conſumed. This defeRtion of his Nobilitie , howſo- 


euer it might bee by their owne diſcontent , emulation, corruption , or affeRi- | 


on, is laide to the pride of Ethelred , whom yet wee finde more vnfortunate then 
weake , howſocuer they haue ſet his marke : and negleAed no occaſion ro make 
reſiſtance and preparations againſt all cuents, bringing often his affaires ro the ve- 
ric point of diſpatch, and yet put by, at an inſtant | bom all, as if nothing went 
with him, but his will ro doe worthily : which howſocuer it were, ( befides the 
miſerie to looſe) hee muſt haue ( that which accompanies infelicitic ) Blame, and 
Reproach, Though the many and deſperate battailes hee made; and. good conſti- 
tutions for the gouernment ; the prouifions to ſupply all important occaſions, ſhew, 
that he was not much behind the beſt Princes, bur onely in fortune, 

By the cxawple of Edgar his father,he procured a mightie Nauie; cauſing of cuery 
three hundred and ten Hide ox Plough-land throughout the Kingdome, a Shipve ro bee 
built, and of cuery cight , a Corſler to ber ſound ; Yer all chis ſhipping Rood him in 
little ftead, but was either quaſht with tempeſt,conſumed with fire by the enemy, or 
otherwiſe made vnuſefull -4 neglet, or ignorance : whereby the hope and infinite 
charge of the State were diſappointed, Famine,and mortality,the attendants of warre, 
with ſtrange inundations , wrought likewiſctheir part,as if conſpirators of deftruCti» 
on,all concurred to make a diſmall ſeaſon, 

Many yeares it was not, ere Swaive King of Danes, returned to raiſe againe new 
ſummes , by new affliftions ; and tormenting heere this poore turmoyled people, 
more then euer z receiues a fee for bloud-ſhed,to the ſumme of 48000 pounds,granted 
inthe generall aſſembly of the States at Londor; and apeace,or rather pation of ſerui- 
rude concluded ; with quier cohabitation, vlſe of like libertics, and a perfe& ynion 
berweene the two Nations,confirmed by oathes of either part , and hoſtages deliuc- 
red of ours. | 

Bur this as a breathing time, ſcarce held out theyeare: When the occaſion of 
greater miſchiefes was giuen by a vniucrſall maſſacre of the Danes ſuddenly heere 
contriued :and effeted by the Kings commandement, vpon the ſuggeſtion of Hmne, 
3 BY* Commaunder, and a violent warrier of that time: Vrging the inſolencie 
of the Danes,that now growne haughty with this peace, commicted many outrages, 


violating the Wiues and Daughters-of great men, with many other intollerable 
diſorders, 


Such, 
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Such, and fo ſuddaine was the generall cxecution of this act, throughout all parts 
of the kingdome art one inſtart, as ſhewed the concurrencie of an jnueterate rankor, 
and incompatibility of theſe two nations impoſſible to be conioyned. So that nei- 
ther Temples, Alrars, Supplications,nor any band of alliance , were auaileable to ſaue 
them from ſlaughter. Whereinto incenſe the more their king, Ganila,his fiſter , a wo- 
man of maſculine courage, who had 2 little before receiued Chriſtendome, a mediaror 
and pledge of the peice,hauing firft her husband and fon ſlaine in her fight, rather with 
a threatning,thea appaled countenance,met her death,making imprecationfor reuenge, 
and foretelling her bloud would,as it did,colt Erglazd deere, 

Scone was the notice of this enormious att, giuen to Swaire, and as ſoone armed 
with rage and power, re-entred hee the kingdome, hauing now a fayrer ſhew rodoe 
fowly,then euer : wrong had made him a right, who had none betore : and rhe people 
of the Land, not fo forward to mainrayne their aCt,as to commit it , rather were con- 
rent to giue him the poſſeſſion of their country , then thar hee ſhould win it: the grea- 


| reſt part ofthe Kingdomeſubmicting themſelues vnto him z onely the Citie of Londen, 


which Ethetred held fortified, made noble refiftance till hee left them; and conveyed 
himſelfe firlt into the Ifle of ight,and after into Normandy,whicher he had ſent Emma 
his Queene, with their two ſonnes, Aelfrid and Edward, before, from the rage of this 
tempeſt, But within two moneths he was recalled home by the people of England, vp- 
on the death of Swarne, who at the point to haue beene crowned King , and had gere- 
rally taken hoſtages and oarhes of fealcy,died ſuddenly:leauing his ſon Kxte to ſucceed 
his fortunes,and accompliſh what he intended, 

Ethelred returning, was ſoone furniſht wich an Army , ſets ypon Kante in Lindſey, 
where he lay with his fathers ſhipping, and Hoſtages,and draue him to take the ſeas : 
wherewith inraged , making about to Sandwich, hee miſerably mangled,and diſmem- 
bred thoſe hoſtages,and ſo ſent them home : himſelfe,with the ſpoiles his facher and he 
had gorten,returned to his Country, to make greater preparations for the proſecution 
of his purpoſe. Ethelredin the meanetime, to increaſe the ſumme of reuengement 
with more wrath,at a generall afſembly at Oxford; cauſed many ofthe Danique Nobili- 
tyro be murthered: Among which were Sigrfrith,and Zlorchar, Earkes of Northwmber- 
land, whom thefalſe Edric( who had a hand on each fide for miſchicte } inuiting 
ro his lodging, vnder pretence of feaſting , barbarouſly cauſed to be flaine : their fol- 
lowers, after they had fo long as they could deſperately. defended themſelues and their 
mailters,fled into a Church, where they were Wirth the ſame burnt, Knxte, armed with 
the greaiclt of his owne and neighbours powers made his confederates, landed againe, 
within the yearegat Sandwich,and without rcfiltance,had all the Weſt parts rendred vn- 
to him, with pledges for their obedience, and furniſhment with horſe and armor.- Here 
the fa'ſe Edric leaues his Liege-lord, and ycelds vp forty ſhips,and his periur'd faith to 
Kine, Ethelred,Janguiſhing in minde and body , Edmond his ſon,furnamed Iroyfide (to 
oppoſe yourh to youth)was imployed againſt this rabious inyador. A Pringe worthy of 
a better time, and had be found fairh, had made it {o , and delivered his County ax thas 
turne, from the worſt of miſeries,the conquelt by firangers. Ta 


Rnute. Edmond Ironſide. t 


L223 V T now vponthedeach of Ethelred (whoſe 37.yeares reigne, ſheFes 
L, thar infelicity ſhall haue time roo much and happineſſe too little.) Xnwure 
ax was by molt of theClergie and Nobility choſen King : onely che Cirty 
ZZ of London,with lome of the Nobility there about,made eleftion of Ed- 
24 mond, and furniſhed him with that power, as;thertby , with the coura- 
 W vious ardour of his youth (which commonlyis moſt in the firſt at- 
tempts) hee had the better in three imminent Þattels, within three moneths, and 
had likewiſe obtained the fourth at Eſſendon (likely to haue beene the laſt with the 
Danes) but that the diſloyall Edric ( late renouncing his new Lord ,- {ceing Edmonds 
part in Hoſſidilitie to preuaile ) 2gaine _— bis truth , and withdrew. himſelfe, 
| 2 and 
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and the charge he hadzto the enemy.This fatal batcel.loſt Ewgland:here periſhed the beſ? 
flower of honour it then had : Here amongſt che reſt was flaine,Y#zl, 2n Earle of Eſſex, 
of euer memorable worth,who had long ttood yp for the Kingdome, and in the time of 
Swaine,wasthe firſt that ſhewed there was hope and poſſibility to quaile the enemy,had 
there beene an vnion in loyatie, | 

From this bloudy worke, Edmond eſcapes to Gleceſter to recollect new forces;nor 
was hee ſo forſaken with this fortune , but that hee ſoone recorered another armie, 
to re-afſaile the enemie , that might bee idle ypon this victorie, Bur Knxre,as proui- 
dent in the proſecution of his bufinefle, as fortunate therein, makes after : Here , when 
both Armies were at the point to incounter, a motion of peare was propounded: 
Some ſay the two Kings, by ſingle combat conſented to decide their fortiines, and the 
ouer-commer to rake all : and thar {in an Ile of the river Sexern,their Armizs on ci- 
ther ſhore,ſpeCtators of the act) they tried the maiſtery for the prize of a Kingdome, 
Atter long and equall fight, finding each others wc rth,they caſt away their weapons, 
imbraced, and concluded the peace, But howſoeuer ; ir ſeemes (both fide; tyred with 
the miſeric of a conſumipg warre,neuer like tobe ended, but by the viter extirpation 
of the one; and confidering the danger of cither , and incertaintie of the future) were 
eaſily perſwaded to imbrace a preſent agreement : which was made,by partir g England 
berwixt themirwo, and confirmed by Oath and Sacrament : putting on each others 
Apparell,and Armes,as a ceremonie to expreſle the atronement of their mindes , as if 
they madetranſaction of their perſons each to other, Kate became Edmond, and Ed- 
mond, Knnte, A fatall exchange, for ſo free and magnanimous a Prince, as Edmend : 


| who indeed , was now no more himſelfe; and being but balfe a King, was in fo few 


dayes after,none : as makes this peace ſhew fouler then warre :for that armed him for 
life,chis expoſed him naked to death , which was ſhortly after treacherouſly giuen him 
at Oxford; ſome ſay,by the ſon of Edric ( as if to ſhew hee would bee the heire of his 
father alſo in Treaſon) whereby both the hope, and the other halfe of England were vt- 
terly loſt,as determinable with his reigne; which (with all we haue elſe of his magna- 


| nimous a&tions) iooke vp ſcarce the circuic of one whole yeare : And yet had that bene 


{pace enough for glorie (whoſe meaſure:is to be taken rather by the profundity , then 
the length,woich ſeldome holds long and cuen) could he hauz had that cleere: An bet- 


ter for his renowne,to haue died at the battaile of Eſſendon with Exgland, then condeſ- | 


cended to haue made it halfe Dexmarke,and hue, 


Ruute. 


> V T by this meanes,Kymre attained the abſolute dominion of the whole 
<> Kingdotne,which hee goucrned with better Tuſtice then hee gor it , con- 
2Y forming his native roughneſle, to a more ciui!l, and regular faſhion of 
& life : And to haue Exgland ſee, that now he was hers ; he ſends away his 
ea Nauic, and ſtipendary ſouldiers,home to their countries, and puts him- 
ſelfe wholly , vpon thispeople; taking the way of mildneffe , a better 
meanes for his eſtabliſhment , then force - but the Land paid for the remuneration of 
his people, & this euacuation of Strangers, 83600 pounds of filuer;which it rathcr 
conſented to doe at once,then to haue them a daily burthen,to peter the State for euer, 
At his firſt comming to the Crowne, he ſought to rid himſelfe, as well of his friends, 
as of tlioſe might prooue his enemies. Edric,who came firlt ro ſalute him ſole King of 
England (as if to tell, that he made him ſo) hee cauſed his head to be ſet on the higheſt 
part of the Tower of London ; therein performing his promiſe, of aduancing him aboue 
any Lord of the Land ,and thereby diſcharged himſelfe of ſuch a debt; which, though 
he ſhould haue paide , would neuer yer bee held fully cleered : giuing a generall ſatif- 
faction therby to the people, that reioyced to ſee Treaſon ſo juſtly rewarded. Like com- 
penſation had ſhortly after,the Earles Tark:{l, & Erick, who being baniſhed the Land, 
were executed vpon their arriuall in Deymarke. Bur the loue, and high opinion | 
of luſtice he gotin theſe, were loſt againe in thoſe ations , wherein hee tooke counſe!! 
onely 
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| publique manners. .S-uerc he was, bur not cru-}} : few.of his lawes fanguinarie, as be- 


| priſonmznt. To ſhew bis clemency, this ( amonglimany') is one example :: there-was 


| ther he went in perſon,and performed many workes of charitie and honour; both 


i \ Keute: 


of Edwin, and Edward the ſons of the late King Edmond (to whom apperrained the. 
moietie of rhe Kingdome'by contract ) and of Edwin tis brother;zwhich three hee ſent 
ro be mutthered abroad,to beguile che rumor ac home - Bur, which is ſtrange; thoſe 
times,though rough, affoorded not yet an in{lrumenr for the execution of his defire - 
and all theſe Princes were pzeſerued,and conueyed ont of danger by thoſe, who ſhould 
haue made them away, The two laſt were bred by Salomon, King of Hungarie,, where 
Edward(ſuruiuirg his brother ) marricd Agathafifterro that Queene,(and daughter to 
the Emperour Henry the ſecond Jby whom ne had two ſons, Edmond and Edgar;daugh- 
ters, Margaret :nd Chriſtian, ” | 
Aelfred,and Erward, ſons of King Ethelred, by Emme, were preſerued by Richard, 
Duke of Normandy their Vncle, and fo lay our of his way. | This priuate in:uftice 
which ofcen may be mcre in compaſſion,then hurt to the State)hee ſought rorecom- 
pence with all publique ſatisfaCtions : repairing the naufrage of the connon-wealth 
(made by the rage of warre) both in ornament andorder- creRirg Churches and Mo- 
naſteries,with laige patents of p:ouifions; both forthe expiation of his inmanities 
fore-commirt:ed,and to memorize the places of his vitories with his thankefulnefle 
ro Cod, The Confſtiturious Eccleſfalticall and Ciuile, diuulged in the lavguage of 
thar time,teſbific his tender piery,and care of Iuſtice : and are to full of religious ad- 
monitions, as it ſeemes he held,the beſt meanes ro haue lawes obſerucd, was, by ha- 
ving them firſt enacted in the conſciences of men, Amongſt others, hee infli&ted 
exaCt puniſhment on all intemperances of his peop'e, and offences commitced ag1ia lt 


ing notchecultome ofthe time , which though rough, yet found meanes to maintaine 
publique manners, without that luQtuall remedie of bloud, No puniſhments capitaÞ},vn- 
lefle conſpiracies: the reſt were all pecuniarie mult, baniſhments , bondage, or im- 


a law, that #/boſocner had committed theft, awd the goods found in his houſe, all bit fam.ly 
were mage bond, eur to the e111 in the cradles This he abrogarcs as molt vniuft, and or- 
daines , That onely the m«lefaflor, and ſuch as ſhould aide him ſhould 8:dure the puniſhment, 
azd that the wife ( vnteſſe the rhings ftalne were found vnuer her locks) ſhoula not ve guilty of 
her busba: ds offer.ce, | 

Thus was hee to his people, with whom, hee is ſay ro have {o well cleered himfelfe 
howſocuer he did with God ) that he became Kirg of their affeRions, as well as 
of thr Countrie. And to maintaine this opinion, hee did many popular as : as firſt all 
Rites of Honor and reverence to the memotie of the late King Edmeord, his confederate : | 
beſides, the executing all luch as could bee found to haue had any hand in thatmur- | 
ther, Then married hee hereat home, Emme , late wife ro:King Ethelred 4 though 
ir were more for his honourthen hers,to accept his bed, thar had beene the perſecuror | 
of her husband and children ) whereby hee held the Duke of Normanay, from attemp- | 
tivg any thing for his Nephewes,in regard, his ſiſter might naue other by him, : 
Hauing thus eltabliſhed this wightic Kingdome, occaſion prepazes him another, 
The people of N.rway,contemving the debilitic of their King, and conſpiring to de- 
poſe him,grew into faQtion: whereupon hee faſtens ; and with the great forces hee 
brought out of E-gland, the might of money, and high eflimation of his worthmeſfle, 
ſo preuailed, as hee ſoone obteyned that Kingdome;z and was now the moſt rerowned 
and potent Prince in all ch:ſe parts of the world: intitled, Kirg of Exgland, Denmarke 
and Norway. #4 TGH 
Here withall grew his magnificence, as wide as his power , and was eſpecially ex- 
tended to the Cnurch , which hee laboured moſt ro gratific,: cither for the con- 
ſcience of his deedes, or that his people, ( generally addifted to deuorion') might 
be made the more his. And hoiding it not enough ro powre out his immenſe boun- | 
ty heere within the land, {eckes to makes Rowe alſo feele the fulnefle thereof; whi- 


there, and in all his voyage. Hee freed the Saxon ſchoole, his predeceſſors of 
C 3 England 


caely of his feares, for the extirpation of all thoſe of the Royall bloud of England , As 
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England had founded , from all impoſition :as hee did likewiſe all fircights and paſſa- | 
ges where rrauailers were with rigor conſtrained to pay toll. | 

Of his entertainment at Rome with the Pope , Corrade the Emperour, and diverſe | 
other Princes of the Chriſtian world , himſelfe writes to the Biſhops and Nobilicy of 
England,and withall exhorts them yery powerfully to haue an eſpecial! regard ro the | 
due adminiſtration of Iuſtice,ro all his ſubieCts alike,without doing the lea wrong for 
his gaine, hauing no neede to aduance his revenue by fin: And alſo charges them to ſec 
all Charchſcot and Romeſeet fully clecred before his returne; | 

The ative vertue of this Prince, being the mightieſt, and moſt abſolute Monarch 
that euer yet appeared in this Kingdome , the author of ſc&, and firſt of anew Go- 
uernment , 1s ſuch zas ſhewes he firiued by all worthy waics,to lay the groundworke. 
of a State; which according to his frame,was liker to hold good to his poſteritie, they 
not. Andas likely was he,to haue beene the roote of a ſucceſſion, ſpreading into ma- 
ny deſcents,as was afterward the Norman;hauing as plentifull an iflue maſculine,es he: 
beſides,he reigned necre as long); farre better beloued ; of diſpofitionmore bountifull, 
ad of power,larger todogood, Bur it was not in his fate ; his children miſcaried in 
the ſucceflion, and all this great worke fell in a manner with himſelfe, 


Harold. 


tad Arald,che cldeft ſonne of Kynte ( ſome write by his fathers ordinance, 

ea (& others by the eleftion of the Danique Nobilitie,'in an aſſembly at Ox- 
S ford) was made King : whercas Godwin Earle of Kent , and rhe Nobility 
RV of Ergland,would p aue choſen Hardiknwte , borne of Queene Exrme,or 
elſe Alfride , the ſon of Erhetred,who is ſayd ro haue come out of Nor- 
mandy,vpon the death of Kawte,to claime the Crowne ; But Harald, be - 
ing at band carried it; The firſt aR of whoſe reigne , was the baniſhment, and ſurpri- 
zing all the Treaſure of his ſtep-mother Queene Emme : Then the purting our the eyes 
of Alfride her ſon, his competitor - and committing him to a loathſome priſon, where } 
he died. For which deed , the Earle Godwin beares a foule marke, as betraying him, 
Queene Emme repaires to Baldowin, Earle of Flanders, her kinſman,where ſhe remained 
during the reigne of Harold, which was bur of fourc yeares , and then with her ſonne 
Hardikamte(who came our of Denmarke as it ſeemes prepared for ſome thing clſe,then 
to viſit her at Bridges) returned into England, 


Hardiknnte. 


8 His Hardigznte inveſted in the Goucrnment , ſoone fruſtrated the hope | 
P X, and opinion forc-conceiued of him : and firſt in like ſort beganne with 
& that degenerous aQt of revenge (whereinnone are ſayd ſo much to de- 
dY light in, as women) cauſing the body of the late King to be vnromb'd, 
$2 thc head cut off, and throwne into Thames; Then makes inquifition 
for ſuch as were guiltie of rhe death of Alfride, his brother by the mother : whereof 
Earle Godwin ahd the Biſhop of Worcefer are accuſed ; The Biſhop is diſpolieſt his Sea : 
and the Earle with a rich and rare deuiſed preſent, in forme of a ſhip of gold , appeaſed 
that furie:making proteſtation of his innocency before the whole Nobility, with whony 
in reſpe& his deeperoote had ſpread ſo many branches,he ſtood firme,and all the blame 
was layde tothe violence and rankor of the late King. | 
Beſides the offending theſe great men, hee added a generall. grieuance to the whole. 
Kingdome, by a prodigall largeſſe,giuing toeuery Mariner of his Nauy eight Markes, | 
and to euery Maifter tenne , Which he impoſed to beepaide by the State. But after 
having called home Edward his other halfe brother , out of Normandy , hee liued not 
long, for farther violences; Dying ſuddenly the ſecond yeare of his reigne, in the | 
dickes tionof a marriage at Lambeth in his greateſt iolity , not without ſuſpicion of 
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nued 26,yeeres vnder theſe three laſt Kings) and that without any cracke or noyſe, by 
reaſon the nation had rio predominant fide, that might ſway the Stare, in reſpe&t of the 
reeuſſion of their power home in the fitlt yeere of K»me, and no great admuſsion of o- 
thers after : and that ſuch, as wcre here before; were now ſo incorporated with the Eng- 
liſh,as they made one body : and moſt of them planted in the temore parts of the King- 
dome,thart lay ouer againſt Deymarke: whereby, that which with all the ſtrugling X no 
power or diligence of man could refilt, expired of it ſelfe : leauing England to a King of 
her own,and Denmarketo ciuill diſcord about the ſucceſsion; Norway Iikewile returning 
obedience toa ſonof Olaxe, recoucred quietneſſe,and a home-borne King, 


Edward the (onfeſſor. 


DW ARD (the ſon of Ethelred) is ſent for into Normandy,and by 
Y\ | che whole State eleCted,and crowned King of Eng/and,at Wincheſter, 
Ne | by Edfine Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Anno 1042. becing about forty 

4d | yeeres of age. Godwin Earle of Kent , was a principall agent in his 
prefermenr,bur, for his owne'ends. The Kingdome (as hauing deere- 
ly paide for the admiſsion of ſtrangers ) ordained, that he ſhould not 
bring auy Normans with him, The firſt At he did, was the remi{l- 
fon of the Daregilt, impoled by his Father, which amounted to forty thouſand pounds 
yeerely, and had beene paydfor forty yeeres paſt, Hee cauſed the Lawes to bee col- 
iced, out of thoſe of the Hercians, Welt Saxons, Danes,and Northumbrian, and to bee 
written in Latine, He was a Prince molt highly renowmed for his piety; and fit for no 
other, then the calme time he had, For hauing beene ſo long brought vp with the 
Nunnes at Jamieges in Normandy,he ſcarce knew to be a man, when he catne into Eng. 
lard. And to ſhew how little he vnderſtood himſelfe; they note , how ina great anger, 
he ſayd to a baſe fellow, that diſturbed his game in hunting , / would puniſh thee , were [ 
able. And,as if he had yowedtheir continency,with whom hee was bred, hee was fo farre 
from knowing other women ( either through conſcience or debility ) as his owne wite 
| after his death, proteſted her ſelfe free from any carnall a&t done by him, and yer live 
he (for the moſt part) with her in all formall ſhew-of marriage. 

The ſoft fimplicity ofthis King , gaue way to the greatneſſe of the Earle Godwis, 
and his children , who for that he would ſeeme the eſpeciall man in his preferment to 
tne Crowne; and by matching his daughter Edith ts him, ſwayed chiefly che wheele of 
that time : and yet not without oppoſition : For Syward, Earle of Northumberland, and 
Leofrike,Earle of Hereford (men of as great State and ſpirit) ſeeing him moſt for him- | 
ſelfe, became more for the King, and had their turne in performing very noble ations. | 
Nor did their emulation , but much conduce to the preſent benefit both of che King, 
and State; For the Earle Syward would not be behind hand, in effeRing as braue deedes 
in the North, as Harold, Earlc of Weſtſexe, rhe ſon of the Earle Godwin performed a- 
oainſt the Feleb, inthe Weſt : For the firſt depriued of life and Crowne , Macbeth, an 
vſurper,and inueſted Malcelin,in the Kingdome of Scotland ; the other defeited Rrv, and 
Gr:ffine,cwo brothers,Kings of Wales,and {ſubdued that Prouince to this Crowne, 
Befides the Earle Godwin, had to ſtruggle with an Archbiſhop of Cazterbury , Robert 
a Normangpreferred from a Monk, firſt to Londos, and afterto that Sea, by the King, 
inwardly affecting moſt thatnation, as being part of their bloud , and bred amonyft 
them, Ofwhomir ſeemed ( notwithſtanding the former order taken to the contra- 
ry) he had many about his perſon, whoſe neerenefle, being ſtrangers, whartſoeuer they 
did, could nor auoyd to be thought to doe all offices againit the Earle, and the Engl/h 
in generall : whereby, what went not right in the line of mens deſires, was thoughr to 
be their cauſe. And in ſtomackes full charged, this dccafion gaue more fire. Ewſtace 
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and returning into France, his Harbenger in taking vp lodgings at Doxer , vpon his 
peremptory behauiour, was by a Citizen {laine ; The Earle arriuing with all his traine, 


rae” with him ended the Gouernment of the Danes in England (hauin g onely conti- 
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purſues, and flue the homicide, with 18. other. The City ſeeing this, tooke armes, and' 
in the bickeriag,the Exrle Joſt 22,0f his men : whereupon , backe he haſtes to the King, 


agorauares che infolency of the Citizens fo farre; that the Earle Gedwir is ſent for, and 
commanged with a power of men, to make againlt rhe Cicy of Dower , . to chaſtice the 
people. The Earle ( conſidering it was vpon the information of one fide ) aduiſed the 
King rather to fend for che chiefe of the City, ro vnderftand what they could ſay for 
themſelues, and accordingly to proceed; which (being taken for a coldnefle in the bu- 
fineſſe, and of fauour to his Countrimen) gave the King and his enemies occaſion to 
ſuſp: & his affection, 

Shortly after , the Earle is ſummoned to an Afﬀembly at Gloceſter,where neither hee, 
nor any of his ſons would appeare; and ſuſpeCting ſome practiſe againſt him by his 
enemies, raiſes forces, pretending to ſuppreſle the Welch, who were not found to oftend ; 
whereuponthe Aflembly remoues to London, ſummons him againe to make his appea- 
rance,to dilmifl: his forces, and ro come onely attended with twelve perſons, Hee 
ſends them word; ro diſmiſſe his forces hee was content, or any thing clſe the King 
would commaad him, ſo i: were with theſafety of his life and honour ; bur to come 
diſ:ccompanicd, was for neither, Then was hee commanded within fiue dayes ro de- 
partthe Realme, which he did, and with Touſtaine, and Swayne his ſons , gets him in- 
to Flanders, where Toxſtaine married the daughter of the Earle Baldozin the 5, Harald 
his eldeſt ſon, departs into Ireland : the King puts from him the Queene , to bee par- 
aker of the diſgrace, and miſery of her houte ; who is deſcribed ( by the writers of 
thoſe times) to haue beene a Lady of rare parts, excellemly learned , beautifull , and as 
faire of minde as body, Thc Earle Godyin in this deſperate fortune (whillt the French 
and his enemies poſſeſt the King) fell ro Pirapy,difturbed the coaſts , approached Lon- 
don,by the Riucr; and being ſo popular, as no forces would oppoſe againft him , mace 
at Jenvth his owne peace with power; in ſuch ſort,as the French fearing reuenge,fortooke 
both the Ceourt,and Kingdome, BY 

Thus (as fore. pointing to a ſtorme rhat was gathering on that coaſt ) began the firſt 
difference with che French nacion : which, thus acquamted with the diſtraCtion of the 
Kingdomr,and faRtions of great men, wrougirt on thoſe aduantages, and were inſtru. 
ments to draw on the fatal! encerprize that tollowed, 

The weakeneſſc of che King, and the diſproportionate greatneſle of the Earle God- 
win, being riſen yp from ſo grear afall ./ learning thereby, ro looke better to his feere, 
and mzke his ſides [trong) iacreaſed theſe dilcontemtments, and. partialitics in the 
Stite 3 whcreinmany a; of iniuſtice, by the ſway of power and paſſion , were com- 
mitted; which did much blacken that rime of peace, and made a good man (not by do- 
ing, but enduring ll) held ro be a bad King. | 

And itis ſaid, that Emme, the Queene mcther, had her part of much afliftion in his 
rejenc, ſuffering both in her goods and fame : and now to purge her ſelfe of a ſcandall 
raiſed on her with Alwyn Biſhop of Wincheſter, ſhe vader-went the triall of Fire-Ordeall 
(which was to paſſe blind-fold, with bare feere, ouer certaine plough-ſhare, made red 
hote,and layd an vneuen diſtance one before the other )which ſhe lately performed. And 
the reaſon why,both her ſon and the State ſo lictlereſpeRed this great Lad y,whoſe ma. 
ny yeeres had made her an aQtor in diuers fortunes, was, for that ſhe never afteed Kin g 
Ethelred , nor the childcen ſhe had by him : and for her marriage with Kate, the great 
enemy and ſubduer otrhe Kingdome,whom ſhe euer much more loued liuing,and com- 


| m<nded dead, 


It ſeemed theſe priuate grudges, With mens particular ends, held theſetimes ſo bu- 
fied, thatthe publike was negleCted, and an iflue-leſſe King , gaue matter for ambition 
| 3nd power, to build hopes and praCtiſes vpon: though for his owne part, hee ſhewed tro 
haue had a cate for the ſucceſsion,in lending for his Nephew Edward , inticled the Qut- 
law,with his children, out of Hungary, But Edward,ſhor:ly zftcr his arriuall, died, and 
Edgar his ſon ( ſurnamed Atheling ) tolay Prince Edgar ) whom hee had by his wife 
Agatha, daughter tothe Emperor Henry the 2, who ( cither by reaſon of bis youth, 
which yet was no barre to his right, or being borne and bred a ſtranger , little knows 
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ing.or knowne to the Kinegdome) had his claime neglected vpon the death of this Proxs 
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King. Which was Ano 1065. when he had reigned 24+ yeares, H13 Corps was inter- 
red in the Church of Feſtminſfter, which he had nzwly founded. 


Haraldtheſecond. 


22ND Harald, ſon ito the Earle Godwin (thenext day after ) was prefer- 
© þ red to the Crowne , whcthict by any title hee might pretend from the 
PD Danique Kings,as deſcenced from that Nation (and,asſome report, ſon 
7 S\WA oo Githa,fiſtr to Swaine,) or by mcere cleCtion of the greater part of the 
7, — Nobility, we cannot lay : bur jr ſeemes , the preſſu g necetsity of the 
rane, that required amore man, to vnadergo the burthen of warre, and that crouble, the 
world was like to fall into, by reaſon of the claimes now made, both by the Dare, and 
Norman,caft it ſuddainly vpon him; as tne moſt eminent man of rhe Kingdome, both by 
the experience of his owne deſeruings,and the {trength alſo of his owne,. 1d the a.lianc: 
of his wife Atgith,filter of Edwin aud Aorchar, Earles of Yorkeſbire and Cheſter, Neither 
did hee faile ( butinforrune) roimake good this election; taking all the beſt courſes, 
both for the well ordering of the State,and all prouifions for defence, that apoliticke and 
aCtiue Prince could doe. Burt being to deale in a broken world, where the aticQticns of 
men were all difioynted,or dafht with the terroc of an approaching miſchiefe, failing 
(as vſually is ſeene in theſe publique feares}both1n their diligence,and courage to with- 
ftand it,ſoone found more thencnoughto doe, 

And the firſt man , which bevan to diſtucbe his new gouernment, was his owne 
yonger brother Touſtaine,who(in the time of the late King Edward, hauing the gouern- 
ment of Northumberland) was for his pride and immanities ſhewed 1n thote parts, ban1- 
ſhed the Kingdome; and now by reaſon of his former concetued hatred againtt his 
brother,eafily ſet on by the Duke of Normandy, and Bal:owin, Eatle of Flanders (whoſe 
two daughters the Duke and be nad married ) aſfailes firſt the Ile of /ight, and afcer 
ſers vpon the coaſt of Kerr, whence he was chaſed by the power of Harald, and forced 
ro withdraw into the North parts ; and there ſeeking to land, was likewiſe repulſed, bv 
the Earles Aorchar and Edwin. Then craves he aide of the Scots, and after of Harald, 
ſurnamed Harfager, King of Norway, being then taking in the Orcades , andexercj- 
fing piracy in thole parts; whom he induced with all his forces to inuade England, And 
landug at Tiwmonth ( diſcomfcicing uncir firſt incounters ) they marched into the heart 
of the Kingdome wichourreſiſtance, Necre Stamford, King Harald of England ict them 
with a puiſſar.t Army; and after long and cager fighr,ended the day with viRtory, and the 
death ofhis brother Touſtaine,and the King of Norway. 

But from hence was hee callcd with his wearied and broken forces, t6& a more fatall 
buſiefſc inthe South, For now #49: Duke of Normandy ( pretending a rivh. to the 
Crowne of E-gland, by the Teſtament of the late King Edward his Ki1ifman ; v10n the 
aduantage of a buſie time,and the disfurniſhment of rhGje parts) landed ar Pemſey , not 
farre from Haſtings in Swſſex : neere to which place, was iricd by the gren: * © iz of 
Gods judgement in barteil (rhe right of power ) berweene the Engliſh and Nov1nan Na- 
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tion. A barrell (the moſt memorable of all orher,) and howſocuer miſe:ab'y I: ., ver 
moſt nobly fought on the part of England; and the many wounds of Harald there f13ine, 
with 60,thouſand 9.hundred 74. of Erglſh,ſhew,how much was wrought to haue ſaucd 
their Countrey from the calamity of forraine ſeruitude, 

And yet, how ſo great a Kingdome as _— chen Was , could with one blow bee 
ſubdued by fo ſmall a Province as Normandy -(1n ſuch fort, as it could never after 
come to make any generall head againſt the Conquc rour ) might ſeeme ſtrange; did 
not the circumſtances afore noted, and other concurrent caules, hereafter to bue decla- 
red, giue vs faire and probable reaſons thereof : Befides , the indiſpoſition of a diſe3ſed 
time , as it is defcribed by fuch as liued neereſt ic, may giue vs great evidence in this 
examination. For they fay, the people of this Kingdome, were (by their bzeing ſecure 
from their former enemy the Dare,and their long peace; which had held , ina manner, 
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from the death of King Edmond Ironſide , almoſt fifty yeeres;) growne neglcRiue of 
Armes , and generally debauſhed with luxurie and idlenefle : the Clergie licentious, 
and onely content with a tumultuarie learning : The Nobility given toGluttony, Ve- 
nery,and Opprefſion : The common ſort to Drunkennefſe, and all diſorder : And they 
ſay,that inthe laſt aCtion of Harald at Stamford, the braueſt men periſhed, and himſelfe 
growing inſolent vpon the yictory ( retaining rhe ſpoyles , without diſtribution to his 
ſouldiers, not inured to be commanded by marriall diſcipline) made them diſcontent, 8 
voruly : and comming to this battell with many mercinary men, and a diſcontented 
Armv,gaue great occaſion to the lamentablelofle thereof, 

Beſides , the Normans had a peculiar fight with long bowes, wherewith the Enghſþ 
(then altogether vnacquainted ) were eſpecially ouerthrowne, And yet their owne 
Writers report , how the maine Battalion of the Erg//h (conſiſting of Bils,their chiefe 
and ancient weapon ) heldina body ſo cloſe lockt together , as no force could diſſolve 
them; till the Normans (faining to flic) drew them to a diſordered rout, And ſo they ex- 
cuſe the fortune of the day. 

The body of King Harald, which atthe ſute of his mother { who ſent two Monkes 
ofthe Abbey of Waltham to entreate the ſame of the Conqueror )was after much ſearch, 
amongtt the heapes of the dead found, and interred, in the ſame Abbey, which himlſelfe 
had founded, He was a King, who ſhewes vs nothing bur miſerie,reigned leaſt,and loſt 
moſt of any other. He lefc foure ſons, Godwin, Edmond, Magnns, and Wolfe : the two el- 
deſt fled away after this batraile into {relard, and from thence made ſome attempts vpon 
the Weſterne coafts of Ergland , but to little effe&t, And here ended the line of the Sax- 
on Kings,about five hundred yeeres after the firſt comming in of Hengsf, and their plan- 
tation inthis Kingdome, 

And thus hauel in the ſtraighteſt courſe (wherein, that vneuen compaſſe of Antiqui- 


tity could dire me) got ouer the wide, and intricate paſſage of thoſe cimes that lay be- 


yond the worke, I purpoſe more particularly to deliuer, And now, 
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dÞ Come to write ofa time, wherein the State of England receiued an alte- 
W/2 ration of Lawes, Cuſtomes , Faſhion, manner of liuing, Language, wri- 

, 3 ting, with new formes of Figls, Fortfications, Buildings, and gClne- 

2&8 rally an innouationin-moſt things, but Religion So that from this 

29 RS A mutation , which was the greateſt it cuer had, wee are to begin with a 
new account of an England, more in dominion abroad , more in State, and ability ar 
home,and of more honour and name in the world , then heretofore : which by beeing 
thus vndone,was made , as if it were , inthe Fate thereofto get more by loſing , then 
otherwiſe, For as firſt , the Conqueſt of the Daves , brought it tothe entireſt Go- | 


uerniment it euer poſſeſt at home, and made ic moſt redoubted of all the Kingdomes of 
the North: ſo did this of the Norman by comming in vponit, make a way to let out, 
and ſtretch the mighty armes thereof ouer the Seas, into the goodly Prouinces of the 
South : For before theſe times , the Emg/ih Nation , from the firſt eltabliſhment in this 
Land, about the ſpace of 500.yeeres,ncuer made any ſally out of the Iſle , vponany o- 
ther part of the world, but buſied at home jn a diuided State , held a broken Gouern- 
ment «ith the Dares,and of no great regard, it ſeemes, with other Nations , till Kate 
led them forth into the Kingdome of Norway, where they firſt ſhewed efteRts of their 
valour,and what they would be,were they imployed. 

But the Normans, hauing more of the Sun, and civility (by their commixtion with 
the Engliſh) begat ſmoother faſhions, with quicker motions in them then before. And 


being a Nation free from that dull diſeaſe of drinke , wherewith their former Con- 
querors were naturally infected , induted a more comely temperance , with a neerer 
regard of reputation and honour, For where as before, the Exgl4þ lived loole, in little 


homely Cottages, where they ſpent. all their reuenues in good tare , caring for little 
other, 


Ts” 


© | other gaicty atall. Now after the Norman manner, they build them goodly Churches, 
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and ſtately houſes of ſtoae, prouide berter farniſhments q erect Caltles, and Tow ers in 
other ſorcthen before, They incloſe Parkes for their priuate pleaſure; being gem 
rhe gcnerall liberty of bunting, which heeretofore they enioycd ; — all rhe 
termcs of building, hunting, tooles of workemen, names of moſt — ts _— 
raining ro the defences and adoraments of life, came all to bee in Frenc - -_ wit - 
all,che Norman habits,and faſhion of liung,became generally aſfumed , > . _ 
of noucly,and to take away the note of difference , which could not be well lookc on, 
inthart change, 
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And though the body of our language remained inthe Saxon, yetit came - alrered 
in the habite of the French rongue , as now we hardly know it, inthe ancient forme ir 
had; 2ndnotfo much as the Character wherein it was written, but was altred to that 
of che Roman and French, now vied, Burt to the end we may the better know wr man, 
and the Nation that thus ſubdued vs; we muſt take our courſe yp to the head of their 
originals. The Normans, we finde to have iſſuedour of Norway and Dermarke,and were | 
of inke manners,25 therelt of thoſe Northerne countries:which by reaſon of the apt mix- 
ture of their Phlegmatique and Sanguine complexions, with their Pay _ 
drivo,withour any tye of marriage, yeelded that continuall OC peop e, 
as they were forced to vaburthen themſclues on other Countries , where ocuer their 
violence could make them roome. And out of chis redundancy, Ronl,or Ron v0 __ 
Commander amongſt them, furniſhed a robuſtious power , inthe time of King A/frid, 
and firſt landed in E:glard ( that _—_ in the Roade to F: theſe com — 

ing no roome empty, nor any imployment, was content ( vpon | - 
—_ vie his forces = whore hich he did againſt Rambalt, Duke of Frize , and 
Reignier Duke of Chaumont, and Hennalt : with whom he had many violent —_— 
and committed great ſpoyles in their Countries, Which done; he paſſed along = _ 
of France, cntred the mouth of Seine, and ſackt all the Country vp to Roan: W = t : 
people hauing beene lately before miſerably afflicted by Haſting ( — or | 
the ſame Nation) were ſo terrified by the approach of theſe new forces , w-— the _ - 
biſhop of Roan, by the conſent of the people, offered him the obedience of => oy, 
and the Country about, on condition hee would defend them, and miniſter - - 
according tothe Lawes of Chriſt, and the Cuſtomes of the Countrey, For Charles 
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che Simplezthen King of France,ycelding no preſent ſuccour ( beeing otherwiſe imbroi- 
led hw the right of his Comes) _ him the opportunity to pon a” _ place F 
and to grow ſo powerful] , as ſhortly after he attempted the Conque g - aris 0 
gaue many notable defcits to the French Leaders, So thatinthe end, Charles was aine 
to buye his peace With the price of an alliance, and the whole Countrey of Naeſftria 
(or Weftrich) which of the Normans, was after called Normandy. And thereupon Rout 
became a Chriſtian, and baptized, had the name of Robert, given by Robert, __ 
Eudes late King of France , who then ſtood in competition for that Crowne = 
Charles the Simple: and is ſaid to haue ynder-aided Row! ſecretly , of purpoſe to og GS 
him friend his deſignes; —_— hee _— it inanarticle againft Charles, the gi- 

ing away his Country,and the fauouring of ſtrangers. 
"a - _ Rout: o eſtabliſh a ho ro his poſterity, ordering the ; ame with that 
iudgement and equity, as he left his name in a perperuallreuerence , and hisſt ucceſſors 2 
firme foundation to plant ypon.From him, in a direct line,deicended ſixe Dukes of Ner- 
mandy inthe ſpace of 120.yeares : William. Richard,1. Richard,2, who had two ſons, 
Richard nnd Robert char ſucceſſiuely inherited the Dukedome, : : 

Robert, after he had gouerned eight yeares (cither meerely for deuotion, which cha- 
rity ought rather deeme) or expiation for ſome ſecret guilr * wherewith his conſcience 
might Rand charged, about his brothers death ( which becauſe it was yntimay, 
might be thought vnnaturall) reſolues to viſite the Holy Sepulchre, And acquainting 
his Nobility therewith, was by them much difiwaded,in regard hee had no iflue : and 
for that (already _—_— ) Alain,Earle of Brittaine,and the Earle of Burgogne, were in 
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conteltation , who ſhould ſucceede him inthe Dutchie : ſo that vpon his death , and 
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{ with his owne hand,to Herr che firſt, King of France : whom before hce had mainely 
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heir trife,the Coumry was like, to become aprey tothe ſouldier, from which, in con- 
ſcience he was bound, by his beſt meanes ro ſecure it, The Duke willed chem ro bee 
content : I haue (faid hee) a little Baſtard, of whoſe worthinefle I have great hone, and 
I doubtnor bur hee is of my begetting : him I will inuel(? in che Dutchie as mine bteire 2 
And from henceforth Ipray you take him for your Lord, The Exile of Briieaine (not- 
withſtanding | is competition ) toſhew the affiance I haue in him, I will conlticute 
his gouernour , and Seneſchall of Normandre; the King of France ſhall be his Guardian, 
and ſol leaue him to Gad,and your loyalties. 

Shortly after, the Biſhops and Barons did their homage to his baſe ſonne , named 
william,who was the fixt Duke of Normanare after Roxle,begonen on Arlerte,a meanc 
woman of Fala;ſe. And Duke Robert taking his intended journey, delivers the Child 


aided inpreſeruing bis Crowne ( left him by his father King Roberes Teſtament ) againſt 
his elder brother, and his mother Conſtance, which with a great fide of Nobility, {to0d 
for the right of Primogeniture, according to the cuftome of France : And theretore 
mighrthe more pretume (if good turnes done ro Princes could weigh ſo mucin, as 
their ſelfe-reſpe&ts would nor turne the skale ) to haue had a faire diſcharge ot his trul}: 
and him for a Protector , whoſe power was beſt able ro bee fo. And cauſing the | 
Childe ro doe homage for his Dutchie of Normandy , commits bim to his Royall tairh 3 
departs his Court, and ſhortly after his life , in 4a. Whereuoon his ſucceflor, bur 
nine yeares of age, becawe obnoxious to all the miſeries that afflit Princes in their 
pupillage : beſides the reproach of his birth; which though his honor and vert mighr 
Jet Ouer,yet lay it euer a barre in his way,and hindred his ftanding cleere, ſtood . :cne- 
uer ſo high, 1 

The Nobles of Normandy ſaone ( after his fathers death , by much entreaty, 
got him out of the French Kings hands ) thinking the having him amongſt them, 
would adde more to his Counſellors, and ſuch as were in office : and the State of 
a Court , awe his S ate the beiter;.. Bur ſoone they found , the hauing his per- 
ſon ( without his power ) was, bur to pur them our,inco more diſcord, anc faction. 

For preſcntly followed the murthering , and poiſoning of Goucrnors,diſplaciag of 
Officers; intrufion,{upplantation,ſurprizings, and recouerings of his perſon , by a No- þ 
bilitie, ſtubborne, haughty , and incompatible of each others precedency or neere- 
neſſe, Brut this was the leaſt, as becing done all for his Ss. Now followed 
more dangerous practiſes againſt him. His right was quarrelled by competitors, 
cleere in bloud, and great in meanes, Whereofthe firſt ( though fartheſt off in deſ- 
cent) was Roger de Treſy ,bringing afaire line from Roxfe.and much proofe of his owne 
worth, by hauing gotten great experience, inthe Sarazire Warre in Spaize : whereby 
ypon his returne , entertaining and feaſting the great, and eſpeciall men of worth; 
hee was growne powertull , well followed, and beloued of many : in ſo much that at 
length, meaſuring his owne height , he VIges, What wrong it was that a Baſtard, and | 
4 Childe , ſhould bee preferred before him, in the ſucceſsion'sf the Datchie , his Axceſtors had 
nobly gotten : and what a ſhame the Normans ( a people of that worth ) wouli endure to | 
be ſo gonerned; ſeeing they had others of the renowned race of Roule , William , ard Ri- | 
chard, Dukes of Normandy , of a lawfull and dxett line , if they held him vnworthy to #s:« | 
berite the State. And becing impatient ( 8s is ambition that cuer rides without | 
raines)of any long delay, brings his claime to a ftrong battaile in the field , which by | 
the valiancie of Roger as Beaumoxnt, was viterly defeited , and himſelfe with his two 
brethren ſlaine. Whereby all feare that way was extinguiſhed , and the repuration | 
of the Duke and his, ſo much aduanced, as the King of France ( notwithſtanding his | 
turelary charge) rooke from him the Caſtleof Thwilliers, and demoliſht ir , pretending 
the infolencies committed there, by the Garriſons, ypon his ſubicRts ; and-m;kes 
ſhew as yet , onely to keepe things even, But long it wasnot, ere hee plainely i be. 
wrayed his minde; ayding in perſon #7;t;am Earle of Arques, brother to Duke Fobere, 
and ſon to Richard the Second , making his claime to the Dutchie, and brings a n#gh. 
ty Army to ſuccour Arques , aſſhicged by Conte Giffard , the Dukes Generall ; who 


_ ———— 
0,4 wr 
R 


_ 


L 


_, No os D KY Yo wo 


. —— I 
4 


thenext way to Fallaiſe : The Gentleman perceiuing who hee was (though as then 


| the faithful ſeruice his father had done him : how he was his homager , vnder his tu- 


The Life of William theft. 


— 


= ——— 
— 


by a ſtratagem ſo trayned the French 1nto an ambuſh) as hee ouerthrew their whol 
power,and returnes the King to Paris,wich great lofle, and diſhonor : leating Arques 
the firſt 4rch of triumpb)ro this Conqueror,not yer ariued to,ſeuentecne yeares of age; 
and the diſcomfeited competitor to ſecke his fortunes with Exſtace Earle of Bologne, 
finding vpon his recurne little grace in Court; where fortune euer alters credite,and few 
regard men ouerthrowne, 
This ftorme ouerpaſt, another ſucceeds more dangerous ; there lined with Duke 
FWillian,a young Lord of like yeares , named Guy ſon to Regnals , Earle of Borgogze, 
and Alix,daughter to Ricbard the ſecond; who comming to bee ſenfibleof his intereſt, 
was aduiſed by ſome ſtirring ſpirirs,to atrempr for the Duchie, which they ſaid apper- 
tained to him in right , and was wrongfully yſurped by the Baſtard : And to aduance 
his purpoſe, there happens deadly hoſtility berweene two of the greatelt Lords of 
Worm andie(Viconte Neele, and the Earle of Beſſin) whole debate, Duke William did not, 
or could not pacifie, This Gy (lately made Earle of Bryory, and Vernon, interpoſed 
bimſelf: ro compoſe this diſcord ; and by the aduice of Grimonte de Pleſſis (a principall 
mouer in this' worke ) ſo wrought, that either of theſe Lords, turned the point 
of their malice vpon him, who in their quarrel! fauouring neither, made both 
to haze him; and eafily conſpire with G#y to murther him at vnawares: which 
they had done, had not a certaine Foole (whom, for being held a naturall ; 
they. ſuſpected not ) _ cheir preparations , got away .in the dead of 
the night to Yalogne, knocking and crying at the gate, till hee was admitted ro 
the Dukes preſence, whom he willed in haſt to flie, or hee would bee murthered. The 
Duke ſeeing the Foolein this affrighr,thought dangers were not to be weighed by the 
worth of the reporter , but by their likelyhood ; and knowing his fortune was liable 
vnto 21l ſuddaine aſſaſinarions; inſtantly takes horſe and all alone poſtes to Fakhaiſe, 
his eſpeciall place of ſtrength : on the way , his horſe being tyred , about breake of 
daie,he comes to a little village called Rye, where, by good fortune, the gentleman of 
the place, was (tanding at his doore,readic to goe abroad;:'of whom the Duke enquires 


very vawilling to be knowne) humbly craues the cauſe of his ſo ftrange and vntime. 
ly riding alone: Tae Duke ſceing himſelfe diſcouered, tells the occaſion - the gen- 
tleman (whoſe name was Robert de Rye ) furniſhes him with a freſh horſe, and ſends 
two of his ſons to conduct him the neereſt way to Faflaiſe : No ſoonergvas hee gone 
out of fight, hut after poſt the conſpirators. enquiring of the ſame Gentleman , whe- 
ther hee ſaw the Duke ; who anſwered, that hee was gone alittle before, ſuch a way 
(ſhewing them a diuers path ) and rode on with them, offering his ſeruice to Conte 
Beſſin ; where they made themſelues ſo powerfull,as the Duke withdrew him to Roan, 
and fromthence tothe King of Fraxce, ro craue his ayde, putting him in minde of 


telary charge , and had no other ſanRuary of ſuccour to flie ynto, inthis caſe of his 
mutinous and turbulent Nobility ; the effe&t whereof was of dangerous conſequence 
tothat Crowne, And fo farre vrged the importancy of reliefe, as thevKing ar length 
(whoſeemes was yet content to baue him bee, rhough not too ſtrong , and perad- 
venture rather him then his competitor G#y de Bargogre ) aided him in perſon with a 
puiſſanc Army againſt theſe comperitors, whom they found in the vale of Danes with 
as Srear power and reſo[ution to bid them batraile,as they to afſaile them. Here one 
Guilleſon, Vncle to Yiconte Neel by the mother , forced his horſe into the bartailion 
of the French,and made at the King , and firake him downe with his Launce : which 
Conte Saint Paxle perceiving, haſtes to incounter him with that violenee , as both 
fell to the earth : bur Gailleſon ſoone gets vp , and though his borſe was fſlaine vnder 
him,by Caſtilex,he eſcapes our of the preaſſe , and after fled into Apalia with others. 
The King recovered, and more inkindled with this affront, ſpared not hisperſon , to 
auenge his wrath, Duke 7/:lliam likewiſe(as it ood him moſl vpon) ſhewed effects 
of an all-daring and magnanimous Prince. And yet had not Ralfe de Teſſon bene 


falſe to his fellowes to recouer faith with him,he had not carried(as he did)the yiCtory. 
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After which,diuers of the conſpirators ( who had roo great hearts to yceld ) paſſed 
the mountaincs into /raly , to Robert Gaiſeard their Gountryman ( who of a priuzte 
Gentleman, was now by his prowefſe , become Lord of Apulia, Calabria , and Sicile, 
within the ſpace of twelue yeares:) to whom they were exceeding welcoine, and eſpe- 
cially Gwillſav,for hauihg incountred with a King in the middeſt of his bartaile; which 
made him of wider note. But the better to know , whar ſtarre theſe Norman ſpirits 
had,as bornefor the reuolutions of thoſe times , it {hall nor lic out of our way to ſhew, 
how they firſt came into /rahe,vpon this occaſion. 

There happened a debate berweene one Oſmond Drengot, and Willian Repoſtell,Gen« 
tlemen both valiant, and of great parentage in Normandy, who as they hunted inthe 
forrelt of Rownery ( ncerc Rowan) with Duke Robert ; Drengot {luc Repoſtell, in his pre- 
ſencezand fearing the fury of the Duke,and the friends of the {laine, fled ro Reme,and 
ſo to Naples, where hee, with his ſmall company of Normans that. followed him, was 
entertained of the Duke de Benenento, to ſerue him againſt the Saraſizs, and Africans, 
which miſcrably infeſted Aprbe, and Calabria, at that time, The bruite of which en- 
tertainment was no ſooner ſpred in Normandy, but divers valiant Gentlemen and 
Souldiers,a/lured wich the hope of good torcune, paſſedthe Alpes, got to their nation, 
and ſo wrought,as they grew formidable ro tlieſe Barbarians , andinthe end , viterly 


| chaced andextinguiſhed them, The Calabrians and Hpmlians, ſeeing themſclurs ridde 


of cheir enemies, would hauc becnre glad likewiſe (their turne ſerued ):o be rid of their 
friends, and cither viing them more vnkindely then of cuftome, or they preſuming 
more of deſert , turned their ſwords ypon their intertayners. And firft gor a Intle 
place, which they fortified for the Rendewons , and receipt of booty : And ſo augmen- 
ting ſtill rheir winnings, obreyned Terricories, Cities, and Fortreſſes, After the 
dearh of Drewget , ſucceeded other gallant leaders , and at length Tancred, Siguior de 
Hawtexille, m Conſt:ntine, with his rwelue ſons , came into Apmlra, of whom bus third 
lon Robert , ſurnamed Gwiſeard, attained the commaund , aud was a manofa faire ſta. 
eure,cleere judgement, and indefatigable courage. Hee conquered all Apmlre, Ca- 
Labriazand Sicile, paſſed the Sea into Greece ; relecued Michael Diocrifins, Emperour of 
Conſtantmmople, deteited Nicephorws chat yſurped the Empire , and ſhortly after Alexins 
attempting the like : and in one yeare vanquiſhed rwo Emperours , the one of Greece, 
the orher of Germany : ſwayed the whole Eſtate of [raly, and was in a faire way to 
haue attained the Empire of Corſflanrmople for himſclfe , had hee not dicd inthe ex- 


| pedivion. 
Beomond his eldeſt ſon,by his firſt wife, became after Prince of Artiech, and is much 


renowned in the holy warres, Roger (of his ſecond marriage with the daughter ofthe 


| Prince of Salerno) ſucceeded inthe States of raly, as more theirs by birth and bloud. 
4 His daughters were all highly married ; Thus from a priuate Gentleman, came this fa- 


| mous Normax toleaue a ſucceſſion of Kings,and Princes after him, and died the ſame 
yeare as did this? oſha, his concurrent in the Jove and fauour of fortune. And to this 
man fledall the diſcontented and deſperate Aormans during theſe ciuill wars the Duke 
had with ſo many competitors: and cuery ouerthrow hee gue them , augmented Guiſ- 
e@rds forces in taly ; and eſpecially this bartaile of Dunes; which ended not the Dukes 
trauailes, for Guy de Par gogne eſcaping the fight, fortified the Caſtles of Briorw and Pere 
weville,but in the end was faine torender them both , and himſelfe,ro che Dukes mercy, 
and became his pencioner,xho was his competitor; which at of clemency in the Duke, 
brought many other to ſubmit themſelues; whereby they re-obteyned their fonio. 
rics, but had their Caſtles demoliſhed, a 
Hauing ended this worke, new occafion to keepe him in aCtion , was miniſtred by 
Geoffry Martle, Earle of Amon, who warring vponthe Poiftonins, incroached alſo vp- 
on his neighbours States,and viurped Alenſor, Dampfront , and Paſſais members of the 
Dutchy of Normandy : which to recoucr , the Duke leauies an Army, and firſt got 
Alenſen ,where(for that he was opprobriouſly skorned bythe beſieged, who, when they 
ſaw him,would cry Le Pel,La Pel, inreproach of the baſencfle ot his mother, and the 


trade of the place of his birth) hee ſhewed extreame cruelry, Then layes he fiege | 
| to 
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to Dampfront; Which to rel-eue,Conte Martel comes with his greateſt forces - and the 
Duke to take notice of his ſtrength, ſends out Roger de Mongomery , with two other 
Knights ro dceliuer his meſlage to the Earle,That if he came to vittaall Dampfront , he 
ſhould find bim there the Porter to keep him ant ;wherto the Earle recurnes this anſwere:Telt 
the Due ,to morrow by day breake,he ſhall hane me there on a white horſe,ready to gine hins the 
Combate,and [ will enter Damptront if [ can; And to the end ke ſhall know me, I will weare 
a ſhie/d d* or without any demiſe. 

Roger toplies , Sir you ſhall not neeae to take that paines , for ts morrow morning, 
you ſhall have the Duke in thieplace , nvnanted on a bay borſe ; And that you may know 
him, he ſhall weare on the point of his Lawnce,a frreamer of taffuta, to wipe your face.Here- 
with r:turning, , each (ide prepares for the morning : when the Earle , bufie in or- 
dering his baitailes , was aduertiſed by two horſemen, that came crofling the field, 
how Dampfronte , for certaine was rendred to the Duke ; whereupon in great 
| r:ge, hee preſently departs with his Army : Whercof a part, was (in paſſing a 
 ftre1ght ) cut off, by Yicozre Neel, who for that ſeruice, redeemed his former 
offence, and Was reſtored ro the Dukes fauour , whom ever after hee faichfully 
ſerued,. Thole of Dampfrome , deſperate of ſuccour,preſently yeeld themſclues to 
tbe Duke , who with his engines and forces remooues from thence to Hambrieres MO 
frontier Towne of Conte Martels , and by the way ( had itnot beene by himſclfe 
diſcouered ) hee had beene viterly cuerthrowne by an ambuſh, which gaue 
him much to doe, and loſt him yerie many braue men, Wherewith hee grew ſo in. 
raged, that hee ruſhed into the troupes of his enemies; made at Conte Martel, 
ftrake him downe with his ſworde , claue his helmet, and cut off an eare : but yer 
hee eſcaped our of the preafſe, though diuers were caken, and the Anievins viter- 
ly defeited, 

Whilſt thus hee was trauailed with an outward enemy,two more , were found at 
home,to confpire agaiaſt him: Fyilliaw Guclaw, Earle of Zferragne,deſcended from Rs- 
chard the ſecond: And pyilliawm Earle of Ex,and Aſentrexwl,ifſuing from Filkam,cthe bro- 
ther of the ſame Richard,and of Efſe/m,Counteſſe of Alſontrenl : the firſt ypon ſuſpicion, 
the other vPon proofe,of an intenuon, was baniſhed, and their eftates ſeized : the Earle 
dome of XMortaigne he gaue to Robert : that of Ex co Ode (after Biſhop of Bajenx)both 
bis brethren by the mother, Theſe aſſaults from abroade,theſe skornes , conſpiracies, 
and vnder-workings at home, he paſſed before hee was full 22 yeares of age : and thus 
his enemies made him , that ſought co vndoe him. Burt now , more to ynderſert and 
Rrencthen his S_ate ,. :gainſt furure praCtiſes, hee conuokes an afſemblic of his Pre- 
lates, Barons,and Genticmengcaufing them to receiue their oath of Fealtie, and raze 


Ron,cxcommunicates him , for marching within the forbidden degrees of kindred : 
ſhe being daughter to Elinor, daughter to Richardthe ſecond, and ſo his fathers ſiſters 
daughter. To expiare for which offence (vpon a diſpenſation from Pope Vitor) they 
were eaioyned the building of certaine Hoſpitals for blind people: and two Abbeyes, 
che one for men,the other tor women : which were crected at Caen. 

This watch,and the ouer-matching his enemies , ſer him ſo high a marke of envy in 
the eye of France,which naturally loued not the Normans(whom in reproach they viu- 
ally called Trewans) as they eafily incenſed their King , who of himſelfe was forward 
cnough,to abate apower , growne {o out of proportion With the reſt of the Princes 
of his Dominjons, to finde a quarrell (which confiners eafily doe) ro ſet vpon 
him : and to make ir looke the fairer, pretends to correCt the inſolencies of the 
Normans committed on his territories, and to releeve Count Afarte!, oppreft 
by the Duke; beſides alleadging, /t concerned hims im hononr and iuſtice, to hane that 
Province , which hald of his Crowne , to bee gonerned by a Prince of lawfullbloud , accor- 
' ding to Chriſtian order and Lawes Eccleſraſticall ; And therefore reſolueth viterly to 
exterminate the Duke, and eſtabliſh a legittimate Prince in the Dutchie, For 
which efte&t, two armies are gathered from all parts of his Kingdome the one fene 


» D 32 


BEI I—_— — 


their Caltles; which done, he married Afatilde,the daughter of Beldowin the fifr, Earle of | The Duke 
Flanders, but not without contrift and trouble ;for his Vncle Afawger,Arch-biſhop of | marries Me- 
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The defeiture 
of the Armis 

of the King of 
France, by the 
Normals, 


| The Armie of 


the King of 
France ouer- 
throwne at 
Parneuille by 
the Normans. 


The Duke 
comes to viſit 
his kinſman. 


along the river Sein,the other into the Country of Beſſzz,as meaning to incompaſſe him» 

The Duke likewiſe deuides his forces into two parts: ſends his brother Odo, Earle 
of Eualter Guifford Earle ot Longuenill , and others with the one, to the Country of 
Carx; himſelfe wich the other rakes towards Ewrexx (to make head to the King that 
was ac Marte) and wichdrawes all cattle and prouiſions out of the flat Country, into 
Cicics and Fortreſſes, for their owae ſtore, and disfurniſhment of the enemie, The 
Kings army marching from Beauwozs , to Hortmer, and finding there a far Country full 
of all prouiſions, berooke them to make or cheere , and reſts there all that n.ght; 
thinking the Norman forces were yet with the Duke at Ewrenx ; which, the army in 
Caux, conduRted by O:bo vnderſtanding,marched all night,and by breake of day,vaue 
them ſo hot an alarme,and fo ſodaine,as pur them all in rout, leauinghorie,and armour, 


| and alltothe affaylants; who made ſuch adeſtruQtion of chem , that of forty thouſand, 


not che fourth parc eſcaped, 
With this defeiture,che King of France is againe returned home, with great rage and 
riefe, and the Duke, with the redemption of the priſoners,recouers his peace,and the 
Caſtle of Thalbers, raken from him in his vader-age, Cont arretl chough much 
diſmayd with the Kings overthrow, yer leaues not to make ſome atrcmpts for the re- 
covering his Townes; but. with uo ſucceiſe.The Duke he ſaw was too well beloued and 
followed,for him ro doe any good without a ſtronger arme, Wherefore the next Spring, 
he goes againe to importune the King of France, to aide him againſt the Duke:who(he 
{aid) Was now growne ſo inſolent vpon this peace, and the vittory he had tolne, and not wonne, 
that there was no lining for his neighbours neere him: Beſides, thc Normans had the French 
inſuch derifion,and baic etteeme,as they made their a&t(at Aortimer)cheir onely (port, 
and t1e ſubieRof cherr rimes : as if a King of Fraxce,vpon the lofle of a few men, was 
retired,and durſt not breake a diſhonourable peace, 

With which inftigarion, and being ſtung with the touch of reproach,hee raiſes ano- 
ther Army far mightier then before, wherein were three Dukes,and twelue Exrles, and 
notwithſtanding the ſollemne peace made , and ſo lately ſworne with the Duke , hee 
enters Normandy in the harueſt time, oucr-runnes and ſpoiles all the Country, along 
the Coaſt to Beſſm : from whence marching to Bayenx,and Caer,with purpole t>paſle 
the river Dine at Yarnemlle,to deſtroy the Countries of Ange, Liſexx,and Rowmoys,cucn 
to Roar : and finding the caſe-way long, and the bridge narrow, cauſed his vanrguard 
to paſle ouer firſt > and,to ſecure his Arrerguard, conducted by the Duke of Berry , him- 
ſelte {ayes behind in Caenrill his peo le,and their carriages Were paſſed, Duke william 
(who all this while, ſtores his fonreſſes with men and victual )Jmzkes himſelfe as {trong 
inthe Towne of Fa/laiſe,as he could ; hath no army inthe field, but arunoing campero 
be ready totake all aduantages : lets the fury of the ſtorme ſpend it ſelfe,and hauing ad- 
ucrtiſenent of this paſſage,marched all night with 10 thouſand men, and in the mor- 
ning early , ſets vpon the Arierguard, with ſo ſodaine acry and fury,as they who were 
betore on the Caſe=way hearing this noiſe behind,thruſt forward their fellowes,haſting 
to get outer the bridge, with ſuch a crowd and preſſe, as they brake it, and many were 
drowned in the riuer. They who were gotten oucr, could not returne to aide the reſt; 
nor the King(by reaſon of Mariſhes on both fades )yceld any ſuccour to his people ; bur 
ſtood aſpeRator of their ſlaughter,and the taking of fixe of his Earles , of whom one 
Was —_ Earle of E#,whom the King(fauouring his great worth)had made Conte 
De Soiſſons. 

The griefe of this ouerthrow, ſhortly after gaue the King of France his death, and the 
Duke of Normandy a ioyfull peace, which henobly imployed inthe ordering and ador- 
ving his Scate : building,endowing, and decking Monalteries and Churches ; gatheriog 
reliques from all parts to furniſh his Abbeyes at Caen (where he alſo erefted a Tombe 
for himſelfe and his wife) feaſting and rewarding his Nobles and men of worth : where 
by he ſo poſleſt him of rhe hearts of all his people generally, as they were entirely his, 
for what he would, 

Durirg this calme of hislife , hee makes a journey ouer into Erglard, as if to viſite 
King Eaward his kinſman : who , in regard of the preferuation , and breeding he had 
in| 
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in Normandy,by Duke Richard che ſecond (Grandfather to them both) gaue him moſt 
Royall entertainement : And here he ſhewed himlelfe; and here (no doubt) hee found 
matter for his hopes to worke on. Inthis enteruiew he di:coucred England, being to 
be preſuppoled,he came nor to gather cockle-ſhels, on the ſhore.Nor was it lorg afcer 
ere Harald ( whether of purpoſeto ratifie ſome paction cloſely contrived berwixt them: 
or by caſualty of weather driuen into Fraxce, (and ſo faine to make ic ſeeme a icurney 
of purpoſe ro the Dukezis not certainely deliuered) was gallantly entereained in Nor- 
mandy preſented with all ſhewes of Armes,broughtto Paris,and there likewiſe feaſted 
in that Court, And at his returne to Rowen, ſomcthing was concluded , either inlikely- 
hood ro deuide the Kingdome betweene them,or that Harold being a coaſtdweller, 1nd 
had the ſtrongeſt hand in the State,ſhouldlert in the Duke, and do his beſt to he!pe him 
to the Crowre,ypon conditions of his owne greatnefle,or whatſocuer ic w.s; promiſes 
were made and confirmed by oathes vpon the Euangeliſts,and all the ſacred R-liques at 
Roxen,in the preſence of diuers great perſons.Beſides for more afſurance , Harold was 
fyanced to Adeliz2, the Dukes daughter,and his brother i#olnor , left a pledge for the 
performance. : 

This intercourſe made the tranſ-aQion of the fate of England, and ſo much was 
done,cicher by King Edward or Harold(though neithers a, it any ſuch were, was of 
power to preiudice the Scate,or alter the courſe of a right ſucceſſion) as gaue the Duke 
a colour ro claime the Crowne,by a donation made by Teſtament, which being agaioſt 
the Law and Cuſtome of the Kingdome, could be of no yalidiry at all. For the Crowne 
of England being held, not as Patrimoniall, bur in a ſucceſſion by remotion ( which is 
a ſucceeding to anothers place) it wasnot in the power of King Edward co collate the 
ſame by any diſpoſitie and teftamentary will, che right deſcending tothe next of 
bloud, onely by the Cuſtome and Law of the Kirgdome : For the Succeſſour is nct 
fayd properly to be the heire of the King , but the Kingdome , which makes him fo, 
and cannot bee put from it by any aCt of his Predecefiour. Bur this was onely his 
claime; the right was of his owne making, and no otherwiſe, For as ſoone as hee 
had heard of the death of King Edward, withthe EleRion, and Coronation of Harald 
(for they came both together ) he aflembles the States of Normandy , and acquaints 
chem with rhe right he had to England, Soliciting an extention of their utmoſt meancs for 
his recoxery thereof , and ancngement of the perinred Vſurper Harald;ſhewing thens apparant 
probabulity of ſuceeſſe, by infallible intelligence hee had from the Stare, his ſtrong party 
therein , with the debility and diſtrattion of the people ; What glory , wealth. and great- 


eſſe , it would adde to their Nation , the obrayning of ſuch « Kingdome,as was thus oP par - 


tunely layd open for them , if they apprehended the preſent occafion. Ali which remonſtrances 
notwithltanding , could enduce bur very few tolike of this attempt, and thoſe ſuch 
who had long followed him in the warres,exhauſted their eftares,and conrent to runne 
vpon any aduenture that might promiſe likelyhood of aduancemenr, The reſt were of 
divers opinions : ſome,thar it wasſufficient to hold and defend their owne Country ; 


| without hazarding themlſelues, to conquer others ; and theſe were menof the beſt abi. 


licy: others were content to contribute, bur ſo ſpariagly , as would little aduance the 
buſinefſe : and for the moſt part they were (o tyred with the former warres, and fo de- 
firous to embrace the bleſſing of peace,as they were vnwilling ro vndergoe a certaine 
trouble for an vncertaine good. And with theſe oppoſitions, or faint offers, the Dukes 
2urpoſe,at firft,hadfo little way,as did much perplex him: Ar length, ſeeing this pro- 
tractionand difficulty in generall - hee deales with his ncereſt and molt truſty friends 
in particular, being ſuch as he knew affeRed the glory of ation, and wonld aduenrure 
their whole eſtates with him. As William firzz Amber, Conte de Brettenile,Gualter Guifford 
Earle of Longwenille, Roger de Beaumont, with others,cſpecially his owne brothers, Odo 


| Biſhop of Bayenx, ad Robert Earle of Mortaigne: thele in full aflembly he wrought to 


make their offers : which chey did in fo largea proportion ; and eſpecially Wiltam firz, 
Anber (who madethe firſt offer, to furniſh forty ſhips with men and munition; the 
Biſhop of Bajexx forty,the Biſhop of ans thirty , and foothers , according,or be. 


yond thcir abiluics) asthe reſt of the afſemblie , doubring if the aCtion ſucceed2d 
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wirhour their helpe ( the Duke arryuing to rhat greatnefſe ) would beare in minde, | 


what little minde they ſhewed to aduance his delires , beganne to contribute more 
largely. TheDuke, finding them yeelding , though not in ſuch ſort as was requiſte 
for ſucha worke; dealc with the Biſhops and great men apart , ſo effeCtually , as at 
length hee gotte of them ſeuerally, which of altogether hee could netter haue com- 
paſſed; and cauſing each mans contribution to bee regiſtred, inkindled ſuch an emu- 
lation amongſt chem,as they who lately would doe nothing, now ſtriued who ſhould 
doe moſt, | 

And not onely wan hee the people of his owne Provinces, to vndertake this aQti- 
on , bur drew by his faire perſwafions and large promiſes,moſt of the greareſt Prin- 
ces and Nobles of France, to aduenture their perſons , and much of their eftate wich 
him ; as Robert fitz, Harnays,Duke of Orleance,the Earles of Brittaine,Ponthizn, Bologne, 
Poiftou , Mayne; Newers, Hieſms, Aumal; Le S1gnior de Toars,and even his mortall cne- 
my Afartel,Earle of Anzon, became to bee as ftorward as any. All which, hee ſure 
could neuer haue induced , had nor his vertues and greatnefle gained a wide opinion 


and reputation among{t chem, Although in theſe aduancemenrs and turnes of Princes, | 


there is a concurrency of diſpoſitions,and a conſtitutionof times prepared tor it : yer is 

ittrange,that ſo many mighty menof the French Nation,would aduenture their ues & 
fortunes to adde England co Normandy , to make it more then France, and fo great a 
Crowne to a Duke, who was coo great for them already.But where mutations are deſti- 
ned,the counſels of men muſt bee corrupred , and there will fall out all aduantages ro 
ſerue that bufinefle, 

The King of France,who ſhould haue ſtrangled this diſſeigne in the birth , was a 
child,and vnder ile curature of Baldowin,Eatle of Flanders, whoſe daughter the Duke 
had m+:ried , and was ſure to haue rather furtherance then any oppoſition that way : 
Befides,to amuze that Court;and dazell a yourg Prince,he promiſed faithfully, if hee 
conquered th:s Kingdome ; ro hold it of thacKing,as he d1d the Dutchic of Normanay, 
and do him howage for the ſame; which would adce a great glory to that Crowne, 
Then was he before hand with Pu pe Alexander (to make religion giue reputation and 
auowment to hispretended right)pronuſ.ng Ekew:te to hold t of the Apoſtolique Sea, 
if he prevailed in his enterprize, Wherevpon the Pope ſent bim a Banner of the C'-urch, 
with an Agyws of Gold,and one of the haires of Saint Peter, The Emperour Henry 4. 
{ſept him a Prince of _4/maire with forces, but of whatname,or his number , is nor 1e- 
membred : ſo that we ſce it was not Normandy alone that ſubdued England, but a col- 
leed power out of all Fraxce and Flanders withthe aydes of other Piinccs, 
theſe meanes,made he good his vnderraking ; and within eight monethes was readie 
furniſhed with a powerfull Army at Saint Valery in Normendy , whence hee tranſported 
the ſame into England in 896 ſhippes,as lome write, And this was the man, and thus 
made to ſubdue Exglard, 

And now hauing gotten,the great and difficult battaile, before remembred, at Haft- 
ings,the fourteenth of October 1066. hte marched without any oppoſition to Lender, 
where Edwin and Aorchar,Earles of Northumberland, and Mercland(brothers of emi- 
nent dignirie and refpeR in the Kingdome) had laboured with all their power. to ſtirre 
the hearts of the pcople for the conſervation ofthe State,and eftabliſhing Edgar Athe- 
ling,the next of the Royall iflue,in bis right of the Crowne : whereunto other ot the Nc= 
bilicic had likewife conſented ; had they nor ſeene the Biſhops aucrſe or wauering. For, 
as then to the Clergie,any King ({oa Chriſtian) was all one : they had their Prouince 
apart, deuided from ſecular domination - and of a Prince(though a ftranger) who had 
raken vp ſo much of the world before hand, ypon credite and fame of his piety and 
bounty , they could not but preſume well for their eſtate : and ſo were content to giuc 
way to the preſent Fortune, 

The Nobility, conſidering they were ſo borne,and muſt haue a King : not to take 
him(that was of power to make himſelfe)would ſhew more of paſſion then prouidence: 
& to be now behind hand to receiue him, with more then ſubmiſſion, was as if to with- 
ſtand : Which(with the diſtruſt of each others faith) made them iriue & run headlong 
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'who ſhould be firlt topre-occupare the grace of ſeruitude, and intrude them into for. 
raine ſubieCtion, 

The Commons(like a ſtrong veſſel] that might haue beene for good yſc)were here= 
by left;withour a ſterne, and could not moue bur irregularly, So that all eftares in ge- 
nerall,cicher corrupted with new hopes, or tranſported with feare , forſooke them- 
ſelues, and their diſtreſſed Countrey, Vpon his approach to Loydez,the Gates were all 
ſer open: the Arch=biſhop of Canterbury,Stigand, with ocher Biſhops, the Nobiluy, 
Magiſtrates, and People, rendring themſelues in all obedience vnto him : and hee re- 
curning plauſible proteſtation of his furure Gouernment , was on Chriſtmas day, then 
next following, Crowned King of England, at Fe/trhinſter, by Aldred, Arch-biſhop of 
Yorke,for that Stigand was not held Canonically inuelted inhis Sea 7 and yer thought 
co haue beene a forward mouer of this alteration. 

Heere, according to the accuſtomed forme, at his Coronation, the Biſhops and Ba- 
rons of the Realme, tooke their oaths, to be his true and loyall ſubjects, and hee reci- 
procally ( being required thercanto by the Arch-biſhop of Yorke) made his per- 
ſonall oath , before rhe Alrar of Saint Peter, To defend the Holy Churches of Cod , and 
the Rettors of the ſame : To gouerne the Pninerſall People , ſnhiett unto him,iuſtly : To 
eſtabliſh equall Lawes, andto ſee them duely executed. Not did he euerclaime any power 
by Conqueſt, bur as a regular Prince ; ſubmirt:d himſelte to the orders of the King- 
dome: defirous rather to haue his Teſtamentary title ( hawſocuer weake ) to make 
good his ſucceſſion, rather then his ſword, And though the ſtile of Cangneror by the 
fartery of che time, was after giuen him ; he ſhewed by all che courſe of his gouern- 


{ ment he aſſumed itnot: introducing none of all thoſe alterations (which followed ) by 


violence, bur amilde gathering vpon the diſpoſition of rhe Scare, and che occaſions 
offered, and that by.way of reformation. And now taking Hoftages for His more ſe- 
curirty, and order for the defence and governmentof his Kingdome, at the opening of 
the Spring next,he returnes into Normasxdy,ſo to fertile his affaires there, as they mighr 
| not diſtract him from his buſineſle m Englard,thar required his whole powers, 

| Anmdtoleaue here all ſure behind kim, ne commits the rule of the Kingdome, to his 
brother the Biſhop of Bayerx,and to his Colin Fitz * Awber,whom he had made Earle 
of Hereford; raking with hum all the chiefe men of England, who were hkeſt to be heads 
toarcuolt: As Edger Atheling,the Archbiſhop Stigand, lately diſcontented : Edwin, 
and Aforchar , with many ether Biſhops and Nobilc men : Beſides,to ynburthen his 
charge, and diſ-impefter his Courr ; he raoke backe with him allthe French Aduentu- 
ters, and ſuch as were vnnecefſary men, rewardivg them as farre as his treaſure would 


extend,and thereſt he made vp in faire pn 

In his abſence, which was all chat whole Summer ; notÞing was here attempted a- 
oainkt hin, bur onely chat Edric,ſurnamed the Forrefter,in the County of Hereford, cal- 
led in the Kings of the zyelſh, to his ayde, and forraged onely the remote borders of 
chat Country. Thexeſt of the Kingdome ſtood quier, expeRing what would become 
of thar new world, wherein as yet they found no great alteration , their lawes and li- 


new Prouince; rhe State of England would be bur tnlarged in dominion abroad, and 
not impaired inprofit at home,by reaſou the Nation was bur imall;and of a plenrifull, 
and not hon re Countrey,likely to impelter them. | 

Hauiog diſpoled his affaires of Normandy, he returnes towards winter,into Ergland, 
where he wasto farisfic three ſorts of men; Firſ#,ſuch Aduenturers,with whom he had not 
yet cheered ; Secondly, theſe of bis owne people , whoſe merits or neereneſſe , looked for recom- 
pence, whereof the number being ſo great , many muſt haxe their expeftation fed , if not ſatiſ- 
fied : T bir«ly, the people of this Kingdome, by whom he muſt now ſubſift : For being nor able 


| wirh his owne Nation fo to impeoplc the ſame, as to hold and defend ir (if hee ſhould 


proceed to an extirpation of the naturall inbabitants) he was likewiſe co giue them ſa- 
tisfaRion, - 
Wherein,he had more to do,thenin his batrell at Haſtings; ſeeing all remunerations, 


witk ſupplies of money,mult be raiſed our of the ſtocke of this Kingdome,which could 
| not 
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berties remaining the ſame they were before, and might hope by this acceſſion of a | 
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not bur be irkeſome to the Scare in generall, and all prefermencs and dignities con- 
ferred on his, to be either by vacancies, or diſplacing orhers, which muſt needs breed 
very feeling gricuanecs in particular, And yet wee finde no great men thruſt our 
of their roomes , but ſuch as pur themſelues our , by reuolting , afcer his eltabliſh. 
ment , andtheir fealty giuen; as appeares by the controuerſie berweene Warren the 
Norman,and Sherburn of Sherbxrs Caſtle in Norfolke,which caſtle thgh the Kine had 
oiucn to Warren, yet ( when Sberburn alledged, How be never bare Armes agamſ? h:us: 
that bee was his ſubieft as well as the other and beld bis Lands by that law which h: had eff a- 
bliſhed among # all his ſubiefts , the King gauz judgement againit Warren ,and comman- 
ded,that Sherburn {nould hold his Land 1n peace, So thac-it ſeemes, hec contented 
himſelfe and his, for the time , onely with whac-he found here ready , and with filling 
vp their places, who were {laine inth= batraile; or fled, as many were, with the ſonues 
of Harald out of the Kingdome. Such Gentlemen as he could nor preſently preferre 
and bad a purpoſe ro aduince, heediſperſed abroad inro abbeyes,there to live till pla- 
ces fell our for them : and 24.ne ſent ro the Abbey of Ely : whereby he nor onely ict - 
ſencd the mulricude of attendants & ſuitors at Court; caſed that eye-ſcre ot ſtrapgers, 
but alſo had them a watch ouer the Clergie , who then were of great and eminent po- 
wer inthe Kingdome; 2nd might preuaile with the people, 

Bur the Engliſh Nobility, incompatible of theſe new concurrents; found notrwith. 
ſanding,ſuch a diſproportion of grace, and darkni-g of their dignities , by the inc<: 
poſition of ſo many, as mult needs leffen their iplendour; thai many of che chietcit, 
doubting co be more impayred 1n honour and eſtate, conſpired together , and fle1 


| ſome 1nto Scerland, and fome into Dermarke,to tie f by yd from +bro-d,they might 


recouer themiciues, and their loft fortunes ag-ine at home, Amoneſt which, the 
chiefe was Edgar Atheling (termed Englands Dearling which ſhewed the peoples ze+le 
to his blood,) who with h1s mother 4garbs,and his rwo fiſters, Margaret and Chr;ſtin, 
intending to retire into Hangery ( their natiue Countrey ) were d; 1uen by tempeſt on 
the coaſt of Scotland, where they were in all Hoſpitable manner encertained by ſal- 
colin the third , whole former ſufferings in hisexile, bad taught him to compaſſona:e 
others like diftrefſes ; and whom it concerned now to locke to hisowne , his neigh- 
bours houſe becing thus on fire: and to foſter a party againſt ſo dangerous an in- 
commer, that was like to thruſt them all out of doore. W hich induced him not one= 
ly co entertaine this Prince, 7 wag of his right, but co enter league with him for 
the publike ſafety; And to inchaine ir the ftronger, he takes ro wife Afargarer , the 
fiſter of Edgar (a Lady indued with all bleſſed vertues) by whom the bloud of our an- 
cient Kings was preſerued, and conioyued with the Normas in Henry the ſecond , and 
ſo became Engliſh agiine. Vnto Edgar in Scotland , repayred the Earles Edwmn and 
Morchar, Hereward,Goſpatric Siward,wich others:and ſhortly after Stigand and Aldred, 
Arch-biſhops, with diaers ofthe Clergie : who inthe third yeare of this Kirgs reigre, 
raiſed very great commctions inthe North, beyond Zamber, and wrought molt egar-. 
ly to recouer their lofi Country : but being now too late , and the occaſion not taken 
before the ſetling of the gouernment, whilſt ir was new, and branlirg, they preuai- 
led nothing, bur gaue aduantage to the Conquerour, to make himſelfe more then hee 
was: For all conſpiracies of ſubieRs , if they ſucceed not, aduancethe ſoueraigntie: 
2ndnething gaue roote tg the Norman planting heere , more then the petty reuolts 
made by diflcattered troupes, in ſeuerall parts, begunne withouc order, and followed 


' without reſolution 5; whereas _— could be done for a generall recovery, but by a 


ocnerall ſubleuarion of rhe people - for which allwary preuention was vied ; and they 
tad waites cnoughlaidon, to hold them downe. And though theſe Lords imbroi- 
led therrſclues, and held bim doing inthe North , yer hee hauing all che South parts 
ſerled vnder his dominion , with well praQtiſed and prepared forces, there could bee 
litcle hope of good,whillt al their great Eſtates furniſht the Normans, both in ſtare and 
meanes to ruine them, The Earledowe, and the Lands which Edwiz helde 1n 
Yorkeſhree , were given to Alam, Earle of Brutaigne, kinſman to the Conqueror; The 
Arch-biſhopricke on Camerbary,confer'd on Lanfranc, Abbot of Caen:That of Yorke, | 
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had their places within, ſupplied by Normans. 

Andafter Kirg Filam had appcaied a Commotion in the Weſt, which the ſons of 
Harald, with forces our of [yeland had raiſed, & alſo repreſſed the rebellion of Excefter, 
and Oxford netak's his tourney in perſon Northward with all expedition (leſt the e- 
nemy there, ſhould grow roo high in heart andopinion , vpon the great ſaughrer of 
his people, made at Yorke; aud ihe defeiture of his Brother and Lieutenant, Robert 
Erle of Mortaigne,(laine with ſfeuen hundred Normans at Durbam:)whete,at his firſt 
comming he 15 wrought, that hee either diſcomfeiced , or corrupted the Generalls of 
the Damoqme forces (newely arrived to aydethe Lords,fent by Swaine,King of Dex- 
marke , wnder the conduct of his two ſons , Harald and Kunte , with a Navy of three 
hun.ired Gyle:) andafter ſers vpon the Army of the Lords, weakened both inſtrengrh 
and hop? , by rhis departure of their Confederates , and puts them to flight, Which 
done, he virerly waſted , and laid deſolate, all thar goodly Countrey berweene Yorke 
2ni Durham, the ſpace of 69, miles, as it might be no mure a ſuccour ro the enemy : 
And the lixe courfe he vſed on all che Coatts where any apt landings lay for inuaſions; 
and ſo rcrurnes to London, 

Moll ofthe Lords atcer this defeir, came in, vpon publique faich given them, and 
were conduCted ro Barkhamſted by the Abbot Fredricke; where,vpon their ſubmilsion 
2nd Oath of Allegeance re-caken , thcy had their pardon, and reſtuwmion of grace 
oraunted by the King ,, who it feemes was ſo willing to acquiet them, thar 2g-iac he 
take: Nis perſon it Nth before the Ar-hbiſhop Laxfrazke, and the Lords, To obſerne 
the ancient Lawes of the Realme,eſtabliſhed by bis Noble Predeceſſors the Kings of England, 
and eſpecially thoſe of Edward the Confeſſer. Whereupon ele formy diſpatttions held 
caimea winlle, 

But long it was not ere many of theſe Lords ( whether ypon intelligence of new 
hopes, from Prince Edgar ( who was (till ia Scerland,) or growne defperate of new 


| di{pleaſi;res ar home, tinding ſmall performance of promiſes made, rupcure of Oath, 


2nd all other refpeRts, brake out againe. The Earle Edwyn, making towards Scot- 
land;was mart ered by his owne people, The Lords, Morchar and Hereward,berooke 
them to the Iile &f Ely, meaning to make good that place for that Winter z whither 
alſo repaired che Earle Syward , and the Biſhop of Durham out of Scotland, Bur the 
King, who was no time-giuer vato growing dangers ; beſers all rhe Ile with far 
boates on the Eaft, and made a bridge of rwo miles long on the Weſt, and ſafcly 
broug>t m his people vpon the enemy, who ſeeing themſc]ues ſurprized; yeelded all 
rothe Kings mercy,except Hereward,who deſperatly marched with his people throgh 
the Fennes ; and recouered Scotland : The relt were ſent to diuers priſons, where they 
died,or remained Curing the Kings life, 

Thoſe Lords who perfifted loyall vpon this laſt ſubmiſsion , were all imployed and 
well graced with the King, as Edric the Forteſter (and fi {t that rebelled in his Reigne ) 
was held in cleretrult, and neere abour him, Goſpatrice he made Earle of Northum. 
berland, and ſent him againſt Walcolir, who in this time,ſubdues the Countries of Tiſ- 
dall, Cleneland, and Cumberland : Waltheof , ſon to the Earle Syward,he held fo worthy 
to be made his , asShe married him to his Neece [wdith, though he had beene a princi- 
pail a&tor in tne Northerne commotion ( and in defending the City of Yorke again{t 
him, is ſa1d to haue (triken off the heads of diuers Normans , one by.one, as they en- 
tered a breach, to the admiration of all about him) ſhewing therein that true touch of 
the nobleſt nature,to love vertue,euen in his enemies. 

And now ſeeing Scotland to be ti c eſpeciall retraite for all conſpirators, and diſ- 
contented in his Kingdome, yeelding them continuall ſuccour, and afsiftance, and 
wherehis competitor Edgar liued, co beger and nurſe perpetuall matret for their hopes, 
and at hand for ll aduantages ; hee enters that Kingdome with a puiſſant Aimy : 
which, incountring with more neceſsitics then forces, ſoone grewtyred, and borh 
Kings, conſidering of what difficulties the viory woultl conſiſt, were willing to 
takethe ſafeſt way to their ends, and vpon faire ouertures , to conclude a pecce ; 
Artiching | 
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Articling for the bounds of cach Kingdome, with the ſameritle of Dominion,as in for- 
raer times : All delinquents,and their partakers generally pardoned. 

Heere with the vniuerſall curne of alteration rhus wroughtin England, Scorland (be- 
ing a part of the body of this Ile) 15 noted to haue likewiſe had a ſhare ; and as in the 
Court of England, the French tongue became generally ſpoken ; fo in chat of Scotlavd 
did the Englitb, by reaſon of the multicude of this Nation, arrendivg both the Q teene 
and her brother Edgar , and dayly repairing thither for their ſafery , and combination 
againſt the common enemy : of whom diuers , abandoning their natiue diſtreſſed 


Countrey, were by the bounty of that Ki'g preferred : and there p'anted, ſpread their 
off-ſpring into many noble families, remaming to this day : The titles for diſti-gui- 
ſhing degrees of honor ; as of Duke,Earle, Baron, Rider,or Kuight, were then ( as is 
thought) fiikt introdu. ed : and thenobler fort began to bee called by the tile of rheir 
S:gories (according to the French manner} which before bare the name of cheir Father, 
with the addition of Aſac, after rhe taſhion oi Ireland. Other innouations , no doub:, 
entred there hikewiſc at the opening of this wide mucation of ours 2 faſhion and imica- 
tion like weedes cafily growing in cuery ſoyle. 

Shortly after this late made peace,Prince Edgar voluntarily came in,and ſubmitted 
himſelfe to the King , being then in Normandy ,and was reſtored to grace, anda taire 
maintenance , Which held him euer after quiet, And it made well 2tthat time for the 
for:une of the King, howſocuer for his owne,being thought to haue ill-timed his af- 
faires ( eicher through want of ſeaſonable intelligence , or deſpaire of ſuccefſe) in mo- 
king too foone that ſubmiſſion , Which was later or neuer to bedone, For in this ab= 
ſence of the Kirg, Roger Fits Auber , the young Earle of Hereford, contrary ro his ex- 


| preſſe commandement, gaue his fſter in marriage to Raph Faber , Earle of Northfolke, 


and Suffolke , and at the great Solemnization thereof, the two Ea:1-s conſpired with 
Enſtace Earle of Belogne ( who ſecretly came over to this feſtiual! } and with che Earle 
Waltheof,and other Ezgliſh Lords, to call inthe Danes , and by maine power to keepe 
out and diſpoſſ: le tie King, Who having thus paſſed over lo mary gu fes of forraine 
dangers,might lictle imagine of any Wracke ſo neere home; and that choſe, whom hee 
had moſt advanced, ſhould haue the eſpecial hand in his deſtruQtion + But no rewards 
are benefits (thar arc not held fo,) nor can cuercleere the accounts with them that ouer- 
value their merits, And had got thisconſpiracie beene opportunely diſcourred (uhich 
ſome ſay, was by the Earle &/altheof,, moued with the vglincflc of ſo foule an ingrati- 
rude) rhey had pur him againe ro the winning of England. But now the fire bewrayed 
before it flamed, was ſoone quenched by rhe diligence of Odes the Kings Vice-gerent, 
th: Biſhop of Worceſter and others, who kept the Conſpirators from joyning their 


forces : So that they never cameto make head, but were either ſurprizcd, or forced to 


flye. The Earle Regey Fits Awber was taken, and ſome ſay, executed; and ſo was ſhoct- 
ly after the Earle Wabtbeof, whole diſſent from the aQ, could not ger bimpardon for his 
former conſent , though much compaſsion in reſpe& of his great worthinefſe, But the 
wide diſtent of theſe rumors,fed from many ſecret veines, ſeemed tobe of thar danger, 
as required this extremity of curegeſpecially ina part ſo apt for infeftion , vpon any the 
like humours, 

For this Conſpiracy ſeernes to take motion from a generall league of all che neigh- 
bour Princes,here about, as may well be gathered be cheir ſeuerall aftions, Firft in the 
King of Fraxce by defending Dole in Britraigne ( a Caſtle of Raph de Waber) againſt the 
King of England, and in likelihood, imploying the Earle of Bologne rowards the Con- 
ſpirators © In Swayue King of Dewwerks, by ſending a Nauy of two hundred faile, vn- 
der the conduCt of his ſon Knwte, and others, In Drone King of Ireland , by furni- 
ſhing the ſons of Harald with 6y . ſhips. In Afalcolme, and the Kings of Wales , by 
their readineſſe to affiſt, But the Daves being on the coaſt, and hearing how their con- 
federates had ſped, wirh the great preparations the King had made, after ſome pillage 
taken vpon the coaſt of Explendand Flanders, returned home, andneuer after arrjued to 
diſturbe this Land. Though in Awno Reg.19. Knute, then King of Denmark, after the 
death of Swayne (intending to. repaire the diſhonour of his two laſt aduentures paſt ) 

and 


—— 


—_—_— 


IOC IB PII ” ——_— -_ 


34D ow 


OS 


The Life,and Reigne, of Williamthefirſt. 


Dre <> pe oat. 


and roput for the Crowne of Exglard, his ptedecefiors had holden, prepared a Nauy of a 
thouſand ſaile,and was aided with fize hundred more by Robert le Friſon Fake of Flan- 
] ders(whoſe daughter he had married. ) Bur the winds held fo contrary for two yeeresto- 
| getherzas vtterly quaſhe that enterpri>e; and freed the King, and his ſucceſiors for cuer 
after, from future moleſtation that way, 

But this buſinefſe pur the State to an infinite charge , the King entertaining all chat 
time (beſides his Normans) Hugb,brother to the King of France, with many companies 
| of French, Finding the Exgifp ( in reſpect of many great families allied ro the Dares ) 
to incline rather to that Narion, then the Norman, and had expericnce ofthe great and 
neere intelligence continually paſſing berweene them, 

And theſe were all the wartes he had witbin the Kingdome, ſauing in Av. Regyi x3. 
he ſubdued ales, and brotight the Kings there , trodoe him homage, His warres a- 
broad , were all about his Dominions in Fravzce, firſt raiſ:d by his owne ſon Robert, 
lefr Licutenant gouernor of the Dutchie cf Normandy, and the Countie of Mayne, who 
in his fathers abſence, taſting the glory of command , grew to afſume the abſolute 
rule of the Province,cauſing the Bacons chere,to doe hira homage (as Duke nor as Lieu- 
tenant, and leagues him with the King of France, who working vpon the eafinefle of his 
youth, and ambition, was glad to apprehend that occafion to difioynr liis Eltare , who 
was growne too great for him. Aud the profuſe largeſſe , and diſorderly expeace, 
whereto Robert was addidted, is nouriſhed by all wayes poſſible , as the meanes to jm- 
| backe him m thoſe difficulties of {till getting mony, that could nor bur needs yeeld con- 
tinnall occafion toentertain both his own diſcontent & theirs , trom whom his ſupplies 
muſt be raiſed, And though thereby he purchaſed himhe title of Corrtozs, yer he lolt the 
opinion of good gouernment, and conttrained the Eſtates of Normandy , ro complaine 
tO his father of the great concuffion, and violent exxRions he vicd amongſt them, 

The King vnderſtanding the fi: e thus kindled 1n his owne houſe, thac kad ſet others 
all in combuſtion ; haſtes with forces into Normandy , to haue {urprized hisfon; who 
aduertized of his comming, furniſht with two tbouſand min at Armes, by the King 
| of France, lay in ambuſh where he ſhould paſſe; fers vpon him, defeited tmoſt of his 
people, and inthe purſuite happened co incounter wich himſclte , whom hee vakorſed, 
and wounded in the arme , with his Launce; but perceiving by his yoyce, it was his 
father, he haſted roremount him, humbly crauiag pardon ſor his offences which the 
father (ſeeing in what caſe he was) granted, howlocver he gaue ; and vpon his {ubmiſ. 
| Gon,tooke him with him to Roxez; wnence, after cured vfhus hurt, hee returned with his. 
ſon Fyilliam(hkewiſe woundedin the fight) into England, TR 
Long was it not ere he was againe infocmed of his ſons renmtyning , and how hee 
| exaRted ypon the Normans, viurpt the intire gouernment , and vrged his fathers pro- 

miſe thereof, made him before the King of France, vpon his Conqueſt of England : 
| which cauſed his lirtle tay here , but to make preparations for his returne into thoſe 

parts : whicher in paffing he was driucn on the Coaft of Spaize, bur at lerigeh artiuing 
at Burdeaux,with his great preparations , his ſon Robert came in, and ſubmirred him- 
ſelfc che ſecond time :; whom he now tooke with him into Exgland, to frame him to a 
better obedience, imploying him in the hard and neceffirous warresof Scorland (the 
late peace beeing berweene the two Kings againe broken) and after ſent him backe, 
and his yong ſon Hemry,with the aſſociation of charge andlike power (bur of more rruit ) 
to the gouernmert of Normandy. = 
After the two Princes had beene there a while, they went to viſite the King of 
France at Cinſtance,where feafting certaine dayes, vponan after dinner, Henry wan 
ſomuch at Cheſſe of Loxis , the Kings cldeft ſon, as hee growinginto Choller, called 
him theſonne of a Baſtard , and threw the Cheſle in his face, Henry takes vp the 
Cheſle-boord,and rake Loxis with that force, as drew bloud,and had killed him , had | 
not his brother Robert come in the meane time, and interpoſed himſelfe : Whereupon 
they ſuddenly tooke horſe , and with much adoe they recouered Ponzoiſe, from the 
Kings people that purſucd them, This quarrell arifing, vpon the inter-mecting of 


theſe Princes ( a thing that ſcldome breeds good bloud amongſt them) re-enkindled 
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liſh and French, For preſently the King of France , complots againe With Robert, (im- 

patient of a partner ) enters Normandy , and takes the City of FYernoy, The King of 
England inuades Frarce,ſubdues the Country of Zaintonge and Poitton , and returncs to 

Romen,where the third time , bis fon Robert 1s reconciled vnto him , which much diſ- 

appoints and vcxcs the King of Fraxce , who thereupon, ſummons the Kirg of England, 

to doe him homage for the Kingdome of Erglard,which he refuſed to doe,ſaying, Hee 

bad it of none but God ard his ſword, For the Dutchy of Normandy hee offers him ho. 

mage: bur that would not {arisfic the King of France,whom nothing would, but what 

he could not hauc , the Maſterie : and ſeckes to make any occaſion the motiue of his 

quarrell : and 2gaine inuades his territories, but with more lofle then profit. In the 

end, they conclude a certaine crazie peace , which held no longer then King liam 
had recouecred a fickneſſe, whereinto (through his late trauell, age, and corpulency) hee 

was falne : «t which time,the King of Frarxe , then young and lutty, icaſtivg at his great 

belly,wherofhe {aid,he lay in at Rowen,ſo irritated him,as being recovered, he gathers al 

his beſt forces,enters France in the chiefeſt time of their fruits, making ſpoyle of all in his 

way,till he came cuen before Paris; where the King of France then was; to who he ſends, 
to ſhew him of his vp-fitting, and from thence marches to the City of Mans, which hee 
vtterly ſackr, and in tne deſtruCtion thereof,gate his owne , by the Rraine of his horſe, 
among the breaches, and was thence conueyed ſlicke ro Rowen, and fo ended his 
WAITCs. | 

Now for his gouernment in peace, and the courſe hee held in eſtabliſhing the 
Kingdome thus gotcen; firſt after he had repreſithe conſpiracies inthe North, and well 
quieted all other parts of the State ( which now becing abſolurely his , hee would 
haue to bee ruled by his owne Law ) hee beganne to gouerne all by the Cuſtomes 
of Normandy, Whereupon the agreeued Lords, and ſadde people of England, tender 
their humble petition, Beſeeching him in regard of his Oath made at his Coronation: And by 
the ſonle of Saint Edward, from whom he had the Crowne and Kingdome ; under whoſe Lawes 
they were borne and bred ; That he would net adde that miſery, to | Tn them up to bee maged 
by a ſtrange Law they wnderſicod not. And ſo earneſtly they wrought, that he was plea- 
ſed to confirme that by his Charrer , which hee had twice fore-promiſed by his Oath : 
And gaue commandement to his Tuſticiaries to ſec thoſe Lawes of Saint Edward (ſo 
called,nort that hee mad: them, bur colleRed them out of Merchex-Law , Dane-Law, 
and Weſtſex-Law ) to be in#iol«bly obſerued throughout the Kingdome. And yer not- 
withſtanding this confirmation , and the Charters afterward granted by Henry the 
firſt, Herry the ſecond and King /ohrz, rothe fame effect ; there followed a great inne- 
uation both in the Lawes and gouernment of England , So that this ſcemes rather 
done to acquiet the people , with a ſhew of the continuation of their ancient cu. 
ſtomes and liberties, then that they cnioyed them in effe&t, For the little confor- 
mitic berweene them of formertimes , and theſe that followed vpon this change of 
State , ſhew from what head they ſprang. And though there might bee ſome veynes 
ifluing from former originals, yer the maine ſtreame of our Common-law, with the 
praCtiſe thereof, flewed out of Normandy, notwithſtanding all obieCtions can bee 
made to the contrary. For before theſe colleftions of the Confefſors, there was no 
vniuerſall Law of the Kingdome, but cucry ſeucrall Prouince held their owne Cu- 
ſtomes : all the inhabitants from Flumber to Scotland vicd the Darnique Law : Aerch- 
land,the middle part of the Country, and the State of the Weſt Saxons, had their (cue- 
rall conſtitutions, as beeivg ſeuerall Dominions : and though for ſome few yeeres 
there ſeemed to bea reduCtion of the Heprarchie, into a Afonarchie , yer held it not ſo 
long rogether(as we may ſee in the ſucceffion of that broken gouernment ) as to ſettle 
one forme of order currant over all; but that euery Prouinee , according to their par- 
ticular founders,had their cuſtomes apart , and held nothing in common ( beſides re- 
ligion,and the conſtitutions thereof ) but with the vniuerſality of Meum & Tum , or- 
dered according to the rights of nations,and that ##s imnatum,the Common law of al the 


world, which we ſee to be as yniuerſal, as are the cobabitations. and ſocieties of men, 
and 
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and ſerucs the turne to hold them together in all Countrizs , howſocuer they may differ 
in their formes. Sothat by theſe paſſages, we ſee what way wee came, where wee are, 
and the furtheſt end wee can diſcoucr of the originall of our Common-law ; aid to 
ftrine tolooke beyond this, 15 to looke inta an vncertaine vaſtneſle , beyond orr dil. 
cerning, Nor can it detract fromthe glory of good Cyltomes,if they bring bur a pedi- 
oree of 650 yeares to approuc their gentility ;iceing it 1s the equity, and not the anti- 
quity of lawes,rhat wakes them venerable,and the integritic of the profeſſors thereof, 
rhe profeſſion honored. And it were well with mankind , it dayes brought not their 
corruptions,and good orders Were continued with thatprouidence, as they were inſti- 
ruted, Bur this alceration of the Lawes of England bred moſt heauie doleances, not 
onely in this Kings time,burlong after : For whereas before , thoſe Lawes they hed, 
were written in their owne tongue, intelligible to all; now are they tranſlited into 
Latiae and Frexch, and practized wholly in the Norman forme and Language; thereby 
to draw the people of this Kingdome,to learne that ipeech for their awne need, which 
otherwile they would not doe; And ſeeing a difterence in tongue, would contigue a 
difference in affections; all rzanes was wrought to reduce it to one /diom, which yet 
Was not in the powerof the Conquerour to do,withour the extirpation, or ouerlaying 
the Land-bred people; who being ſo far innumber (as they were)aboue the inuadors; 
both retaine the maine of tie Languige, andin few yeares, haue-thoſe who ſub- 
dued rhem,vndiſtinguiſhably theirs. For notwithſtanding the former Conqueſt by 
the Danes,and now this by the Norman (the ſolid body of che Kingdome,Rill confilted 
of the Engliſh )and the accefſionot ſtrange people, was but as riuers to the Ocean, thar 
changed notir, but were changed intoit, And though the King laboured whar hee 
could ro turne allto French , By enioqning their children here to ſe no other Language with 
their Grammer in ſchooles, ro haue the Lawes prattized in French , all petitions and buſrneſſe 
of Court in French, No man graced but he that ſpake French,yet ſoone acer his dayes, all 
returnes naturall Engliſh againe(but Law)and chat till held forraine, and became in 
theend wholly to be incloſed in that language : nor haue wee now, other marke of our 
ſubieRion and inuafſallage from Normandy,but onely that, and thac {till ſpeaker Freneh 
to vs in England. 

And herewithall, New Termes,nvew Conſtitutions new Formes of Pleas new Offices and 
Conrts,are now introduced by che Norman: ; a people more inured to litigation, and of 
ſowits more impatient, and contentious, then were the Englyh : who (by reaſon of their 
continual! warre,wherein Law is not borne , and labour co defend thepublicke) were 
more at vnity in their private; and char ſmallrime of peace they had , Deuorion , and 
oood fellowſhip entertained, For their Lawes and conſtitutions before , weſee them 
plaine,briefe,and ſimple,withour perplexitics, hauing neither fold nor pleice, comman- 
ding; not diſpuring : Their grants and tranſactions as briefe and ſimple, which ſhew- 
edthem a cleere-meaning people , retayning ſtill the nature of that plaine realneſſe 
they brought with them, vncompoſed of ather faſhion then their own e,and vnaffet- 
ing imitation, 0 

. id for their tryals(in caſes crimitzall)where manifeſt proofe failed, they continued 
their acicient cuſtome,held from before their Chriſtianity (vnrill this great alcerarion) 
which trials they called Ordeal; Or (/gnifying) Right ,Deale, Part whereof they had theſe 
kinds ; Ordcal by fire which wa: for the better ſart,and by water for the inferiour:T bat of Fire, 
was to goe blindfold oner certame plongh-ſhares,made red hote,and laide an vnenen diſtance one 
from another, That of Water was eitver of hote, or cold : in the one toput their armes to 
the elbow , in the other to bee caſt headlong. According to their elcapes or hurts , they 
were adiuged : Such as were caſt into the rivers, if they ſancke were held gwltleſſe , if not, 
culpable,as ciefted by that Element. Theſe trials they called the iudgements of God, and 
they were performed with ſolemne Oraiſens, In ſome caſes, The accnſed was admitted to 
cleere h'ymſelfe by receiving the Euchariſt , or by his owne Oath,or the Oathes of two or three; 
but this was for eſpeciall perſons, and ſuch, whoſe liuings were of a rate allowable 
thereunto,the yſuall opinion perſwading them that men of ability held a more regard 
of honelly. | 
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With theſe, they had the triall of Campefight,or ſingle combat (which likewiſe the Lum- 
bards,originally of the ſame German Nation, brought into tay) permitted by the Law, 
incaſes either of ſafety ,and fame,or of poſſeſſions, All which trials, ſhew them to be igno- 
rant in any other forme of Law,or to negleQit ;Nor would they bee induced to for. 
go theſe Cuſtomes , and determine their affaires by Imperiall or Pontificiall Conſti- 
rutions, no more then would? the Lambards forſake their ducllary Lawes in 1taty, 
which their Princes (againſt ſome of their wils) were conſtrained toratifie, as Zaye- 
pranadus, their King , thus ingeniouſly confeſſes : We are vncertaine of the indgemen: of 
God, and we hane heard many by fight, to hans loft their cauſe, without iuſt canſe;yet im reſpect 
of the cuſtome of our Nation we cannot anoide an impions Law.But allthele formes of iud gC- 
ments,and trials,had their ſeaſons ; Thoſe of Fire, and Water , in ſhort time aftcr the 
Conqueſt, grew diſuſed, and in the end vtterly abrogated by the Pope; as deriued 
from Paganiime ; That of combare continues longer-liued , but of no ordinary ve : 
And all ations now, both criminall and reall, beganne to bee wholly adiudoged by the 
verdict oftwelue men,according to the cuſtome of Nermanay , where the like forme 
is yſed,and called by thename of Exqueſft, with the ſame cautions for the Jurors, as it is 
here continued to this day. Although ſome hold opinion , that this forme of triall, 
was of yſc in this Kingdome from all antiquitic, and alledge an Ordinance of King 
Ethelred{father to the Confefſor )willng in their Gemote,or connentions ynonethly held in euc- 
ry Hundred,twelue grane men of free condition, ſhould with the Greue , the chiefe Officer a- 
moug ſi them, ſweare vpon the Enangeliſts to indge enery mans cauſe aright. But herc we ſee 
rwelue men were to bee afſefſors with the Grene to iudge, and no Turors,according to 
this manner of triall now yſed;Befides,had there beene any ſuch forme,we ſhould aſwell 
hauc heard thereof in their Lawes and praCtiſe,as of thoſe other kinds of Ordeal,oncly, 
and v{ually mentioned, 


and ſecurity of the Kingdome (which moſt imported the King to looke vnto) ſeemes 
to be continued as before,and for that buſinefſe he found here better Lawes eſtabliſh- 
ed,by the wary care of our former Kings, then any hee could briag. Amongſt which 
eſpecially was the Borough Law, wherby enery free man of the Commons ſtood as ſurety for 
each others behaxtour gn this ſort. 

The Kingdome was deuided into Shieres or Shares , euery Shiere conſiſting of ſo 
many Hundreds,and euery Hundred of a number of Boroughs, Villages, or Tythings, 
contayning ten houſholdere whereof; /f any ene ſhould commit an unlawfull att , the other 
nine were to attach and bring biz to reaſes : If he ficd, 3 x dayes were enioyned him to appeare: 
If in the meane time apprehended, he was made to reſtore the damage done: otherwiſe the Free- 
boroughead(to ſay the T ythingman) was to take with him two of the ſame Village, and out of 
three other Villages next adioyning as many (that is , the Tythingman , and two other of the 
principal men) and before the officers of that Hwundred , purge himſelfe and the Village of the 
fatt, reſtoring the damage done with the goods of the malefattor ; which,if they ſuffized not to 
ſatisfie, the Free-borough, or Tything muſt make vp the re/t and beſides take an oath to be no 
way acceſſary to the fatt ; and toproduce the Offendor, if by any meanes they conld reconer 
him,or know where he were. Beſides, enery Lord and aiſter ſtood Borough, for all his fa- 
mily zwhereof if any ſernant were called in queſtion, the Maiſter was to ſee bim anſwere it in 
the Hundred where be was accuſed. If he fled, the Maiſter was to yeeld ſuch goods as hee 
had to the King. If himſelfe were accuſed to be aiding or prinic to his ſernants flight, he was 
to —n_y by fine men,otherwiſe to for feit all bis goods to; the King, and his man to be 
outlawed, 

Theſclincks thus intermutually faſtened , made ſo ſtrong a chaine to hold the whole 
frame of the State together in peace andorder, as, all the moſt pollitique regiments 
vpon earth, all the interleagued ſocieties of men, cannot ſhew vs a ficeighter 
forme of combination. This might make the Conquerour, comming vpon a 
people ( thus Law-bound hand and foote) to eſtabliſh him, fo ſoone, and caſily 
as he did ; This Borowgh-/aw(bcing as a Cirtadell, built ro guard the Common-wealth; 
comming to bee polſct by a Conquering Maiſter ) was made to turne all this ordi- 
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nancevpon the Stare, aqc batter her ſelte with her awne weapon : and this Law; may 
bc ſome cauſ:,we finde no popular inſurrection before the Conquelt, For had nofithis 
people bene bound with theſe fetrers,and an'idle peace(bur had. hued looſe, -ang-;in 
aQtion,) it is like they would haue done as nobly , ang giuen as many, and as, dgfpe 
wounds ere they lott their Country, as cuer the Briggames did , ,either again(t ' 
mans ,or rhe Saxons,chcir predeceflors,or themlſclues had dnne a84ju{trhe Daneq.ato- 
pletar more powerfull, and numerous then cheſe, The Conqueror , without zhi 
not made it the worke of one day , nor had Normaray cuer beene able tohaug yeelded 
thoſe mulcirudes for ſupplies,chat many bartrailes. mu{thaue had, . }. -- -1T 
|. Butnow, Faſt the ſtrif executing this Law Secondly giſ-weapening the Commons Thirdly, 
| preventing their 1: ht-meetings with a heauy penalty thas.every man at the day clo fag; ſhenld 
'* coxter his fire, and depart to his reſt, Fourthly ereftimg diners Fortreſſes.in fs parts of the:King - 
"dame. Fifthly, my. all offices ,both of commaund,apd indicature on.thoſe. who wer hrs ; 
mac his domination ſuch as he would haucit.'. 1 fo ont oo blip 
'f Aud where beforerhe Biſhop and the Alderman were the abfoſite: Judges ca; deter- 
c -mine all. huſineſle in every Shiece , and.che Biſhop in-mavy caſes ſharedinthe benefic of 


x5* 3. 


rhe Mylcts withthe Kmg,now he confined the Cletgy ; witbintheProuince-of their 
| owne Eccleſiaſtical iuriſdiftion,to deale onely in buſinefle concerniug rule of ſoules, 
according tothe Canons,and Lawes Epiſcopall, {gn | Far 

; Ane whereas the cauſes of the Kingdome were before determined in etery Shire, 
and by a Law of King Edward Senior, all matters in queſtion ſhould, vpon eſpeciall pe- 
nalty, without further deferment, bee finally decided1n their Gemore , or ,conuemions 
held monthly in euery hundred:now he ordained, That foure times tn the yeare, for certaine 
| daies the ſame buſineſſes ſhould be determined in ſuch place as he would gppaint where he conſti- 
\ rured Tudges to attend far that prrpoſe,and alſo others from whom ,-as fron the boſunze of the 
| Prince,all litigators ſhould baue Inſtice and from whons was no appeale, Others he appointed 


for the puniſhment of malefaCtors,called Inſticiary:Pacis.. +0 55, TY 


Whar alteration was then made in the tenure of-mens poſſeſſions, or fince tntro- 


1 without,That by writing was as free-hold,and by Charter hereditarie,with all immunities,and 


iorents and ſernices, and was for the rurall people. Thewheritances ae ſcended not alone, but 
after the German manger equally dented amongſt all the children , which they called Land- 
skitt1n,co ſry Part-land, a cuſtome yer continued in ſome places of Kert , by the name of Ga- 
uel-kin,of Gifeal kin: And hereupon ſome write how the ;people of that Country, 
rerayned their auncient Lawes and liberries by eſpeciall graunt from the Conquerour; 
who after his battaile at Haſtings, comming to Doxey, to make all ſure on that tide, was 
incompaſled by the whole peoplaot that Prouince, carrying boughs of trees in their 
' hands , and marching round abouthim like a moouing wood.”: , With which ſtrange 
i and ſuddaine ſhow being much mooued , the Arch«biſhop Srigend , and the Abbor 
| Egelſin (who had raiſed this commotion by ſhewing rhe people in what daunger they 
| were, Vtterly to looſe their liberties, and indure the perpetyall miſery of ſeruicude 
vnder the domination of ftrangers ) preſent rhcmſelues ,, and declared ,: How the 
were the uninerſallpeople of that Countrey , gathered together in that manner with bowghes 
in their hands, either as Oline branches of interceſſion , for peace \and liberty ,' or to in- 
tavgle him i his paſſage , with reſo{stion rather to. leaxe their lines, then that which was 
deerer , their freedome. Whercupon they fay the Conquetour - granted rhem the 
| continuation of rheir former Cuſtomes and Liberties : whereof, norwithſtan- 
ding they now retaine no other,then ſuch as are common with the reſt of the King- 
dome, | 
For ſuch as were Tenants at the will of cheir Lords(which gow growne to. 2'greater 
number, and more miſerable then before) vpon their petition,and compaſſion of their 
oppreſſion hee releeued, their caſe was this. All ſuch as were difcouered to have had a 
hand in any rebellion, and were pardoned , onely to enioythe-benefic of life, hauing all 
2 | their 


— — 


— 


w—_— 


_ | duced,we may finde by taking nore of their former vTances. .. Our. Awnce/tors bad only 
| two kinde of tenwres,Boke-laud,and Folk-land , the one was «poſſeſſion by writing ;che other 


| for the free andnobler ſort. That without writing , wasto hold at the will of the Lord; bound 
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their luclihood taken fromthem, became vaſſals ynto thoſe Lords to whom the pol- 
ſeflions were giuen,of all ſuch lands forfeired by atraindors. And if by cheir diligent 
ſetuice,they could attaine any portion of ground, they held it but onely ſolong as i 


|-pleaſed their Lords , without hauing anyeſtare for chemlclues,or their children, and 


.ywere oftentimes violently caſt out ypon any ſmall diſpeaſure, contrary to all right: 
wherupon it was ordained, that whatſocuer they had obtained of their Lords,by their 
obſequious ſeruice,or agreed for by any lawfull pact, they ſhould hold by an inuiolable 
Law,daring their owne liues, Eben 5 
The next great worke after the ordering his Lawes, was the raiſing and diſpoſing of 
hisreucnues, taking a courſe to make,and know the yrmolt of his eſtate, by a generall 
ſuruey of the Kinodome, whereof he had a prefident by the Dome booke of i mcheſter, 
| rakewbefore by King A/fride, Bur as one day'informes another,fo theſe ations of pro- 
fir grew more exactin theirafterpraQtiſe : and a larger Commiſſion is granted, a choice 
of Kilfuller men imployed, to take the particulars both of his owne poſſeſſions , and 
cnery mans elſe the Kingdomeghe Nature & the quality of their Lands,thcir cſtates, 
- and abilicies; befides the deſcriptions, bounds,and diviſions of Shieres and Hundreds, 
and this was drawne into one booke,and brought into his treaſury , thennewly called 
the Exchequer (according to the ſoueraigne Court of that name of Normandy ) before 
termed herc Talee,and it was called the Dome booke( Liber indiciarins) for all occaſions 
conccraifig thefe particulars, | | 
' Alichz Forreſts and Chaſes of the Kingdome,hee ſeized into his proper poſſeſhon, 
and exempted them from being ynder any other Law then his owne plealure , to ſerue 
as Pewetralia Regwws,the withdrawing Chambers of Kings, to recreate them after their 
ſcriouslabours inthe State, where none other might preſume to haue to doe,, and 


| where all puniſbmerits and pardons of delinquents were to be diſpoſed by hunſelfe, ab- 


ſolucely,xnd all former cuſtomes abrogated. And ro make his command the more, hee 
increated the number of cheniid allparts of the Land , and on the South coaſt diſpeo- 
pledrthe Country fot-aboue thirty thiles ſpace , making of old inhabited poſſeſſions , a | 
hew Forreſt), "inflict moſt ſcucre puniſhments for hunting his Decte , and thereby 
muchaduances his revenues. Anat of the greateſt concuſſion ,and tyranny, hee com- 
mitredin-his reigne,and Which purchaſed him much hatred, And the ſame courſe held 
(almoſt every King neere the Conqueſt ) till this heauy gticuance was allayed by the 
Charterof Forreſts,granted by Hwy che third. 

Beſides theſe, he impoſed no new taxations on the State, and vicd thoſe hee found 
very moderately,as Daxegelt,an itnpoſitis of rwo ſhillings ypon euery hide or plough- 
land(raiſcd firſt by King Ethelred , to bribe the Daves, after to warre vpon them)hee 
would not haue ir made an Annuall payment,bur onely taken vpon vrgent occafion, 
and it was ſcidome gathered in his rime,or his ſucceſſors (ſaith' Gerw«ſms) yet wee finde 
in our Annals, a taxe of 6, ſhillings vpon euery hide#land , leauicd preſently after the 
ocnerall ſurucy of the Kingdome. Eſcnage (whether it were an impoſition formerly 
layd,though now newly named, I doe nor find )was a ſumme of money, taken of cuery 
Knights fee: In after times, —_ raiſed for the ſeruice of Scotland; And this alſo, 
ſayth Gernaſtas,was ſeldome leauied but on great occafion, for ſtipends, anddonariues 
ro ſouldiers; yer was it at firſt a due, reſerued out of ſuch lands as were giuen by the 
Prince for ſeruice of warre ; according to the Cuſtome of other Nations. As in the Ro- 
mans time wee finde: Lands were giuen in reward of ſeruice to the men of warre , for 
terme of their liues,as they are at this day in Twkey: After they became Patrimoniall, & 
hereditary to theiy Children. Severns the Emperor was the firſt who permutred the chil- 
dren of men of war,to enjoy their Fiefs,prouided that they followed Armes, Conſt anting 
to reward his principall Capraines , granted them a perpetuity in the Lands affigned 
them. The eſtates which were but for life, were madeperperuall in Fraxce , vndcr the 
laſt Kings of the race of Charlemaine. Thoſe Lords who had the great Fits ofthe King, 


_ | ſub-deuided chem to other perſons,of whom they were ro haue teruice. 
"| meancs he in- 


| creaſed his 


MulCtuary profits, befides,Auch as might ariſe by the breach of his Forreſt-lawes, 
hee had, fewor nonenew,vnleſſe that of Murther , which aroſe vpon this occaſion. 
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In the beginning of his reigne,the rankor of the Engliſh towards the new-come Nor- 
2ns,Nas luch,as finding them fingle in woods, or remote places, they ſecretly murthe. 
red them; and the deed doers (for any the ſeucreſt courles raken) could neuer be diſco- 
uered : whereupon, it was ordained,rhat the Hundred , wherein a Norman was found 
flaine and the murthecer nor taken,ſhould be condemned to pay to the King, ſome 36 


| he had ſtraynedit, 


| the fortune of Kings , to haue their miniſters like rivers in the Ocean, buri:d inthcir 


pounds, fome 28 pounds,according to the quantity of the Hundred , that the puyniſh- 
menr,being gcnerally inflicted, wight parricularly deter them,& haften the diſcouery of 
the malefactor,by whom ſo many muſt(otherwiſe)be intereſlcd, . 

For his prouifionary revenues, he continued the former cultome held by his predeceſ- 
ſors, which was in chis manner.The Kings Tenants,who held their Lands of the Crown, 
payde no money at all; but onely Victuals, Wheare, Beifes, Muttons, Hay, Oates, &c: 
And a iuft note of che quality and quantity of euery mans ratement was taken through- 
our all the Shieres of the Kingdome;, and leauied euer certaine,for the maintenance of 
the Kings houſe, Other ordinarie in-come of ready moneys was there none, but what 
was raited by mul&s.,, and out of Cities and Caſtles where Agriculture was not vicd. 
\Vharthe Church yeelded him, was by extent of a power that neuer reached fo farre 
before; and the firft hand, he layd vpon that fide which weighed heavily, was his ſeizing 
vpon the Plate, lewels,and Treaſure wichin all the Mounaſteries of England , pretend- 
ing therebels,and theic afſiſtants,conueyedtheir riches into theſereligious houſes (as in- 
to piaces primiledged,and free from ſeizure )ro defrand himthereof, 

Beſides this,he made all Biſhoprickes, and Abbeys that held Barronies(before that 
tim? free from all ſecular ſeruices) contributary to his warres, and his other occaſions. 
Ani this may bee the cauſe why chey,who then onely held che Pen(the Sceprter, rhat 
rul:souer the memory of Kings) haue layd ſuch an erernall impoſition ypon his name, 
of rigour,opprefſion, and euen barbarous immanity,as they haue done, Whea the na- 


many things much excuſc his courſes, But thisname of Conqueſt,which euer imports 
violeace and miſery,is of ſo harſh a ſound, and ſo odious innature,as a people ſubdued 
cannot giue a Conquerour his duc ( how cucr worthy) and eſpecially to a ſtranger, 
whom onely time muſt naturalize , and incorporate by degrees, into their liking an 

opinion, And yet therein this King was greatly aduantaged , by reaſon of his ewenty 
yeares gouernment, which had much impaired the memory of former cuftomes in the 
younger ſort, and well inured the elder to the preſene vſances and forme of State, where - 


him in worth) were ſomewhat better beloued,then hz; and the rather,for that their oc- 
cafi>ns made chem, ſomewhat to vawrelt the Soueraignty from that height, whereunto 


How hee was vnderſet wich able miniſters for the managing of theſe great affaires 
of his,though time hath ſhut vs our fromthe knowledge of ſome of them ( it being in 


elory)yerno doubt,being of a ſtrong conſtitution ofi judgement, he could not but be 
ftrongly furniſhed in that kind ; for weake Kings haue euer weake fides, and the moſt 
renoWned Princes are alwaies beſt ſtored with able miniſters, The principall of higheſt 
imployment, were Odon,Biſhop of Bayenx,and Earle of Kent : Lanfranc, Archbiſhop of 
Camerbury and William Fitz, Auber,Farle of Hereford : Odon ſupplied the place of Vice- 

roy in the Kings abſence, and had the management of the Treaſury, A man of a wide 


place could ſhew him: And is rumored by the infinite accumulationof mony (whicty his 
auarice,& length of office bad made) either to buy the Popedome, orto purchaſe the 
people of Ergland,vponthedeath of the King his brother:who(vnderftanding he had a 
purpoſe of going to Rome,and ſceing a mighty confluence of followers gathering vnto 
him ) made a cloſe priſon ſtay his iourney:excufing it to the Church,that he impriſoned 


ture & neceſſary diſ»ofition of his affaires(being as he was)may aduocate for him, & ip | 


by che rule was made more eatie to his ſons : who (though they were farre inferiour co | 
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Tilb, 


lors, 


and agile ſpirit, let onr into as ſpacious a conceipt of greatneſle, as the heighth of his | 


not a Biſhop of Pajexx,but an Earle of Kent,an Officer accomprant vnto him, Yet, 
vpon his death-bed ſhortly following(atfter many obſecrations,that hee would , in re- 
ſpect of bloud & nature,be a kind mean for the future peace ofhis ſons)he releaſed him, 
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Bur the Biſhop failed his requeſt therein, and became the onely kindle-fire to ſer 
them all into more furious combuſtion, The motiue of his diſcontent ( the engine 
wherewith all Ambition euermore turnes about her intentions) was the enuy he bare 
to Lanfrane, whoſe counſel , in his greateſt affaires , rhe King eſpecially vied:and to 
oppoſe and ouer-beare him, he cooke all che contrary courles,and part with Robert , his 
Nephew,whom(after many fortunes) hee attended to the holy warre , and died 1n the 
fiege of Antioche. 

Lanfranc was a man of as vniuerſall goodnefle,as learring, borne in Lombardy , and 
came happily a ſtranger,in theſe range times ro do good to England ; vpon whoic ob- 
ſeruance,rhough the King might (5n regard he raiſed him)lay ſometye, yer bis affect. 
ons could nor bur teke part with his piety and place : inſo much as he feared not to op- 


pole agaiplt Odoy, the Kings brother, ſeeking to gripe from the State of his Church : | 


and in al he could, ftood fo betweene the kingdome and the Kings rigor,as ſtayed many 
precipicious violences, that he(whole power lay as wide as his will) might elſe have fal- 
len into, For the Conqueror(howſocuer auſtere to others )was to him alwaies milde and 
yeelding,as if ſubdued with his grauity,and yertue. 

He reformed the irregularity , and rudeneſle of the Clergie, introducing a more 
Southerne formality and reſpeCt, according to his breeding , and the Cuitome of his 
Country :concurring herein likewiſe to bee an aRor of alterarion (though in t-e beſt 
kinde)with this change of State, Andto giue entertainment ro deuorion, hee did all 
he could to furniſh his Church with the moſt exquiſite ornaments might beprocued z 
added a more State and conueniencie to the ſtruEture of religious houſes, and begamnne 
the foundipg of Hoſpitals, Haug long ſtruggled , wich indefatigable labour, to 
hold things 1n an euencourſe , during the whole reigne of this butie new Pate-bujl- 
ding King, and after his death, ſeeing his ſucceflor in the Crowne ( eſtabliſhed 
eſpecially by his meanes) to faile his expeRation z out of the experience of worldiy 
cauſes, diuning of furure miſchietes by preſent courſes , grew much to jat.enc(with 
his friends ) the teadioutneſle of life, which ſhortly after hee wildly left, with fuch a 
ficknefle, as neither hindredis ſpeech nor memory : a thing hce would oftcn defire 
of God, | 

William Fitz, Auber(as is delivered) was a principall courſellor and inftrumenr inthis 
a&ton for Engl.ind; wherein hee furniſhed forty ſhips at his owne charges, A man of 
great mcanes , yer of a heart greater ,, and a hand larger then any weanes would well 
jufice, His profuſe [iberalities to mencf armes, gauc often ſharpe offence to the 
King,who could not indure any ſuch improuident expences. Anongt the Lawes hee 
made (which ſhewes the power theſe Earles then had j1their Provinces) hee ordained, 
That in the County of Hereford no man of war'or ſouldier)ſhould be fined for any offence what 

ſoexer,aboxe ſeen ſhillmgs ; when in other Countries, vponthe leaſt occaſion cf dilobey- 
irg their Lord will,they were forced to pay 20. or 2 5.ſhil. But his eft»;e ſeeming to 
beare no proportion with his mide, and enough it was not ro be an eminent Earle, an 
eſpeciall Counſellor, in all the affaires of Eng/and,and Normandy,a chicke tauorite to ſo 
great a Monarch, but that larger hopes drew him away; deſigning co marry Richeld, 
Counteſſe dowpger of Flaxders,and to haue the gouernmenr of that Country , dwirg 
the ron-age off Armulph her ſon; of whom, with the King of France,he had the tute jary 
charge committed by Baldowin the fixth,Father ro Arnlph; whoſe citate,Robert le Friſon, 
his vncle{called by the people to the gouernment, vpon the exaQtions inflicted on them 
by R:cheld had viurped, And agaialt him Fitz Axber oppoſing , was with Arnulph, 
ſurprized and ſlaine, 6 

And this was in the fate of the Conqueror, to ſce moſt of all theſr great men, who 
had bene the eſp-ciall ators in all his fortuncs,{pent and extint before him; As Bean- 
mont, onfort, Harcomte , Hugh de Gourney, Vicount Neele, Hugh de Afortimer,Come de 
Vames &c. Andnow bimſclic,atter his being brovght ficke to Rowan, and there diſpo- 
ſing his eſtare,cendedalto his ain the 74 yeare of hisage , and che one and rweuty of 
his rcigne. 


his 


Three dayesthe Corpes of this great Monarchis ſayd to haue layne negleRed, while 


—— 


Loy C— ——-  ——_——— 


——_—_—— 
_ —— Mo 


Þ os _, IEIF 


l 


|= The Life, and Reigne,of William the firſt. 


43 


his ſeruants attended to jmbeaſle his moucables : inthe end , his yongeft ſonne Henry, 
had it conueyed to the Abbey of Caye ; where firſt arthe entry into the Towne , they 
who carried the Corpes, left ir alone, and ran all ro quench a houſe on fire : Afterward 
brought to be intombed, a gentleman ſtands forth, and in flerne manner, forbids the 
interment in that place, claiming the ground to be his inhericance, deſcended from his 
Anceſtors, and taken from him ar the building of that Abbey;appealingto Row, their 
firſt founder , for Iuſtice: whereupon, they were faine to compound with him for an 
Annuall rent,. Such adoe had the body of him afterdearh ( who had made fo much in 
his life )ro be broughtto the earth; and of all he atrained,had not now a roome to con- 
taine him, without being purchaſed at the hand of another,menefteeming a liuin oDog 
more then a dead Lyon. 

Hebad a faire iſſue by Maxde his wiſe, foure ſons, and fixe daughter, To Robert his 
| eldeſtyhe left the Duchy of Normandy : to William the third ſon, the Kingdome of E-g- 
iand: to Henry che yorgelt, his treaſure,with an annuall penſion to be payd himby his 
brothers, Richard who was his ſecond ſon,and his darling, a Prince of great hope, was 
flaine by a Stagge hunting in rhe new forreſt, and beganthe fatalneſſe thac followed in 
that place,by the death of #illiam the ſecond,there (line with an arrow,and of Richard 
the ſon of Robert Duke of Normandy, who brake his necke, 

His eldeſt daughter Creife, became a Nun, Conſtance married to the Earle of Brittaine: 
Adwula to Stephen Earle of Bloys ,who likewiſe rendred her ſelfe a Nun,in her age ; ſuch 
was then their deuotion, and ſo much were theſe ſol:tary retires, affeRed by the grea- 
teſt Ladies of thoſe times: Gundred married to William de Warrein,the firlt Earle of Swur- 
rep,che other two, E/a or Ade/:z.1 and Margaret, died before marriage. 

Now,what hce was in the circle of kimſelfe in his owne continent, wee finde him of 
an euen ſtature, comely perſonage, of good preſence, riding, fitting, or tanding 
his corpulency increafing with age, made him ſomewhat vaweiliy, of fo [trozg x con- 
ftiturion,as be was neuer ſickly till a few meneths before his death, His ircrgth ſuch, 
as few men could draw his Bow,and being about 5o. of his age,when he ſubdued this 
Kingdome,it ſeemes by his continual aCtions,he felt not the weight of yeeres vpon him 
till his laſt yeere, | 

Whac was the compoſition of his mind; we ſee it (tHe faireſt) drawne in his aCtions, 
and how his abilities of Nature, were anſwerable to his vndertakings of Fortune, as 
pre-ordained for the great worke he effeRed, And though hee might haue ſore ad- 
uantage of the time, wherein we often ſee men preuaile more by the imbecihty of o- 
thers,then their owne worth; yet letthe ſeaſon of that world be well examined, and a 
uſt meaſure taken of his ative vertues, they will appeare of an exceeding propor- 
tion 2 Nor wanted he thoſe incounters and concurrencies of ſufficient able Princes, to 
put himto thetriall thereof : Hauing on one fide the Frexch to grapple withall; on the 


other the Danes,farre mighticr in people and ſhipping then himſelfe , ſtrongly ſided in 
this Kingdome,as eger to recouer their former footing herezas euer,and as well or bet- 
ter prepared, 

For his deuotion and mercy,the brighteſt Starres in the Spheare of Maiefty,they ap- 
peare aboue all his other vertues,and the due obſeruation of the firlt, the Cler oy (that 
loued him not) confeſle; the other was ſcene, in the often pardcning , and recciuing 
into grace,thoſc ( who rebelled againſt him) as if he held ſubmiſsion ſatisfaQory , for 
the greateſt offence, and ſought not to defeir men, bur their enterprizes : for we finde 
but one Noble man executed in all his reigne,2nd that was the Earle Walthzof,viho had 
twice falſified his faith before : And thoſe he held priſoners in Normazady, 3s the Earies 
Morchar and Sovard, with Wolfnoth,the brother of Harald , andothers (vpon compaſ- 
fion of their indurance ) he releaſed a little before his death, 

Beſides, hee was as farre from {puſition , as cowardize, and of that confidence (an 
eſpeciall note ofhis Magnanimity ) as he gaue Edgar his Competitor in the Crowne, 
the liberty of his Court : And {open his ſuite) ſent him well furnifhe to the holy War, 
where he nobly behaued himſelte, and atrained to great eſtimation, with the Empe- 
rours of Greece and Almaine, which might haue beene held dangerous, in refpe&t ot his 
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none of his,and the elJer brother liuing : howſocuer his tathers will was, hee muſt now 
be put,and held in poſſeſſion of the Crowne of England, by the Will of the Kingdome ; 


| conſiſting of a two fold body, and different remperaments (where any inflammation 


ns en eee... Seat mt 


alliances that way,being grand-child ro the Emperour Heyry the third, Bur theſe may 
be as well vertyes ofthe Timeas of Men , and fo the age muſt haue partof rhis com 
mendations, 

He was a BenetaCtor to nine Abbeyes of Monkes, and one of Nunnes, founded by 
his Predecefſors in Normandy , and during his owne time were founded in the ſame 
Prouince,ſeuen Abbeyes of Monkes,and ſixe of Nunnes ; with which fortrefſes (as he 
ſayd) he turniſht Normanay; to the end men might therein fight againſt che fleſh, and 
the Diuell. In Ergland he founded a goodly Abbey , where he fought his fir(t Barrell, 
whereofiit had the Denomination,and rwo Nunneries, one at Hinching-brooke in Han- 
__ , andthe other at Armthewt in Cumberland, beſides his other publique 
workes. 

Magnificent he was in his Feſtiuals, which with great ſolemnity and ceremony (che 
formall entertainers of reuerence and reſpect) he duly obſerued : Keeping his Chriſimas 
at Gloceſter, his Eaſter at F/ischeſter , and Pentecoſt ar preſtminſter : whither he ſummo= 
ned his whole Nobility;that Embaſſadors and ſtrangers might ſee his Stare,and large- 
nefſe, Nor euer was he more milde and indulgent, then at ſuch times, And theſe cerc- 
monies his firſt ſucceſſor obſerued; but the ſecond omitred, 

The end of the Life,and Reigne of William the firſt. 
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Illians the ſecond, ſonne to Williamthe firſt , not attending his Fathers 


AFENCEZS: 
Ve) f funeral,haſts into Emg/ard to recouer the Crowne, where( by the eſpeci-= 
4 > & & all mediation of the Arch-biſhop Lanfranc,his owne large bounty , and 
ANN \ D 9 wide promiſes ) he obtained it,according to his Fathers wilkto whom, 
ASXBYY Þ by bis obſcquiouſnefle he had much indeered himſelfe, eſpecially after 


the abdication of his elder brother Robert; He was a Prince more gallant then good, | 


and hauing beene bred with the {word , alwayes in aRtion , and on the berter fide of 
fortune, was of a nature rough, and haughty, wherunto, his youch,and Souteraignty ad- 
ded a greater wildenefle, Comming to ſucceed in a Gouernment, fore-ruled by ma- 
ture,and graue Counſel] , hee was ſo ouer-whelmed with his Fathers worth and great- 
neſſe, as made him appeare of a leſſer Orbe then other wiſe he would haue done. And 
then the ſhortneſle of his Reigne,being bur of thirteene yeares ; allowed him nor time 
to recouer that opinion, Which the errors of his firſt gouernment had loſt , or hisne- 
ceſſities cauſed him to commir. For the ſucceſſion in right of Priwegentture , beeing 


which co purchaſe (mult be) by large conditions of relieuements in genera!l, and pro- 


fuſe gifts in particular. Wherein he had the more to doe, being to deale with a State 


of diſcontent , Was the more apr to take,) hauing a head whereto ir might readily ga- 
ther. Which made, that vnlefſe he would lay more to their hopes then another , hee 
could not hope to haue them firmely his. And therefore ſeeing the beſt way to win 
the Normans, was by money,and the Exghſh, with liberties, he {pared not ar firſt, to 
beſtow on the one, and to promiſethe other, more then befitred his eſtate, and dig- 
nity; which, when afterward failing, both in ſupplies ( for great giuers mult alwayes 
ove) and alſo in performances, got him farre more hatred then otherwiſc he could e 
uer haue had, beeing forced toallthe diſhonorable ſhifts for raiſing moneycs that could 
be deuiſed,and cuen to reſume his owne former grants, | 

And to begin at firſt to take the courſe to bee euer needy, preſently after his Coro. 
nation, hee goes co Wincheſter where his Fathers Treaſure lay , and empties out all chat; 


which,with great prouidence, was there amaſſed : whereby, though he wonne the lone 

of many, hee loſt more, being notable to content all. And now although his brother 

Robert had not (this great engine) money, he had to give hopes : and there were hcere 

of the Normans, as Odon his Vackle, Roper de Aongomery Earle of S brewsbury , with | 
| others, 
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. orear ſpoyles,in the Countties of Conſtantine and Beſſin, 


| new maiſter , and ſers them on' worke in dinersparts of the Realme to Ciftra@ rhe 


| there to waſte and. weaken his brother at home, $9, as he might hold him from any 
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others, who were mainly for him, and worke he doth allhecan, to batter his brothers 
fortune , vpon their firſt foundation. And forthis purpoſe borrowes orcat ſummes of 
his younger brother Henry (to whom the father and mother had lefr much Treaſure ) 
and for the ſame,ingages the Cotinrey of Co/tantine,and lettes an Army for Englaxd. 
Burt /illiams newly inuefted in the Crowne, though well prepared for all aſſaults; had 


rather purchaſe a preſent peace { by mediation of che Nobles on both fides) till tnme þcbale the 
had better ſetled him in his gouernment ) then to rate (Pirirs that could nor cafily bee 


allayed. And an agreement berweene themis wronght, that William ſhould hold 
the Crowne of Englard during his like 5 paying to Robere three thouſand Markes Per 
anihtm. : 


Robert having doſed this bufineſſe, reſumes by force the Country of Conſtantine our | 


of his brother Hewries harids, without diſcharge of thoſe ſummes, for which hee had in- 
gxped it, Whereupon King William ypbrayds Henry ( with the great gaine hee had 
made by his vſury)in lending money ro depriue him of his Crowne. And fo Henry 
Sor the hatred of both bis Brothers, and — place {3fe from their danger where 
roliue; ſurprized the Caſtle of Mount Saint Michel, forrifies him therein, gers ayde of 
Hugh Earle of Britt4e,and for his money was ſerued with-Br:rt4ines, who committed 

Odon, Biſhop of Bajenx,rewrning into Exgland, atcer bis impriſonment in Norman. 
dy,and reſtored ro his Earledome ot Kent , finding himfelfe ſo farre vnder whar he had 
beene, and Lifraze his concurrent , now the onely man in councell with the Kwg, 
cosmplots with as many Norman Lords as'tte'found , or made to afteQ change, and a 


Kings forces : a8 firlt Geffrey Biſhop of Conſfans, with his Nephew Robert de Mowbray 
Earle of Northumberland, fortificthemſtluts ir Brifow And take inall the Countrey a- 
bout : Roger de Brgod, made himſelfe fitong in Northfolke': Hugh de Grandemeniftabour 


| Leiveſter: Koger de' Songomerie Earle of Shrewsbury with a powet of elſhmen and other | 


thereabour, ſersour accompanied with william Biſhop of Dilrhan, Bernard de New- 
mach, Roger Latie,and Rawlfe Mortimer, all Normans,and afſaile the City of Prorcefter, 
making themlclues ſtrong in thoſe parts, Odeon himfelues forrifies the Caſtle of Reche- 
fter,makes good alithe Coalt of Kent , ſollicites Robert ro vic! whar fpeed hee could ro 
tome'with ail his power out of Normandy : Which hid he dontin time, and nor gi- 
uen his brother ſo large opportunity of preuention;hee had Earried the Kmgdome;bur 
his delay yeelds the King time ro confirme his friends, yndetzWorke his chenties, and 
make himſelfe ftxong with rhe Egliſh, which he did by granting relaxation oftribute, 
with other relieuements of their doleances,and reftoring rhem to their former freedom 
of hunting in all his woods and forreſts , a rhirig they much elteemed; whereby hee 
made th-m ſo ftronzly his, as he {oone brake the necke of all the Norman confpiracies 
(they being egar ro reuenge chem of thar Nation) and here thev learned firſt co beate 
their Conquetors, hauling the faire aduantage of this action , which cut the throates of 
many ofchem. ge | 

Mongomery, being won from his complices , and the ſeuerall conſpirators in other 
parrs repreſt, the King comes with an Army into Kent , where the head of the tation 
lay arid firſt wonne the Caſtle of Tinbridge,and rhat of Perſey,which Odon was forced 
toyeeld, and promiſe to cauſe thoſe which defended that of Recneſter, which were 
Enftate Earle of Bulogne,and the Earle ot Mortaigne, torender likewiſeche fame, Bur 
being brovght thirherto effeR the buſineſle, 'rhey within , receiving him, detained } 
him,as be prerended,, priſoner, ard held our toutly againttthe King vpon a falſe in- | 
rellicence gitien of the ariuall of Duke Robert ar Southampton; but in the enJ they were 
forced ro quit the placezaud retire inte Frayce;and Oton to abjure England. | 

And to keepe off the like danger from tienceyhe tranſports his forces into Normandy, | 


furure attempts abroad for euct after, Where firlt he obtaines Saint Valery, and after 
Albemarle with the whole Countrey of Ex, Feſcampe,the Abathie of mounc Srint At;- 
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; | ſhould aye the' Duke to reconer all other peeces which belonged to his Father aud were vſurpe 4 


KReg.3, 


1091. | by the mediation of the Kiag of Fraxce, whillt william had a firoog Army.in theficld, 


Reg-4« | he was euery way in dangertobe cruſhr ;,/and ſecing he had loſt both his brothers by; 


| ] Arſes, and a, that the horſe ſlips away, and leaues the King , and:the: ſaddle on the. 


TheKinos vn-' | +? 
dauntcd valor. 


The King and | ſhould haue bragged,they had won the (addle from vnder ins ly bow preat an indignity it 


| his two brethe- | 


1092,|| 


{ 


brother Henr} | 


| who comes downe with an Army , into Normandy ; but ouercome with the power of | 

' money Wherewith King F/Uiam aflayled him,did him little good and lo retired, | 

W hereupon Duke Robert, in the end, was driuen to a diſhonorable peace , conclu- 

:ded at Caey, with theſe Articles. Firſt, that King William ſhould hold rhe Connty of Eu, 
Feſcarpe, and all other places which he had beught,and were delmered vntobim,by Willian) 

. Earle of Eu, and Stephen Earle of Auma! hers ſome to Willam the firſb, Secondly, Hed 


| from the Datchy,Third(,that ſuch Normans,,as had loſt their eſtates in.Eng}and,by taking 
| part with the Duke, ſhould be.re/iored thereunto, Fonrthly that the ſuruiner of either of thers 
 ſhemld ſucceed m the Dominions both of England andNormandy, After this peace made, 


' Duke Kobertrequelted his ayde againlt their brocher Zevry; who. (likkkepc him inthe: 
|. Forrof mount Aficbel, vpon tis guard,, holding it beſt: for his ſafety 5 For beecing a 
' Prince thar could not {ubbft of himſelte; (as an carthen veſlell fer amonglt 5ron pots): 


| doing the one akindnefle, if he-ſhouldhayetooke to either ( their curne being leryed,, 
| his owne might be.inhazard; and ſo betopoke him ro thjs defence. Forty dayes the rwo: 
\ Princes laydeſicgeto this Caltlez And,one day, as the King was alone on the ſhore, 
:| there fallies our of che Fort i 4 Company of horſe; whercof three range at him ſo vio-! 
 lently, and all irooke his horfe rogether with their Launces ; asthey brake petorall, 
*Sround : the King takes vp the (addle with both hands, ,and therewith defends bim- 
| ſelfe till reſcue came;and being blamed. by ſame of bis people for putting himſelte chus 
| in perill of bis lifero {aue.bjg faddle,.an{wered_: Ir wowld awe angred hin: , the Bretons' 


| was, for 4 King 10 ſuffer inferiors to force any thing from him, _ 
|  Inchecnd. Henry grew t@extreame, want of drinke and water; although hec had all 
| other prouifion ſnficienrwithin bigFot:, -and ſends ro Duke Robert that hee might 
| houc hisneceſfity ſupplied . The Duke ſeuds him a Tun of wine, and grants himicruce 
for aday to furpiſh him with water, Wherewith p/;am being difpleaſed , Duke Ro-. 
Lert told him : 1t was hard to deny a brather meate and drinke which craued it, and that if bee 
periſht, they had not a brother. Wherewigh William likewiſe relenting, they ſent for Henry, 
and agreement is made; That he ſhould hold im mergage the Cauntrie ef Conſtantine, till the 
money was payd,and a day appointed to rgovine it at Roucn, 

Which accord King mien the rather wrought,to draw as much from Robert as he 
might, whom by tkis voyage he net onely had waſted, but poſſeſt himſelfe of a ſafe 
and continuall landing place, with a part of his Dutchy: and cauſed him to put from 
him,and baniſh out of Nownandy; Edgar Atheling,whom Rober: held his Penfioner, & 
| as a tone in his hand, vpon all occaſions to threaten Willaw with anothers right , if his | 

owne preuailed not : And beſides, be wrought(o, as either through promiſe of money, 
or ſomefarther ratification to be made here , hee brought his brother Robert with him 
ouer into England , and tooke him along in an expedition againſt Malcolm , who had 
incroched vpon his territories during his abſence. Which buſinefle being determi- 
ned without battell, Rebert , ſocne after returnes much diſcontented into Normandy, 
and as it ſcemes, without money to fatisfie his brother Hem. Who repairing to Rewer 
at aday appointed, in ſtead of receiuingit, was committed toprifon, and before hee 
could be releaſed, forced to renounce the Country of Conſtantine, and ſweare neuer to 
claime any _ in Normandy. 7 : 

Henry complaines of this groſigſhiuſtice,to Phillip King of Fraxce, who gauc him a 
faire entertainmentin bis Court. Where he remained nor long, but that a Knight of 
Normandy, named Hachard, yndetcaking to put him into a Fort. ( maugre his brother 
Robert) within the Duchy ; conueyed him diſguiſed out of the Court, and wrought fo, 
as the Caſtle Dampfront was deliuered yaro him : whereby ſhortly aftcr , hee got all 
the Countrey of Paſſays , abour ir, and a good part of Conflantine,by the ſecrer ayde of 
King ilbam, Richard de Rinieres,and Roger de Mannewtle, = 


Duke 


- — 


ied 


| Malcolin, ftanding vpon his regality within his owne ; though content to bee ordered 


| Ifle (their chiefelt rerreir,) commirred there barbarous examples of cruelty, by exceca- 
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Duke Robert leuies forces, and eagerly wrought to recouer Dampfront, bur fiading 
how Henry was vnderſer,inucighes againſt the perfidie of his brother of Exgland: in ſo 
much as the flame of rancor burſt out againe more theneuer, And ouer , paſſes King 
Willians with a great Army; bur rather to terrifie, then do any great marter ; as a Prince 
that did more contend then warre ; and would be great with the ſword, yer ſeldome 
defiredrovſcit; if he could getto his eads by arty other meanes,ſecking rather to buy 
his peace then win 1t. | 

Many skirmiſhes interpaſſed, with ſurprizements of Caſtles; bur in the end a treaty 
of peace Was yropounded - whereinto make his conditions, what he would; King Wil- 
liam ſeernes hard to bee wrought, and makes the more ſhew of force; ſending ouer 
into Egland for an Army of thirty thouſand men , which being brought to the ſhoare, 
ready to be ſhipped : an offer was made ro be proclaimed by his Lieutenant , that gi- 
uing ten ſhillings a man, whoſocuer would , might depart honje to his dwelling: 
whereby was raiſed ſo much as diſcharged his expence , and ſerued to feethe King of 

France, vader-hand; for his forbearing ayde to Duke Robert , who ſecing himlelfe left 
by the Frezch,mult needes make his peace as the other would haue it, 

Now for his affaires at home, the vncertairte warres with Wales and Scotland, gaue 
him more buſinefle then honour. Beeing driven jn the oneto incounter with moun- 
taines in Read of men, to the great loſſe and diſaduanrage of his people, and in the 0+ 
ther with as many necefſities. Wales he ſought to ſubdue; Scotland (o to reftraine; as it 
might not hurt him, For thelaſt, after much broyle, both Kings, ſeeming more wil- 
ling to haue peace then to ſeeke it, are broughrto an entetuiew, AXalcelin vpon pub- 
licke faith , and ſafe conduR, came to Gloteſter;, where,vpon the haughrineſle of King 
Wittians, looking to be ſatisfied in all bis demands, and the vnyeeldingnefle of Kin g 


for the confines, according ro the judgement of the Primate of both Kingdomes; no- 
thing was effeted, bur a greater diſdaine, and rankor in Aalcolin, ſeeing himſelfe deſ- 
piſed, and ſcarce looked on by the King I. Sothat ypon his returne , armed 
with rage; he raiſes an Army, enters Northumberland, which fourc times before he had 
depopulated ; andnow rhe fifth, ſeeking ytrerly to deſtroy ir , and ro haue gone far- 
ther, was, with his eldeſt ſon Edward ſlaine, rather by the fraude then power of Robert 
Aowbray Earle of that County : The griete of whoſe deathes, gaue fargaret, that ble(- 
ſed Queenc, hers. After whom, the StateeleSted Dafnald, brother to Malcolm, and 
chaſed out all the Engliſh, which attended the Queene, and were habored, or prefer. 
red by Malcolm. King william to fer the line right , ard to haue a King there which 
ſhould be beholding to his power , aides Edgar, the ſecond ſon ro Malcolin ( who 
had ſerued him in his wars)to obtaine the Crowne due yvato him inxight of ſucceſſion: 
by whole meanes, Dafrald was expeld,and the State receiued Edgar , but killed all the 


entertaine Englyſh or Norman in his leruice, 


they (retiring into the Mountaines and the Iſle of Angleſey) avoided the preſent furie, 
But atrerward, Hxgh Earle of Shrewsbary, and Hugh Earle of Cheſter, ſurpriſing the 


ayde he brought with him our of England, and capitulated that he ſhould neuer more 


This bufineſle ſetled; ales firugiing for mn reuenge, gaue neW occafion of | 
worke : whither he went in perſon , with purpoſe todepopulate.the Countrie : but | 
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tions, and miſerable diſmembring the people; which immanity , was there ſuddenly a- 
uenged on the Earle of Shrewsbxry, with a double death , firſt ſhor into the eye, and 
then tumbling ouer boord mto the ſea , tothe ſport and ſcorne of his enemy the King 
of Norway,who cither by chance,or of purpoſe,comming vpon that coaſt fromtaking 
in the Orcades,cncountred with him and that force he had ar ſea, | 

Theſe were the remore buſineſſes, when a conſpiracy brake out within the body of 
the Kingdome,complotted by Robert Mowbray Earle of Northwmiberland tilliamd On, 
and many others, which are ſayd to haxe ſought the deſtruttion of the King , and the 
aduancement of Stephen Earle of Albemare, bis Aunts ſonne, ts the Crowne; which gaue 


EE —— 


the King more rrouble then danger : for, by the ſpeedy and maine proſecution of the 
bufineſle 
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1 


Reg.8, 
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T ha Life and Reigne of William the fecond. 


Peter the Her- 
"irs gets 

3000090* ME n 
ro recouer the 


Holy Land. 


| bufineſſe (wherein he vſed the belt ſtrength of England) it was ſoone ended , with the 


| Countries and Ports, with that quietneſle , as chey ſeemed rach.r Pilyrumes , than 


confuſion of the vndertakers, But it wrought an ill effeCt in his nature, by hardening 
the ſame to an extreame rigor : tor after the feare was paſt, his wrach,and cruelty were 
not; but (which is hideous in a Prince) they grew to bee numbred amongft incurable 
diſeaſcs, | 
The Earle was committed to the Caſtle of Windſor , William d' On, at a Conncell at 
Salisbury being ouercome in Duell (the courſe of triall) had bis eyes put our, and his 
priuie members cut off. William de Alxeric his Sewer, a man of goovly verlonage,and 
allyed voto him,was condemned to be hanged : though both in his confeſſion ro Oimond 
the Biſhop there, and to all the people as he paſſed to his execution, he etc a cleere opinion of 
his innocency,and the wrong be had by the Kirg, 
Burnow ; whillt theſe fractures here at home, the vnrepairable breaches abroad, 
(were ſich) as could giue the King no longer afſurednefle of quiet, then the attcmpters 
would : and that all the Chriſtian world was out, ei.ber at difcord amoneft r1em- 
ſelues,or in fation,by the ſchiſme of the Church ; Pope P7bay, aſſembling 2 generall 
Councell at Cleirmont in Axergre, to compoſe the aff:ires of Chariftendome , exhorred 
all che Princes thereof, ro ioyne themſelues in action, for the recouery of the Holy 
Land, our ofthe hands of Infidels. Which motion, by the zcalous negotiation of Pe- 
ter the Hermit of Amrens;tooke lo generally(meeting with the difpoti-ion of an aCtiue, 
and religious world) as turned all that flame , which hadelſe conſumed cach other ar 
home,vpon vriknowne Nations that vndid them abroad, | 
Such,and ſo great grew the heate of this a&tion , made by the pe: {waſion cf the Iu- 


ſtice thereof, with the Scate and glory it would brivg on earch, and the afſurednchie of: 


heauen to all the pious vadertakers, that none were eſteemed ro co::taine any thing 
of worth, Which would ſtay behind Each giues hand co other to leade them long, 
and example addes number. The forwardnefle of fo many greac Priaces , paſſing a- 
way their whole eſtaies, and leauing all what the deerene ſc of their Courtrey contai= 
ned,drew to rhis warre 300000; men; all which, chough in Acmes,psfle:i from divers 


Souldiers, 

Godfrey of Boxillon, Nephew and heire to the Duke of Lo-72ine, 2 gencrous Prince, 
bred 1a the Warres of the Emperour Henry the fnuth, was rhefn ff that ofterec vp 
himſclfe to his f:mous voyage ; and with him his two brothers, Exſtice ind Bar :0- 
#in, by Wioſe examples were drawne Hwgh le Grand, Coun” de Vermordo's, broticr io 
Phillip King of France; Robert Duke of Normandy, Robert ls Friſon Eaiic 0 Flinders: Ste- 
phen Earlc of Blois,and Charters: aimar Biſhop of Pay William Biſhop of Orange : Rai- 
mond Earle ot T helouſe : Bandonin Earle of Hainaut, Baudoanm,Farle of Rethel arid Gar- 
nier Earle of Gretz, : Harpin Earle of Bonrges : Tſoard Earle of Die : Ramband Earle of 
Orange: Gmill.um Come de Foreſts, Stephen Conte d' Aumanl+ Hugh Earle of Saint Pol; 
Ratron Earle of Perche, and others. Theſe were for France, Germany,and the Countries 
adioyning. Italy had Bohemond Duke of Apnlia: and England, Beauchampe,with others, 
whoſe names are loft : Spaine onely had none; being afflicted at char time with the 
SArazims, | 

Moſt of all theſe Princes and great perſonages ro furniſh themſelues for this cx- 
pedition, fold , or ingaged their poſſeſſhons, Godfrey (old the Dutchy of Bologne to 
Hubert Biſhop of Liege,and Mets. to the Citizens ; Beſides, he {old the Caſtle of Sar- 
texey,and Monſato Richard Biſhop of Veraan : and to theſame Biſhop , Bandonin, his 
brotheryfold the Earledome of Ferdas. Enace like wiſe {51d all his liuchhood ro the 
Ghurch: Herpin Earle of Bowrges, his Earledome to Philhp King of France : and Robert 
morgaged his Dutchie of Normandy,the Earledome of Ae , and all tiee had, to his 
brother King William of England, Whereby the Pope nor onely weakened the Em- 
pire,with whomthe Chutrchhad(to the great zfliction of Ciuifttendome) heid a long, 
and bloudy bufinefle , about the inueſtitures of B ſhops; tooke away and infeobled 
his partiſans, abared,as if by Oſfraciſme , the power of any Prince that might oppoſe 
him , but alſo aduanced the State Eccleſiatticall by purchafirg theſe great tempo- 
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| the difcouragements, by the difficulties in paſſing , the diſaſters there chrough contagi- 


T he Life,and reigne, of Henry the firſt. 


(more honorable for the lellers then the buyers) vnto a greater meanes then cuer. For 
by aduiſing the yndertakers, ſeeing their ation was for Cur 15T and his Church, 
rather to make ourr their eſtates to the Clergie, of whom they might againe redeeme 
theſam2, and be ſure ro haue the fayreſt dealing; then vnto Lay-men ; he effeted 
this worke, Whereby the third part of the beſt Fiefs in France cameto bce poſleſt by 
the Clergie : and afterward vpon the ſame occaſion, many things more ſold ynto them 
in Englard, eſpecially when Richard the firſt yndertooke the voyage,who paſled ouer 
divers Mannors to Hugh Biſhop of Darham{(and 1lfo,for bis mony)created him Earle of 


Durham,as appeares in his life, 
This humor was kept vp , and in motion almoſt 300. yeares , notwithſtanding all 


on arifing from a diſagreeing clime : and che mulricudes of indigent people, caſt of- 
tentimes into miſerab:e wants, Itconſumed infinite Treaſure , and moſt of the bra- 
uelt men of all our Weſt world, andeſpecially France, For Germanie, and [talie, thoſe 
who werethe Popes friends, and would haue gone, were ſtayed at home by diſpen- 
{arion to make good his partic againſt the Emperour , who notwichſtanding il] 
Rrugled with him;but in the end, by this meanes the Pope preuailed, Yer theſe were 
not all che effe&s this yoyage wrought : the Chriſtians who went out to feekean 
enemy in Afia,brought one thence : to the daunger of all Chriſtendome, andthe loſſe 
of the faireft parc thereof. For this long keeping it in a warre , that had many inter- 
miſſions with fits of heates and coldueſſes(as made by aleague, conſifting of ſenerall 
Narions,cmulous,and ynconcurrent intheir courſes)taught ſuch as were of anentire 
bodie,their weakeneſſes,and the way to conquer them, This wes the great effe@ his 


voyage wrought, | ; 
And by this meanes King Filiamhere was now, ridde of an elder brother , and a 


ger, but that being dangerouſly ſicke at Gloceſter,the ſh yeare of his reigne, bis Cler- 
gie,in the weakeneſle of his body, tooke to worke ypon his minde', fo as hee yowed, 
vpon his recouerie to ſec all vacancies furniſhed, which he did, but with ſo oreat adore, 
as ſhewed that having eſcaped che daunger hee would willingly have decewed the 
Saint: And Anſelme,an Italian borne, though bred in Normanay,is in the end preferred 


litie,he neuer enioyed it quietly vnder bim. For berweene them two, began the fir 
| conteftation abour the inueſtitures of Biſhops, and other priuiledges of the Church, 


Kings will, forſooke the Land; whereupon his Biſhopricke was re-aflumed; 


Competitor;had the poſſeſſion of Normandy during hisreigne,and more abſoluteneſſe, 
and irregularity in Evglavd. Where now , in making vp this great ſumme to pay Ro- 
bert, hevſed all theexcreme meanes could be deviſed 7 azhee had done inall like bu- 
finefſes before, Whereby he incurred the batred of hispeople in generall, and cſpe- 
cially of the Clergie, being thefirſt King which ſhewed his ſucceflors an euill prece- 
dent of keeping their Liuings vacant, and receiuing the profirs of them himſelfe , as hee 
did that of Canterbwrie,foure yeares after the death of Lavfraxc ; and had holden it lon- 


to that S2a, But,what wir 1 his owne tiffeneſle, and rhe Kings ſtanding on his reoa. 


which gaue much to doe, to many of his lucceſfors,  Arſelme not yeelding to the 


; ſhoprickes of Wincheſter, Sarwms, and cleuen Abbayes, whereof he tooke allthe 


| profits, 
| * He vſually ſold all pirituall prefermentsto thoſe would give moſt, and tooke fines | 


| of Prieſts for fornication : he vexed Rebert Bluer Biſhop of Lincolne in ſuite,till hee payd | 


| were anſwered , That they bad Shrines of gold in their Churches , and for ſo holy a worke as | 
| this warre againſt infidels they ſhonld not ſpare them. Hee alſo tooke money ot Icwes, ro 


and the King held in his hands at one time , beſides that of Canterbury , the Bi- 


him 5000 pounds, And now the Clergie, vpon this taxe, complayning their wants, 


cauſe ſuch of them as were conuerted,to renounce Chrifttanity,as making more benefit 


Beſides his great taxations layd onthe Layeriehi ſet informers vpon them, and for 


| KING Of Nor 


The Kings | 
s ORE 8 ſhew of reli- 
by their vabeeleefe,then cieic conuerfion, Wherein hee difcouered the worſt peecg | <a 


of his nature, [rreligion. 
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ſnall cranſgreſſions made great penalties. Theſe were his courſes for rayſing moneys, |of taformers. 
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The Life, and reigne , of William the ſecond. 


This Kanulpb 
gaue a thou- 
{and pounds 


pricke,and 
was the Kings 
Chancellour. 


1 Profufion 


Cuecr in want. 


foc his Biſho- 


—— — 


wherein he failed not of fit Miniſters to execure his will, among whom was chiefe, 
Ranulph Biſhop of Durhem,whom he bad corrupted with other Biſhops,to counterpoſe 
the Clergic , awe the Layety, and countenance his proceedings. All which meanes, 
he exhauſted, eicher in his buildings (which were the new Caſtle vpon Tie , the City 
of Carleil, Weftminſter-Hall,and the walles of the Tower of London) or el(c in bis prodi- 
gall gifts ro ſtrangers. Twice he appealed the King of Fraxce with money,and bis Pro- 
fuſion was ſuch,as put him cuermore into extreame wants, | 

This one Ac, ſhew:s both his violence and magnanimiry : As he was one day hun- 
ting , a Meſſenger comes in all haſte our of Normanay , and tells him how the Citty of 
Mans was ſurpriſed by Hely Conte de la Fleſche who by his(wife pretended right ther- 
unto , and was aided by Fougques d' Angiers , the ancient enemy to the Dukes of Nor- 
mandy) and that the Caſtle which held our valiantly for him, was, withour preſenr fuc- 
cour,to be rendered. Heſends backe the Meſſeager inſtantly , wils him to make all 
the ſpeed he could, to fignifie ro his people in the Caſtle,that he would be there wi:h- 
in eight dayes,if Fortune hindred him not, And ſodainely he askes of his people about 
him,which way fans lay,and a Normas being by,ſhewed him: Preſently he turnes his 
Horſe towards that Coaſt, and in great haſte rides on : when ſome aduiled him to ſtay 
for fir prouiſions,and people for his iourney , hee ſayd ; They who loue mee will follow 
me. Andcomming to imbarke at Dartmonth , the Maiſter told him the weather was 
rough,and there wasno paſſing without eminent danger; Twſh, ſayd he,ſer forward, 1 
neuer jet heard of Kmg that was drowned, 7 

By breake of day hearriued at Harfles,ſends for his Captaines,and men of warre to 
attend him all az Afa:3,whither hee came at the day appointed. Conte de la Fleſche,na- 
Uing more right than power , after many skirmiſhes , was taken by a ſtratagem , and 
brought priſoner to Rover; where, tore inraged, then difmaide with his fortune, he ler 
fall theſe words ; That had hee not beene taken witha wile , hee would haue lefc the 
King but little Land on that fide the fea; and were hee againe at libertie , they ſhould 
not ſo cafily rake him. Which being reported; rhe Kigg ſent for him; Ser him at liber- 
tie , gave him a faire Horſe , bad bimgoe his way , and toe his worſt, Which a&t ouer- 
cam? the Comte more then his taking, and a quict end was made betweene chem, That 
he affeQted things of coſt,cuen in the ſmalleſt matters (is ſhewed) in the report of his 
finding fauilt with his ſeruant, which brought him a new paire of hoſe, whereof he de- 
manding the price,was told how they coſt three ſhillings:wherewith being angrie , hee 
asked his ſeruant if that were a fir price of a paire of hoſe fora King , and willed him to 
goe preſently and to buy thoſe of amarke; which being brought him,though they were 
tarce worſe,yet he liked them much better in regard they were ſayd to haue coſt more. 
- example of the Weare of the time, the humor of the Ptince, and the deceipt of the 
cruant, | | 

The Kingrecurnes into England with great iollity , as euer bringing home better 
fortune our of Normandy, then from any his Northerne edoneeaſls his Nobili- 
tie with all Magnificence,in his new Hall, lately finiſhed at Weſtminſter , wherewith 
hefound much fault for being built roo little; ſaying , [t was fitter for a Chamber,then a 
Halifor a Kg of England,and takes a plot for one farre more ſpacious to be added vn- 


New Forreſt alter Terell,a Norman,and his kiniman,ſhooting at a Dcere ( whether 
miſtaking his marke, or not,is yncertaine) ſtrake him to the heart; Ando fell this fierce 
King,in the 43.yeare of his age when he had reigned nigh 1 2.yeares. A Prince, who for 
the firſt ewo yeares of his reigne(whilſt held in, by the graue councell of Lanfranc,and 
his owne feares)barc himſelfe moſt worthily,and had beene abſolute for State; had he 
not after ſoughtro bee abſolute in power,which ( mecting with-an exorbitant will) 
makes boch Prince,and people miſerable, . | | 


The end of the Life,and Reigne,of William the ſecond. 


The 


to it. And inthis gayetie of Scate, when hee had got about all his buſineſſe, betakes | 
him wholly to the pleaſure of peace, and being hunting with his Brother Hemry in the | 
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The Life,and Reigne of Henry the firſt. 


d borne in England (which made much for him) was elected and crowned 
within foure dayes after his Brothers death; it being gwen ovr,thar Ro- 
bert, who ſhould haue ſucceeded William,was choſen King of leruſaulem, 
and not like to giue ouer that Kingdome for this, Wherefore to (ec- 
tle Hemry inthe poſſeſſion of the Crowne, all expedition poſſible was 
vſed,leſt the report of Roberts returning from the Holy warres (being now in Apulia, 
comming home) might be noyſed abroad to ſtagger the State, which ſeemed generally 
willing to accept of Henry. The firſt ations of his gouernement tended all, to baite 
che people, and ſugar their ſubieCtion ( as his predeceſſor) vpon the like interpolition 
had done , but with more moderation and aduiſednefle : this being a Prince berter 
reQified in iudgement,and of a Nature more alayed, both by his ſufferings , hauiag 
ſighed with other men vnder the hand of opprefſion, that raught him patience; aad alſo, 
by hauing ſomewhar ofthe Booke,which got him opinion,aad the Title of Beaxclearbe. 
Firſt, to faſten the Clergy , Hee furniſhes with fit mer: , allthoſe Vacancies which 
his Brother had kept emptie, recals Anſelme home to his Biſhopricke of Canterbury, and 
reſtores them, to all whatſcener priniledges had beene infringed by his Predeceſſor. 
And for che Layetic, Hee wot onely pleaſed them in their releenements , but in their paſ 
fron , by puniſhing the chiefe Miniſters of their exattions , which eucrmore caſes che 
ſpleene of the people, glad rodiſcharge their Princes of the evills done them(knowing 
how they cannot worke without hands ) and lay them on their Officers, who haue the 
aQiue power, where themſclues haue but the paſſive , and commonly turne as they are 
mooued., 
Ralph Biſhop of Durham, chiefe Counſellor to the lare King, a man riſen by ſubtlery, 
of his Tongue(from infimous condition, to the higheſt employments) was commirted 
toa ſtreight and loathſome priſon , being famed to haue pur his Maifter into all theſe 


all ignominic, All diffolute perſons are expelled the Court : the people eaſed of their 


 impoſitions,and reſtored totheir lights in the night, which after the ComerfenB:1l were 


forbidden them vpon great penalty,fince the beginning of xilkam che firit, Many 0- 
ther good orders for the gouernment of the Kingdome are ordained, and befides to 
make him the more popular and beloued , hee matches in che Royall bloud of England, 
taking to wife Mande, daughter of Iargueret,late Quecne of Scots, and Neece ro Ed- 
ward Atheling, deſcended from Edmond Iron fide A Lady that brought wich her the in- 
heritance of goodneſſe ſhe had from a blefled mother, and with much adoe was won 
from her Cloiſter,and her yow to God,to deſcend to the world,and be a wiſe coa King. 

Thus ſtood he entrenched in the State of England, when his brother Robert returning 
from the holy warres, and recciued with great applauſe into his Dutchy of Normandy, 
ſhakes the ground of all this buſineſle : the firſt yeere threatoing , the ſecond , arri- 


 uing With a ſtrong Army at Portſmoxth,to recouer the Crowne,appert:yning vnro him 


by the courſeof ſucceſſion, hauing a mighty partie in Eng/avdof the Norman Nobility; 
who either mooued with Conſcience or their diſcontent ( a fickenefle rifing of ſelfe 
opinion,and ouer expectation) made any light occaſion the motiue of reuolt. The Ar. 
mies on both ſides mecte, and are readie to encounter , When,for auoyding Chehſtian 
bloud , atreaty of peace was moued, and m the end concluded with thele Artirle-: 
I. That ſeeing Henry was borne ſince his father was King of England , which mate hn the 
eldeſt ſon of a Kmg though the laſt of a Duke and now inueſted in the Crowne by the aft of the 
K engdome he ſhould entsy the ſame daring his bife,paying to Robert 3000 markes per annum , 
| 2+ AudRobert ſuruining , to ſucceed him.3. That all, who had taken part withRoberc 
ſhould bae their pardon,and receiue no detriment, | | 

This bufineſſe thus fairely paſſed ouer , Robert of a generous and free Noture, 
[taies and feaſts with his Brother here in England , fromthe beginuing of Augult cill 
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courſes of exaCtion and irregularites,and remaines amongſt the examples of perperu- 


ToRZed EN RT the yongeſt ſonne of willam the firit , being at hand , and | 
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The Life,andreigne,of Henry the firſt, 


Henry claymes | 
the inueſti- 
cures of Bi- 
ſhops. 
Aunſelme op- 
pugnes the 
Kings prero- 
gariue, 

The King 
ſends co the 
Pope. 


II OJ f 
eAnno 
Reg. 4. 
Anſelme fol- 


lowes, 
Vide Append, 


The King and 
Axſelm accor- 
ded. 


The Earle of 
Shewsburies 
combination., 


Michaclmas, and then returnes into Normandy. When Hemy,riddeof this feare, takes 
to a higher ſtraine of Regality , and now ſtands vponhis Prerogariue, for the inueſti- 
tures of Biſhops,and collation of other Ecclefiaſticall eſtates, within his kingdome, 
oppugned by Anſelme , who refuſed to conſecra-e ſuch as he preferred, alledging it to 
be a violation of the ſacred Rites and Geremonies of the Church, lately decreed con- 
cerningthis buſineſſe : in ſo much as the King diſpatches an Ambaſſagero Pope Paſ- 
chal,wich declaration of the right hee had to ſuch inueſtitures, from his Predeceſſours, 
the Kings of Evgland, who cuermore conferred the ſame wichout interruption,till now 
of late. 

Anſelme followes after theſe Ambaſſadours,gces likewiſe to Rome , to make good 
the oppoſition, The King baniſhes him the Kingdome , andtakes into his hands his 
Biſhopricke. The Pope ſtands ftifly to the power aſſumed by the Church , bur in the 
end , ſeeing the King faſt,firong,and lay too farre off out of his way to bee conſtrained 
(and having much to doe at that time with the Emperour,and other Princes , about the 
ſame buſineſle ) takes the way of perſwaſion to draw him to his will , folliciting him 
with kind Letters, full of proteſtations,to further any defignes of his that mighr con 
cerne his State,if he would defiſt from this proceeding, 

The King prelt with ſome other occaſions, that held him in,and hauing purpoſes of 
chat Nature,as by forbearance of the Church,might be the bettereffeed, conſents to 
fatisficthe Popes will : and becomes an example to other Princes, of yeelding in this 
cale, Anſelme is re-called;afrer a ycares baniſbment, and the Ambaſladours returne 
with large remunerations, h | 

Whileſt theſe things were managing at Rowe , there burſt out herea flame, which 
conſumed the parties that raiſed it;and brought the King more eafily to his ends, then 
otherwiſe he could euer haue expeCted;' Robert de Beleſme,Earle of Shrewsbxry, Conne to 
Roger de Mongomerie(a very fierce youth) preſuming of his great eſtate, and his friends, 
forifies his Caſtles of Shrewsbarie, Bridgenorth, Tickhill,and Arundel! ; with ſome other 
peeces in ales belonging to him; and cotnbines withthe Welch, to oppoſe againſt 
the preſent State (out of a defire to ſer allin combuſtion, for his owne ends, that were 
altogether vncertaine) which pur the King to much trauell and charge : but within 
thirty dayes,by employing great forces, and terrors mixt with promiſes, hee ſcattered 
his complices,and rookeall his Caſtles ; except that of Arwndelt, which rendred vpon 
condition, that the Maifter might bee permitted to retire ſafe into Normandy ; which 
the King eaſily granted, ſeeing now hee was but the body of a filly naked Creature, 
that had loſt both Feathers and wings, And it made well for the King , his going thi- | 
ther, For, fromthe loſing of his owne eſtate in Engiard, and thereby aduancing the 
Kings reuenues,hee goes to loſe Normandy alſo, and brings it tothis Crowne. For, as 
ſoone as he came thither , hee faſtens amity with one of like condition and fortunes as 
bimſclf(an exiled man,)whoſe inſolency had likewiſe ftript him our of all his eſtate in 
England,und much waſted thetin Normandy , which was William Earle of Mortaione, 
ſonne to Rebert,halfe Brother to King wilkan the firſt, Who being alſo Earle of Corne- 
wal,made ſute likewiſe, to haue that of Keyt : which his Vncle Odey lately beld;bur be- 
ing denied it, and alſo cujied by Law , of certaine other parcels of Land, which hee 
claimed,retires with great mdignation into Normandy , Where not only he aſſaults the 
Kings Caſtles,bur alſo yſurpes vpon the State of Richard,the young Eatle of Chefter,then 
the Kings Ward, Theſe two Earles combine themſclues , and with their Adherents 
committed many outragious actions, to the great ſpoile and diſpleaſure of che Coun- 
trey, whereof, though they complained to Duke Robert, they found little remedy, For, 
he beingnow growne poore by his out-lauiſhing humour, began it ſeemes,to bee little 
reſpeCted : orelſe falne from aCtion,and thoſe greatneſſes his expeCtarion had ſhewed. 
him, was(as commonly great mindes daſht will i]l fortunes are ) falne likewiſe m ſpirit, 
and giuen ouer to his eaſe, Wherupon the people of Normandy make their exclama- 
tions tothe King of Erg/and, who ſends for his Brother Robert , Reprehends him for the 
ſuſferance of theſe diſorders ; aduiſes him to att the part of a Prince , andnot a Monke : | 
and in concluſion , whether by detention of his penſion , or drawing him, being of a 
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facile Nature, to ſome aof releaſing it: ſends him home ſo much diſcontented, as he 
ioynes With theſe murinous Earles, and by their inſtigarion, was ſetinto that flame, as 
he raiſed all his vtmoſt forces to be reuenged on his brother, 

The King, touched in Conſcience wich the towlenefle of a fraternall war (which the 
world would take,he being tae mightier, tro proceed out of his defignes) ſtood doubt- 
full whar ro doe,when Pope Paſchall,by Is Letters written with that eloquence (ſaith 
Malmesbary) wherein hee was quicke,perſwaded him , That herein hee ſhould not make 
4 cinill Warre , but doe a Noble and memorable benefit unto his Comntrey: Whereby 
(paide tor remitting the Inueſtitures) hee held him(elte countenanced 11 this buſineſſes 
whereon , now he ſets with more alacrity and reſolution. And after many diffcukies, 
and loflc of divers worthy men,in a mighty battaile, neere the Caſtle of Texechbray,his 


| enernies with much adoe, were all d-feared, Whereby England won Normandy, and on 


the ſame day, by Computation (wherein forty yeares betore ) Normandy ouer-came 
England;ſuch are the turnings in the affaires of men. 
And here Robert,who ſtood in a faire poſſibility of two Crownes, came to bee de- 


life(ſuruiuing after he loſt himſelfe 26.yeares) whereof the moſt part he ſaw nortghaving 
his eyes put out , Whereby he was oncly left to his thoughts,a puniſhment barbarouſly 
inflictedon him,for attempting an eſcape. 

He was aPrince,that gaue out to the world, very few notes of his il} , but many of 
his Nobleneſle and valour, eſpecially in his great voyage , wherein hee had theſecond 
command , and was ineleRion to haue beene the firſt preferred to the Crowne of [e- 
roſalem , and miſſed it hardly, Onely the diſobedience in his youth ſhewed to his Fa- 
ther(which yet might proceed from a rough hand borne outer him, and the animation 
of others,rathcr then bis owne Nature )ſers aſtaine vpon him and then, his profuſion 
(which ſome would haue liberalicy ) ſhewed his impotency, and put him into thoſe 
courſes that ouerthrew him, AJl the Reucnues of his Dutchy, which ſhould ſerue for 
his maintenance, hee fold or engaged, and was ypon paſſing the Citty of Roar vnto the 
Cittizens , which made him held vnfit for the gouernment , and gaue occaſion to his 


' Normandy. 


riucd of his Dutchy and all hee had, brought priſoner into Exgland, and committed to 


' 


the Caſtle of Cardiffe, Where,to addeto his miſery,hee had the misfortune of a long. 


I 


Brother to quarrell with him. 

And thus came Henry freed from this feate , an abſolute Duke of Normanaj:had 
many yeares of quiet , gathered great Treaſure,& encertained good intelligence with 
the Neighbour Princes. Scotland, by his Match, and doing their Princes good, he held 
from doing him hurt; clearing them from vſurparions, Wales,though ynder his Title, 


yer not ſubicAtion,gaue him ſore exerciſe of aEtion; which he ordered with great wiſe- | 


dome, Firft he planted within the body of that Countrey,a Colony of Flemings, who 
at that time much peſtred this Kingdome : being admitted heere in the reigne of King 
william the firſt marrying their Country-woman,and vfing their helpe in the aCtion of 
Exgland;where they dayly encreaſed, in ſuch ſort, as gaue great diſpleaſure to the peo- 
ple. By this meanes, both that grieuance was caſed , andthe vſe of them made pro- 
fitable to the State : for being ſo great anumber,anda ſtrong people,they made roome 
for themſclues,and held it in that ſort,as they kept the Welch, all about them, in very 
good awe, Beſides, the King tooke for hoſtages the chiefe mens ſonnes of the Coun- 
try,and hereby quietedit, For France he ſtood ſecure,ſolong as Philip the firſt liued: 
who,wholly given ouer to his eaſe and luxury, was not for other attempts , out of that 
courſe : but his ſfonne he was to looke vnto,whenſoeuer he cameto that Crowne, 
With the Earle of Flanders he had ſome debate, bur it was onely in words, and vpon 
this occaſion, King FWilliamthe firlt, in retribution of the good his father in law, Ba/- 
dogin the fift had done , by ayding him in the aftion of England,gaue him yearely three 
hundred markes, and likewiſe continued it to his ſonne after him. Now , Robert Earle 
of Flanders, of a collatcrallline , returning empty from the Holy warres,, and finding 
this ſumme paide out of Exglarnd to his Predeceſſors, demaunds the fame of King 
Henry , 2s his due ; who not eafie topart with money, ſends him word ; That it was 
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| djaror ofthe accord betweene the Pope and him: to the great diſpleaſure of the King 


temporary , and accordivg to deſert, Which anſwere ſo much diſpleaſed the Earle, 
that though himſelfe liued not to ſhew his batred, yet his Sonne did , and ayded after- 
ward Wilham , the ſon of Robert Curtoys,in his attempts,for recouery of the Dutchy of 
Normandy ,againſt King Henry. | 

Thus ſtood this King in the firſt part of his reigne : in the other, hee had more to 
doe abroad then at bome , where hee had by his excellent wiſdome ſo ſerled the g0- 
vernment, as it held a ſteady courſe without interruption, all his time, Bur now 
Lewis te Groſſe ſucceeding his father Philip the firlt , gauc him warning to looke to his 
State of Normandy : and for that he would not attend a quarrell, he makes one; taking 
occaſion about the Citty of Geſors, ſcituare on theRiuer Epre,in the confines of Nor- 
mandy , whillt Lowys wastrauailed with a ſtubborne Nobility , prefuming vpon their 
Franchiſes, within thcir owne Signories; whereof there were many, at thar time about 
Paris as the Conrtes of Crecy,Piſſanx, Dammartini,Champaigne, and others, who by ex- 
ample, and emulation , would bee abſolute Lords, without awe of a Maiſter, putting 
themſelues vader the protection of Hemry;who being neere to aſſiſt them, foftred thote 
humors , which in ficke bodies moſt ſhewrhemfelues, Bur after Lowys, by yeeres ga- 
chering ſtrength, diflolued that compact, and made his meanes the more, by their con- 
fiſcations. 

Now to entertaine theſe two great Princes in worke , the quarrel] betweene the 
Pope and the Emperour, miniftred freſh occation, The Emperor Henry the fift , ha- 
uing(by the Popes inſtigarion) banded againſt his Father, Henry the fourth who afſo- 
ciated him in the Empire,and held him priſoner in that diſtreſle,as hce died;toucht af- 
terwards with remorſe of this a&t,and reproach of rhe State, for abandoning the rights 
of the Empire, leauies ſixty thouſand foote , and thirty thouſand horſe, for /raly;cons 
fraines the Pope and his Celledge to acknowledge the right of the Empire in that 
forme as Les the fourth had done to Otho the ſecond, and before'that, Adrian to 
Charkemaigne, according to the Decree of the Councell of Rome | and made him 
take his Oath of fidelity berweene hs hands, as to the true and lawfull Empe- 
rour, The Pope, ſo ſoone-as Henry was depatted home, aſſembles a Councell, 
nullifies this acknowledgement,as done by force, and ſhortly after deceaſed, The Em- 
perour,to make himſelfe the ſtronger againſt his ſucceſſors, enters into alliance with 
the King of England, takes to wife his daughter Maxde , being bur five yeares of age. 
After this,Ca/ixte ſon of the Conte de Burgogne,comming to be Pope,and being French 
(vnto their great applauſe ) afſembles.a Councell at Remes; where , by Ecclefiaſticall 
ſentence, Henry the fitt is dechred encmy. of the Church,and degraded of his Emperiall 
Dignity. TheKing otEngland,feeing this Councell was held in France, and compo- 
ſed chiefely-of the Gallicane Church deſirous to ouer-maiſter Lowys , incenſes his fonne 
in law the Emperour ( fiung with this diſgrace) to ſer ypon him (as the Popes chiete 
pillar)on one (ide, and he would affaile him on the other, The Emperour eafily wrought 
ro ſuch a buſinefle, prepares all his beſt forces : the King of England doth the like. The 
King of Fraxce ſecing this ftorme comming ſo impetuoully vpon him, wrought 
ſo with the Princes of Germany , as they,weighing the future miſchiefe of a warre yn- 
dertaken in a heate,with the importance of a kind Neighbourhood , aduiſe the Empe- 
rour not to enter thereintogtill hee had fignifyed tothe King of France,the cauſes of his 
diſcontent, Whereupon an Embaſlage is diſpatched : The King of France apſweres, 
That hee griened much to ſee the two greateſt Pillars of the Church , thus ſhaken with theſe 

diſſentions , whereby might bee feared , the whole frame wonld be ruined : that hee was friend 
to them both , and would gladly bee an inter-dealer for concord , rather then to carry wood to 
a fire too fierce alreaiy which be deſired to extinguiſh, for the good and quiet of Chriſtendome, 
This Embaſlage wrought ſo, as ic diſarmed the Emperour , glad to haue Lovys a me- 


of England, who expected greater matters to haue riſen by this bufineſſe, The accord 


is concluded at Formes, tothe Popes aduantage , to whom the Emperor yeelds vp the 
right of inueſtitures of Biſhops and other Benefices. Bur this was onely to appeaſe, 
not cure the malady, 
| The 
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his chiefe friend and Counſellor, a man of great imployment , fell from him , conſpired 


The Life, and Reigne, of Henry the firſt, 


The King of England diſappointed thus of the Empercurs afſiſtance, proceedes not- 

wichitanding in his intentions againſt Loxys. And feeing he failed of outward forces, 
he ſets vp a party in his Kingdome, to confront him : aiding Theobald, Cante de Chan- 
paigze,with ſo great power, as he flood ro doe him much diſpleaſure: befides,hce ob- 
tained a [{trong de in that Kingdome, by his alliances 2 for Stephen Earle of Bloys, had 
married his fitter Adela,tco whom this Theobald was brother, and had won Fextke, Earle 
of Anion (an important neighbour, and ever anenemy to Normandy ) to bee his, by 
matching his ſonune William to his daughter, 

Loxys on the other fide,failes not to practiſe all meanrs to vnder-worke Henries c- 
{tate in Normandy., and combines with z/illiam Earle of Flanders , for the reltoring of 
william , the ſon of Rebert Curtoys, to whom the {ame appertained by right of inheri- 
tance: and had the fairer ſhew of his aCtions, by taking hold on the fide of Tultice., 

Great and many were the conflicts berweene theſe rwo Princes , with the expence 
of mich bloud and charge. But in the end, beeing both tyred,a peace was concluded, 
by the mediation ofthe Earle of Aniouw, And Wilam,tonro King Henry, did homoe 
to Lowys for the Duchy of Normandy : And ill:am, the fon of Robert Curtoys, i; left to 
himſelfe, and defiſts from his claime, 

Vpon the fairecloze of all cheſe troubles, there followed preſently an accident,vchich 
ſeaſoned it with that ſowerneſle of griete,as oucrcame all the joy cf the ſucceſſe.174- 
liam the young Prince, the onely hope of all the Norman racc, at {eueritcene yeares of 
age, returning into England, ina ſhip by himlelfe,accompanied with Richard his baſe 
brother, Zary Counteſle of Perch, their hiter; R ichard Earle of C h:ſter , With his wife, 
the Kings Neece, and many other perſonages of honour , and their a:cendants, to the 
number of 149, beſides 50. Marriners,ſetting out from Barkfleet, were all caft away 
ar ſea,onely a Butcher eſcaped. The Prince had recouered a Cock-boat,and in poſhbili= 
ty rohauc bene ſaucd, had nor the compaſſion of his flers cryes, drawne him backs to 
the finking ſhip to take her in,and periſh with his company, 

- Which ſuddenclap of Gods iudgement,commung in a calme of glory,when all theſe 
buſtlings ſeemed paſt ouer,might make a conſcience ſhrink with terror, to ſee oppreſ- 
fion and ſupplantation repayd with the extinction of that, for which ſo much had bene 
wrought, and the line Maſculine of Normandy expired in the third inheritor ( as if to 
begin the fate,layd on all the future ſucceſſion hitherunto; wherein the third heire 
in aright deſcent,{cldome or neuer enioyed the Crowne of England, but that either by 
vſurpation or extinRion of the male bloud,it recciued an alccration :) which may reach) 
Princes to obſerue the waycs of rightcouſncſle , and let men alone with their rj ohts, 
and God wich his proutdence; 

After this heauy diſaſter , this King is ſaid neuter to haue bin ſeene toJaugh, though 

within fiue moneths after, in hope to reſtore his iſſue,he married Adalicia, a beaurifall 

young Lady,daughter to the Duke of Lovaine, and of the houſe of Loraive, butncuer 

had child by her,nor long reft from his troubles abroad, For this rent at home, crackt 

all che chayne ofhis courſes in Fraxce. Normandy it ſelfe became wauering , and many 

adhered to Wilham the Nephew : his great confederates are moſt regayned ro the Kin 0 

of France : Foulke,Earle of Anion quarrels for his daughters Dowet : Robert de Aellent, 
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with Zgh Earle of 2onfort,and wrought him great trouble, 
But ſuch was his diligence and working ſpirit, that hee ſoone made whole all thoſe 


fo important a neighbour,as we may ſee, by matching a Prinee of 'Exgland there , the 
King faſtens ypon it with another alliance, and deſcends to marry his daughter ( and 

now onely child, which had beene witeto an Emperour, anddefired by the Princes of 
Lombarby and Loraine) to the now Earle Geffery Plantagenet,the ſon of Foxlke. 

The King of France to fortific his oppolition, entertaines William the Nephew, 

where nowall thedanger lay : and aides himin perſon , with great power to obtaine 
the Earledome of Flanders, whercunto he had a faire Title, by the defaillance of iflue 

in the late Earle Baldoxir, {laine ina battell in France againſt King Henry. But Pillian, 


ruptures againe, The two Earles himlelfe ſurprizes;and Aion, death: which bceing | * 
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was depriued,and {laine in battaile; and in him all of Robert Cyrtoys perifhed. 


as if heire alſo of his fathers fortunes, admitted tothe Earledome, miſcarried inthe rule, 


And now the whole care of King Herry , was the ſetling of the ſucceſſion vpon 
Mande ( of whom he lined to ſee two ſonnes borne ) for whick he conuokes a Parlia- 
ment in England, wherein an oathis miniſtred to the Lords of this Land , to bee true 
to her and her heires,and acknowledge them as the right inhericor of the Crowne, This 
oath was firſt taken by Daxid, King of Scors, vncle to Maxde, and by Stephen , Earle of 
Bollogne and Mortaine,Nephew to the King, on whom he had beſtowed great poſ-{-i- 
ons in England, and aduanced his brother to the Biſhoprick of Wincheſter. And ro wake 
all more ER, this oath was afterward miniſtred againe at Northampton in another Par- 
lament. | 

So that now all ſeemes ſafe and quiet,but his owne fleepes, which are ſaide co haue 
beene very tumultuous, and full of affrightments, wherein hee would often riſe , take 
his ſword, and be in a, as if hee defended himſelfe againſt affaults of his perſon; which 
{hcwed,all was not well wichin, 

His gouernment in peace , Was ſuch as rankes him inthe liſt amongſt our Kings of 
the faireſt marke: holding the Kingdome fo well ordered,as during all his reigne,which 
was long, he had cuer the leaſt todoe at home. Ar the firſt , the comperition with his 
brother,after,the care to eſtabliſh his ſucceſſion , held him ia , to ob(crue all che beſt 
courſes , that might make for the good and quier of the State; hauing an eſpeciall re- 
garde to the due adminiſtration of Iuſtice , thar no corruption or oppreſſion might 
diſeaſe his people, whereby things were carried with that euenneſſe , berweene the 
Great men and the Commons, as gaue all, ſatisfaRion. Hee made diuers progrefles, 
into remote parts of che Land,to foe how the State was ordred. And for that purpoſe, 
whenſoeucr he was in England, he kept no certaine refidence, but folemnized the great 
_ in ſeruerall,and farre diſtant places of the Kingdome, thatall might partake of 

im, 

And for that he would not wreſt any thing by an Imperiall power from the King- 
dome (which mightbreed ylcers of dangetous nature) hee tooke a courſe ro obraine 
their free conſents to ſerue his occaſions , in their generall aſſemblics of the three E- 
ſtates of the Land, which he firſt conuoked at Sulibury, Ammo Reg. 15. and which had 
from his time the name of Parliament, according to the manner cf Normandy ,and other 
States,where P:inces keepe within their circles tothe good of their people, their owne 
glory,and ſecuriry of their poſterity. 

He was a Prince that liucd formally himſclfe, and repreficd thoſe exceſſes in his ſub= 
ies which thoſe times entertained,as the wearing of long haire, which though it were 
a gayetic of no charge (like thoſe ſumpruous braueries, that waſte Kingdomes in 
peace) yet for the yndecency thereof, hee reformed it, and all other diffoluteneſſe. His 
oreat buſineſſes, and his wants taught him frugality , and warinefle of expence; and 
his warres being ſeldome inuafiue, and fonot getting,put him often to vic hard cour- 
ſes for bis ſuppliments of treaſure, Towards the marriage ofhis daughter with che Em. 
perovr,and che charge of his warre, hee obtained ( as it might ſeeme at his firſt Parlia« 
ment at Sals5bary) Anno Reg.15. three ſhillings vponeuery hide-land, bur hee had no 
morein all hi reigne, except one ſupply for his warres afterward in France. Hee kept 
Biſhoprickes and Abbeyes voyde in 94 hands ; as that of Carterbmry , five yeares ro- 
gether. By anaQt of Parliament at Londew, Anno Reg. 30.hee had permiſſionto puniſh 
marriage,and incontinency of Prieſts, whom (for fines notwithſtanding) he.ſuffered ro 
enioy their wiues: but heereby hee diſpleaſed the Clergy, and diſappointed that refor- 
mation. 

Puniſhments which were mutilation of member , hee made pecuniary. And by. | 
reaſon of his often and long becing in Normandy,thole prouiſions for his houſe , which 
were yſcd to be paide inkinde, were rated at certaine prizes and receiued in money, 
by the conſent of the State , and to the great content of the ſubie&t ; who by reaſon 
that many dwelling farre off throughout all ſhires of Evgland, were much moleſted 
with ſatisfying the ſame otherwiſe, He reſumed theliberties of hunting in his — 

| which 


The Life and retone, of Henry the firſt. 


| in Normandy, Whither in the 32 ycere of his reigne, he makes his laſt yoyage to die 


which tooke vp much faire ground of the Kingdome ; and beſides renuin og former pe- 
nalties, made an Edi&t,T hat if avy man in his owne prinate woods filled the Kings Decre, he 
ſhould forfeit his woods ts the King, But he permitted them incloſures for Parkes, which 
vnder him ſcemes to haue had their original', by the example of that of his ar #/00d- 
fockete multitude whereof grew to be afterward a diſeaſe in the Kingdome. 

His expences were chiefly in his warres, and his many and great fortifications in 
Normandy. His buildings were the Abbey of Reading, the Mannor of Woodſtorke, and 
the great incloſure of that Parke, wit « «cone wall ſcuen miles about, 

The moſt eminent men of his Councell were, Roger Biſhop of Sarum, and the Earle 
of Mellent , both men of greatexpericnce in the aftajres of the world. Roger was euer 
as Viceroy, hadthe whole management of the Kingdome in his abſence, which way 
ſometimes taree,and foure yearer together, Hee had managed the Kings money and 
other affaires of his houſe, when he was a poore Prince, and apriuate man; whereby 
he gained aneſpeciall truſt with him.euer after , and diſcharged his part with great po 
licy and vnderſtanding ; had rhe title of /#/?iciarins totins Anghie, Of whoſe magnihi- 
cence and ſpacious minde,wee haue more memorials left in notes of ſtone, then of any 
one Man, Prince, or other of this Kingdome. The ruines yet remiining of his ſtately 
ſtruCtures, eſpecially that of the Deziſes in Wiltſhire, ſhewes vs the carkaſſe of a moſt 
Roman-like Fabricke, Beſides, hee built the Caſtles of Matrzsbery and Shirburne , two 
ftirong and ſumptuous peeces : new wallcd and repaired the Caſtle of Salrsbary, and all 
theſe he liued to ſee rent from him, and ſeaſcd into the next Kings hands , as beeing 
things done out of his part, and lic now deformed heapes of rubble. Befides,he walled 
old Salisbary,and repaired the Church there, 

Robert Earle of Mellent,was the ſon of Roger Beatmont;who of all the great men which 
followed Williars the fit{t in his ciuill wartes of Normandy, refuſed to attend him in his 
expedition for Erglayd, though with large promiſes inuiced thereunto, ſaying , The 
mberitance left him by his predeceſſors was ſufficient to maintaine his eſtate at home;and he de- 
fired not to thruſt himſelfe into other mens poſſeſſions abroad, But his Son Koberc was of ano- 
ther minde, arid had a mighty eſtate both in England and Nort#andy, Was 2 man of 
great direCtion in Counſell ; andeuer yſed in all the weighty aftaires of the State; His 
frugality, both in apparell and dict,was of ſuch exarfple, being a man ofeminent note, 
as did much good to the Kingdome in thoſe dayes. But in the end hee fell into diſgrace, 
( = fare of Court , and eminency )) oppoſed againlt the King, and dyed bereft of his 
eltatcy : 

Beſides theſe,this King was ſerued with a porent and martiall Nobility , whom his 
ſpiritled to afte& thoſe great deſignes of his in France, for the preſeruation of his Rate 


there, and in his paſſage thither , happened an exceeding great Eclips of the Sunae, 
which was taken to fore-fignifte his death; for that ir followed ſhortly after in the thirty 
five yeare of his reigne, 

He was of a gracefull perſonage,quicke-eyed,browne haire (adifferent complexion 
from his brothers) and of a cloſe compacted temperament,wherein dwelt a minde of a 
more ſolide conſtitution, with better ordered affeRions. Hee had, in his youth , ſome 
taſte of learning ; but onely , as ifto ſet his ſtomacke, not to ouer-charge it therewith, 
But this put many of his ſubicRs into the faſhion of the booke , and divers learned men 
flouriſhed in his time, SY 

He had by awd his wife the daguhter of 1alcelin the third, King of Scorland,none 
other children but Maxde and jy/ill:am, of whom any certaine mention is made : buthce 
is {aid to haue had of children illegitimate ſeuen ſonnes,and as many daughters, which 
ſhewes vs his incontinencie : two of which ſonnes of moſt eſpeciall note , Robert and 
Raynold were Earles,the one of Gleceſter ( a great Champion and defender of his fiſter 
Maxde the Empreſle ) the other Earle of Cornwall, and Baron of Caſtle-combe. His 
daughbters were all married to Princes and Noble men of France and Evgland, from 
whom deſcended many worthy Families,as diuers Writers report. 
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The Life, and Reigne, of King Stephen. 


HE Line Maſcslie of the Norman extinCt, and onely a daughter left, 

q and ſhee married a French-mav, Stephen Earle of Bologne and Mortagne, 

FX ſonne of Stephen Earle of Blois, and of Adela daughter to willam the 

dP firſt, was (notwithſtanding the former oath raken for Maxd) eleRed by 

$2 wt, the State and inueſted in the Crowne of Exgland, within thirty dayes 

afrer the death of Herry, Vpon what reaſons of Counſell, we mult gather out of the 
circumſtances of rhe courſes heldin that time. 

Some imagine, The State refuſed Maude , for not being then the cuſtome of any ether 
Kiegdome Chriſtian (whoſe Kings are annoynted) to admit women to inherit the Crowne, and 
therefore they might oretend to be freed fromtheir oath, as being volawfull. Buc Ro- 
ger, Biſhop of Salisburie, one of the principall men then in counſel , yeelded another 


reaſon forthe diſcharge of thisoath, which was, That ſeeing the late King had married 


his daughter ont of the Realme, and without the conſent thereef,they might lawfully refuſe her, 
And fo was Stephen,hauing no title atall, but as one of the bloud , by mecre ele&ion, 
aduanced to the Crowne. For if he ſhouldclaime any right inthe Succeſſion, as being 
the ſonne of Adela, then muſt Theobald, Earle of Blois , his elder brother , hauc beene 
preferred before him : and Hewy Fitz Empreſſe (if they refuſed the Mother) was nee- 
rer in bloudco the right Stem, then either. Bur they had other reaſons that ruled char 
time. Stephen wes a man, and of great poſſeſtions, both in England a»d France , had one 
brother. Earle of Blois, a Prince of great eſtate : another , Biſhop of Wincheſter ( the Popes 
Legat in England, of power emiment) was popular for his affabilitie, goodly perſonage , and a- 
Fmeneſſe : and therefore acceptable to the Nobility , who, atthat time , were altoge- 
ther guided by the Clergie; and they (by the working of the Biſhop of zywcheſter, indu- 
ced to make choice of him) hauing an opinion , that by preferring one , whoſe Title 
was leaſt, would make his obligationthe more to them : and ſo, they might itand ber » 
ter(ſecured of their liberties) rhen vnder ſucha one, as might preſume of an here- 
ditary ſucceſſion. And to be the more ſure thereof, before his admittance ro the Crowne 
he takes a priuate oath before the Biſhop of Canterburie, to confirme the ancient hber- 
ties of the Church; and had his brother to vadertake, berwixt God and him,for the per- 
formance thereof. 

Bur beingnow in the poſleſſion of the kingdome, and all the treaſure his Vncle had 
in many yeeres gathered , which amounted to one hundred thouſand pounds of exquiſite 
filuer, beſides plate and iewels, of ingftimsable value : after the funerals performed ar Rea- 
ding, hee aflembles a Parliament at Oxford, wherein , hee reſtored ts the Clergie, all 
their former liberties, and freed the Laity from their tributes, exattions, or whatſocuer grie- 
wances oppreſt them, confirming the ſame by his Charter, which faithfully co obſc cue, he 
tooke a publique oath before all the Afſembly : where , likewiſe the Biſhops ſwore 
fealty vato him , but with this condition; So lowg as hee obſerned the Tenonr of this 
Char ter. 

And now as one that was to make goodthe hold hee had gotten, with power , 
and his ſword, prepares for all aſſaults, which he was ſure ro haue come ypon him. And 
firſt grants licence, to all that would, zo 6wild Caſtles vpor their owne Lands , thereby to 
fortifie the Realme , and breake the force of any ouer-running inuafion , that ſhould 
maſter the ficld : Which in ſerled times might be of good effe&, but in aſcaſon of di- 
ſtraQion, and part-taking,very dangerous, And being ro ſubfilt by friends, he makes 
all he could ; Creates new Lords, gines to many great poſſeſcions , and haxing a full purſe 
ſpares for no coſt to buy lone, and fidclitie : a purchaſe very yncertaine when there may be 
other conueyances made of more ſtrength to carry it, 

Two wayes hee was tolooke for blowes: from Scotland on one fide, and France on 
the other : Scotland wanted no ioſtigations : Dail their King, mooued both by Nature 
and his oath to his Neece, turnes head ypon him : Stephen was preſently there, with 

the 
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the ſhewof aſtrong Army,and appeaſed him with the reſtitution of Cumberland , and 
his ſonne Henry, Prince of Scotland, with the Earledome of Huntingdon: which , with 
that of Northamberlayi ( as Scottiſh writers ſay) was to deſcend vnto him by the 
riohr of his Mother Maxde , who was dau ohter to Waltheof Earle of Huntingdon, and 
of Iadith Neece to William che firlt , by whoſe gift he had that Earledome , and was 
the ſonne of Syward Earle of Northumberland. And for this the Prince of Scotland, 
tooke his Oath of fealty to King Stephen which the fathet refuſed ro doe,as hauing firſt 
{worne to Maude the Empreſſe. Though otherwiſe hee might bee indifferent, in reſpe& 
that Srephen had married likewiſe his Neece , which was Aande daughter to the Earle 
of Bologne, and of Aary Siſter to this King Danid, who by this meane was Vncle both 
to Mande the Queene, and Mande the Empredie, | 

The King , returning from this voyage, found ſome defeRtion of his Nobilitie , 
' which preſently pur him into another action , that entertayned him ſometime : After 
which, hee falls dangerouſly ficke, in ſo much as hee was noyſed to bee dead, by 
which ſickenefle , hee loſt more then his health :; For his friends , pur in danger 
thereby, caſt to ſecke another particto- beare them vp : it wakened Anion, and ers 
him on to ſurprize certaine peeces in Normandie, to prepare for the recouerie of his 
Wiues right, and made all rhis Kingdome wauer, Thus was his firſt yeere ſpent , 
which ſhewed how the reſt of eightcene would prooue, wherein wee are to haueno 
other repreſentations, But of rewolts. beſeeging of Caſtles, ſurprizings, reconerings, loſngs 


all times of like diſpoſition : and therefore herein wee may the better. forbeare the 
rehearſall of many particulars, being all vader one head of aRion., . and like 
Nature, 
The King, hauing recouered, would make the world kndw hee ws alitte, and pre- 
ſently paſſes with forces into Nermandie , oucrcame the Earle of Anion in batraile:' 
afrer makes peace with him; and ypon renouncing of the claims of Xfarde, corenants 
to giue them 5000 mabkes per annum:he entertaines amitie with King Lowys the ſeuench, 
and cauſes his ſonne Eitftate to doe him howage for the Durchy of. Normandie,where- 
| in he was inueſted : beſides, to content his elder brother Theobald, Earle of Bleis, hee 


whilſt hee was-held bufie in worke, Robert Earle of Gloceſter', baſe ſonne to Henry the 
firſt, a man of high ſpirit, grear dire&ion,and indefatigable indultry (an eſpeciallaQtor 
that performed the greateſt part,in theſe times , for bis ſiſter 2faud) had ſurprized the 
Caftle of Briffow , and procured confederates to make good other peeces abroade in 
diuers patts : as t/illiams Tatbot the Caſtle of Hereford; Paynel rhe Caftle of Ludlow; Lo- 
well chat of Cary, Moone the Caſtle of Dwnffor : Robert de Nichol,that of Warham, Enſtace 
Fitz, lohn that of Walton, and William Fitz, Allan the Caſtle of Shrewsbury. 

Stephen leaues the proſecution of the Seortiſh warres to Thurſtan Archbiſhop of 


Walter Earle of Albemarle , Williams Penterell of Notingham ;- Walier and. Gilbert Lacies:. 


agame, with great ſpoyles, anddeſtruttion, in briete, a molt miſerable tace of a diſtracted 
State, tharcan yecld vs no other notes of inſtrution, but ſuch as are generall in. | 


gives him @ penſion of 2000. marker, and ſo returnes againe into England , to a warre | 
avainſt Scotland, which, in the meane time, made incurſions on this Kingdome ; Where | 


Yorke, whom hee made his Lieutenant , and faraiſhed with many valiant Leaders, as | 


:Timſelfe brauely attended , bends: all his power to repreſſe the conſpirators , which 

- | heedidinone expedition; recouers all the'Caftles (by reaſon of their diſtance , nor- 
+ | able to ſuccour one another ) and draue the Earle of Gloceſter home to his filter into | 
Anion, . HER 

Nolefſe ſucceſſe had his forces in the North; againſt the Score, whom in 4 great bat-. 
raile rhey diſcomfeited and pur to flights Which great fortunes meeting together 
in one yeere , brought foorth occaſion of bad, in that following : for now preſuming 
more of himſelfe,he feli ypon thoſe rockes that rent all his grearneſſe. He'calls a Coun- 
cell at Oxford, where occaſion was giuen to put him'out with the Clergie , that had 
onely ſer Himinto the State, The Biſhops ypomthe permiſſion of buildiog Caſtles, ſo 
out-went- the Lords in magnificence , irengrh ', and number of their ereCtions 5 
and eſpecially rhe Biſhop of Salisbwrie , that their greatneſſe was' much maligned | 
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The Life, and reigne , of King Stephen. 


Anno 


The King 


Treaſure. 


brother. 


The Kings 
Reply. 


1140. 
Reg. 5. 


| by them,purting the King in head , that all theſe great Caſtles, eſpecially of Salrsburie, | | 
the Yres, Shyrburne, Matmesbury, and Newarks , were onely to entertaine the parcie of | 
Mand: : whereupon the King , whoſe feares were aprto take fire, ſends for the Biſhop | # 
of Salibury (molt ſuſpeRted) ro Oxford, The Biſhop, as it foreſeeing the miſchiefe com- 
ming to him, would gladly hauepur off this journey, and excuſed it by the debilitic of 
his age, but it would not {erue his turne : thicher he comes, where his ſeruants , about 
the taking vp of lodgings, quarrtell with the ſeruants of the Earle of Brittaine , and 
from words fall to blowes, ſo thac in the bickering , one of them was {laine, and the | 7 
Nephew of the Earle dangerouſly wounded. Whereupon the King ſends for the | © 
Biſhop, to ſatisfic his Court, for the breach of peace, made by his ſeruants : The fariſ- 
fattionrequired,was the yeelding wp the keyes of his Caſiles,as pledges of bus fealtie;but that 
being Rood vpon, the Biſhop, with his Nephew, Alexander Biſhop of Lincolne, were re- 


ſeizes vpon. 
the Biſhops 
Caſtles,and 


The Popes 
Legat a Bi- 
ſhep, takes 
part with Bi- 
ſhops againſt 
the King his 


Malmesburie, 


| of his atte, and vndergoe a Canonicall indgement : that hee ought in duety to fauour the 


frayned of their liberrie, and ſhortly after ſent as priſoners to the Caſtle of the Deniſes, 
whither (the Biſhop of Eley, another of his Nephewes)had retired himſelfe before, The 
King ſeizes into his hands his Caſtles of Salisbury Shyrburne, Malmesbury and after three 
daics afſaulr, rhe Dexiſes was likewiſe rendred; beſides, he cooke all his Treafure , which 
amounted, to forty thouſand markes. | 
This ation, being of anextraordinary ſtraine, gaue much occaſion of rumour; ſome 
ſaid : The King had done well m ſ:izing pon theſe Caſtles; it being unfit, and againſt the Ca- 
nons of the Church, that they who were men of Religion and peace , ſhould raiſe fortreſſes for 
warre , and ia that ſort as might be preindiciall to the King.. Againſt this , was the Biſhop of | | 
Wincheſter, the Popes Legar, taking rather the part of his ftuntion, then that of a Bro» 
ther : ſaying : That if the Biſhops had tranſgreſſed , it was not the King, but the Canons, that 
myſt indge it : that they onght not to be deprined of therr poſſeſſions , without a publique Eccle. | 
fraſticall Conncell;, that the King had not doneit , out of the zeale of inſtice , but for his owne | 
benefit , taking away that which had beene built vpon the Lands , and by the charge of the 
Church, ta pot it into the hands of Lay men, little affefted to:Religion, And therefore to the 
end,the yower of the Canons might bee examined , hee appoints a Councell to bee 
called at Fincheſter , Whither the King is ſummoned . -; and thither repaire molt of all 
the Biſhops of the Kingdome, where firſt is read the Commiſſion of the Legatine 
power, granted by Pope Innecent to the Biſhop of wincheſter , who.there openly vrges 
the indigniric offered ro the Church, by the impriſoning of theſe Biſhops : Ar att moſt 
haynons and ſhamefull for the King ,that in the peace of his Conrt , through the inſligation of 
enzll miniſters, would thus lay hands pon ſuch men, ſpoyle them of their eſtates : which was a 
violence againit God, And that ſeeing the King would yeeld to no admonitions he had at length 
called this Conncell, where they were to conſult what was to bee done : that for his part , neither 
the lone of the King, though his brother, nor the loſſe of his lining, or danger of his fe , ſhould 
make him funle in the execution of what they ſhould decree. | 
The King, ſtanding vpon his cauſe , ſends certaine Earles to this Councell, to know 
why hee was called thither : Anſwere was made by the Legat : That the King, whowas 
ſabieft to the Faith of Ck 15T, ought not to take it ill, if by the miniſters of CuRr1sT , hee 
was called to make ſatis fattion, being conſcions of ſuch an offence as that age had not knowne:that 
it was for times of the Gentiles , for Biſhops to be impriſoned, and deprined of therr poſſeſsions; 
and therefore they ſhould tell the King his brother , That if he would vonchſafe to yeeld conſent 
to the Comncell, it ſhould be ſuch by the helpe of God, as neither the Roman Church, the Court 
of the King of France , nor the Earle Theobald , brother tothem both ( a man wiſe, and 
religions ) ſhoul1, inreaſon diſlike it : That the King ſhould doe adniſedly to render the reaſon 


Church , into whoſe boſome being taken , hee was aduanced to the Crowne without any mulita- 
ry hand, 

With which anſwere the Earles departed , attended with Alberic de Ver , a man 
exerciſed inthe Law; and hauing related the ſame , are returned with the Kings :eply: 
which Alberic vtters, and wrpes the intaries Biſhop Roger had done to the King : how bee ſel- 
dome came to his Conrt : that his men , preſumin g vpon bis pawer, had offred violence to the Ne- 


phew and ſernants of the-Earle of Bructaine, and to the ſernants of Herui de Lyons,a "y of 
| at 


—_ 


| ſhops ,onght firſt ro bee examined in the E eccleſiaſtical Conncell, whether they were true or no,be- 


ſes to be at the Kings pleaſur:. who is to to fight for the peace of all, But it is nor their right,by the | 
decree of the Canons to hau? Caſtles,and if by the Princes indulgence it bee tdllerated, yet in a 
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that Nobilitie and ſkontneſſe ,as would nener vomſafe to come pon any requeſt to the late King , 
and yet for the loue of this , was deſirours to ſee England : where , to bane this violence offred, 
was an iniury to the King and diſhonour to the Realme;that the Biſhop of Lincolne ofor the an- 
cient hatred to the Earle of Brictaine , was the author of his mens ſedition : that the Biſhop of 
Salisbury ſecretly fauoured the Kings enem'es: and ard but ſubilely temporizs, as the Kin g had 
fond by diners circumſtances: eſpecially when Roger de Morcimer, ſent with the Kings forces 
in the great danger of Briſtow,be would nor lodge him one night in Malemsbury: that it was 
in exery mans month as ſoone as the Empreſſe came , He and his Nephewes would render their 
Caſtles unto him, That he was arreſted,vot 4s a Biſhop but 4 ſeruant to the King,and one that 
adminiſtred his procurations,and recemed his monies, That the King tooke not his C alles by 
violence , but the Biſhop voluntarily ren:ired them ,to auoyd the calumnic of their tumult r47 ſed 
in his Court : If the King found ſome money in his CafHes,he might lawfally ſeize on it , inre- 
gard Roger had colletted it ont of the reuennes of the King his Vncle and -_ « and the 
Biſhop willingly yeelded vp the ſame,as well as bis Caſtles through feare of his offences ; and of 
this, wanted not witneſſes of the Kings part, who defired that the conenants maae betweene him, 
and the Biſhop ,might remaine ratified. 7 

Agantt? this, Biſhop Roger oppoles: T hat he was nexer ſeruant to the King vor receined 
his monies ; and withall added threatnin.gs as a man,not yet broken,though bent with hs for. 


Tne Legat mildly, as hedid other things, ſaid : T hat all what was ſpoken againſt the Bi. 


fore ſentence fhould hane beene ginen againſt thens contrary to the Canons : and therefore the 
King ſhowld(as it is lawfmll in indiciall trials jreweſt the Biſhops in their former Eſtates , ther 
wſie, by the law of Nations being diſſeiſed they ſhall not hold their Plea. 

After much debate, the Kings cauſc was (vpon a motion) put off till the next day, to 
the end the Archbiſhop of Roay, an eſpeciall inſtrument for the King,might bee there; 
who delivering his opinion,ſayd : That if the Biſhops contd rightly prooxe = the Canons, they 
ought to hane Caſtles, they ſhould hold them;but if they could not .tt proceeded of great improbay 
to ftrine to dos otherwiſe, And be it (ſaid he)their right to hane them: ; yet in a ſuſpetted time ,ac- 
__ to the manner of other Nations ,allgreat men ought to deliaer the keyes of their Fortreſ- 


time of neceſſitie they »ught to deliner the keyes, | 

The Lawier Alberic addes : That it was fignific d to the King , how the Biſhops threatned, 
ad bad furniſhed ſome te go to Rome againſt him. But, ſayd be, the Kmg would hane you know, 
that none of you preſuwe to doe it : for if any gee ont of England , contrarie to his will, and the 
dignitie of the Kingdome jt will be hard returning. In concluſion the Councell brake VP, 
nothing was done. The Biſhops durſt not excommunicate the King,withourt the Popes 
privitie x and befides,they ſaw the ſwords too bufic about them; yer failed nor the Le- 
gat,and the Archbiſhop to proſecute their parts,and from authority, fell ro prayer; aud 
{ar the Kings feete,in his Chamber) beſought him, that hee would pittie the Church , pit- 
tie his owne ſoule , and his fame; not to ſuffer diſſention to be, betweene the Kingdome, 
and che Prieſt-hood, The King returned them faire words, but held what hee had 
COtten, 

« Shortly after, through griefe, died che Biſhop of Salisbwry, and (according to the 

fare of ouer-eminent and greedy Officers) vnpittied, He was a man (in his latter time) 

noted of much corruption, and vnſariable defire of hauing. For whom,the preſent 

King in the beginning of his reigne had done very much, making one of his Nephewes 

Chancellor , the other Treaſurer , and vpon his ſuice, gaueto himſelfe the Borough 

of Malmsbnry ; infomuch as the King would ſay to his familiars about him : If this 

man will begge thus ſtill , I will grue him halfe the Kingdome but I will pleaſe him : and firſt 

ſhall he bee weary of craning , ere Tof mr {ure rhe King had great reaſon to ſuſ- 

peCt his adhering to Mawde,whoſe part be beganne to fauour : onely, out of the hatred 

he bare to Wincheſter; who yet was content to forſake his owne brother,in regard,by 


tunes:that if he found not inſtice for his wrongs in that Councell, he would bring it to the hearing 
] of 4 greater Conrt. | 
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his ingagement he was preferred to the Crowne,rather then to loſe his good will,and 
the reſt of the Clergy. 

But yet this breaking of the King into the Church ( which had made him ) vtrerly 
difſolued him. For preſently hereupon all his power tell afunder : the Empreſle 
found now a way open to let her in,and the Earle of Glocefter preſuming of a ſure fide, 
conduted her into England onely with 1 50, men - puts her into the Caftle of Arundel, 
and himſelfe(attended but with twelue horſe)paſſed away cleere through all the Coun- 
try to Briſtow : and from thence to Glocefter , where he had leiſure without oppoſition, 


' to raiſe all the Country to take part with rhe Emprefle ; who , from Arandell Caſtle, 


was afterward(by the Legate himſelfe,and the Kings permiſſion Jconueyed to Briſtow: 
receiued with all obedience,grew daily in ſtrength as ſhe went,and came at length to 
her brother(who had takenin Hereford, made himſelfe ſtrong with the Welſh, and ſet- 
led thoſe parts) to gather vp more ofthe Kingdome by [hewing herſelfe and her power 
in diuers places. 

Stephen, hauing no part cleere(by reaſon the Caſtles, ypon which hee ſpent both his 
time and meanes , lay ſo thicke blockes in his way) as he could not make ti:at ſpeed to 
ſtop this ſtreame,as otherwiſe he would : holding it not ſafe to goe forward , and leaue 
dangers behinde , that might ouer-takehim. And hilt heelayes fiege cothe Callle of 


| Wallingford, which, Brian ſonne to the Earle of Gleceſter , held againſt him:then to the 


Caſtle of Briſtow and other places,working much , bur effeCting little : which ſeeing, 
to gettime and ſtagger the ſwift proceeding of this new recejued Princeſle, he cauſes 
a treatie of peace to be propounded at Bathe,where the Legat (who likewiſe earneſtly 


| ſolicited the ſame)witb the Arch-biſhop of Canterburie,were appointed Commiſſioners 


for the King ; and the Earle of Gloceſter for the Empreſſe; but nothing was effected, 
both returne to make good their ſides. The Empreſle ſeckes to recouer more , the 
King what he had loſt, And leſt rhe North parts might fall from him,and the King of 
Scots come on, hee repaires thitherward ; and finding the Caſtle of Zincolxe poſlelt by 
Ralph Earle of Cheſter, who had married a daughter of the Earle of Gloceſter, and hol- 
ding it not ſafe to bee in the hands of ſuch a Maiſter , inſuch a time, ſeekes to take it in 
by torce. The Earle of Cheſter , who held newtrall , attempting nothing againſt the 
King,tooke it ill, and ſtood ypon his defence; but being ouer-layd by power, conueyes 
himſelfe out of the Caſtle, leaues his brother and wite within to defend it, and procures 
ayde ofhis farher in law the Earle of Glocefter,to ſuccour him, 

The Earle takes in hand this buſineſſes, ſets out of Gloceſter with an Army of welſhmen 
and others,attended with Hugh Bigod, and Robert de Morley , ioynes with the Earle of 
Cheſter,,marches to Lincobree, where, in the battaile,King Stephen was taken,carricd pri- 
{oner to Gloceſter , preſented to the Emprefle, and by her ſent to bee kepr in the 
1 om of Briſtow,but in all honourable faſhion , till his attemps to eſcape layd ferters 
on him, 

Hereupon the Emprefſe (as at the top of her fortune)labours rhe Legat to bee admit- 
ted to the Kingdome,as the danghter of the late King to whom the Realme had taken an oath to 
accept for ſoneraigne tn the ſucceſſion ; and wrought ſo,as a Parle was appointed for this 
purpoſe,on the Plaine neere to Wincheſter , where in a bluſtring ſad day(like the fate of 
the buſineſſe) they met : and the Emprefle ſwore, and made affidarion to the Legat, 
That all the great bnſieſſes , andeſpecially the donation of Biſhoprikgs and Abbeys,ſhould be | 
at his diſpoſmmg if he(with the Church )would receine her as Queene of England,and hold per- | 
petuall fidelitie wnto her, The ſame oath and affidation tooke likewiſe her brother Ro- 
bert, Earle of Gloceſter, Brian his ſonne, Marquiſle of Wallingford; Miles of Glocefter (af- 
ter Earle of Hereferd)which many others for her, Nor did the Biſhop ticke to accept 
her as Queene (though ſhe neuer came to bee ſo) and with ſome few other , made like- 
wiſe affidation for his parr, that ſolong as ſhee infringed not her coucnant, hee would 
alſo hold his fidelity to her. | 

The next day,ſfhee was receiued with ſolemne proceſſion into the Biſhops Church 
at Wincheſter, the Biſhop leading her on the right hand, and Bernard Biſhop of Saint 
Daxid: ontheleft, There were preſent many other Biſhops, as Alexander Biſbop of 

Lixcolne, 
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| ee | 
Lincolne , and Nigel Biſhop of Ely (the Nephewes of Roger, latcly impriſoned) Robert 


Biſhop of Bathe,and Robert Biſhop of worceſter,vith many Abbors, 

Within a few dayes af:er came Theobald Archbiſhop of Canterbary,to the Emprefle, 
inuited by the Legat ; bur deferred to doe fealty vnto her, as holding it vnworthy his 
perſon and place, without hauing conferred firlt with the King. Andtherefore hee, 
with many Prelars, and ſome of the Layery{by permiſſion obrained) went to the King 
to Briſfow, The Councell brake vp, the Emprefſle keepes her Eaſter ar Oxford, being 
her owne rown?, Shortly vpon Eaſter a Councell of the Ciergie is againe called ro 
| Wincheſter , where the firlt day the Legar had ſecret conference with euery Biſhop a- 
| part, and then wirh cuery Abbor and other, which were called to the Councell. The 
next day hee makes a publike ſpeech,Shewing how the canſe(of their Aſſembly was to con- 
ſult ſor thepeace of their country, in great dann ger of vtter ruine. Repeates the flouriſhing rergne 
of his Vncle the peace wealth,avd honour of the Kingdome m his time : and how that renowned 

\"ing>many yeares before his death, nad receined an oath bath of England and Normandy, for 
the ſeceſſion of his daughter Maude and her 1ſue,But,layth he after his deceaſe is daughter 
being then in Nocmandy , mniking d-lty to come into England , where ( for that it ſeemed 
long taexpett )order was to bee taken for the peace of the Conntrey and my brother was permit- 
tcd toreigne. And although I interpoſed my ſelfe a ſurety betweene God and bins, that hee | 
ſhould honour and exalt the holy Church , keepe and ordaine good Lawes ; Tet how he hath be. 
baned himſelfe in the Kingdom: it grienes mze to remember,and © am aſhamed to repeate, And 
then recounts he all the Kmg1 courſes with the Biſhops , and all his other miſgonernments, And 
then,(11d hee,euerie man knowes 1 ought to loue my mortalt brather but much more the cauſe 
of my immortall Father:and therefore ſeemg God bath ſhewed his indgement on my brother,and 
ſuffered him (without my knowledge ) to fall into the hand of Power : that the Kingdomee may 
rot miſcarrie for want of a Ruler , I haue called you all buher by the power of my Legation. 
Ye/*erday the cauſe was monued wn ſecret , to the greateſt part of the Clergie, towhom the right 
appertaines to eleft and ordaine a Prince. And therefore after hauing mnoked' as it is meete, ) 
the Diume aide , Wee elett for Queene of England the dawghter of the peacefull , glorious, 
rich, good, and in oxr time the incomparable King : and to her, wee promiſe our fath and al- 
lepiance, 
| Shes all, who were preſent , either modeſtly gaue their yoyce, or by their filence 
contradicted ir, the Legat addes : The Londoners , who are (in reſpett of the greatneſſe of 
their Citty\as among the optimacieof England, we hane by our meſſengers ſummoned,and [ 


rrnuſt they will not ſtay beyond this day, to morrow we will expett then, 
The Londoners came, were brought into the Councell, ſhewed How they were ſent 


rom the Communaltie of Lendon ,net to bring comtention,but prayer that the King their Lord 
might be freed from captinitie ,and the ſame did allthe Barons (receined within their Liberties ) 
earneſtly beſeech of my Lord Legate, and all the Clergie there preſent. The Legat anſweres 
them art large,and loftily,according to his ſpeech the day before, and added, That the 
Londoners, who were held in that degree in England, ought not to take therr parts , who had 
forſaken ther Lord in the warre by whoſe Councell the Church had beene diſhononred,and who 
\ faronred the Londoners, but for their owne gaines 
Th<n ſtands there vp a Chaplaine to Queene Mande , wife to Stephen, and deliuers 
a le:ter ro the Legat, which he filemly read, and then ſaid alowd, That it was vot lawfull 
in the aſſembly of ſo many reuerend and religious perſons the ſame ſhomld be publikely read,con. 


| taining matter reprekenſible,The Chaplaine nor to taile in his meſſage, boldly reades the 
Letter himſelfe , which was to this effet : That the Queene earneſtly intreates all the 
Clergie there aſſembled , and namely the Biſhop of Winchclter, the brother of her Lord, 
to reſtore h:m unto the Kingdome , whomwicked men , which were alſo his ſubuefts, beld 
Priſoner. | 
To this the Legat anſweres(as to the Lordoners)and ſhortly after the Councell brake 
yp, wherein many of the Kings part were excommunicated : namely Filam Martel, 
an eſpeciall man about the King, who had much diſpleaſed the Legat, 
. Heceupon a great part of England willingly accepted of axde, in whole buſineſſes | 
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her brothec Robert imployes all his diligence and belt care , reforming Iwſtice, _—_ 
the 
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the Lawes of England , prom:ſing relgenements, and whatſoener might be to winne the people; 
the Legat ſeconding all his courſes. __ 

Bur now, ſhee being at che point of obtaining the whole Kingdome all came ſo- 
dainly daſht by her ouer-hautie and proudcarriage, and by che practiſe of the Loxdo- 
ners who adhering tothe other fide, began openly to inucigh againſt her, who had diſ- 
pleaſed them, and they bad plotted to ſurprize her in their Cirie; whereof ſhe having 
notice, ſeccetly withdrawes herſelfe (accompanied with her Vncle Daxid King of 
Scots, who was come to viſit her and her brother Robert) vnto Oxford, a place of more 
ſecuritie, The Legat himſclfe rakes, or makes an occationto be ſlacke in her caule, 
ypon her denying him a ſure for his Nephew Exiſt ace, the ſonne of Stephen, about the 
inheritance of his Earcledome of Mortaigne in Normandy.Beſides,the Queene regnant, 
watchfull ouer all oportunities , found meanes to parle withthe Legat , Sets ron hizs 
with her teares, intreatie,promiſes ,and aſſurance for the K ings reformation; in ſo much as ſhe 
recalled him to the affeftion of Natare, brought him about againe to abſolue ſuch of the Kings 
part as he had lately exconmmicated. 

The Earle of Gleceſter ſeeing this ſodaine and ſtrange relaps of their affaires,ftriues 
by all meanes to hold vp Opinion , and re-quickenthe Legats diſpoſition, which to 
keepe ſound, was all. He brings the Empreſle to Wincheſter,ſectles her , and her guard, 
in the Caſtle, where ſhe deſires to ſpeake with the Legar,who firft delayes, then denies 
to come, Whereupon they call their beſt friends about them,  Queene Afawde and 
the Lords incompaſle the Towne, and cut off all viuall from the Emprefſe, fo thar 
in the end,the Earle of Gloceſter wrought meanes to haue her conucyd from thence to 
the Yes, but himſelte was taken, and in him moſt of her, 

This ſers the fides both cuen againe into the Lifts of their triall ; the two priſoners 
are to redeeme cachother : The diſproportion of the quality betweene them, ſhew- 
ed yet there was an cucnnefie of power , and the Earle would not conſent to the 
Kings deliuery ( who onely in that was to haue the precedence) but vpon molt {e- 
cure cautions. The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the Legate,yndertooke to yeeld 
themſelues priſoners for him,tf the King releaſed him not, according to his promiſe : 
Bur that would nor ſerue the turne,till they borh had wrirten their Briefes to the Pope, 
ro intimate the courſe that was taken herein , and deliuered the ſame ynto him, vnder 
their hands and feales, Sothar,ifthe King ſhould, as he might not care, to hold the Bi- 
ſhops in priſon + yer the Pape, if hard meaſure were offered , might releeue them. 
Which ſhewes the aduantage of credit inthe buſineſle , lay on this fide, and the King 
was to haue his fetters, though ar liberty. 

The Queene and Exſtace , her ſonne the Prince , ypon the intargement of Stephes, 
remaine pledges in the Caſtle of Breſtow till the Earle were releaſed , which was done 


was , byallartpoſſible,ſolicitedto forſake the partie of Maxude, with promiſe of all 
preferments of honour andeſtate : but nothing could mooue him being fixe to his 
courſes , and rather would hee haue beene content to remaine a perperuall priſoner, 
then that Stephen: ſhould haue beene releaſed , had not his ſiſter wrought him to this 
concluſion. : hy 
The Legat,after this, calles a Councell at Londen, where the Popes letters, written 
vnto him,are openly read, whichargue him (bur mildly ) of ſome neglc of his bro- 
thers releaſing, andexhorrt him to yſe all meanes Ecclefiafticall, and Secular , to ſet 
| him ar libertie. x | 
The King himſelfe came into the Councell, complaines , How his ſubictts , to whens 
hee had neuer denied Tuſtice , bad taken hm, and reproachfully affiified him enen to death. 


{ The Legace , with greateloquence, labours to excuſe his owne courſes : alledgine, | 


How hee received not the Empreſſe by bis will , but neceſſitie : that preſently upon the K 198 
| overthrow , whieſt the Lords were either fled , or ſtood in ſuſpence attending the enent , ſhee 
| and ber people came thundring ts the walles of Wincheſter : and that, what pat ſoeaer 
hee had made with her for the right of the Church , ſhee obſtruately brake all : beſides hee 
was certainely informed ; that ſhee and hers bad plotted, both againſt his dignitic, and life : 
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vpon the Kings comming to Wincheſter Where the Earle in familiar conference, | 
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But God in his mercy, contrary to her deſire, had turned the buſineſſe ſo,as he eſcaped the dau- 
ger , and his brother was deliucred ont of bands. Aid therefore he, from the part of God,and the 
Pope,willed them. with all thtir utmoſ? power, to ay e the King , annoynted by the conſent of the 
People and the Sea Apoſtolique,and to Excommmnicate all the diſturbers of, the peace that fanon- 
red the Connteſſe of Aniou. | 

There was in the Councell a Lay Agent for the Empreſſe, who openly charged 
the Legat, That inreſpeCt of the faith he had ginen the Empreſſe,to paſſe no att there preind;- 
ciall to her Honour : hawing ſworne unto her nener to ayde his brother with aboue twenty ſoul. 
diers: that her comming into England , was vpon his often Letters unto her : and his cauſe it 
was,thar the King was taken and heldpriſoner. This, and much more ſaid the Agent with 
oreatauſterity of words, wherewirh che Legat ſcemed notto be moued at all, nor would 
{toope to replie. 

Burt both.parts thus ſer atliberty , were left ro worke for themſelues , holding the 
State broken betweene them; and no meanes made to interpoſe any barre to keepe 


| them aſunder. Their borders lay cuery where, and then the ingagements of their 


Parrakers, who (looke all to be ſauers or to recouer their ſtakes when they were loſt, 
which makes them neucr giue ouer ) entertaine the contention, But the beſt was, 
they were rather troubles then warres, andcoſt more labeur then bloud, Euery one 
fought with Bucklers ,and ſeldome came to the ſharpe inthe field , which would ſoone 


| have ended the buſinefle, 


Some few monceths after theſe inlargements, ſtood both ſides at ſome reſt, but not 
idle,caſting howto compaſſe their ends, The Emprefle at the Vies with her Councel!, 
reſolues to ſend ouer her brother into Normandy to ſolicite her husband the Earle of 
Aziou,co come to ayd her with forces from thence : Her brother the better ro ſecure 
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| but money failes,which made diuers of his Lords,and eſpecially his mercenaries, where- 


her in his abſence, ſetles her in the Caſtle of Oxford , well furniſhed for all aſſaulcs : and 
rakes with him the ſons of the eſpeciall men about her , as pledges to hold them to 
their fidelity, Stephen ſeekes to ſtop the Earles paſſage , but could noc , aud then layes 
fiegeto the Caſtle of Oxford; which held him all the time the Earle was abroad, 

Geffrey Earle of Anion,defirous rather to hauc Normanay(whereof, in this meane time, 
he had attained the moſt part,and in poſſibility ofthe reſt) then ro aduenture for Eng- 
land,which lay in danger,refuſed to come in perſon , but ſends ſome ſmall ayde, and his 
cldeſt ſonne Herry,bcing then bur cleuen = of age,thar he might looke vpon Eng- 
landgand be ſhewed tothe people,to trie if that would mooue them to a conſideration of 
his right : which prooued of more effe& then an Army. 

The Earle of Gleceſter ſafely returning , makes towards Oxford to relieue the Em. 

preſſe, who had ſecretly conueyed her ſelfe in out at a poſterne gate, onely with 

foure perſons, got ouer the Thames,paſſed on foot to Abington, & from thence conucied 

to Walling ford,where her brother and ſon met her, to her more comfort after hard di. 

ftreſles. 

Stephen (ecing his enemy thus ſupplied , and like to grow , labours to win friends, 


of he had many out of Flanders,to fall cothe rifling of Abbeyes, which was of dange- 
rous conſequence : And for Armies there was no meanes ; onely about Caſtles , with 
ſmall powers, lay all the bufineſſe of thoſe tirnes, and they being ſo many were to ſmall 
effe&,bur onely to hold them doing, which was for many yeares. | 

The Earle of Gloceſter, the chicte pillar of the Empreſſe, within two yeares after his 
laſt comming out of Normandy died,and ſhortly after les Earle of Hereford, an eſpe- 
ciall man of hers, which had vtterly quaſht her, bur that in ſtead of a brother ſhee had 

aſon grew vp to bee of more eſtimation with the Nobility , and ſhortly after of 
ablenefſe to vadergoe the trauailes ofwarre, His firſt expedition ar ſixtecne yeares of 
age was Northward to combine him with Daxid King of Scots his great Vncle, to 
whom his mother had giuen the Country of Northumberland, After him followes 

Stephen with an Army to Yorke , leſt hee ſhould ſurprize that Citie, and to in- 
tercept him in his returne : bur according to his vſuall manner, and French-like, 

after the firlt heate of his vndertakings ; which were quicke and braue, he quailes : 

3 nothing 


The Earle of | 
Gloceſter gets 
to Normandy. 


The Earles 


returne with 
the Empreſles 
eldeſt ſonne 
Henry. 
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Reſumprions 


Vide; Append. 


} 7 
| Princez , preſents this occaſion. Loxys the ſeuenth, King of Fraxce,coing in perion "to 


w:ll:a Duke o 


| conrent to loſe the mightic eſtate ſhe brought him, then to enioy her perſon. Wirh this } 


and many other particulars of eſpeciallnote, 


The Life, and Reipne, of King Stephen. 


nothing was effeGed, and bothreturne without incountring. = | 
, - o [4 
Now to aduance the State and meanes of Herr, fortune, asif in love with young 


the Holy warresg and taking with him his wife Eleror, the onely daughter and heirc of 

fGuign , grew into ſuch an odious conceipt of her, vpon the notice of 
her laſcivious behauiour inthoſe parts, as the firſt worke hee doth ypan h's com- 
ming backe, hee repudiates, and curnes her home with all her great dowry, rather 


great Lady matches Herry before he was twenty yeates of age, ( being now Duke of 
Normandy bis father deceaſed, who had recouercd ir for him ) and had by her the poſ- 
{-ſfion of all thoſe large and rich Countries,appertayning to the Dutchy of Gz#25;, b:- 
fides the Earledome of Poiftoy,Whereupon Lovys inraged ro ſce him inlarved by this 
great acceſſion of State, who was ſo neere , andike to be ſo dangerous and eminenca 
neighbour,combines wich Stephen, and aydes Evuſtace his ſon ( whom hee married to 
his Siſter Conſtance) with maine power, for the recoucry of Normandy, wherein he was 
firſt poſſelt, Bur this young Prince , furniſhed now with all this powerfull meanes, 
leaues theman2gement of the affaires of England to his friends, detends Normandy, 
wrought ſo,as che King of France did him little hurt; and Ew/?ace,his competirer,retur- 
ned home into England, where ſhortly after hee died, abour 18 yeares of ins age, borne 
neuer to bee out of the calamities ef warre, and was buried ar Fererſham with bis mo- 
ther , who deceaſed a little before , and had no otber ioy nor glory of aCrowne but 
what we ſce, Stephen, whilit Duke Henry was in Normandy,recovers what heecould, 
and at length beſieges Wallingford, which ſeemes in theſe times to haue bene a peece of 
great importance and impregnable, and reduced the Defendants to that extremitie, as 
they ſent to Duke Herrie for ſuccour,who preſently thereupon, in the middeſt of Win- 
rer,arrives in Engl/avwd with 3090 toot,and 140 horſe, Where firſt, ro draw the King 
from Wallingford, he layes ſiege to Malzxesbury,and had moſt of all the great men in the | 
Welt,:and from other parts comming invato him, Stephen, now reſolued to put it ro 
the tryall of a day, brings thither all the power hee could make; and far ouer-went his 
enemy in number - but Rlouds and ſtormes,in an vnſcaſonable Winter, kept the Armies 
from incountring, till the Biſhops , doubtfull of the ſucceſſe, and ſeeing how dange- 
rous it was for them, and the whole State, ro haue a young Prince ger the maiſtry by 
his {word, mediated a peace, which was after concludedin a Parliament at Wincheſter, 
ypon theſe conditions, | 
T That King Stephen during bis naturalllife, ſhould remzaine King of England, and 
Henry enioy the Dukedome of Normandy , as aeſcended unto him from his mother , and be 
-i vg heiwe apparent to the Kingdome of England, as the adopted ſoune of K ing 
Stephen. | 
| 4 T hat the partiz.ans of either ſhould receine no damage, but enioy their Eſtates according 

to their ancient Right, and Titles, | 
2 Thatthe Kmng ſhould reſume into his hands all ſuch parcels of imheritance belonging 

to the Crowne. as had beene aliened by him , or uſurped in his toue, Andthat all thoſe poſſeſe 
ſons woich by tniruſion had beene violently taken from the owners ſince the daies of 
King Henry , ſhould bee reſtored wnto them who were rightly poſſeſſed therein , when the ſaid 

King reigned. : 
4 That all ſuch Caſtles as bad bene bailt by the permiſſion of Stephen, an4 in his tima 
(which were forr4 to be 1117) fponld be demoliſhed,G+c. 

Thereis a Charter of this agreement in our Annals, which hath other Articles of 
reſeruation for the Eſtates of parcicular perſons. And firft for Filkam, the ſecond fon 
of Stephen,to enioy all the poſlefſions bis father held before hee was King of Evgland, 


» 


After this pacification,and all bufineſſe here,ſetled, Duke Henry returnes into Nor- 
merdie,and hkewiſe there concludes a peace with the King of France, and for thar hee | 
would beſure to haue it, buyes it, with twenty thouſand markes. 7 

And now King Stephen hauing attained (that hee neuer had) Peace (which yer , i 
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ruines of the State , makes his progreſſes into molt parts of the Kingdome,ro reforme 
the milchiefes that bad growne vp vnder the {word : and after his recurne calls a Par- 
hament at London, to conſult of the beſt meanes for the publicke good. After the Par- 
liament, he goes to meete the Earle of Flanders at Doner, who defied conference with 
him, and having diſparcht him , falls preſently ſficke,dics within few dayes after; and 
was buried (m the Abbey he founded) at Fenerſham, with the vnfortunate Princes, 

A man fo contigually in motion, as we cannot take his dimenſion , but onely in paſ- 
Gng,and -hat but onone fide , which was worre : onthe other , weeneuer ſaw. but a 
olzunce of him, which yer, for the moſt part , was ſuch, as ſhewed him to bee 2 very 
wortiy Prince for the Gouernment, He kept his word with the State concerning rhe 
relizuement of Tributes ,and newer had Subſidy that we finde. 

But which is wore remarkeable, haujng his ſword continually out, and ſo many de- 
f: trons and rebeilions againſt him, He newer put any great mas to death.Beſides it is no- 
ted, that notwithſtanding all theſe miſeries of warre, There were more Abbeys built in his 


| Reigne,then i an hundreth yeares before, which ſhewes, though the times were bad, they 


— —_—_—__— _—_— 


; WCIe not 1mpious, 


The end of the Life,and Reigne,of King Stephen. 
The Life,and Rene.of Henry the ſecond; »And 
firſt of the Line of Plantagenet. 


PH AT ſhort time of peace, before the death of Stephen had fo xlayed 
. the ſpirit of contention, and prepared the Kingdome (wearied and de- 
F& faced with warre) to that diſpoſition of quietneſle : as Henry Plantage- 
267 net (though a French-»1a borne, and at that time,our of the Land:long 
=. detained with contrary winds, yet a Prince of ſo great poſſeſſions 2- 
eht make him feared , ro bee roo mighty a maiſter ar home ; or doubt- 
full , where hee would ſer his ſeate : whether carry Ergland thither, or bring 
thoſe great States to this) was, notwithſtanding generally admitted (without any op- 
poſttion or capitulation, other then the yſuall oath) to the Crowne of Exgland : which 
he receiucd at the hands of Theobald, Arch-biſhop of Carterbary,the ewenticth day of 
December, Anno 1154, abour the three and twentieth .yeare of his age, 

Andrhough he were aPrince Towng, Aline, Powerfull,and had all that might mke 
him high and preſuming : yer the neceſſity of his owne aftaires were ſo ſtrong rainesto 
hold him in, from all exorbitant courſes : as made him wary to obſerue at firit , all 
meanes to get, and retaine the loue,and good opinion of this Kingdome, by a regular 
and eafie Gouernment : being ſure to haue the King of France perperually awake , for 
all aduantages (both in regard of dayly quarrels, common to mighty neighbours; as 
alſo for matching with her that came out of his bed, and broughr away thole wighty 
Prouinces from chat Crowne, whereby, he comes now to ower-match him)being thus 
inucſtcd in this powerfull Kingdome of England, Where, after hauing made a choice 
of erauc Cou:ſcllors, ſach as beſt vnderftood the ſtate thereof; hee began at a Coun- 
cell or Parliament keld ar Wallingford with an AR ( that both ſerued his owne turne, 
and much eaſed che {tomacks ot his people ) which was the expulſion of Strangers, where- 
with the Land was much peſtercd, by reaſon of the late warres that had aravwne great 


numbers of them, 


had madethzir Leade: william d Ipres, Earle of Kent , who likewiſe was turned home, 
and his cſtate {c1zed inco the Kings hands, 


Then, that he might.ſubfilt by his owne meanes , withour preſſure of his ſubie&ts hw 


{whoſe voluntary ſeruices, and contributions, would yeeld him more in meaſure , then 
if exaRted) He lookes to the State,and ordering of his renennes , reformes the Exchequer ,and 
Tenokes all ſuch Lands belonging to the Crowne, as had any way bene altenated,or vſurped. And 
though ſome of the great Lords ſtood out for the holding whart they had in poſleſſion, 

6: 


— 


———— - 


ſeemes, ire enioved nota yeare after) vics all the belt meanes hee could to repaire the | 


and eſpecially of Flemings, and Picards,whom King Stephen eſpeci- 
ally rruſted in bis greateRt aCtions, after he grew doubrfull of the Eng//þ fidelity , 2nd | 
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The Life,and Reigne of Henry the ſecong. 


Anion. 


The King re- 
1 ſures the 
Earledome of 


1156. 
eAnno 
Reg.2. | 


as Hugh de Mortimer for his Caſtles of Clebury , Wigmore , and Bridgenorth : and Reger 
Fits Miles,Earle of Hereford for the Citty and Lands of Gloceſfer: Yetthe King rooke 
chem by force as appertaining to the Crowne. Beſides, he reſumed the Caſtle of Skar- 
borough, which iilliam Earle of Albemarle held,and diuers other Lands and Caſtles in 
Yorkeſhire , poſſeſſed by private men, Hwgb Bigot reigned his Caſtles into the Kings 
hands. And more, he tooke from #/illiem Earle of Mortaine, and FWarren,baſe {onne to 
King Stephen, the Caſtle of Pemey, the Citty of Norwitch : with other Townes and Ca- 


{Hes, norwithſtanding himſelfe graunted the ſame, in his agreement with Stephen; al- | 


ledging, They were of the Demaynes of the Crowne,and could not be aliened,Only he ſuffe- 
red him to enioy ſuch lands, as his father , King Stephen held in Exgland, in the time of 
Henry the firſt, 

Then goes hee Northward, and recouwrs the Citty of Carle, icizes all Cumberland 
into his hands - and after takes the Towne of New-caſtle, with the Caſtle of Bamberge, 
and ſo reſumed all Northnmberland, which his Mother (the Emprefle) had before gran- 
ted to David King of Scots, her Vnkle (Grand-farher to Malcolin, who now reigned ) 
as being not in his Mothers power, nor his, to giue away any part of the Kingdome. 
Notwithſtanding,he was content,Aalcolinſhouldenioy the Earledome of Hwntingdon, 
which King Stephen had giuen to Hewry, Prince of Scetland,father to Aalcolin,as being 
a peece inthe heart of Evg/and, whereof he could make no vie, bur at the Kings plea- 
(ure;and beſides, was a meanes, to hold him his Homager, and to performe thoſe ſer- 
uices belonging to that Earledome, 

And the {ame courſe tooke he with the Alienations,and vſurparions formerly made 
of the Demaynes of the Dutchy of Nermarxdy,and forced Theobald Earle of Blois,to re- 
figne into his hands, two Caſtles, and Petroch Earle of Perch, other two, Thele renoca- 
tions, whereby ſo many were indamaged in their eſtates, and Grants, beth of his Prede- 
ceſſors, and his ewne vtterly nullified, might ſeeme, to be an a& of oreat iniuſtice, and in a 
new Gouernment , of little ſafety. But inregard,the Common-wealch had thereby a 
benefit : and bur few (though great) intereſſed, it pafſed asa worke vniuerſally neceſ- 
ſary ,ſecing his Maintenance otherwiſe,muſt bee made yp out of publicke raxations; 
which would turne to a generall grieuance. But the reſwring of the Earledowe of Aniou 
ont of hig brother Geftryes hands,contrary to his Oath,cannot bur be held a traine beyond 
conſcience, and good nature, For his father Geffrey Plantagener defirous to leaue ſome 
eſtate to his ſecond ſon Geffrey, ordained by his Teſtament, That when Henry had re- 
conered the Kingome of England , the other ſhould kane the Connty of Aniou : and inthe 
meane time,put Geffrey in poſſcſhon of the Caftles, and Townes of Chinon, Lodur,and 
Mirabell , whereby he might , both haue maintenance for his eſtate, and a readier 
meanesto come to the reſt when occaſion ſerued. And eſt his ſonne Henry ſhould not 


performe this Will be got cert aine Byrd other Nobles to ſwears that they would not ſuſfer 


bis body to be interred, till Henry, whowas then abſent , had ſwonre to fulfill bis Teftament: 
H enry, rather then to ſuffer his Fathers body to lye vnburied , with great v1willingneſſe 
rakes this oath But afterward being inueſted in the Crowne of England, and Geffrey ſea- 
zing ypon the Earledome of 4niew , he paſſes ouer into France , and not onely takes 
from him the Earledome, bur alſo thoſe three Townes he had in poſſeſſion ; alledging, 
It was noreaſor,a forced Oath(vpon ſuch an occaſion\ſhould bind hin to forgoe the enheritancs 
of his Birth-right, being all the Pairimony that was ro deſcend wvnto him from his Father: and 
though he had rec the I ingdome of England;that was not his Fathers worke,bat by an o- 
ther right. And although be held his brother deere unto him, yet baning Children of his owne he 
was to pronide,that what was his ſhould deſcend to them. But yct was content, to allowe 
his brother an honorable penſion ( of a thouſand pounds Eyg/jh, and rwo thouſand 
pounds of Aniovin money yearely) for the maintenance of his eſtate; and obtained of 
Pope Adriax the ſeuenth (an Exg//Þb man borne) a diſpenſation for his Oath, made in 
this caſe, 

And now the firſt occaſion , that put him here into ation of warre, was the rebel- 
lion of the #p#//þ,who,according totheir yſuall manner, euer attempted ſome thing , in 
the beginning of the Reigne of new Princes, as if to try their ſpirits , and their owne 

fortuness 
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T he Life,and Reigne of. Henry the ſecond. 
fortunes. Againſt whom hee goes [o prepared, as if he meanc to goe rhrough with his 
worke, Wherein ar fitft, he had much to doe, paſſing aftreight among the Moun- 
taines, where he loſt ( with many of his men) Ewftace Fiz lohn,and Robert Carcy,emi- 
nenc perſons : and himſelfenoyſed to be ſlaine , ſo much diſcouraged rhar part of the 
Army,which had not paſſed the Streights, as Hem an Earle of Eflex, threw downe 
the Kings Standard(which he bare by inhericance) and fled: but ſoone, the King made 
it knowne, hee was aliue,diſcorofitcd his enemies, and brought them, to ſecke their 
peace with ſubmiſſion, The Earle of Efſex was after accuſed , by Robert de Morfore 
for this miſdeed, had the Combar , was ouercome,pardoned yet ot lite, but condem- 
ned to be ſhorne a Monke,put intothe Abbey of Readng,and had his Lands feiſed in- 
to the Kings hands. | 

It was now the fourth yearc of che reigne of this King z when, all his affaires were in 
proſperous courſe, his State increaſing his Queene fruitefull , and had barne him three ſonnes 
in England , Henry, Richard, and Geffrey : his eldſt ſopne William (to whom he had cau- 
ſedtac Kingdo:ne, to take an Oath of fealry ) gied ſhortly after his comming tothe 
Crowneyſo that now, the ſame Oath istendred to Henry , aad all is ſecure and wellon 
this fide, 
| TheKing of France, who would gladly hauc impeached the mighty current of 
this Kings fortune, was heldin, and tertered with his owne neceſſicies : his journey 
ro the Holy Land, had exhauſted all his Treaſure, and ſince his comming home, the 
Pope had exated great ſummes of him for giſpeofing with his ſecond marriage, 
which was with Conſtantia daughter to &lphoxſo,King ot Galicia,a feeble alliance,und 
farre off, ſo that all concurred to increaſe the greatneſle of this King of Ernglard; who 
| having now almoſt ſurrounded Fravte (by poſſeſſing firſt all Alormandy , with a great 
footing in Brittaine, by the refignation of Nants,with the Country there about, which 
Conan the Duke was forced lately tomake varo him; then the Earledomeof aire, 


_ 


| Poilton,T ouraine, Anzow with the Dutchy of G#ien)he alſo laies claime to the rich Earle- | 


dome of Thotonſe vpon this Title : | FS 
William Dake of Aquitaine , gravdfather to Oxcene Elionor,married the danghter and 
heire of the Earle of Tholoule, 23 going to the holy warres,ingaged that Earledome to Ray- 
mond Earle of Saint Gyles, and nener returned to redeeme it, Williarn bis ſonne father to 
Deene Elionor , either through want of meanes , or negleFt , delayed likewiſe the redemption 
thereof : ſothat the Earle of Saint Gyles continuing #n poſſeſſion whilſt hee lined, left jt to his 


 ſenne Raymond, of whom King Louys of Fravce (haning married Elionor,the c_—_ and 
| beire of the la/F William\demanded the reſtiention, with tender of the ſimame for which it was 


ingaged. Raymond refuſes it , and {tands to his poſſeſſion, as of 4 thing abſolute! ſold 


] or forfeited ;, but being too weake to contend with a King of France , fell to an accord and mar- 


ried his ſiſter Conſtance,widdow of Euſtace ſorne to King Stephen, and ſo continues the poſ- 
ſeſſion. Now King Henry hauing married this Elozor , apd with her was to haue all 
the Rights ſhee had, tenders likewiſe (as the King of France had donein the fame caſe) 
the ſumme formerly disburſed, vpan the morgage of that Earledome, And withall makes 
ready his ſword to recouer it, and firſt comvines in league and amity,with ſuch, whoſe 
Territories bordred vponit : as with Raymond Earle of Barcelona , who had marricd 
the daughter and heire of the King of Arragon , a man of great Eſtate in thoſe parts, 
entertayning him with conference of a match. berweene his ſecond fonne Richard, 
and his daughter : with cournant , that Richard ſhould hawe the inheritance of the Dutchy 
of Aquitaine, and the Earledome of Poictou. 


Countrey : and one who held himſclfe much wronged in his Eſt:tz; by the Earle 
of Th6loyſe, | | 

Theſe aydes prepared, he leauies an Army , and goes in perſon to beſiege the Ciric 
of Thelouſe, and takes along with him alcolmm,King of Scots, who (comming to his 
Court todoe him homage,for the Earledome of Huntingdon, and to make claime for 
thoſe other peeces;taken trom his Crowne)was cntertayned with fo many faire words 


and promiſes of King Henry,as drew him along to this warce, 
The 


— 
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Beſides , hee rakes into his proteCtion, | 
william Lord of Traxchenille (poſſeſſing ikewiſe) many great Signozies in the | 
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The Earle of Tholouſe vnderſtanding the intentions of the King of Exgland, craucs 
ayde ofhis brother in Law the King of France , who likewiſe with a ttrong Army, 
comes downe in perſon to ſuccour Tholoyſe, and was there before the King of England 
could arr:ue with his forces; whereupon, ſeeing himſelfe preuented, and in diſaduan- 
rage,King Henry fell to ſpoyling the Countrey,and takes in Cahors in Onercy, wher® 
he places aſtrong Garriſon to bridle the Tholouſains, and ſo returnes into Normandy) 
gauc the order of Knight-hood ro King Maſcolim at Tours : augments his forces, and 
enters the Countrey of Beawweiſm , where he deſtroyes many Caſtles, and commits 
exeac ſpoyles. Andto adde more anoyance tothe King of France, hee obtained of the 
Earle de Awranches , the two (trong Caltles Rochfort , and Monfort, which furniſhed 
with Garriſons, impreached the paſſage twixt Orleanceand Paris; info much as the 
warre, and weather grew hore betwixr theſe two great Princes , and much effuſion of 
bloud was like to follow ; but that a mediation of peace was made, and in the end 
concluded , With a math betweene the young Prince Henry , not ſemen yeares of age,ard the 
Lady Margaret eldeſt dawghter to the King of France ſcarce three : weake linkes,to hold in (0 
mighty Prinees. The youg Lady was delinered rather as an Oſtage then a Bride, ro Robert de 
Newburge,to be kept till ber yeares wonld permit her to line with her Husband.In the meane 
time, notwithſtanding, many ruptures hapned betweene the Parents : The firſt where- 
of grew vpon the King of Englands getting ints his owne hand the Ca/ile of Giſors with tws 
other Caſtles pon the Riner Eata,in the confines of Normandy-deliuered vp before the duc 
tyme by three Knights Templars to whom they were commuted in truſt, till the marriage were | 
conſummated. And this colt ſome bloud : the Knights Tewphrs are perſacited by the 
King of France,and the King of England receiues them, 

But now the aduantage of power lying all on this fide, and the King ſeeing him- 
ſelfe at Jarge(and how much hee was abroad) beganne to be more at home, and to 
looke to the Prerogatiues of his Crowne , which as he was informed, grew much in- 
fringed by the Clergy : which, fince the rime of Herr the firft, Were thought to hane in- 
larged their inriſdiftion beyond their vocation ; and himſclfe had found their power, inthe 
eleCtion of King Stephen, with whom they made their owne conditions , with all ad- 
uantages for chemſclues, whereby they depriued his Mother and her iſſue, of their ſuc- 
ceſſion to the Crowne. And though afterwards by their mediation , the peace twixt 
him , and Stephen was conclud:d, and his ſucceſſion ratified : yet for that, might hee 
thanke his Sword, the Tuſtice of thiscauſe, and ſtrong party in the Kingdome. What 
they did cherein ſhewed him rather their vom ,: then their affeCtion ; and rather put 
kim in mind of what they had done againſt him ar firſt , then layed any obligation on 
him , for what they did afterward. And his owne example, ſeeing them apr ro ſur- 
priſe all aduantages for their owne aduancement , made him doubt how they might 
deale with his Poſterity, ifthey found occaſion : and therefore is be cafily drawne to a- 
bate their power in what he could. 

To this motion of the Kings diſlike, the Lay Nobility {emulous of the cthers au. 
thority) layed more weights :alledging how the immunities of the Clergie tooke vp ſo much 


— 


' from the Rojalty as his execution of Inſtice.could hae no generall paſſage mthe Kingdome:the 


| 


Church held their Dominion apart ,and free from any other authority then their owne:and being 
exempt from Secular prmiſhments many enormions att were committed by C lergie. men,with- 
out any redreſſe tobe had:and it was notified tothe King, that ſince the beginning of his 
Reigne, There had bene aboue a hundreth 1an-ſlaugbters committed within the Realme of 
England by Prieſts ,and men withm Orders. 

Now had the King,a little before (vpon the death of Theobald Arch-biſhop of Car- 
terbury) preferred Thomas Becket, a cxeature and ſeruant ofhis owne, to that Sea, A man 
whom firſt , frem being Arch- deacon of Canterbury, he made his Chancelor, and fin- 
ding bins Diligent, Truſty, and Wiſe , imployes him in allhis greateſt bulineſſes of the 
State : by which tryall of his ſeruice and fidelity, he might expe ro haue him cuer the | 
readier to aduance his affaires, ypon all occaſions, And beſides , ro ſhew how much | 
he reſpected his worth, and integrity, he commits vnto him the education of the Prince, a | 
charge of the greateſt conſequence in 4 Kingdome , which ſhall bee euer ſure to find their 


Kings 


— 
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Kings as they are bred, Atthe beginning of this mans promotion, this reformation 
of Ecleſ1aſticall iuriſdiCtion 1s ſet ypon , 4 worke (inregard of that time of denotion ) of 
great difficattie : the Biſhops hauing from the beginning of Chriſtianirie, firſt vnder the 
Saxon Kings , principally ſwayed the State : and though at the entrance of the Nor- 
mar, they were much abriged of their former liberties, they held themſelues if not con- 
tent, yet quiet, For albeit they had not that power in temporall bufineſle as before ; 

et, within their owue circle , they held their owne inriſdittion , and immunities : and had 
:nce ,both by the Law ,cinill warres, and the occaſion of forraine aff aires eh inlarged them, 
So that anyreltriftion , ordiminucion , of the power rhey had , could not but touch 
veines that were very ſenfible in that part :eſpecially , by reaſon of the wninerſall parti- 
cip _ of the Spirit that fed them: and therefore could not bee but a buſineſle of much 
rrxouble, 


The king contokes a Councell at Weſtminſter, and there firſt propunds to hane 
itenacted, That all ſuch of the Clergie as ſhould bee taken and connifted for any heinons of 
fence, ſhould loſe the priniledge of the Church, and be delimered to the ciill Magiſtrate, 10 be 
puniſhed for their offences, as other the Kings ſubietts were, For , if after ſpiruuall puniſh- 
ment, no ſecular correEtion ſhould bee vicd ; there would bee no ſufficient meanes to 
reftraine them from doing miſchiefe : {ceing it was nor likely , ſuch men would much 
care for thejr degrading and loſſe of Orders, whom the Conſcience of their calling did 

nor hold in awe, 

The Archbiſhop and his ſuffragans, with the reſt of the Biſhops, ſhewed the king 
how they were not to yeeldto an ſuch Att, being againſt the liberties of the Church, which him. 
ſelfe had ſworne to defend, and maintayne : and therefore humbly beſought him, that hee would 
not vrge any thing tothe preindice of their inriſdiftion , and (web immunities as they bad hi- 
therto enioved, both under kin and his Noble Progenitors. 

The king nor liking this anſwere demands , #hether they would ſubmit themſelues 
to the Lawes and cuftomes , which the Archbiſhops and Biſheps , in the time of bus. Grand- 
father Henry the firſt did obſerue ? They anſwered, They would; their Order , the hononr of 
God , and holy Church ,jn all things ſaned; with which reſcruationthe king grew more 
diſpleaſed, the Parliament brake vp, and nothing effeted at that time, for hee ſaw the 
Biſhops faſt to themſclues, and the more by the animation of the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury , whom hee thought (in regard of all thoſe his graces beſtowed on him ) to 
hate found more yeelding to his courſes , and therefore his indignation Was moſh a - 
gainft him 3 and becauſe hee would make him ſee whar the diſpleaſure of ſomigh - 
tica king was, who could as well caſt downe as aduance : Firſt denies hims acceſſe : 


A Parliament 
at Weſtmin- 
cr, 


they takes from him what hee could posfibly , conntenantes all ſuch as were his oppoſites , | 
his buſmeſſes in any the Kings Contts goe againſt him , the Earle of Clare is ſupported in 4 | 
conteſ/ation hee had with him ; about his | kk for the Caſtile of Tunbridge , aud pre- 
wailes : nothing is left vndone ,. that might bee thought co humble him. And be- 
fides the king wrought ſo, As hee nties the knot , gaines firſt the Archbiſhop of Yorke 
( the ancient Competitor with Canterburie in dignity ) and after , the Biſhops of Lincolne, 
Hercford,and the eſpeciall Prelates:and ſeparates them both from the connſell,and company 
of the Archbiſhop Becket, = 
Notice of this iarre being giuen abroade, a Meſſenger is ſent fromthe Pope, and 

all the Cardinalls to reconcile ic, and to charge the Archbiſhop to make peace with his Lord 
the King, and promiſe to obſerne his Lawes without exception, The Archbiſhop prefied with 
this meſſage, and the aduice of many great men, repaires to the king at Woodſtocke, 
and there promiſes in good faith, without any cuill meaning , to obſerue the Kings Lawes 
fo farre forth as was required, | | 
| The king ſuppoſing now, things better prepared for his purpoſe then before, 

calls a general Afſembly of the Biſhops. and Nobilitie at Clarendow , where Tohr 
of Oxford , the kings Clerke was Preſident of the Councell : and a charge is 
given fromthe king , That they ſhenld call to memorie the Lawes of his Grand-father 
Henry the firſt , and to reduce them into writing . which being done , hee willed 


the Arch-biſhoppe and Biſhops , ſo ſer their Scales hereunto, Which when 


the 


Anno 
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| 
Roget Houeden 


the reſt were content to doe, the Archbiſhop Becket refuſed, Yet atlength, by the per- 
ſwaſion of the Biſhops ( vrging him to farisfie the Kings pleaſure, and appeaſe his 
wrath, in regard of his preſent danger, which , by the ruſhing vp and downe of the 
Kings ſeruants with threarning countenances, they ſuſpected themlclues likely ro fall 
into) He tooke his Oath to obſerue the Kings Lawes without any reſeraation. And tor the 
writing deſired to haue a copy, as if better ro aduiſe thereof. And taking it into his 
hand, he turnes to the Clergie, and ſaid : Brethrew ſtand faſt, you ſec the malice of the King , 
and of whom we are to beware. 

So the Councell ended , but not the Kings diſpleaſure againſt the Arch -biſhop , 
whom onely hee found, durſt beare vp againſt his power , the relt all ycelding there- 
unto. And therefore proceedes hee,by allmeanes ts vexe and diſgrace him, and to aduance 


his Concurrent the Arch-biſhop of Yorke , whons hee ſolicites the Pope ( by his Agents 
lohn of Oxford, and Geffrey Riddle) to make his Legat of a!l England. Which the Pope 
(forewarned,acquainted with this bufineſſe) refuſed ro doe : yer at the pe. ition of thoſe 
Agents,vranted that Legation to the King himſelfe, but ſo as bee ſhould doe nothing to grieue 
the Archbiſhop; which che King tooke as a great indignity , and ſent backe his Agents 
withthe Popes Grant. 
The Arch-biſhop Becket after his oath at Clarendon, ſo repented as hee ſuſpended bim. 
ſelfe from the ſernice of the Altar, and didſharpe penance till he had obtained abſolution from 
the Pepe. Which (vpon his information of the caſe) was ſent him. After this , as ſome 
write, he attemprs to depart out of the Kingdome, contrarie to a Law made at Claren- 
don (forbidding Archbiſheps , Biſhop 5,and other Perſons to depart ont of the Realme without 
the Kings leaut, Which, although they ebtayned, yet were notwithſtanding to ſecure the King, 
neither m their going yeturning, or ſtaymg there, to prattiſe any thing preindicions to his State 
or Pg) Bur being by comrary winds brought backe, he more exaſpecates the king 
againſt him. 
Taker this, he is ſummoned to an Aſſembly at Northampton (holden about the rati- 
fication of the AQts of Clarendon) where ( to deſpire him the more ) the Kings horſes 


| areplacedinhis Innez And there, Firſt had he a caſe adindged againſt hins , concerning a 


Mamnnor, for which, one Tohn the Kings Marſhall comended with him in Law; and beſides the 
lofſe of the Mannor, was caft in arrerages fine hundred Markes, which the King was ſaid 
to haue lent him; bur he alledged how it was giuen : yet becauſe hee confeſſed the re- 
ccit, and could nor prooue the gift, hee was condemned to pay it. Then was he called to 
render an Account to the King of all ſuch receits as in the time of his Chancellorſhip he had re- 
cemed for the King, of certaine Biſhoprickes and Abbeys daring their vacancies which amoun- 
tedto the ſumme of three thouſand Markes, For theſe accounts, he alled ged, How the King 
knew well, he was diſcharged before his eleftion to the Sea of Canterbury;and how the Prence, 
the Barons of the Exchequer, & Robert de Lucie,chiefe Iuſtice of England had made hims his 
acquittance for all accounts ge ſecular receits,in the behalfe of the King:& ſo' free andcleered) 
was he Cheſen to the adminiſtration of that office, and therefore would pleade the ſame no more, 

The king, notwithſtanding, vrging to haue judgement paſſe again(t him , both tor 
this , hislJate attempts, and diſobedience, hee was commanded the next day to attend 
hisCenſure,The morning before he was to appeare, hee celebrates early with great de- 
uotion, the Maſſe of Saint Stephen Protemartyr, which had theſe words : Erenim ſede- 
runt Principes + aduerſnm me lequebantur : and ſo committing his cauſe to God. ſers for- 
ward to the Court in his Stole, his blacke Canonical hood, carrying the Croſſe in his right hand, 
and guiding his borſe with the left, The people ſeeing him come in this faſhion, Hocke all 
about him; he entring the great Chamber, ſate downe amongſt them , the king being 
wichin, in his Priuvie Chamber wich his Councell : from whom firſt came forth the Bi- 
ſhop of Londor,and much blames him for comming ſo armed to the Court,and offered 
to pull the Croſſe out of his hand, but the Archbiſhop held it fo faſt that he could not, 
Which the Biſhop of cheſter ſeeing, ſaid to London,Brother,let him alone, he ought well 
to beare the Croſſe: Londen replies,you ſpeaks brother againſt the King and it will bel for you, 
After this comes forth the Arch-biſhop of Torke ( the heate of whoſe ancient hatred, 
ſaich Howeder, would not ſuffer him to Peake in peace, andrebukes him very ſharply, 
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for comming in that faſhion, asifto a Tyrant,or heathen Prince; and told him, that the 
King had a ſword ſharper then his Croſſe, and if he would be adviſed by i118, bee ſhould taks it 
from him, Canterbury replies, the Kings ſword wonnds carnally, but mine ſtrikes S prritwally , 
and ſends the (onle to Hell. | 

After much debare , the Archbiſhoppe Becket inuayes againſt t!1s violent procee- 
ding againſt hin: How zo age ener heard before, that an Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
had beene adindged in any of the Kings Courts for anie cauſe whatſoen:rin regard both of his 


Dignity and place : and for that hee is the Spirituall Father of the King, and all other his | 


ſubiefts. Th:n to the b:ſhops, Tow ſee the world rageth againſt mee, the enemy riſeth vp, 
but I more lament, the Sonnes of my Mother fight again/t mee. If 1 ſhould conceale is, the age 
to come will declare, how you leane mee alone m the battaile, and haxe indged. againſt me, 
bems your Father, though nener ſo much a ſimmer. But I charge yon by vertne of 


your obedience, and prrill of your Order, that you bee not preſent in any place of indg- | 
ment , where my perſon or cauſe comes to bee adindged. And bere 1 appeale to. 
the Pope : Charging you farther by vertue of your obedience, that if any Temporall | 
man lay handes on me, you exerciſe the Sentence of the Church ; as it becomes you, for 
your Father the Archbiſhop, who will not ſhrinke howſoener , nor leane the flocke commit. 
ted unto hin. 

Then were all theſe great complaints of his contcmpr, Diſobedience, and Periury, 
exhibited, and aggrauated againlt him before the Aﬀſembly , and they cried general- 
ly he wasa Traytor, that hauing receiued ſo many benefits at the Kings hands, 
would refuſe to doe him all earthly honour, and obſeruc his Lawes as he had ſworne 
ro doe. The Biſhops likewiſe, ſeeing all thus bent againſt him, renounced their Eccle- 
fiaſticall obedience vnto him, cited him to Romc,and condemned him as a periured man and a 
Traytor- | 

Then the Earle of Leyceſter accompanyed with Reginald Eatle of Cornwall came 
rothe Archbiſhop, and charged himfrom the King to anſwer to what was obicCted 
vnto him, orelſe to heare his iudgement,Nay,ſonne Earle,ſayd he, firſt heare you: It ts 
not vnknowne to your ſelfe how faithfully I hane ſerned the King and how in regard thereof hee 
preferred mee to the place I haxe ( God is my witneſſe ) againſt my will. For 1 knew mine owne 
infirmities, and was content to take it vpon me, rather for his pleaſure, then Gods cauſe ; 
therefore now doth Ged withdraw himſelfe , and the King from mee. At the time of my Eletti- 
on hee made me free from all Court bondage, and therefore tonching thoſe things from which 
I amadelinered, I am not bound to anſwere , norwilll . How much the ſoule  worthier 
then the bedie, ſo much are you bownd to obay God and mee rather then any Earthly Crea- 
ture : neither will Law or Reaſon permit the Sonnes to condemne the Father : and 1 refuſe 
to ſtand either to the Indgement of the King or any other perſon; appealing to the pre- 
ſence of the Pope by whom onely on Earth I ought to bee adindged, committing all I baue 
to Gods proteflion and his:and vnder that autherity 1 depart ont of this place. Aud ſo went 
hee out and tooke his Horſe, not without ſome difficultie in paſſing, and many repro- 
ches of the Kings ſcruants, 


Complaints 
againſt the 
Archbiſhop. 


Being gotten out of the Court,a great multitude ofthe common people ( reioycing — 4 


to ſee him deliuered)and diuers of the Clergie conuayed him honourably tothe Abbay | geq our of 


of Saint Andrewes, whence diſguiſed ( by the name of Dereman ) hee eſcaped ourr into| the Kingdome, 


Flaunders,and ſo into France, | 
This bufineſſe of the Church, I haue the more particularly deliucred ( accor. 
ding to the generall report of the Writers of that time) in regard it laic fo chay- 
ned to the Temporall affaires of the State, and bewrayed ſo much of the face of 
that Age, with the conſtitution both of the Soueraignty, and the reft of the bo- 
{die,1s it could not well bee omitted, Beſides, the effeRts ir wrought in the ſuccce.- 
divg reigne of this Prince, the vexation, charge, and burthen it layed vp- 
on him for many yeares, is worthie of note, and ſhewes ys whac ſpirit had pre- 
domination in that ſeaſon of the World,znd what Engines were vſed in this Op- 
pugnation. 
Preſently vpon the departure of this Great Prelate , the King ſends ouer to 
H the 
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T he Life, andreigne,of Henry the ſecond. 


The King 
ſends Amba- 
fadors to rhe 
Pope. 


166. 
| Anno 


Reg 12. 
The Kings 
Edidts againſt 
the Pope and 
his agents, 


him,not onely to forbid the Archb:ſhop his Kingdome, but to be a meanes to the Pope, chat his 
cauſe might not bee fanoured by the Church being ſo contumacions a rebell as he was againft his 
Soneraigne Lora. 

The Kirg of France notwithſtanding this intreaty , fends Frier Francis his Amoyner 
vnder hand to the Pope,to beſcech him,as he tendred the honour of holy Church, and 
the ayde of the Kingdom: of France, to ſupport the cauſe of Thomas of Canterbury, 4- 
gainſt the Tyrant of England. 

King Herry ſends likewiſe with all ſpeed, Roger Archbiſhop of Yorke, the Biſhops of 


Walleric and Henry Fitz Gerrard,to informe the Pope of the whole cauſe, and prevent 
the Archbiſhoppes complaint. The multituce, and greatneſle of the Commiſſi. 
oners ſhewed the importance of the Ambaſſage, and the Kings earneſt deſire ro 
haue his cauſe preuaile, They finde the Pope atthe Cutie of Sens, ro whom, they 
ſhewed how peruers and diſobedient the Archbiſhoppe had behaned himſelfe to his Soneraigne 
Lord the King of England : how hee alone refuſed to obay his Lawes and Cuſtomes, which 
hee had ſworne to doe : and that by bis peeuiſh waywardneſſe, the Church and Kingdome were 
like to be diſturbed, which otherwiſe would = in the reformation thereof, as was fit aud ne« 
ceſſary : and therefore they beſonght him , as bee tenared the peace of the Church of England, 
and the loue of the King therr Soneraigne not to gine credit or grace,to a man of ſo turbulent ,cty 
dangerons 4 ſpirit, 

This Intormation ( notwithſtanding earneſtly vrged )they found mooucd not any 
diſpoſition in the Pope to fauour the Kings cauſe, ſo that in the end,7 hey beſonught him to 
ſend two Legats oner into England , toexamine the particulars of this buſrefſe, ard how it 
bad beene carried : and in the meane time, to adm no other informatics of the cauſe, but refer 
it to their relation, The Pope refuſes toſend any Legat; the commitfioners depart with- 
out any fatisfa&tion. And within foure dayes after, comes the Archbiſhop and pro- 
ftrares himſelfe at the Popes feere:deliuers him a coppie of thoſe Lawes,v- hich the King 
called bis Grandfathers Lawes,which being openly read in the preſence of ll che Cardi- 
nals,Clergie,and many other people, the Pope conderaned them for exer, and accurſed thoſe 
who obeyed or any way fanored them. 

Thoſe Lawes among the Starutes of Clarendon, which the Archbilſboppe ſo much op- 
pugned { and moſt offended the Clergie) were (as by his owne letter ro the Biſhop of 
London appeares) theſe eſpecially : That there ſhould bee no appeale tothe Apoſtolihe Sea 
without the Kings leaue. That no Archbiſhoppe or Biſhoppe ſhonld goe ont of the Realme 
but by the Kings permiſſion. That no Biſhoppe excommmnicate any. who held of the King, 
in Capite; or imterdigt any officiall of his without the Kings leane, ce. That Clergie men 
ſhould bee drawne to ſecular indgements . That Lay men ( as the King and other | ſhould han- 
dle cauſes of the Chnrch,Tythes, and ſuch like, And thele were dangerous incroachments 
ypon theirliberties. 

But now the King, ſecing his Ambaſſageto take no cfte&, ard withall, in a man- 
ner contemned, preſently makes his heauie diſpleaſure, and the ſcorne hee tooke, 
knowe by his ſeuere Edicts,both againſt che Pope, and the Archbiſhoppe, rhar 
they might ſee whar edge his ſecular power had in this- ordayning , That if 
any were found carying Letter, or Mandate from the Pope,or Archbiſhoppe, contayning any 
interdiftion of Chriſtianity in England, he ſhould be taken, and without delay executed as a 
Traytor both to the King and Kingdome.T hat whatſoener Biſhop, Prieſt, Monke,or Conner ſer 
in anie Order , Clerke, or Layman,ſheuld haue andretame any ſuch letters; ſhould forfeit 
all their poſſeſſions, goods, and chattells tothe King, and be preſently baniſhed the Realme with 
their kinne, That no Clergie men, Monke or other ſhout bee permitted 1o paſſe oner Sea, or 
returne out of Normandy ito England, without lerters from the Inſtices here, or from 


| 


Wincheſter, \Londoy, Chicheſter, and Exceſter; Guido Rufus , Richard Inecheſter, and Tohn | 
of Oxford, Clerkes:william Earle of Armzdell, Hugh de Gundemwile, Bernard de Saint | 


turne into the Realme within three moneths, pon paine of for feiting their eſtates to the King, 
That ' 
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the King of France, Gullebert Biſhop of London,and #illiam Earle of Arundel, to increat E. 
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The Life, and reigne,of Henry the ſecond. 


; 


Th. Peter Pence ſhould bee collefted,and ſequeſtred till the Kings pleaſure were farther 
HOWnNe. a 6 
, Belides this,} ee baniſhes all that were found ro bee any way of kinne to the Arch 
biſhop, without exception of condition,ſex,or yeeres, And withall, rakes occaſion vpon 
the Schiſme which was then in the Churchto renounce Pope Alexander,and incline to 
the Emperors faCtion, which Rood thus, 

After the death of Adrian the fourth, Rowland a Geneneſe, and a great enemy ef the 
Empire,is by two and twenty Cardinalls eleted Pope by name of Alexander the third, 
to whico eleRion foure Cardinals oppoſed,and made choyce of Ofauian aCittizen of 
Rome chat would be called Vitor the fift. The Emperor Frederis Barbaroſſs ſurmmons 
theſe rwo Popes toa Councel at Panza,to ynderſtand and determine their right, Alex- 
ander makes the old anſwere, that rhe Pope could not be indged by any man lining refuſes 
ro aPpearc before the Emperour, and withdrawes into Anagnia, Vittor conſents to ap- 
peare there,or whereſoeuer the Emperour would appoint, ſo that, he was the man for 
thar ſide. Bur all the other Princes of Chriſtendomec( except thoſe of the Emperours fa- 
ion ) 2cknowledge Alexander for Pope,as elected by molt voyces. And eſpecially by 
the King of Frarce who called him thither :and at Cocy vpon Loyr,he and the King of 
England receiued him with all honour and reuerence, in ſo much, as they are ſayd.to 
hauc atended vpon his Stirrop,the one, on theright hand, the other on the left ; after 
this,he calls a Councell at Tours, whither the Kings of England, Spaine and Hungaric 
ſend thcir Ambaſſadors, and there,are the conſtitutions of the Councell of Pauia, and 
the Emperours confirmation of /i#or nullified,ſo that Alexander hauing bis party day- 
ly increafivg in Italy, was ſhortly after receiued into Rome, 

Notwithſtanding all this, the King of England finding him ſo auers in this bu- 
finefle, Falls off from him, renounces his Anthority, twrnes to the Emperonrs fattion, 
ſeckes to ſirength himſelfe with the Princes of Germanie, conſents to match his danghter 
Maude #0 the Duke of S2xony, at the motion of Reginald Archbiſhop of Collen, ſent oxer 
by the Emyerour for that purpoſe, and intertaines a motion for another daughter to be matched 
with the Emperonrs ſonne, 

But now, by reaſon this contrary fation to Pope Alexander grew to be bur feeble, 
all this working did the King no good, but exaſperates the Pope, and ſers him 
on rhe more to ſupport the cauſe of the Archbiſhoppe, z#he ſollitites the Clergie of 
Englard threatess,intreats , aditres them not to forſake their hold,nor gine way to the innador 
of their liberties , which ſought to confound the Prieſthood and the Kingdeme : and if they 


> 


| oppoſed not mainely at the fr ſt,but ſuffered the leaſt breach to bee made vpon them, they 


were ondone, Then excammunicates hee all the eſpeciall Miniſters of the King that 
adhered ro the Teeronicque faction, or held intelligence with the Archbiſhop of 
Collen : As John of Oxford, Richard Inecheſter, Richard de Lucze, Toſilin Balliol, Alan de 
Wenile, and with thele all ſuch 2s had entred vpon the goods of thE Church of Canter- 
bury , which heetalled the patrimony of the Cracifix , and the foode of the peore : and 
theſe were Ralph de Brocke, Hugh Saint Clare, and Thomas Fitz. Barnard. Thus arc 
both fides buſted in this drie warre,wherein, though there were no ſword, yer it gaue 
vexation ynough, 

And yetthis was wot allthe worke that tooke vp the Kings time; for during this 
difleation, the Welſh agame reuolr, and to ſupreſſe them he ſpent much labour, with 
the loſſe of many great men, and was himſelfe in that daunger, as had nat Hubert Saint 
Clere recciued a wounde for him, by an Arrow aymed direCtly at his perſon, hee 
had there finiſhed his part, In this expedition hee is ſayd, to haue vſed extreame 
crueltic, 

Afeer this, he paſſes into Normandie to bee neere his buſineſle, which now lay 
all onthar fide. And firſt to entertaine the opinion of Pietie ( rhough hee were falne 
out with the Pope) bee obtaines at an Aſſembly of bis Biſhops and Barons of Nor- 
mandie ,1wopence in the pownd, of enery mans Lands and goods to be payde that yeare 1166; 
and « penny of exery pound to be payde for foure yeares following, which was leuied for the 
[reliefe of the Chriſtians in the Holy warre, and ſent ynto.them, 
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England, 


The Biſhops 
anſwere to the 
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| Then hee raiſes forces and 81kes in certaine Caſtles i the Countrey of AZame, and 
Mar. hes of Briztaigne,from divers Lords and Barons chat had diſobayed him, And 
whilſt he was buſic abroade, Mathew ſonne to the Earle of Flaunders (wio had married 
the Lady Marie Abbeſſe of Ramſey,daughter to King Srephen,and bad by her th;< Coun- 
try of Bologue )uttermpred ſomcerhing on the Coaſt of Exgland,cither to try the affections 
of the people, or to make ſpoyle and booty, bur withouc any ett. & ar all;the King being 
too mighty for any ſuch weake vndertaker. | 

And to diſtead his power yet wider,falls out this occafi»0:Conan Earle of Brittaigne 
dics,and leaues one onely daughter ( which hee had by his wife Conſtance daughter to 
the King of Scots ) to ſucced tim in lus State, The King of Exglard being then in armes 
vypon the Marches of Brittaigne,deales with the Guaraijans ot the yong Ladic ro match 
her co his thitd ſon Geffry . The Nobility of that Country being then of a rough, aud 
haughty diſpoſition(giuen to tewds,and perpernall quarrelling one with another) were 
wrought vponzand a fide is wonne of {ſuch as could doe moſt inthis bulinefſe ; which is 
effeCt:d ro the great con:entationotthe King of England, 

This fell out to be in the 1 3 yearc of his reigne, wherein,as ſome Write,died his Mo- 
ther Maud the Emoreſſe,a Lady of an high and aCtiue Spirit : iluſtrious by her birth, 
bur more by her firſt march, and moſt by her ſon, whom ſhe lived to ſee ettabliſhed in 
all theſe mighty States,in the glory of Greatnefle & Peace: Fertile in ifſuc, having now 
had foure ſons and three daughters, linkes of loue and firergrh (oftentimes mn private 
families) though ſeldome in Princes;and ſhee left him in the belt rune of his daies before 
any great tempeſt ouertooke him, = 

Three yeares after this, hee imployes moſt in France , about the ordering nd clee- 
ring the bounds of his Dominions from vſurpation,or incrochments of i.cighbc ur 
Lords ( whom his greatneflc held all in awe )ard they mult haue no more tucn hee 
would : cſpecial'y hce ſectles and reformes the. State of Britraigne,v hich was much 
our of order, and in mutiny about the late Match; which -being appealcd, 
hee keepes a ſolemae Chriltmas at Nants, and Royally fealts | he Nobi.ine of ihe 
Countrcy. 

They rerurnes he into England, where, left Peace ( by reaſon of his Jong and often 
abſcnce)mighraftlift and corrupt his ſubicRs, he lookes to that Dinine, aud Almighty 
worke of Kings; the adminiſtration of Juftice, appoynting certaine commiſſione: s as 
Syndicqs to examine the abuſes and excefles committed by his Officers, and grieuoully 
puniſhes the Sariefes of the Land,for extortion and bribery. 

His Eaſter;he Keepes at Wmdſor, whither repaires vnto him Filliam King of Scors 
who lately ſucceeded Males tis brother, and brings with him tis younger brocher 
Daxid, both to congratulate the King. of Exglands returne, and alſo continue his claime 
to thoſc peeces.in the North which hee precended to be vniuſty detained from that 
Crowne, The King enterraines him, as hee had done his brother with taire words and 
tells him, How it was not in hs powerto doe any thing therem, without the conſent of the State 
in Parhament; which if hee would attend, there ſhowd bee that comrſe taken , as hee hoped 
might gine hm: ſatisfattion. In expectation whereofthis Kirg came ofcen inco Eng- 
land, and once attended the King in an expedition into France, as his Predecetior had 
done, | | 

Butnow all this while,the wrath of the Church continues, and the clowde hangs 
ſtill ouer bim, dayly threatning the great thunder-bolt, Although it {ſceme the Pope 
ofhimſclfe, was not verie forward to proceede to that extremity, bur would gladly 
have quicted the Archbiſhoppe otherwiſe ; pho ( he fayd ) has raken an ill ries for this 
buſineſſe the Kmg bemg mighty,ard the Church is trouble : and tres fore writes lee b15 Jet- 
ter< to the Biſhops of Lenden,and Hereford willwg them to deale effetinath with the K mg, 
and to a: moniſh bim to deſiſt from entruding vpon the liberures of the Church, and 1a reſtore 
the Archbiſhop to bis Sea and Dignny, 

The Biſhops wiſely anſwere the Popes Letter, in ſubſtance thus : Wee haze 
( fayd they )- done yowr Holineſſe meſſage, and as much as was decent for the Ma- 
teſtis of a King , inſtantly vrged hims to ſatisfie your deſire , made by vs : and if hee bad 
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| nor hath hitherto done, 


The Life, and reigne, of Henry the ſecond. 


erred from the way of truth aud Inſtice \that hee world not delay to returne therennto : that hee 
wonl | not mhubit ſuch as were deſrrons toviſn the Church of Rome, hmder Appeales, oppreſſe 
Churches and Churchmen, or ſuffer others ſoto doe: that he would call home our Father 
the Archbiſhoppe, &c.and perſs/# in the workes of Pietie; that hee by whom K-ngs reigne 
might preſerue wnto him his temporall Kingdome, and gine him an eternall in Heagen: 
and that wnleſſe hee woxuld yeelde to your Holy admonitions , you, who had hitherto 
endured, could in patience forbeare no longer. Beſides, we added rhis cf our ſclues,how 
it was to bee feared, if hee amended not his errours, his Kingdome would not long ſtand, 
nor yes proſper, 

The King receiued your admonitions with manie thankes much Temperance and Modeſtie, 
ard anſweres to enerie point. Firſt hee proteſted that in no ſort be amerted his minde from 
your Holineſle, nor exer purpoſed ſo to doe , but ſo long as you ſhemed bins fatherly Grace, 
hee would laxe you as 4 Father ; reuerence, and cheriſh the Church as bis Mother, And 


hambly obay your ſacred Decrees, ſauing his owne Dignity,and that of his Kingdome: and 
if of late he hath not reſpefted you with any renerence, the cauſe was that , hauing with all his 
affettion, and all bis power flood toyou in your neceſſitic.hee was not anſwered worthily to 
his deſerts wpon his recourſe ts you by his Ambaſſadour, but in enery petition had the re- 
pulſe. Aud for hindring any which are willing to viſit your Holineſle bee anſweres hee willnot, 


But for Appeales, by the ancient cuſtome ofthe Kingdome, Hee chalenges that ho- 
nour , and cumber to himſelfe : that no Clergie man for any cinill cauſe ſhall goe cut of the Land 
till bee hath tried , whether hee may obtaine his right by his Royall Amthority, and Iuftice 


ſtamacke was then to bee wonne, when hee had wonne, and might not bluſh to yeelde, 


his Appeale. Wherein, if any way hee doth preindice Your Honour, hee offers, by the 
belpe of God to corrett it , as it ſhall bee ordered. by the Comncell of the whole Church of 
bis Kingdom. And for the Empperowur , though bee knew him a Schiſmatique, hee nener vn- 
derſiood hee was excommunicate, But if hee be by vs informed thereof , or bathentred 
vnlawfull league with bim, or any other , hee promiſes likewiſe to reareſſe the ſame, by the 
ſaza Eccleſiaſtical Conncell of his Kingdome. And for our Father , the Lord of C anter- 
bury ( hee ſayth) that hee nener expelled him out of his Kingdome, but as hee went out 
of his owne accord," ſo alſs at his pleaſure it was free for him ro returne to his Church in 
peace : pronided, that his Mateſtie might bee ſatisfied concerning thoſe complaints of his, 
and haue bins to obſerus his Royall Dignny. - And 'if it can bee proned, that any 
Church, or Churchman, hath beene oppreſt by the King or any of his, hee is ready to 
make foes ſatisfattion as ſhall bee thought fit by the whole Comncell of the Church of his 
Kin . 

7 his ( (ay they ) wee hane receined in anſwere from our Lord the Kmg, and wiſh wee 
conld hane hadit fully according to your defire » but theſe things we thueght goed to nonifie to 
your Hiphneſſe,that your Diſcretion may perceine what is like to bee the concluſion of this bu. 
ſmneſſe. The *. ing ſtands vpon the inſtification of his owne cauſe, ready to obey the Conncell 
and indgement of the Church of England. Wherenpon wee thought good to beſeech your | 
Highneſſe that you would moderate,for a time that z.cale(which by the fire of the druine Spirit, 
is worthy inkindled, to reuenge any ininry done to the Church of God)and forbeare to pronounce 
any ſentence of interdiftion ,or that laſt indgement of abſciſion whereby innumerable Churches 
may bee miſerably [ubnerted, and both the Kmg and an infinite number of people with him, 
trreuocably ( which God forbid ) auerted from your obedience. 

Then they tell him , That better it were to hane a member bad, then cut off : abſci- 
fron brought deſperation : 4 shilfall Chirsr gion wight reconer an infetted part ,and how it were 
fitter to mploy meanes to heale the wound, then by eutting off a moſt noble part of the 
Church of God, to bring more diſturbance to the ſame that hath too much alreadie. 


Though the King were ferffe, they ought not deſpaire of the grace of God; that a K ings 


when he had ouercome : Patience , and Meckenefſe , muſt pacifie him, &c. And in 
concluſion, wee Fpeake fooliſhly (iſay they ) but yet with all Charitie: if it come to 


| paſſe that the Lord of Canterbury looſe both h1s goods; and line beſides in perpetnall 
H 


at home; which if hee carmot, hee may ( without any hinderance ) when hee will, make | - 


3 exile, 
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Prince Fenry . 
crowned King, 


1170. 
«Anno 


'Reg-lo. 


Beckets ſubmil- 
fion to the 
King. 


exile; and England ( which God forbid ) fall away from your obedience, were ir wo better to 


forbeare for a time, then with ſuch z-zale of ſenernz to foſter vp a party?what if perſecution can. 


not ſeperate many of vs frem you, yet will not there want knees 10 bow to Baal,and receine the 
PallofCanterbury at the hand' of an Iaoll, without choyce of Religion, or Inſtice: neither 
will there was want ſuppliers of our Chayres that will obey him with all denotion, and alrea:y 
many denoure theſe hopes ; wiſhing that ſcanaalls may come, and ſiraight waies bee made 
crooked, 

— an much out oftheir letters , which are the belt peeces of Hiſtory in the world, 
and ſhew vs more of the infide of affaires, then any relations elſc. And by this wee 
truely ſee whar barres kept theſe two mighty powers back from their wills, and yet 
how lowde they threaten, and both afeard ofeachorher. 

Bur the King of England food ſafe ynough, and was like to hauc his buſineſſes runne 
ina ſtrong and entire courſe, when by caſting tro make things ſafer then faſt, hee layes 
open 2 way bothto difioynt bis owne power,and imbroyle his people with diuifion; 
which was by the aſſociation of his ſonne Henry in the gouernment,ar att without exam- 
ple in this Kingdome, and ſtrange that a Parliament, an afſembly of che Stare, conuoked 
for the ſame buſinefle, would inſo wiſe times, conſent to communicate the Crowne,and 
make the Comon.wealth a Monſter with rwo heads. But it ſeemes,the {trong defire of 
the King was ſuch,for the loue he bare his ſonne, as he would not bee dented in this 
motion,nor hold ita ſufficient Security, to haue rwice before cauſed allthe Kingdome to 
rake an Oath of Fealty vnto him, and to haue defigned, vnlefſe he were Crowned King, 
as he was,with all yſuall folemniries the 74 day of [ne 11 70.by Reger Archbiſhop of 
Yorke,and had homage done vnto him that day by the King of Scors, Daxid his bro- 
ther , and all the Nobility of Erg/and. But now with what reſceruations this was done, 


onely bur of Title : and thatthe Father , norwithſtanding this A&t,wasto haue the eſpe- 
ciall manage of the Gouernment,and the Sonne,though a King, yet a Sonne, with a li- 
mited power. Howſoeuer,this young King ſhewed ſhortly rafter, That a Crowne was no 
State to bee made oner mn truſt, and layd-much griefe, and repentance, vpen his Fathers 
forwardneſle. 

What moouecd the King with this precipitation ( to be before hand with his Grave) 
may be deemed,the icalotie he had apprehended by his Mothers example, who for af 
the Oath of Fealtic ſo often taken for ſucceſſmy, was yet pur by ut, through the working 
of the Clergie; and now conſiderwg'in what termes hee ſtood with them, and thart al. 
though he had wonne ſome few Biſhops vnto him, was ſure they loued him not, and 
what they might worke with che people,ii himſclfe ſhouldfaile,made him ouer-doe bis 
worke, 

The King of Frazee,vnderſtanding that his daughter was not Crowned with her huf- 
band(which by reaſon of her tender age was deferred) tooke itill, and threatens King 
Herrythe Father with warre, if it were not preſently done; which cauſes him to make 
more haſte backe againe into Normanare (leauing the yong King in England) to 
fatisfie or preuent this quarreling Prince. 

And whillt he remained there, meanes was made that the Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
( who had beene now fixe yearcs in exile ) was brought to have conference with the 
King,by the mediation ofthe King of France, Theebald Earle of Bloys,rund diuers great 
Biſhops;which the King of Exg/avd was the more willing to accept, in regard hee ſaw 
this breach with the Church might much preiudice bis remporall bufinefles when- 
ſocuer they ſhould breake out : and-how the Archbiſhop continually was working 
the Pope, and all the great Prelates ofthe Chriſtian world 3 gainſt him : which, Hew 


of bodies, was to bee conſidered. And therefore deicends he from the higth of his will 
to his neceſſity, and they meete at Aſontwiriall before the king of France; where the 
Archbiſhop kneeling at the feere of his Soueraigne Lord the king of Eygland, ſayd, 
Hee would commit the whole canſe in controxerfie to his Royall Order, Gods honour onety re- 
ſerued, 


3 


we are nor particularly informed : whether there was an equall participation ofrule, or | 


mmch ſuch a party as ſ wajed the Empire of Sonles might dos in a time of z:cale, againſt a raler | 
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The King (whohad beeneofrten vicd rothar reſeruation) grew into ſome choller, 
and ſays tothe King of Fraxce,and the reſt, what ſoener diſpleaſeth this man hewonld hane 
robe againſl Gods hanowr ,and ſo by that ſhift, will challeng to himſelfe all that belongs ro mee: 
Brat bec 2uſe,you ſhall not thinke me to got about ro reſiſt Gods honour and bim, inwhat ſhall be 
; fir looke what the greateſt & moſs Holy of all his Predeceſſors kane done to the meaneſt of mine, 

tet him doe the ſame tomegard it ſhall ſuffice, Which anſwere being, beyond expeRtati- 
' on, ſo reaſonable, turn'd the opinion of all che company 'to rne Kings cauſe, in ſo much 

as the King of France, {ayd to the Archbifhop,#71! you be greater then Saints? better than 
t Saint Peter ? what can you ſtand vpon ? 1 ſee it is your fault , if your peace bee not made. The 
Archbiſhop replied to this effect :T hat as the anthorny of Kmgs had their beginning by 
Degrees, ſo had that of the Cherch,hich being now by the pronidence of God, come ro that E- 
Fute it was,they were not to follow the example of any, that had beene faint or yeeldmg in their 

laces, T he Church had riſen,and increaſed out of many violent oppreſſions,and they were now to 
kold what it had gotten, Our Fathers ( ſayd he ) ſuffred almanner of affiittions, becauſe they 
world got forſuke the name of Chriſt and ſhall [to be reconciled to any mans fauonr lining, de- 
rogate any thing from bis honour? 

[ his haury reply of a ſubieQro ſo yeelding an offer ofhis Soueraigne, ſo much dif- 
caſted the hearers, as they held the maintenance of his caulſc, rather to proceed from 
oblinacy thenzeale, and with that impreſſion, the conference for thar rime, brake 
vp. But after this, were many other meetings and much debate about the buſineſſe. 
Andthe King of France ( at whoſe charge lay the Archbiſhop all this while ) came to 
another conference with them , vpon the Confines of Normandy : Where, the King 
of England rooke the Archbiſhop apart, and had lang fpeech with hins; twice they alighted 
from their horſes twice remonnted , and twice the King held the Archbiſheps bridell,and ſo a- 
| garne they part , prepared for an atonement, but not concluding any, In the end by media- 
tionofthe Archbiſhop of Rouen, the matter is quictly ended b<fore the Earle of Bloys, 
at Amboys.And thereupon-Herry the father,wrires ro Henry the ſon,being then in Eng- 
land,in this wiſe: Know yee that Thomas Archbiſhop of Canterbury hath mage peace with 
me ( to my will ) and therefore 1 charge youthat hee and all his, hae peace : and that you cauſe 
to be reſtored unto him.and to all ſuch ( as for him) went ont of England, all their ſubſtances, 
in as frell and honourabie manner ,as they held iz, three monethes before their going, ec, And 
thus by this Jetter we {:e,in which King, the command lay. 

The Archbiſhop returning into Erglard( not as one who had ſought his peace, 
bur inforced it )J with larger power ro his reſolutionthen before, Suſpends by rhe Popes 
Bull, the Archbiſhop of Yorke from all Epiſcopall Office, for crowning che young King within 
the Proumce of Canterbury,w:thout his leaue , and agamſt the Popes commandement : and 
without taking ( according to the cuſtome ) the Cantionary Oath, far conſervation of the lber- 
ties of the Church, He brought alſo other letters.ro ſuſpend inlike manner, The Bybops 
of London,Salisbury, Oxford, Cheſter, Rochelter,Saint Aſaph, avd Landaf,, for doing 
ſernice at the Coronation, and vpholding the Kings cauſe againſt him; And by theſe Letters 
were they all ro remame ſuſpended, Lill they had {atisfied the Archbiſhop in fo much as 
he thought:fit, | 

Thus corerurne liome, ſhewed rhathee had the better of the time, and came all vn- 
tied, which ſoterrifted the biſhops that preſently ( bauing no other refuge) they repaire 
tothe King in Normanay, and ſhew him this violent proceeding of the Archbiſhop, 
How fince his retterne hee was growne ſo imperiens as there was nolining vnder him. "N here- 
with the King was {o much mooued, as hee is fayd in extreame paſſion to haue veite- 
| red theſe words; (7 what a miſerable State am I, that cannot be qniet, in mine owne King- 
dome, for one onely Prieſt ? is there no man will ridde mee of this trouble, Whereupon ( they 
report)foure Knigats,Sir Hugh Meruille,Sir William Tracy Sir Richard Brittaine,and Sir 
Rayneld Fitz Yrs (then attending vpon the Kirg, and geffivg his defire by his words) 
departpreſently into England, to bec the vnfortunate executioners ofthe ſame; bur 
by ſome it ſeemes rather, cheſe foure gentlemen were ſenc with Commiſſion from the 
King to deale withthe Archbiſhop in another manner, And firſt to wiſh hin to rake 
| his Oath of Fealty to the young Km : then to reſtore theſe Biſhops ro the execution of their 
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funition : and thirdly, to beare himſelfe with more moderation in his place, whereby the 
Church might haue comfort vpon his returne,and the Kingdome quictneſſe. 

Bur they finding the Arch-biſhop not anſwering their humor, bur peremptory,8 vn- 
tractable, without regarding their Maſters meflage,grew into rage, & firſt from threat- 
ning force,fell ro commir ir,and that in an execrable manner : pucting on their :rmor 

to make the matter more hideous)they entred into the Church, whicher the Arch-bi- 
hs was with-drawn,the Monks at Diuine Seruice;and there cailing him Traitor, and 
furiouſly reuiling him, gaue him many wounds,and at length ſtrake out bis braines, that 
with bis bloud beſprinkled the Altar, His behaviour in this aCt of death, his courage to 
rake it: his paſſionate committing the cauſe ofthe Church, with his ſoule to God, and 
his Saints: the place, the time,the manner, and al] aggrauates the hatred of the deed, 
and makes compaſſion,and opinion,to beon his fide. 

The vnfortunate Gentlemen( hauing effeRcd this greac ſeruice, rifled the Arch-bj- 
ſhops houſe; and after waighing the foulcneſſe of what they had committed, and doubt- 
full whether the King, though they had done him a great pleaſure, would ſceme fo ro 
acknowledge it )withdrew themſelues into the North parts; and from thence purſued, 
fled into ſeuerall Countreys, where they all within foure yeares after ( as is reported ) 
died miſerable Fugitiues, 

Sooneranne the rumor of this deed,with full mouth ouer all the Chriſtian world,cue- 
ry pen that had paſſion,was preſently ſet on worke. The King of France ( himſclte ) 
informes the Pope ofthe whole manner; with aggrauaation of the foulcneſſe thereof, 
and incites himrto vſe the moſt exquiſit puniſhment he could, To vnſheath Peters ſword, 
torexenge the death of the Martyr of Canterbury whoſe blowd cries ont for all the Church,and 
whoſe dine glory was already rewealed in miracles. 


| Theobald Earle of Bloys,a greatand graue Prince ( elder brother to King Stephen) 
ſends likewiſe his information to the Pope, and ſhewes him, how hee was at the peare- 
making betweene the King of England awd this blefſed Martyr : and with what a cheerefull 
countenance with what willingneſſe the king confirmed the agreement, granting him power tov e 
his authority as it ſhould pleaſe the Pope & him againſt thoſe Biſhops, which bad contrary tot 
right, dignity of the Church of Camerbury, preſumed to imrude the new King into the 
Royall throne. And this he would inftifie by bis Oath,or howſoener : and im this peace (ſaith he) 
the man of God doubting nothing, puts bis necke under the ſword : this innocent lambe the mor- 
row vpou Saint Innocents day, ſuffered Martyrdeme : the in/t bloud was ſhed,where the ſhot of 
our ſalnation,the bloud of Chriſt is offered, And then : how Court dogges, the Kings familiars 
and domeſtichs,were hrs miniſters to execute this horrible aft,concluding with an exhortation 
likewiſe of renenge. SITS 
Bur Fillam Arch-biſhbop of Sexs comes with a more maine outcry, as if hee would 

wake the Pope, were he neuer ſo dead aſleepe : and tels him, how hee was appointed oner 
Nations ,and Kingdoms to bindtheir Kings in fetters and their Nobles with manacles of iron: 
that all power both in Heauen and Earth was ginen to his Apoſtleſhip : bids him looke how the 
Bore of the wood had rooted vp the Vineyard of the Lord of Saboath, &c.and all, inthat moſt 
pewerfull phraſe of boly writ. And after, hauing bitterly inucyed againlt the King, ves 
theſe words : It imports you,O moſt milde keeper of the walles of leruſalem, to revenge that | 
which is paſt, and pronide for the futxere What place ſhall be ſafe,if the rage of tyranny ſhall im- 
brew the Saui&ta Sanforum with bloud,and teare in y_ the Vice- gerents of Chriſt the foſter 
children of the Church, without puniſhment ? Arme therefore all the Eccleaſiaſticall power you 
mAay,Heoe ; 4 

Such and ſo great was the vprore ofthe Church, raiſed ypon theſe motiues, as not- 
withſtanding the -W of England (then the greareſt Prince of all the Chriſtian world) 
umployed che molt eſpecjall men could be chofenin ali his Dowinions , for reputation, 


S 


learning and indgement,to declare his innocencie to the Pope:to vowe and proteſt that he was ſo 
farre from willing ſuch a deed to be done,as he was from doing it himſelfe 4 how grienonſly he 
tooke the matter when he heard thereof, yer {o decpe was the impreſſion ſerled before hand, 
and his name made ſo odjous at Rome, as not onelythe Pope denied Audience to his 
Ambaſſadors,but cucry Cardinall, and all other his Miniſters,refuſed to haue any cone | 


ference 
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| had an intention thetof, cuer fince the ſecond yeare of his reigne, in which hee ſent 


eee, 


The Life,and Reigne, of Henry the ſecond. 


ference with them. Which, with the hard paſſage they had in going thither, by the 
many dangers and reſtr2ints they endured, and now the contempe they tound there, did 
( as they fignified to the King) much diſcourage them, Yer for all chis were there thoſe 
broue Spirits among them ( as great Princes haue alwaies great Miniſters )that never 
gaue over Working to cleere their maiſters honour,by Apologies , remonſtrances, and 
all whatſoeuer wit could deuiſe : and dealt fo, as they kept off the great confounding 
blow of the higheſt Cenſure, though ic were cuery day rhreatned and expeCted, 


And hauing( by gravely vrging the miſchiefes, might follow in the Church; if a | 


King of ſo grear aStategand ftomacke, ſhould bee driven to take deſperate courſes ) 
oiu2n ſome pawſe,and allay tothe firſt heare; chey timed ir our all thac Spring, and a 
oreat part of the next Sommer; when, although they could giue the King no great 
jecuri-y, yet they aduertiſe himof hope. Bur the ſending of rwo Cardinals a Latere; 
Gratiarns and Vinianus downe into Normandy,did exceedingly vexe him, For they 
were rough againſt him, and wonld haue interdited him, and his Dcminions : but 
being forewarned of their comming and intention, hee appeales to the preſence 
of rhe. Pope, and ſo pur off that trouble, Returni-g out of Normandie,ivto England, 
hee giues r:& commandement, T hat no briefe- carrier of what condition or order ſoe- 
wer, without ging 266d ſecurity for his behamonr to the King, and Kingdome, bee ſeifred 
zo paſſe the Seas. 

Norwithſtanding all rhe vexation the Church put this King into, hee 1-ft nothing 
yndone that concerned the aduancement of his affaires, but as if now the rather, to 
ſhew his power and greatneſle,takes this time for an exp<Ccition into Jreland ( hauiig 
commanded a Nauie of foure hundred ſhippes to bee ready at AMulford Hamer tot the 
tranſportation of Men, Victuals,and Armour ):nd fſers foorth Jn the-beginning of No- 
wember, an voſeaſonable time, both for thoſe Seas, and the invaſion of a Countrey 
not well knowne.Burt the bufineſſe ( it ſeemes) was well prepared fro him, hauing 


4 ſolemne Amb.:ſſ.ige toPope Adrianthe fourth, to craue lraue for the ſnhdument of that 
Country uuder pretence of reducmg thoſe rude people from their vicious faſhions to the fayth 
and way of truth. Which the Pope willingly granted, and returnes the Ambaſſadours, 
with an autenrticall conceſſion thereof in writing, to this effett, Firſt ſhewmg how law- 


The Conqueſt 
of ltelan$ 


dable a thing it was,and how fitting the magnificence of ſo mighty a King, to propagate his 


yon ame on Earth .and heape vp reward of eternall fcl:city in Heauen, by extending the | 
ounds of the Church, reducing rude and vnlettered people from their vicious manners, to the | 


veritie of the Cbri/i tan faith,and cimilitie. And then giues him power to inuade the ſame and ts 
execute whatſocuer ſheuld be tothe Honour of God, and good of the Connrey, with veſer- 


uation of Church-rigits,and Pecter-pence{a penny of cuery houle yearely which he had 
promiſed by his Amba idors)and ſo concludes with an exhorration to plant men of good 
and ex:mplar life in the Clergie, cc. | 

But ric Kg archar time, hauing other occaſions,left off the purpoſe of this,which 
comes now cf lace to be againe imbraced by this meanes : Dermot Mac Mearrgh one 
of the fiue Kings which then ruled that Iſland, comes vato him into Agzitaine to craue 


his ayde againft Rodorick rhe Great , called O Conor Dan, Kirg of Connaught who, | 
cotendipg for the Soucraigntie of. the whole, had chaced him our of his Dominion of 
Lemſ*er. | 

Tne King of England ( glad to finde a doore thus opened to his intention; that | 
mioht yeeli paſlage of it ſelfe without being broken vp ) intertaines this eieCted King 
with promiles of ayde : and though he could nor as then furniſh him, being ing:ged 
in other great affaires,he yer permits ſuch of his ſubieRs as would, ro aduenture thicir 
fortunes with him, Burt the occaſion of difſention' betweene theſe two Iriſh 
Kings was indeed fowle on the part of Dermot, who had berrwprea, and ftolne away the ' 
wife of Rodoricke;ard for that odious minry with his minſtice to bis people ( the common cauſes 
of rumirg and transferring Kingdomes) hee was by firong hand chaced out of his Domi- 
nion of Lemſter; and thereupon makes our for forraine- aide- And ( hauing thus delt 


with the King of England) he berakes him into pales,where firit ke wrought one Robert 


Fitz; 


[ 


Der mot com- 
plains aginft 
0 Conor to 
King Henry. 


Dermets offen- 
Ch 


þ 
© 22 


. RESIN PRE ny OI 
: pi - w 1 i 
J ppg lee wer wenn pt om, pry nr og ee on q LOS. od onde? Sant x ha ens 
£ « he fe =N ES SES _ EIN 5 8s 
= - 04} > Th 4 "x « - ” = Y 
"> & I» * 274 by "PE: "IC a "4, nk - og þ. 
© Io2 | ou - g * - s- { p Ion” ot ny 

Fs”. - SIR - $3 9 ae DIE! ELD xrxH ay, yo Y 


The conqueſt 
of Ireland. 


Triginta Milt. 
tibss. 


The begin- 
ning of May. 


II70. 


eAnno 


Reg.16 ; 


The Life, and reigne, of Henry the ſecond. 


Fits Stephen ,a man of a deſperate fortune ( yer able to draw many voluntaries ) ro con- 
tra&t with him : and afterward Richard ( of the houſe of Clare) ſurnamed Strong-bow, 


| Earle of Pembroke, commonly called ( ofhis chiefe ſeate in Monnonth ſhire) Earle of 


Chepſtow,or Strigil,3 Lord of high courage and worthinefle, which made hun well tol- 
lowed,and of great poſſeſſions both in England, and Normandie, which gaue him 
meanes for his entertainerwents. Fits Stephen was perſwaded by promiſe of rich rewards; 
The Earle,of marriage with Exe the daughter of Dermor,and the ſucceſſion of the King- 
dome of Lemſter. 

Fits Stephen with 7Aawrice Fits Gerard, his halfe brother by the mother, paſſed ouer 
firſt wich a ſmall company,and landed at the place called by the Iriſh Bagg bn, which in 
Engliſh ſignifies Holy , and therefore interpreted as preſaging good ſuccetle, whereof this 
rime retainesyet the memory, At the head of Bagge and Bun, Ireland was loſt and worne, 
And the next Jay after arrined at the ſame place, AMawrice de Prendergaſt, with other 
men at armes,and many Archers in two ſhips, parcell of Fits Stephens forces which from 
thence marched to the Citty of Weiſhford , with Banners diſplayed,in ſo ſtrange a forme 
and order ( though their number were not foure hundred ) as the rh ynacquainted 
with ſo vnuſaall a face of warre , were ouercome with feare, and rendred vp them- 
ſelues ro cheir mercy with their Citry of Weiſpferd, which with the Countrey abour 
was giuen by Dermot to Rebert Fits Stephen, for an encouragement ro him,and ho 
to others. | And there was planted the firft Colonic ot the Engl, which euer 
fince bath continued , retaiaing ſtillin a ſort our ancient attire, and much of our lan- 
ouage,proper onely to that Cirty and Countrey about, and called by a diſtin name, 
Weisford ſpeech. | 

The next yeare are new ſupplies ſent out of Wales, and after, ypon intelligence of 
good ſucceſle,the Earle of Pembrok ariues in the Bay of Waterford with two hundred 
men atarmes and a thouſand other ſouldiers, takes the towne, which was then called 
Porthlarge,purs the inhabitants to the ſword (to giue terror to gthers, and make roome 
for his owne people ) and there Dermor, gives him his daughter in marriage, with the 
dowry of his Country,which, after his wickednefſe had vndone, hee liued not ro ſee 
more yeares (hauing had too many by this) and dies miſeraby,leauing the Stile of Niw- 
gal( which Ggnifies ) the ſtrangers friend, added to his name in memory of his \nnaturall 
torſaking his owne Nation, 

Strongbow, after hauing ſecured the places gotten, marches with thoſe ſmall forces he 
had ouer the I{land without reſiſtance. Redoricke the Great ( ſhewing himſclfe bur a lit- 
Lle Prince) kept in the Fildes and faſtnefles of Conmmengbt,and neuer came to appeare be- 
tore the enemy; who p3ſsing through the Country ar his pleaſure, rakes what pledges he 
would of the inhabitants to ſecure their obedience,and with as little labour poſſeſt him- 
ſelfe of the Cirie of Dxblin the head of the 1{land. 

Thus Fales got vs firſt the Realme of [reland, and ( which is moft Rirange ) without 
ſtroke of battaile: a thing ſcarce credible,that a Country ſo populous, a Nation of that 
diſpoſition,ſhould not if vp a hand to defend it ſelfe, having,it ſeemes, either neg- 


| leted the vie of Armer,or elſe neuer beene acquainted with them( other chen ina na- 


ked manner of domeſticke fight one with another) whereby, the terror of ſtrange, and 
neuer before ſcene forces in order of warre, layd them proſtrate to the mercy of the 
Owner-rumer. 

Bur the Kivg of England aduertifed of the _ erous ſucceſſe of theſe Aduenturers 
and the eſtate of the Country grew in iealouſie of them, thinking they preſumed faither 
then their ſubieRion would allow, and would make themſelues that which they mult 
be made by him, and take away the glory of the worke that ſhould bee only his; cauſes 
proclamation to be made - That no veſſel ſhonld carry any thing ont of his Dominions into 
Ireland, and that all his ſubrefts ſhonld returne from thence and lean off their attempts ther- 
wiſe to forfeit their Eſtates at home, And withall ſends ouer Willam Fitz, Adelm, and Ro- 
bert Fitz, Bernard with ſome forces to pr=pare the way for him who followed ſhortly af- 
ter,and lands eight miles from p/aterfordthe Eue of Saiat Lake Anno 1172, being the 
third ycarc after the firſt /nua/ion made by Fitz, Stephen. 
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The Life, and reigne, of Henry the ſecord. 


At his firſt ianding, a white Hart ſtarting out of a buſh was taken, and preſented to 
him,interpreted as aprelage of a white yiftory: The next day hee marches to Wa- 
terford where he ſtaicd fifteene dayes; and thither came to him of their owne accord, the 
Kings of Corke, Limricke, Oxery, Meth and all of any power in [reland(cxcepr Rodericke 
King of Comanght,who till kept himſelfe in the faftnefle of his Countrey)and ſwbmit- 
ted themſclues with all the Clergie , taking their Oath of Fealty to him,and the young King, and 
their Succeſſors for ener ; {o theſe deuided Princes holding no common Covncell for the 
pong lafry:cather then to ioyne thoſe hands that had ſo often ſcratched each other, 


ſeruitude who ſhould be firſt to receive a forraine maitter. 

From Waterford the King goes to Dublin, where, hee holds an Aflembly of all cheſe 
ſ\ubie&t Kings,with the Lords Spiritual, and Temporall of Treland,ftor the further rati- 
fication of their allegiance,and the ordering and reformation of the State. Which done 
hee cauſes the Biſhops with the Clergie there to aſſemble at Cafſell, and appoints an 
eſpeciall Chaplaine of his owne, with the Archdeacon of Landaffe to be affiſftants and 
aduiſors vnto them for reformation of Church-buſinefles, which ſeemes:to:haue beene 
as diſordred as the people. For though the Iriſh had beene long before Cariftians , ic 
was after a wilde and mixt faſhion, and therefore,according to his promiſe made to the 
late Pope,and to doa workepleaſing to the preſent,it was decreed, That all Church-lands 
ſhould be free from the exattion of ſecular men > and that from thencefoorth, all Dinine things 
ſhould be ordered and vſed mmenery part of Ircland according to the manney of the Chnrch of 
England, being fit (as ſaith che Cannon ) that as Ireland hath by Gods mercy obtained a 
Lora and King out of England. fo from thence they ſhould receine a better forme of life , and 
manners ,then beretofore they uſed. 

His Chriſtmaſſe he keepes at Dublin,where he royally feaſts all his Kings & great men 
of the Countrey ; the reſt of his being there hee _—_ in fortifying and planting 
Garriſons where molt need required : he makes: Hugh Lacy Iuſtice of all /reland, giues 
him the keeping of Dabli*, arid beſides confirmed .vnto: him and his heires , by his 
Charter, the Gountrey of Methro hold the ſame in Fee, forthe ſeruice of a hundrerh 
Knighrs : he beſtowes on Robert Fits Bernardthe keeping of the Townes of Waterford 
j and Weisford (which he tooke from Fits Stephen the firſt inuador) with charge to build 
Caliles inthem; and to humble che Earle” Srromgbow and leuell him wich the: reſt of his 
ſubiects,he takes from him all his dependams,and makes them his, 

So was it but his winters worke to get a Kingdome, which though thus eaſily won,it 
proued more difficult,and coltly in the keeping, by reafon the proſequution of a ful eſta- 
bliſhment thereof was neither by him or his tucceſſors(hauing other dwertments) euer 
- | throughly accompliſhed. ; 

On Eaſter monday he ſets out for England, where he makes no ſtay, bur rakes the 
young King along in his company, and pafles ouer into Normandy to meete other two 
Legates (Thbeodinus and Albertns) who were ſent from Pope Alexander (but in milder 
faſhion thenthe laſt)ro examine rhe murther of the late Arch-biſhop Becket. Foure 
moneths were ſpent in debating the marter;and in the end, the King by bis Oath ra- 
ken vpon the Reliques of Saints, and the holy Euangelifts, before the two Legates 
in the preſenceof King Henry theſon, che Arcb-biſhop of Rewer, and allthe Biſhops, 
and Abbots of Normandy in the Citty of Awranches purged himlclfe,of either comman- 
ding,or conſenting to the murcher. Yet for that hedoubted leſt they who committed 
the | con might be moued thereunto by ſeeing him difturbed,and in pafſion : hee tooke 
the ſame Oath; that in ſatisfaQion thereof; hee would faithfully performe theſe Articles 
following: Firſ?,nener to forſake Pope Alexander , vor bis Catholicke Smcceſſors,ſo long as 
they vſed him as a Catholicks King. Secoudly,That Appeales ſhonld freely be made to the Pope, 
in cauſes Eccleſiaſtical. Prouided,thar if any were tuſpeRed , ro worke euill cohim , or 
his Knedome, they ſhould then put in ſecurity before they departed.»'Thirdly, That he 
would (from Chriſtmas next for three yeares to come )wndertake the Croſſe,and the ſommer fol- 
lowmg ,m per ſon go ts leruſalem,v»leſſe he were ſtayed by the Pope or his Succefſors,or implay< 


ell all from thewſelues,and with the ſame emulation they had inlibercie,ſtroue for their | 
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| Both Kings 
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| Andyet 48. yeares after this, ſaith the . French Hiſtory, it was diſputed among the 


money into the Templars hands,as by their opinion would entertame two hundreth ſouldiers in the | 


Holy warre fr one yeare. Fiftly,call home all ſuch as had endgred baniſhment for the Arch-bi- | 
ſhop. Sixtly,Reſtore his poſſeſſions, Sexenthly and laſtly, aboliſh all ſuch cuſtomes as in his time 
had beene introduced to the preindice of the Church, Aftcr himſelfe had ſworne, hee cauſed 
King Herry his fonne to {weare to all theſe Articles, except ſuch as concerned his 
owne perſon. And for a more Memory in the Roman Church, hee cauſed his Seale to 
be ſer vnto them, withthat of the two. Cardinals, So ended this tedious bulineſle, 
that made more noyle inthe world, then any he had, 2nd bowed him more: beeing 
his ill fortune, to grapple with a man of that free reſolution as made his ſufferings, 
bis glory : had his ambirion, beyond this world; ſer vp his reſt, not to yeeld to a King; 
was onely ingaged to his cauſe; had opinion, and beliefe, to take his part : Which fo 
much preuailed, as the King ſecking to maifter him, aduanced him; a!) now 18 hee 
faine to kneele, and pray to his Shrine, whom hee had diſgraced in his perſon; and ha- 
uing had him aboue his will, whileft heliued, hath him now ouer his Faith, being dead, 


Doctors of Paris, whether he were damned or faued : And one Roger a Norman main- 
tained ,he had iultly deſerued death, for rebelling againſt his Soucteigne, the Miniſter 
of God. 

To make the better way to the ending of this buſinefle, and content the King of 
France; Henry the fon. is againe Crowned, and with him Afargaret is wiſe, with 
permiſhon ſhortly after, ro goe viſite' Paris; where, this young King, apt inovgh 
(though nor to know himſelfe ) yer ro know his Stare, received thoſe inſtructions as 
made his ambition quite rurne off his obedience, and conceiue, How to be a King, was 
to be a power abone and vndenideable. 

And tofutther the birth of this apprehenſion, fell our this occaſion, The Father 
euer awake to aduance his greatnefle,takes a iourney in perſon into Awergnia,and ſo 
to Monferrato; and there purchaſes a miatchfor the price of fiue thouſand Markes,for his 
yongeſt ſonne /obn,with Ale the eldeſt daughterof Hwbert,Earle of MMawriens (then 
a it ſeemes )Lord of Piement and Saxcy, with condition to haue with her the inheri- 
rance of all thoſe Countryes, containing many great Signories, Cities, and Caſtles, 
ſpecified in Roger Hoxeden,with all the circtmſtances,and couenants, very remarkeable, 
ofthe contract. So vnto greatneſle ( that cafier increaſes then begins ) is added more 
meanes,and cuery way opens to this-aQtiue, and powerfull King aduantages of State, 
in ſo much,as the King of France was even ſurrownded with the power, and dependan- 


ces of this mightie King of England, whoſe fortunes moſt ofallche neighbour Princes | 


(which ſubſitt by other,then their owne power) now follow, And being returned from 
cocluding this Matchin Piemont,there comes vnto him lying at Limoges, Raymond Earle 
of Saint Gyles (by whom was giuen the firſt affront he had in France )now to doc ho. 
mage vnto him for the Earledome of Tholonſe: and there became rhe man of the 
King of Englaxd, and of his ſonne RichardEarlc of Poiftos, ro hold Tholenſe from them 
( by bereditary right ) for ſervice of comming ynto them vpon their ſomoone, and re- 
mayning in their teruice tortie dayes at his owne charge: and if they would entertaine 
him longer,to allow him reaſonable expenſes. Beſides,the Earle ſhould pay yearely, 
for Thclouſe,and the appertinances,a hundred markes of filuer, or ten Horſes, worth ten 
Markes a peece, 

Abour the ſame time alſo came the Earle Hwbert to Limoges ( to know what Land 
the King of Evgland would aſſure his ſon John) who retolucdto giue vnto him the 
Caſtles of Chinon, Lodwn and Afirabell, Wherewith King Herry the ſon grew much 
diſpleaſed , and here mooued his Father, eitker to refigne vnto him, the Dutchie of 
Normandie, the Earledome of Amios,or the Kingdome of Exglaxd for his maintenance; 
in which motion, hee was the more egar being incenled by rhe King of France, and 
the diſcontented Lords, both of Exgland , and Normandie, who were many, and 
falne, or wrought from the Father, ypon new hopes, and the aduantage of a deuided 


Soueraignty. 
And though there were many other occaſions of this defetion of the ſonne, from 
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The Life,and reine,of Henry the ſecond. 


the Father; yer, that this for theſe Caſtles ſhould firſt bee raken ( may ſeeme to 
bee the worke of Gods eſpeciall iudgement ) being thoſe peeces, which himſelfe 
had taken from his owne brother Geffrey , contrary to his Oath , made ynto his Fa- 
ther as is before related : ſo (asf to tell injuſtice, that it mutt bee duely repayed) 
the ſame Caſtles are made to bring miſchiefe ypon him, and to giue a beginning 
to the foiwlelt diſcorde that could bee : wherein hee had not oncly the Children 
of his owne bodice, but the Wife of his bedde to conſpire , and praCiſe againſt 
him. 
For , hereupon the ſon ſodainely breaking away from the Fathercame to Pars, 
vhere,che King of France (who had no other meanes to preuent the ouergrowing of 
ancizhbour bur to deuide him; ſo:nmons and folicites - the Princes of France, and 
all the frigads ke could make,to ayde King Henry the ſon againlt the father, and to 
take their Oath , either to diſpoſſes him of his Eſtate , or bring him to their owne con:4itions. 
The yourg King likewife {weares vnto them , IVexer to hame peace with his father with- 
out their conſents , and al! ſweares to gine unto Philip Earle of Flanders,far his ayae, a thou- 
ſand pods Engliſh by the yeare with the County of Kent, Douer, aud Rocheſter Calties : To 
Matne'v Earle of Bologne brother to the ſayd Earle for his ſernice, Kerton Soak m 
Lindfſey,the Earldome of Morton with the Honour of Heize : To Theobald Earle of Bloys 
two hundred pounis by yeare in Aniou : the Caſtle of Amboys with all the right he pretended 
in ['urcinc &c. And all thele Donations with diuers other , he confirmed by ti; new 
Seal:ywhich the King of France cauſed to be made, Beſtdes,by the ſame Seale, He con- 
firmed to the King of Scots, for his ayde,all Northumberland wnto Tyne : and gave 19 the 
brother of the ſame King, for his ſerwite,the Earldomes of Huntingdon, and Cambridec, To 


Leiceſter,Hugh Earle of Chetter , Roger Mowbray &c- ha4lkewiſe their rewards and 
promiſes of the Lions Skin,that was yet ale, 


Behdes,they draw into their partie Richard,and Geffrey : whoſe youths (apt to bee 
wrought on , for increaſe of their allowance ) are cabily intifed ; and with them their 
mother inraged with iealofie,and diſdaine for her husbands concemed abuſes of her 
bed.So that,this greet King inthe middeſt of his glory,about:the rwentieth yeare of his 
reigne, comes ſodainely forſaken of his owne people, and is drwen through diltruſt ro 
hire, andentertaine ſtrange forces; procuring twenty thouſand Brabanſons ( which 
were certaine Mcrcenaries commonly cailed the Rours or Colſterels) for the recouery 
and holding of his Eſtate. And ſome few faichfull Miniſters hee had (notwithſtanding 
this generall defeQtion) who took: firmly to him : as Fillam Earle Mandenile, Hugh de 


(@] 


Lacy, Hugh de Beauchamp,Cfc. nth - 

Buthowſoener we haue ſcene the beſt of this Kings glory;and though he had afcer 
chis,vood ſucceſles, hee had nenerhappineſle : labour hee did. by all meanes to haue 
qualified rhe heate of his diſtempercd ſon , by many mediations of peace : oftring all 
conuenient allowances for his Eſtate, bur ell would not preuaile : his ſword is drawne, 
and with him the King of France with all his forces enters vpon his territories on that 
fide the Sea ; on this the King of Scots ſeizes vpon Northumberland; and makes great 
ſpoyles. The old« King complaines to the Emperour, and all the neighbour Princes 
bis tends of the vnnaturall courſes ofhis ſon,and of his owneimprouident aduancin o 
bioL//Ham King of Sicile writes,and condoles his misfortunes,but lay roofarre of to 
helpe him, be 

Ne King of France beſieges Yernowl a place of greatſtrength, and importance, 
which Hoh de Lacy,and Hugh de Beauchamp valiantly defended, ard afrera moathes 
ficge,they of the rowne (victualls tayling ) obtained truce of the King of France and 
permiſſion to ſend vnto their Soueraigne for ſuccour , Which if it came net within 
three daies , they wonld render the Citty , and in the meane time their hoſiages, The pe- 
remptorieday was the Eue of Saint Lawrence. - . The King of France with King - Henry 
the bh and with dwers great Lords and Biſhops ſwore , if they rendred che Cuty 
at the day appointed,their hoſtages ſhould bee redeliuered , and no dammage done to 
the Cirtie, | 


the Earle Hugh Bigot the Caſtle of Norwich : other Earles of England,as Robert Earle of | 
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King Henry the Father with all the forces he could make came iuſt ar the limitted day; 
diſpoles his Army to ſtrike barraile with his enemies; bur the King of France to 
auoyde the ſame,ſends the Archbiſhoppe of Sexs, and the Earle of Bloys ro mediate a 
parle,which was appointed the morrow : this day loſt, lolt Yerzoul. For,to the mor- 
row Parle, the Kiny of France neirher comes, nor ſends; bur had entrance into the 
Towne(according to couenants ) which contrary ro his Oath, he ſackes, rakes with 
him the hoſtages, and ſpoyle thereof : remoues his Campe, and leaues the King of 
England diſappointed; who thatnight , after hauing perſued the flying Army with 
ſome ſpoyle, enters into /ernonl!, and the morrow furpriſes Dannile a Caltle of bis ene- 
mics, with many priſoners. Thence he goes to Rewer whence , hee ſent his Braban- 
ſons into Brittaine againſt Hugh Earle of Cheſter , and Ralph Falgiers , who had poſleſt 
themſelues almoſt of the whole Country ; but being not able torefilt che Kings for- 
ces in the field , they with allche great men in thoſe parts, and thae fide of France 
recouercd the Caſtle of Dole ; where, they fortified and kept themſelues, till King 
Henry che Father came in perſon, beſieged and tooke irzand with them,about foure ſcore 
Lords, men of name and action. Whereupon all the.reſt of the Countrey yeelded 
themſelues. 

This overthrow being of ſuch import,ſfo terrified che adverſarics, as they nego. 
tiare a Peace, and a Parle is appointed betweene Gzſors and Try, wherein the King 
of England(thovgh he had the better of the day) condeſcended to make offer to his 
ſon of halfe the renennes of the Crowne of England,with fonre connenient Cal/les therein, or 
if hee had rather remaine in Normandy, halfe the renexnes thereof , and allthe renenues of 
the Earledome of Aniou &c. To his ſon Richard hee offers halfe the renennes of Aqui- 
raine,and forre Caſtles in the ſame, ToGefficy, the Land that ſhouldcome wnto h1mby the 
daughter of the Earle Conon, Befides, bee ſubmitted himſelfe to the arbitration of the Arch- 
biſhop of Tarento, andthe Popes Legares , to adde any allowance more as in their mndgements 
ſhould be held fit, reſeruing varo Fimſcife his Inſtice and rojall power : which yeclding 
grants,{hewed how much he deſired this peace. 

But it was not in the purpoſe of the King of Fraxce , that the ſame ſhould take 
effeR: forſuch peruerſneſſe and indignitic was offered to King Henry in this Treaty, 
as Robert Earle of Leiceſter is ſayd co haue reprochet him to his face, and offered 
ro draw his {word vpon him; ſo that, they brake off in turbulent manner , and their 
troupes 2" preſently to bickering berweene Curteles, and Giſors, but the French had 
the worſe, | 

The Earle of Leirefter with an Army makes oner into England, is receiued 
by Hwgh Bigot into the Caſtle of Fremingham, Richard de Lucy chiefe Tuftice of 
England, and Humfrey Bohun the Kings Conſtable , being vpon the borders of Scot- 
lard , hearing thereof, make truce with the King of Scots. And haſte to Saint 
Edmonsburie where the Earles of Cornwall, Gloceſter , and Armndell toyne with them; 
they encounter the Earle of Leice/er , ata place called Farnham, ouerthrew bis Ar- 
wy, {lue tenne thouſand Flemings ; reoke him, his Wife, and diters oreat priſo- 
ners,which werc ſentynto the King in Normandie ; who, with his Army was not 
there idle , bur dayly got Caſtles, and Forts from his Enemies , vntill Winter con- 
ſtrained borh Kings to rake truce till Eaſter following : and the like did the Biſhop of 
Dwreſme with the King of Scots, for which he gaue him three thouſand Markes of filuer, | 
to bee payed out of the Lanes of the Barons of Northumberland, 

 TheSpring came on,and the truce expired : King Hewry the Sonne , and Philippe 
Earle of Flaunders, are readie, at Grawelag with a great Armie for England, The 
King of Scors is entred Northumberland , and ſends his brother Dauid with a power 
ro ſuccour the remnant of the forces of the Earle of Leiceſter, which held the Towne 
of Leiceſter, but withour ſuccefle : for Richard Lucy , and the Earle of Cornwall had 
before raced the Citty,and taken Robert Mowbray, comming likewiſe ro ayde thoſe 
of the Caſtle, | 

King Hemry the Father vpon his Sonnes preparation for England, drawes his forces 
from his other imployments,and brings them downe to Barbfleer, arriues at Southampton 

with 
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Leefter,and Cheſter , and from thence goes to Canterbary to viſit the Sepulcher of his 


neat priſoners, Qu:2ene Elionor, Marguerer the wite of his ſonne Flenry,che Bales of | 


owne Martyregznd perforine his vowes for his victories. And they wrice how com- 
ming within fight of the Church, Hee alights and went three mules on his bare feete, which 
with the hard Foes were forced to yeeld bloudie tokens of his deuction on the way, And as,if | 
to recompence ( the merit of this worke ) they note, How the werie day when hee 
departed from Canterbury , the King of Scots to bee overthrowne and taken at Aln- 
wick, by the forces of the Kmghts of Yorkeſhire , whichare named to bee : Robere 
de Stteuile, Odonel de Humfrenie william de Veſey, Ralph de Glanuile, Ralph de Tilly, and 
Bernard Baliol, 

Lewis King of Fraxce, hearing of King Henries paſlage into England, and the ta- 
king of the King of Scots, calls backe Henry the ſon , and the Earle of Flawnders 
trom Graxelin , where , they ſtayed expreCting the winde, and belicged-Roan on all 
hdes ſauing that of rhe River. The whilſt King Henry is quieting and ſerclivg the 
State of England , Where hee had firſt the Caſtle of Huntingdon rendred vnto his 
mercie, ſ{auing the lives, and members of the defendants : then the Caſtles of Fre- 
mingham and Brr:gaie which the Earle of Bigor helde by force of Flemings,for whom 
( the Earles ſubmiſſion could hardly obraine pardon) bur in tne ende they were ſent 
home. From thence hee goes to Northampton: where, hee recciues the King bf Scots 
his priſoner,and the Caſtles of Dureſme, Nerham , and Alxertan rendred into his hands 
by the Biſhoppe of Dureſme ; who , for all his ſeruice done in the North, ſtood not 
cleere inthe Kings opinion, There came likewiſe thither Roger, de Mawbray yeeld- 
ing vp himſelfe with his Caſtle of Trecke : the Earle Ferrers his Caltles of Tutsbury 
and Duffield : Anketill, Malbry and william Dixe , Conftables of the Earle of Leiceſter, 
the Caltlesof Leiceſter, Mortſorill,and Groby;lo that within three weekes , all England 
was quieted, and all without drawing of ſword , which in thoſe manly daies ſceined 
only reſerued for the field, 

This done, and ſupplied with one thouſand Welſhmen;; King Henry with his prifo- 
ners,the King of Scots,the Earles of Leiceſter and CheSter,paſſes ouer into Normandy,to 
the relecfe of Roan : where thoſe thouſand Welihinen ſent ouer che river Sexe,  entred, | 
and made way through the Campe of the King ot France; {lue a hundred of his men, 
and recoucreda wood without any loſſe of theirs. Afﬀeer which exploit, the King 


of England(caufing the gates of the Citie,to be ſer op*n, the Barracadoes taken away, 
the trenches they had made, berweene the French Campe and the Citty, ta bce filled 


enemy, but without any anſwere at all. In the end the King of France , ſends away 
the weakeſt of his people before, and followed after with th2 reſt, vpon ſufferance 
of the King of England by the mediation of the Archbiſhop of Sexs, and the Earle of 
Bloys,who vndertooke that he ſhould the next day come to a pale of peace, which hce 
performed not, | 

But ſhortly after (ſeeing rhis action had ſo little 2duantaged ci:her him, orthoſe 
for whom hee pretended to have vndertaken it ) hee implayes the tormer Agents 
again* to the King of England : and peace with a rconciliation is concluded bes- | 


of fortune: andyet yeelding ſo much,as fhewed ,the goodweſſe of his Nature was not 6uer - 


| King , but receiued it of Richard, and Geffrey, Yet after this; Henry the fon to free 
| his father of all ſcruple, became his Liege-man, and ſwore Fealty varo him againſt all 


| 


Jauged Ty bs amtibon; all bis procceding in this warre wiinefling,that weceſſity 41d exer 
| worke more then his will, * 


And ac the ſigning of the Charter of this Peace, when his fonne Hexry would have 
done him homage (which is perſonall feruice ) he refuſed to rake ir, becauſe hee was a 


men inthe preſence of the Archbiſhop of Rover, the Biſhop of Bajenx,the Earle Man- 
dewile,and a great Nobility. 

At the concluding of this Peace , the Earle of Flaunders yeelded vp to King 

I 2 Henry} 
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The King and 
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Rog, Houen, 


| French army. 


tweene him, and his fons, But with more reſeruation on his part, then had beene (cheered 
by the former treatie offered, as hauing now, more of power , and the aduantace | peace ſhewes, 
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Herry the Father , the Charter made ynto him by the Son for his remuneration, and 
had another confirmed for the penſion hee had yearely out of Evglard before this war, 
which was one thouſand Markes ont of the Exchequer, atterward granted vpon condition 
of Homage , and for finding the King of England yearely fine hundred ſouldiers for the ſpace 
of fortie Toes on ſummons ginen. 

This bufineſle ended , the Father and Sonne make their Pregreſles into all 
their Prouinces on that fide, to viſit and reforme the diforders -of Warre, and to 
ſettle their affaires there, Richerd is ſent into Aquitaine - and Gefey into Brit- 
taine , vpon the ſame buſineſſe , and there left with their Counſclls to looke to their 


OWNC. | 
The two Kings, Father and Son ſhortly after returne into Exgland, where re- 


biſhoppe of Canterbury ſormoned a Councell of the Clergy, wherein were many 
enormities of the Church reformed, as may bee ſeene in the Canons of that Synod, 
The King ſupplies all Vacancies, and giues to John de Oxenfoed, (that great Mioiſter 
of his) the Biſhopricke of Norwich : then takes hee into his hands all the Caſtle; 
hee could ſeize on; amongſt other the Tower of Briffoll, which was rendred by 
the Earle of Glocefter and was neuer in his hands before, He takes penalties both of 
Clerkes and Lay-men , who had treſpaſſed bis Forrefts in time of Hoſtility: tor which he is 
taxed of wrong , Richard Lucy Juſtice of England , hauing warrant by the Kings pre- 
cept todiſcharge them for the ſame, Bur the profit which they yeelded him made 
him take the ſtrier regard therein, For after the death of Alain de Nenile which 
| had beene chiefe Tuſtice of allche Forreſts of England, he deuides them into divers 
parts, appointing fs every part foxre Inſtices,whereot rwo to be Clerkes , and two, Knights, 


the Kings, Knights,or Bayons whatſorner , and gaxe them to implea , according to the 
Ale of the Ferri OOTY: : 

The King becing at Yorke, there came vnto him William Ki 
moſt all the Biſhops, Abbots, and Nobility of Scetlaxd, and confirmed the Peace, 
and finall concorde which had formerly beene, in the time of his impriſonment , ar 
Faleiſe in Normand : before all the greateſt Eſtates of both Kingdomes ; the Tenour 
whereof isto be ſcene in Roger Honedey, 

After this , a Councell is called at Findſer , whither repaire certaine Biſhoppes 


of Ireland, and the Chauncelour of Rodorec King of Conaxght , for whom a finall con | 


cord 15 concluded, vpon doing Homage,Fealty, and a tribute to be paide, which was, 
of « enery tenne Beaſts, one ſufficient Hide, within his Kingdome,and thoſe Proninces that held 
f * 
Within a while after , a Councell or Parliament is affembled at Nottmgham , and 
by aduice and conſent thereof, the King cauſed The Kingdome tobe denided into ſrxe 
arts , and conſtitutes for enery part three Inſtices itinerants , cauſing them to take an Oath 
vpon the Holy Enangelifts, faithfully for themſelues to obſerne , and cauſe inniolably to be oþ- 
ſerned of all his Sabieftes of England, the Aſſiſt made at Claringdone , and renued at 
Northampton,which Afliſcs were chiefly for Murther Theft, Robbery,and their receiners: 
' for deceipts , and burning of Houſes, which faCts if found by the Verdift of twelue men, 
the aceuſed were to paſle thetryall of Water Ordeil, whereby , if nor acquitted , their 
proviſhment, was lofſe of a legge,or banjſhment,that Age ſeeming to hold ir a greater ex- 
| arwple of a MalefaQtor miſerably liuing,then of one dead,for as yer they came wor ſo fier 
as bleud,in thoſe caſes, 
And yet wee finde inthe reigne of this King, that one Gilbert Plwmton Knight, 
accuſed for a Rape, before Ranniph de Glannile, chiefe Tuſtice of England (deſirous, 
faych Hoxeden by wniuſt ſentence to condemne him ) was adiuged , to bee hanged 


ecutioner , the people ranne out crying , That an innocent and inſt perſon ought not ſo 
r0ſuſfer. Balduin Biſhop of Worceſter,a religious man and fearing God, hearing the 
clamor of the people , andthe iniury done to this miſerable creature, came foorth, 


| . 
"7 


and 
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and 1s, Seruants of his Honſhold,to be Keepers of the Game oner all other Forreſters,cither of 


no of Scots, with al 


formation in the Gouernnment needed as much as in France : and here had the Arch- } 


—_ —_— 


on 2: Gibber; whereunto , when he was brought, and in the hands of the Fx. | 
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and forbade them, from the part of the Ommiporent God, and wnder paine of Excommnni- 


tion that they ſhould not put him to death that day , being Holy , aud the Feaſt of Saint Mary 
Magdalene; whereupon the execution was pur off till the marrow, That night 
meanes was wrought to the King, who commanded 4 /*ay to bee madetill other order 
were taken, being informed thar for the enuie which G/anrzile bare to this Plamton,hee 
was defirous to put him to death, inregard hee had marricd the daughter of Roger 
Gulwaſt an- inheritrix, whom hee would baue had Reimer his Shriefe of Yorke- 
{hire ro have had -; which act leaucs a foule ſtaine of Iniuſtice vpon the memory of 
this Cliete Iuftice Glanmle : in the time of whoſe Office, a tract of the Lawes, 
and Cultomes of rhe Kingdome of England was compoſed, which now paſles vnder 


his name, 

Tae charge giuen for buſineſlcs in theſe Afﬀſiſes conſiſted bur of yery few points 
beſides thoſe fellonies, and was eſpecially for raking Homage , and Lioeancie of all 
the Subiets of England : demoliſhing of Caſtles the Rights of the King , his Crowne and 
Exchequor, The multitude of actions which followed in ſucceeding times, grew our 
oi new tranſgrefiions,and the increaſeof Lawand Litigation , which was then bur in 
the Cradle. 

I7illiam King of Sicile tends and craues to haue loan the Kings daughter in mar- 
riage. Whercupon the King calls a Parhament, and by the vniuertall Councell of the 
Kingdome graunted his daughter to the King of Sicile ; ro whom ſhe was ſhortly after 
ſcnt,and there honourably indowed with many Cries, and Caſtles, as may appeare by 
the Charter of that King, 

Bur the great Match that was prouided for Earle /obx became fruſtrate by the death 
of Alice, daughter to the Earle of Aarriana, and he is married to the daughter ofy7/. 
liam Earle of Gloceſter by whom he was to haue that Earldeome, This 1#1/iam was ſon 
to Robert brother to Mande the Emprefle. 

' The ſame yeare alſo hee marries Elioner another of his daughtes to Alphonſo 
King of Caſtle, and takes vp the controuerſie betweene him, and his Vacle 
Santtio King of Nazarre, about the detention of certaine bordering pecces, of 
each others Kingdome , both the Kings hauing referred the bufinefſe to his arbi- 
tration, 
Likewiſe the marriage which ſhould haue beene bertweene his ſonne Richard, 
and Alice daughter to the French* King (committed heretofore to his cuſtodie) 
was againe treated on, and vrged hard, by the Popes Legat to bee confumma- 
ted vponpaine of interdiction, But yet it was put off forrhar time, and both Kings 
notwithſtanding concluded a perpetuall League, and amitie to ayd cach other 
aoainſt allmcn, and to bee Enemies to each others Enemies, Beſides, they both 
vowed an expedition , to the Holy Land in perſon, which they liued nor to per- 
forme. 
The King of France vpon a dangerous fickeneſle of his ſonne Philip, vowes a 
viſitation of the Sepulcher of Thomas the Martyre of Canterbury : and vpon licence, 
and ſafe conduct of the King of England, pertormes the fame with great deuotion, 
and Rich preſents. Firſt , offering wpon his Tombe , a maſſie Cup of Gold, and afrer 
gane,and confirmed by his Charter 3000 ſixe hundred Sextaries of wine tor the Monkes,an- 
nually to bee receiued at Poiſſs, at the charge of the King of France : and beſide, | 
freed them from all Tolle, and Cuſtome, for wharſoeuer they ſhould buy in hs | 


Kin odome. 


After hauing ſtayed there three dayes, hee returnes towardes France , conduct- 
ed by the King © England to Douer, The Son recouers health , but the Father loſt ' 
his in this journey; for comming to Saint Deniſe,hee was taken with a Palfie,and lived 
not long after, The weakeneſſec of his Age,and diſeaſe mooued him preſently to baue 
his ſon Philppe (becing bur fiſtecne yeares of Age)to be crowned King in his lite time, 
which was done at Reimes, Anno 1179. 


[4 
Henry Duke of Saxonie (who had married Maxde daughter toKing Henry) was ex- | 


pelled his Du:chie,and baniſhed by the Emperour Frederic the third for ſeuen yeares, | 
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| andpromiſe made to the Emperour, So that hee was driuen to come (for ſuccour 


| 


for derayning the revenues which the Archbiſhop of Cologne had out of Saxonie, 
and refuſing ro come vnto tryall at the Impeciall Chamber , according to his faith, 


with his Wife and Children ) ro his Father in Law, into Ergland. Where hee re- 
mained three yeares, and vpon the comming of the Archbiſhop of Cologne to viſit the 
Sepulcher of Thomas of Canterbary,meanes was wrought to reſtore him to his Dutchie: 
and a motion is made of marriage for Richard che Kings ſon, with the daughter of the 
Emperor Frederic (notwithſtanding the contra made with Alice daughter tothe King 
of France long before)bur this laſt intention was made fruſtrate , by the death of the 
Emperours danghter. | 

King Henry (ends his ſon John to refide in Ireland, to the end (that the Maieſtie 
of a Court,and the number of attendants which the ſame would draw thicther)might 
both awe , and ciuiliſe that Countrey : but hee being accompanied with many gal- 
lants,young as himſelfe, who ſcorning, and deriding the Iriſh (in regard of their rude 
habits, and faſhions ) wrought an ill efke&t, For ir turned out three of their greateſt 


Kings(Limmeric,Cona&t, and Corke)into open at of rebellion : Geys enim: hec, ficut & | 


natio quenis barbara,quanquam honorem neſciant, honorati tam:n , ſupra modum affetant, 
ſayth Grraldus Cambrenſis. c 
Now this faire time of peace, which King Henry enioyed yaue him leaſure to ſecke 
out all meanes to ſupply his coffers , wherein hee was very vigilant ; and hearing | 
of the great ſummes ( which Roger Archbiſhoppe of Yorke , had giuen by his Teſta- 
ment to godly vſes ) ſends Commiſſioners to finde out , and to ſeize the ſame to his 
owne vics, alledging , That the Archbiſhop had ginen Indgement mhis life time, that it 
was againſt Law , any Eccleſraſticall perſon ſhould diſpoſe any thing by will (vnleſſe before he 
were ficke,) and that himſelfe had done contrary to his owne Decree, The } 


Commiſſioners hauing found out, that Hugh Biſhop of Dwrham had teceiued of the | 


Archbiſhop three hundred Markes of filuer to bee beſtowed in thoſe yſes , demaund 


the ſame for the King. The Biſhop replies , That _—_ rereined it from the hands of | 
t 


the Archbiſhoppe, he had according to his will , diſtributed the ſame amongſt the Leprons, 


Blinde , and Lame ; i repayring Churches , Bridges and Hoſpitals : ſorhat who would hawe | 


it , muſt gather it vp againe of them, Which anſwere ſo diſpleaſed the King, as 
(beſides the ſeizing vpon the Caſtle of Dares) hee wrought rhis Biſhop much vex- 
ation. 

His mcanes certaine (beſides the revenue of his Demeſne, and the benefit of 
the Forreſts ) were not then great in England; which cauſed him oftentimes in 
his neceſſities to bee bold with the Church, and to hold their Benefices vacant * -as 
hee did the Biſhopricke of Licol/ne eighteenc yeares, Hee made a new Coyne 
in England, which was round,decryedthe Olde , and put all the Coyners to great ran- 
ſome tor corrupting the olde money. And beſides to ſaue his purſe (in regard the. 
continuall charge of Horſe, and Armour was heauie vnto him,) hee cauſed eueric 
mans Lands, andſubſtance to bee rated for the furniſhing thereof, And firſt be- 
ganne the ſame, in his Dominions beyond the Seas : ordayning, That whoſcexer had 
a bandred ponds Awiouin money in goods, and chattle , ſhould finde a Horſe,and all Mili- 
tarie furniture thereunto : and whoſoener had in chattle fortie, thirty , or twenty pounds An- 
iouin money , ſhould finds a Corſiet , Head-peece , Lannce and Sword : or Bow and Arrowes, 
with a irict prohibition , That no man ſhould ſell,or pawne his Armour , but be bound to | 
leane it when he died,to his next heire, And this Order afterward,he eſtabliſhed in England, 
by conſent of the State, The King of France,and the Earle of Flaunders by his example 
did the like in their Countreys, 

Great,and manifold were the expences of this mightic King,in reſpect of his enter- 
tainments, penſions, and rewards, hauing ſo wide an Eftate,and ſo many euer in his 
worke,both of his owne,and others who muſt alwayes be feed. And beſides,oftertimes 
he is faine to bribe the Popes Legates,in his buſinefle with the King of France, to haue 
them fauourable for his ends :to ſend many ſupplies, by their perſwaſions, and for his 
owne reputation,to the Holy warre, 
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Anno 1182 ( faith Walſmgham) hee relicued the necefſity of the TerofSlomitans, with 
two and forty thouſand Markes of filuer , and five hundred Markes of gold, which 
was in money , ſeuen and forty thouſand, three kundred thirty three poundes ; fixe 
ſhillings eight pence, And when Pope Lacias diltreſſed by rhe Romans, defired an 
ayde out of England, the King fent him a mighty fumme of Gold and Silver ; in 
leauying whereof, the Clergy here delr very circumſpeMly : for when the Popes Nunch 
came to deſire the ſame, they aduiſed the King; that according to his will ; and ho- 
nour,hee himſelte ſhould ſupplic the Popes occaſion, as well forhimſelfe, as them : for 
that it was moretollerable, that their Lord, and King, ſhould recciue from them, the 
returne of that ayde, then that che Popes Nwncy ſhould ; which might bee taken for a 
cuſtome to the detriment of the Kingdome. 

Now (about cight veares) had the peace continued betweene the two Kings , Fa- 
ther and Son, when againe new flames of vnnatural! diſcord beganto breake out ; the 
occaſion whereof as farre 25 can be diſcouered (inthe vncertaine paſſages of rhar time ) 
we finde to be this. | 

Anno Reg.29, Aﬀeer a great Chriſtmas kept at Cavein Normandy, with his Sons 
Henry, Richard and Geffrey, the Duke of Saxozy with his Wife and Children, beſides a 
orcat Nobility of all parts : The King willed King Henry. his Son to take the Ho- 
mages of his brother Richard Earle of Porttow, and Geffrey Earle of Brietaine, Ri- 
chard refuſes ro doc ic { but yponperſwaſion ) becing afterwards content ; his brother 
refuſes to take the ſame, Whereupon with great indignation Richard departs from 
his Fathers Courtinto Poiftou : mans , and furniſhes his Caſtles there, The King his 
brother followes by inſtigation of the Barons of Poittow and Aquitame who were falne 
from Richard,and adhered to the young King (as men that vader{tood what would be- 
come of younger brothers eſtates in ſuch Dominiens , wherethe elder brothers birth- 
right, and power, would carry all ) and Geffrey Earle of Brattaine takes the King his 
brothers part, comes with forces to aide him. 

Richard cnds for ſuccour to his father, who with a powerfull Army ( rather to con- 
raine them to a peace, then to make warre)) came downe into Poiftow, where 
againe his three Sons after the debatemenr of their grieuances ſwore to obey , and 
ſerue their Father, and to hold perperuall peace among themſelues., And for the far- 
ther rarification of this Concord, they meeteall at Afrrabel, where Henry the Son, 

deſires, that the Barons of Poiftox , and Aquitarme (whom he had ſworne to defend a- 
gainſt his brother Richard) might be there ar the concluding this peace, andto bepar- 
doned for any former act commirted, Which requeſt is granted , and Geffrey Earle of 
Brittaine ſent to bring the Barons rhirher, But che Barons (holding this peace,cither not 
ſafe, or not profitable) ſo worke , as they win the meſſenger to take their parc apainſt 
the Father, 2nd keepe him with them, | 

Henry the ſon notwithſtanding , continues to mediate till for the Barons, and to 
oet his Father , and brother Richard to receiue them into grace. And vndertaking to 
bring in both them , and his brother Geffrey ; is permitted by the Father ro goe treat 
with them at Limoges, whither alſo, by another way, and with ſmall company, it was 
agreed the Father ſhould come, which he did; but his approach was met with arrowes, 
ſo dangerouſly ſhot ar his perſon, as the next man to him was ſlaine ; and himſelfe with 


a farherly afteCtion to haue conference with his fons for the quiet ending of this bu- 
ſineſſe,(vpon their aſſurance of his ſafety ) hee entersintothe City ; when againe from 


his horſe by the ſuddaine lifting vp his head receiued it in the forehead, Which a his 
ſonnes neuer ſought to finde out and puniſh, bur till, ynderhand held amity with the 
Barons, Atlength , notwithſtanding King Hevry the ſonne comes to the Father , and 
proteſts , that vnlefle the Barons would come and yeelde themſeluesar rhe Kings feere, 
he would ytterly renounce them : And after, hauing againe ( ypon his fathers promiſe 
of pardon and peace) dealt with them : and finding as hee auowed their oblinacy, 


made ſhew to forſake their party, and returnes to his Father with great ſubmiſſton, de- 


his ſon Richard, forced to retire fromthe place, And = afterwards, defirous out of | 


the Cattle is ſhot a barbed arrow , Which had tooke him directly on the breaft, had nor | 


livering | 
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livering vp vnto him his horſe and Armour in aſſurance thereof, 

But many dayes he ſpent not with him , when againe ( cither for the intended re- 
uenge hee found his Father meant to proſecute againlt the Barons ) w hoe protection 
hauing vndertaken, hee held himſelfe in his honour , engaged to preſerue : or by the 
working of ſome mutinous miniſters about him, whoſe clement was not peace : hee a= 
eaine enters Oath and League with them. But therein finding his power ſhort of his 
will,and deſperate of all ſuccefle in his courſes ; hee ſuddenly breakes our into an ex- 
treame paſſion before his Father, talles proſtrate at the Shrine of Saint Xfartial, and 
vowes preſently to takes ypon him the Crofle , and to giue ouer all worldly butinefle 
beſide, | 

With which ſtrange and ſudden paſſion , the Farther much mooued, beſought his ſon 
with-teares to alter that raſh reſolution, and to tell him ruly , whether indignation , or 
religion induced him thereunto. The Son proteſts, raatir was meerely for the re- 
miſhon of his ſins, committed againſt his perſon. And vnlefie his Father would now 
giue him leaue (without which he could not goe) he would there inſtantly kill himlelfe 
in his preſence. The father (after hauing vied all meanes to diflwade hum , and finding 
him {till obſtinate ) f9id vnto him, Sonre, Gods will be done ,and yours : for your furniſhing 

I will take ſuch order as ſhall befit your Eſtate, | 

The ſon ( whillt the Fathers paſſhon had made him tender ) wrought thereupon, 
and beſought him, that he would deale mercifully with thoſe of the Caſtle of Limoges, 
the Barons of Aquitarne, and pardon thep1, To which, the father in the end ( though 
yawillingly) yeelds, ſo that, they would put in their pledges for ſecuring their fidelity, 
and the peace; which they ſeemed content to doe. But ypon the delinery , and recci- 
uing of theſe pledges, new ryots. were committed by ſuch as could not endure the 
peace ( which is neuer faithfull , bur where men are yoluntarily pacified: ) and theſe 
young Princes againe take part with their confederates, and are made the heads of re- 
bellion,committing rapine, and ſacriledge to ſupply their neceſſities, and feed their fol- 
lowers, Andinthe end the young King hauing much ftrugled in vaine , through 
oriefe and vexation of ipirit ( which caufed the diſtemperature of body) fell into a bur- 
ning fever with the luxe, whereof , within few dayes he dyed. A Prince ofexcellent 
parts, who was firſt caſt away by his fathers indulgence, and after by his rigor ; not 
ſuffering him to be what himſelfe had made him , neither got hee ſo much by his Co- 
ronation, as to hauc a name 5 the Catalogwe of the Kings of England. 

The ſorrow ofthe father (although ir be ſaid to be great) hindred not his reuenge 
vpon the Barons of Aquitaine ; whom he now molt eagerly perſecuted, ſeazed on their 
Caſtles,and raced to the ground that of Lymoges. | 

Geffrey vpon his ſubmiſſion, is receiued into grace, and the yeare after died at Paris : 


having (in a conflict) bene troden vnder horſes feete,, and miſerably cruſhed : ſo that 


halfe the male iſſue wherein this King was vnforcunate, he ſaw extin&t before him, and 
chat by deaths as violent, as were their diſpoſitions, The other two, who ſuruiued him, 
were no leſſe miſerable in their ends. 

Now the young King of France, Philip the ſecond ( in whoſe fate it was,to doe more 
then cuer his father could effect , ypon the death of Heyry the ſon ) requires the deli- 
uery of the Countrey of Yexix, which was giuen in dowre with his Siſter Afargarer,bur 
the King of England (not apt to let goe any thing of what he had in poſſeſſion ) was 
content to pay yeerely to the Queene Dowager, 17050. pounds Aniotin. And the more 
to hold faire with this young King, whoſe ſpirit, hee ſaw, grew great, and aGtine, and 
with whom hee was like to haue much to doe, did homage vnto him, for all hee held in 
France , which he neuer did to the Father , being the firſt deſcent of Maieſtie, hee cuer 
madeto any ſecular power. And beſide, rooke his part againſt Philip Earle of Flanders, 
who oppoled againſt him, and wasin thoſe dayes a Prince of mighty power , and had 
euer ſtood faſt vnto King Lewes the father. But now Phils the fon” otherwiſe led X 
or affeCtioned , quarrels with bim, and demands the Countrey of Vermemdois , as ap - 
pertaining to the Crowne of France: and withall, vpon allegation of conſanguinity 
repudiates his wife ,. Neece to this Earle of Flanders, giuen ynto him by his Fathers 

choice 
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| on, and reſoluc to leaue their Kingdomes, their pleaſures , and all the things of glory 


| nefle borh in apparrell, and manners, as was fitting for the yndertakers of ſo cwill and 
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choyce aliccle before his death, The Earle followed by Ods Earle of Burgogne , the 
Earles of Champagne, Hainalt, Namur, Saint Pol, and others, warres vpon tae King of 
Frauce,aud commits great ſpoyles within his territories, ſo that hee was faine inthe 
end ro compound with him to his difiduantage. After this, the Kings of England, 
and France, meete betweene G:fors, and Trie;, where the King of England [weares to 
deliuer Alice, vnto Richard his ſon, And the King of Frarce her brother grants 
her in dowre , the Countrey of Yelxin , which Iargneret his orher Siſter had be- 
fore. 

Bur theſe tyes held them not long together, for the young King of France ſo wrought 
with Richard, as hee drew him from his Fathers obedience , and they lived togerher in 
that amity,as one bed and boord is ſzid to hane ſ{erued them, both which fo enicaloſed 
the old King,as he called home his ſon, and before his Biſhops and Nobility , cauſed 
him to ſweare vpon the Euangcliſts, to obſerue fealty vnto him , againlt all perſons 
whatſocuer:which hauing done and ready to paſſe ouer into England, hee is informed 
of the grear preparation made by the King of France, who gaue out that hee would 
ſpoyle,and ranſacke both Normandy,and the reſt of the King of Exglands territories jo 
France; vnleſſe he would preſently deliver vp his fiſter Alice vato Richard , or render 
Giſors, and the Countrey of Yelxin into his hands, Whereupon the King returnes 
backe,and comes againe to a patle betweene Giſors and Try, Where,the Arch biſhop 
of Tyre ( ſent from the Eaſt to call yp aydefor the Holy warre ) did with that power of 
perlwafion ſo vrge his meſſage, as it let out all the humor of priuate rancor and con- 
rention,betweene theſe two great Kings, altered their whole Counſels , theirpreten- 
Gons, theirdefignes : turned them wholly to vndertake in perſon this laborious acti- 


they had at hone, to proſecute the ſame, throughall the diſtemperatures of climes,and 
difficulties of paſſages, whereunto that yoyage was obnoxious : ſo that now, no other 
thing was thought or talked on, but onely preparations , and furniſhments for this 
buſineſle, 

And to diſtinguiſh their people , and followers (who all froue which ſhould bee 
moſt forward) ic was ordered that they who followed the King of England, ſhould 
weare a White Crofle : France a red : and Flanders a greene, And for a further in- 
gagement inthe buſineſſe , the King of Exgland writes to the Parcriarch of Antioch, a 
molt comfortable and pious letter : in the end whereof he hath theſe words, Amongſt 
other Princes] and my Son,reiefting the plery of this world,and deſpiſing all the pleaſares there- 


Then to raiſe money to defray this greatenterprize, it was ordained by the two 


Che Eatle of 
Flangers com- 
p-ls the King 
of France co 
compcund, 


1185, 
eAnno 


Reg Jl. 


The Kings of 
England and 
Prance accor 
ded,and pre- 
pare ior the 
holy warre, 


Kings,their Archbiſhops,Biſhops,Earles,and others in France, chat all whoſoeuer, as 
well Clerke as Lay ( ſauing ſuch as went the voyage ) ſhould pay the tenth of all their 
revenues of that ycere,, andthe tenth of all their Moucables and Chattles; as well in 
gold as filuer, And many excellent orders were made for reſtraint of licentiouſ- 


deuout an aQiion. 
The King of Erglend hauing layde this impoſition vpon all his Dominions in | 
France, comes ouer, calls a Councell of his Biſhops, Abbots, Earles, Barons , both 
of the Clergy, and Laiety at Gayntimgtov, and by their conſents impoſes the ſame rax1. 
tion ypon his SubieCts of England, Sub Eleemoſine titulo vitinm rapcitatis includens, 
ſayth Walſngham , and preſently ſends forth his Officers into every Shire ro collect 
the ſame according as it was done in France, But of euery City in Exgland,hee cauſed 
a choyceto be made of the richeſt men : as in Lonudonof two hundred , in Yorke a hun- 
dred, and ſo according to the proportion of thereſt : and cauſed all theſe, at acertaine 
time and place to appeare before him; of whom he tooke the tenth of all cheir Mouc- 
ables, by the eſtimation of credible men which knew their eſtates ; fuchas refuſed bee 
impriſoned till they had payde it,of which example and exaCtion , wee mutt onely hold | 
Piety guilty:otherwiſe thoſe times had nor yeelded it, | 
The King ſends likewiſe Hugh Biſbop of Dareſme, with other Commiſſioners, to 
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William King of Scots tocollet the tenthes in his Countrey, which hee would nor per- 
mir , but offered to giue the King of England fiue thouſand Markes of filuer for thoſe 
tenrhes,and the C aitle which he claimed, but thg King of Exg/and refuſed the ſame, 

Whilſt cheſe preparations were in hand, and the money colleQting , a quarrel ariſes 

berweene Richard Earle of Poifton, and Raymond Earle of Tholouſe,ypon this occaſion. 
The Earle of Thelouſe by the perſwaſion of one Peter Swillar , had taken certaine Mer- 
chants of Aquitame, and vicd them bardly,The Earle of Po:Her ſurprizcs this Peter,im- 
priſons him, and would not ſuffer the Earle of Tholoyſe to redeeme him, vpon any con- 
dirion. \Vhereupon the Earle impriſons two Gentlemen ſeruants of the King of Erg - 
lands, Robert, and Ralph Poer , travelling through his Countrey (as Pilgrimes) from S. 
James de Compoſtella;which Earle Richard tooke ſo ill,1s he enters into the Earles coun- 
trey with an Army (prepared for a berter a&t) waſtes it with fire and (word , beſicges 
and takes his Caftl;s about Tholouſe. TheKing of France (vpon the lamencable com- 
plaint of the Tholonſrans ) ſends to the King of England to vnderitand , whether his ſon 
Richard did rheſc things by his will and Counſell, The King of Ef#landanſwers , That 
he neither willed nor conrſelled bh m th:rennto, and that his ſonne ſent him word ( by the Arch- 
biſhop of Dublin) that he drd nothing, hut by the conſent of the King of France. Who (not ſa- 
tified withthis anſwer ) enters prefcncly into Bery with his Army, ſeazes vpon the 
Countrey ; takes in ders Caſtles of the King of Englands , who makes himſelte ready 
to recouer the fame, And thus that great intended enterpriſe , vndertaken with ſuch 
feruor, became daſht,and ouerrhrowne, at the very time , they appointed to haue fer 
forward. : 

All the meanes the Pope could vie by his Legates , nor all the perſwaſions of o- 
ther Princes might preuaile,to reconcile theſe rwo traged Kings , though diuerſe en- 4 
teruiewes were procured , diuerſe ouertures propounded, yet none tooke effect; they 
euer depart more incenſed then they mer : in fo much as ar length, the King of France. 
in a rage,cut downe the great E'me(berweene Giſors and Try) vader which, the Kings 
of France, and Dukes of Normanay were eucr vicd to parle, and ſwore, There ſhould bee 
no more meetings im that place. Bur yer atter this, they were brought to another parle 
elſewhere , and therein the Popes Legate threarned to interdit the King of France, 
vnlefſe hee madepeace with tae King of England, The King of France told him, that he 
feared not his ſentence, being grounded vpon no equity, and thac it appert2ined not to 
the Church of Rowe, by ſentence, or otherwile, to chaſtiſe the Kingdome, or King of 
Frarce , vndertaking io reuenge tne dewerits of the rebellious , thac diſhonored his 
Crowne; and flatly told the Cardinall, T hat be ſmelled of the Sterlings of England. 

This enterniew, wrought a worſe effect chen all the reſt: for heere the Kin o of Erg- | 
lord (abſolutely ) refuſesro render Alice to his {on Richard, but offered ro the King 
of France, to giue herto his ſon John, with larger conditions, then ſhould bee gran- 
ted with the other : which ſo much alienated the heart of his ſon Richard, as hee be- 
comes wholly Liegeman to the King of Fraxce,did homage vnto him for Aquitame,and 
they both ioynetheir forces againſtthe Father, 

And here now comes this mighty King of Exgland ( the greateſt of all the Chriſtian 
world in his time, or that the Kingdome euer ſaw) to fall quite aſunder ; forſaken both 
of his ſubie&s, and himſelfe letting downe his heart, ro yeeld to any conditions what- 
ſocuer : he who neuer ſaw feare (but inthe backe of his enemies ) leaues now the de. 
fence of Mans , and flics away with ſeuen hundred men ( bauing promiſed the City, 
neuer to giue it ouer, in regard his Father was there buried , and himle!fe borne;) and 
afterward comes to his laft parle , with the King of France , betweene Twmwin, and 
Arras : where at their firſt meeting (no man ſuſpeQting the wrath) a rthunder-bole, 
with Go terrible a cracke lighted iuſt berweene them, as it parted their conferenceina 
confuſed manner for that time. | 

Within a while afcer,rhey came together againe, when ſuddenly be can as fearefull 
a thunder as the former : which fo amazed the King of England (as he had falne off from 
his horſe) had he not beene ſupported by thoſe about him, Andin this fort, began 
the Proem of that Treaty, wherein, the King of Exgland yeelds to whatſocuer con- | 
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ditions, the King of France required , did him homage againe for all is dominjons on 
chat ſide/borh Kings having ar che beginning of this warre , renounced their mutuall 
obligationin that kind,) renders vp Alice for whom he had bcene fo much loden with 
ſcanda!l andturmoyle , vpon condition , ſhee ſhould be giuenin marriage ro his Son 
Richard at his returne from the holy warre; and in the meane time to remaine in the 
cultody of any one of fine whom Richard would nominate : grants that fealty bee gi- 
uen vnto him of all his Dominions, and pardons all his partakers, Beſides, coue- 
nants to pay the King of France 20000, Marhes of filuer for dammage done daring theſe laſt 
warres. And that if he ſhould not performe theſe Articles, bis Barons ſhould ſweare to yenomnee * 
him,and b:take them: to the part of the King of France,and Earle Richard. And for rnore can- 
tion, he yeeldes to delmer vp the Cities of Mans and Tureyn , with diners Caſtles into their 
Hans, &c. 

And here was an end of this buſineſſe, and within three dayes after, of this Kings life ; 
whoſ? heart, nor made of that temper to bow, burſt with the weight of a declining for- 
rune, Some few howre: before he diedhe ſaw lift of their names who conſpired wich 
the King of France, and Earle Richard againſt him : and finding therein his Son Jahy 
to be the firſt, falls into a grieuous paſſion, both curſing his Sons , and the day where- 
in himſelfe was borne : andin that diftemperature departs the world , which ſo often - 
himſelfe had diftempered; hauing reigned 39. yeares,7. moneths, and 5.dayes, 

His Son Richard approching the Corps, asit was carrying to be interred ( adorned 
according to the manner of Kings with all royall ornaments open faced,) the bloud 
- guſhed our of the noſtrils ofthe dead ( afigne, viually noted, of guilcinefle) as if Na- 
ture yer after death, retained ſome intelligence in the yeines, to giue notice of wrong, 
and checke the malice ofan vnnarurall offender : at which fight,Richard ſurprized with 
horror,is ſaid to haue burſt out into cxtreame lamentKions, 


Hee had iſſue by his wife Eljaner , foure Soris , Henry , Richtrd, Geffrey and Tobs; 
beſides two other , William the eldeſt, and Philh the youngeſt butone, died young, 
Alſo three daughters; Maxde married to Henry Duke of Saxowy: Elianos 
the wife of Alfonſo the eighth of that name King of Caffile: Toarn given inmar- 
riage vnto William King of Sirike, Hee had alſo two natnrall Sons, by Roſamond 
daughter of Falter Lord Clifford, william, ſurnamed Longeſpee , in Engliſh Long -Sword, 
and Geffrey Arch-biſhop of Yorke , who after fiuc yeares baniſhment in his brother 
King Johns time died, Ano 1213. | 
The firſt ſon William ſurnamed Longeſpee , Earle of Salisbary ( in right of E/a his 
wife; daughter and heire of zilliaw Earle of that County, Sort of Earle Patricke) had 
ifſuc 7/iam Earle of Saltsbury ,& Stephen Earle of Viſter: Ela Colmteſſe ot Warwioke : Ida 
Lady Benchatzpe of Bedford, and Iſabel Lady Yeſcy. His ſon , Eatle r7illianz the fecond, 
had Earle F/iliam the third, Father of Aſargartt wife of Henry Lacie Earle of 
Lincolne. | 

Itis ſaid, King Henry had alſo a third naturall ſonne called organ ( by the wife of 
one Rodulph Bloeth or Blewet a Knight; he liued to be Proteſt of Begerley, and to be ele- 
Red to the Biſhopticke of Dareſme : and comming to Rome for a diſpenſation (be. 
cauſe his Baſtardy made him otherwiſe vncapeable ) the Pope willed him to profeſſe him 
ſelfe Blewers lawfull ſon , andnot the Kings Naturall, promifing toconſecrate him on | 
that condition; bur he (vſing the aduice of one william Lane his Clerke) told the Pope, 
that for no worldly promotion he would renounce his Father,or deny himſclv&v bee of 
blood Royall. 


The end of the Life, and Reigne, of Henry the ſecond. 
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T he Life, and reigne,of Richard thefirſt. 


EX CHA RD (urnamed Carr de Liow(borne at Oxferd)ſucceeding his Fa- 

®) ther , firſt ſeizes ypon his Treaſure in France, being in the hands of Sre- 
>< phan Thurnham Seneſchall of Normandy , whom he impriſons with fet- 
@# ers, and manacles to extort the vitermoſt thereof. And then repaires 


Perch, 

During this ſtay and ſetling of his affaires in Fravce , Queene Elianor his Mother, 
freed from her impriſonmert ({ which ſhee had endured twelue yeares) hath power to 
diſpoſe ot the buſinefles of Eng/and , which eſpecially ſhe imployed in preparing the 
affeCtions of the people by pardons, and relienement of oppreſsions, and then meetes 
her Son at Wincheſter, Where ( beſides bis Fathers treaſure which was 900000, 
pounds in gold,and filuer ; beſides plate , Tewels and pretious ſtones ) there fell vato 
him by the death of Geffrey Riale Biſhop of Elj dying inteſtate, 3060, Markes of filuer, 
and 205, gold, which came well to defray the charge of his Coronation, celebra- 
ted the third day of September, x 18g, at Weſtminſter, and imbrued with the miſerable 
ſlaughter of the Iewes inhabiting in , and abont the City of Loydo» , who comming 
tooffer their preſents , as an afflicted people, in a ſtrange Country, to a new King, in 
hope to get his fauour; were ſet ypon by the multitude , and many loft both their liues 
and ſubſtance, The exampl=- of London wrought the like miſchiefe vpon the Iewes in 
the Townes of Norwich,Saint Edmondsbary ,Limncoln,Stamford and Linve. 

All this great Treaſure left ro this King , was not \hought ſufficient for this inten- 
ded aCtionof the Holy warre ( which was ſtill on foote ) bur that all other wayes were 
deuiſed to raiſe more money,and the King ſells much Land of the Crowne,both to the 
Clergicand others, Godfrey de Lucy Biſhoppe of Wincheſter bought two Mannors 
Weregrane, and Menes. The Abbot of Saint Edmensbyry the Mannor of Mildball for 


the dignity palatinace of his whole Prouince , which occaſioned the King, icſtingly to 
ſay,what a cunning workeman hee was 4-hat comld make of an old Biſhop a new Earle, 
Beſides, hee grants to Willztam King of Scots the Caſtles of Berwicke and Roxborongh 
for xo000. Markes, 2nd relcaſech him of thoſe couenants made and confirmed by his 
Charter vnto King Henry the ſecondgas extorted from him being then his priſoner, re- 
ſeruing vmo himſclte onely ſuch rights,as had beene and were to bee performed, by his 
brother Malcolin to his Anceſtors the Kings of England, 

Moreouer pretending to haueloſt his Signet , made anew, and proclamation that 
whoſocuer would ſafely enicy , what under the former Signet was gramed, ſhowld 
come to haue it coxfirmed by the new , whereby hee raiſed great ſummes of money to 
the griefe of his ſubiets, Then procures he a power from the Pope , that whoſoeuer 
himſclfe pleaſed to diſmifle from the journey , and leaue athome, ſhould be free from 
taking the Crofle : and this likewiſe got him great Treaſure, which was leuied with 
much expedition by reaſon the King of France, inNouember , afterthe Coronation, 
ſent the Earle of Perch, with other Commiſſioners to fignifie to King Richard how in 
a generall Afſembly ar Paris, he had ſolemnly ſworne vpon the Euangeliſts ro bce rea- 
dy at Towrs, with all the Princes and people of his Kingdome , who had vndertaken 
the Crofle, preſently vpon Eaſter next following , rhence to ſer forward for the Holy 
Land. And for the aſſurance , and teſtimony thereof, hee ſends the Charter of this 
Dcede vnto the King of Englard, requiring him and his Nobility , vnder their hands 

to 


| 
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| one thouſand Markes of ſilver, The Biſhop of Dareſme the Mannor of Sadborough with | 


—— 


_ 


”— 


The Life, and reigne, of Richard the firſt. 


concluded ata generall Councell held at London, And in December ( hauing onely tay- 
ed but foure monthes in England after his Coronation) this King departs into Norman- 
die, keepes bis Chriſtmas ar Rover, and preſently after hath a Parle wich the King of 
France at Reimes, where by Oath and writing vader theic hands and ſeales, with the 
faith giuen by all their Nobility on both fides , is confirmed a moſt rift Peace and 
Vnion bertwixt both Kings, for the preſeruation of each other and their Eſtates,wich 
the orders concluded for their iourney, Which done, the King of England ſends for 
Queene Elionoy his mother, his brother /ohw, and the Archbiſhop of Canterburie, the 
Biſhops of Wincheſter, Dureſme, Norwich, Bath, Salisbury, Ely, Cheſter , and others, 
which came varo him to Roxen : where hee commits the eſpeciall charge of this king- 
dome to William Longſhamp Biſhoppe of Ely, vnder the Title of Chiefe Iuſtice of Eng- 
land, and giues him one of his Seales, and the Cuſtodie of the Tower of Londen : and 
confers vpon Hgh Biſhop of Dwareſme the Iuſticeſhippe ofthe North trom Humber 
to Scotland, with the keeping of Windſor Caſtle, which after gauc occaſion of diſſention, 
to theſe two ambitious Prelates impatient of cach others greatnefle. Hugh Bardolph, 
William Marſhall, Geffrey Fitz Peter, and Willags Brever arc ioyned in commiſſion with 
the Biſhop of Elj. 

Aad leſt his brother /oþn ( whoſe ſpirit hee well ynderftood) might in England 
worke vpon the aduantage of his abſence, he firſt cauſed him to take an Oath not ro 
come within this Kingdoms for the Space of three yeares next following. Which after , vpon 
better conſideration, hee releaſed, leauing him to his libertie and naturall reſpe&t. Bur 
hereby hauing giuen him firſt a wound by his diſtruſt, his after-regard could neucr heale 
it vpagaine, nor all the Honours and State beſtowed on him, keepe him within the li. 
mits of obedience. | 
For, this ſuſpition of his Faith ſhewed him rather the waie to breake, then 
retaine it; whenloeuer occaſion were offered : and the greater meanes hee had be- 
ftowed on him to make. him content, did but arme him with greater power for bis 
deſignes. For this Earle Joby had conferred vpon him in England the Earle- 
domes of Cornewall, Dorcet, Sommerſet , Nottingham , Darby, Lancaſter, and 
by the marriage with J1ſabell, Daughter to the Earle of Gloceſter, had likewiſe 
that Earledome; moreouer the Caſtles of Marlborow and Latgarſall, the Honours 
of Wallingford , Tichill, and Eye; to the valew of foure thouſand Markes per 
annum, beſides the | _ commaunds hee held thereby : which mighty Eſtate was 
not a meanes to ſatisfie bur increate his defires, and make him more daungerous at 
home, 

Then the more to ſtrengthen the reputation of his Viceroy the Biſhop of Ely, the 
King gets the Popc to make him his Legate of all England and Scotland; and to 
the end his Gouernment might not be diſturbed through the emulation of another,he 
confines the ele Archbiſhoppe of Yorke ( his baſe brother, whoſe turbulency hee 
doubted ) to remaine in Nermardie cill his returne, and takes his Oath to performe the 
ſame. 

Hauing thus ordered his affaires hee ſends backe into Ewgland this Great Biſhop, 
furniſhed with as great and abſolute a power as hee could giue him, to prouide 


to aſſure him in like ſort, to be ready at the ſame time,and place,which was in like maner | 


Vide Append, 
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parture out of 
England to- 
ward the Holy 
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neceſſaries for his intended journey. Wherein to pleaſe the King, hee offended 
the people, and committed great exactions, Clerum & poprlums opprimzebat, con- 
fundens faſque nefaſque, faith Houeden, Hee tooke of eucry Cirtie in England rwo 
Palfryes, and two other Horſes of ſeruice, and of eucrie Abbay one of each; 
likewiſe of cuery Mannor of the Kings, one of each for this ſeruice. And to ſhewe 
what hee would prooue, hee tooke the Caſtle of Windſor from the Biſhoppe of 
Dureſme, and confined him within his Towne of Howedon, queſtions his Authoritie, 
and workes him much vexation, and for all his meanes made to the King, ouertopt 
him. 

The King takes order for a Nauie to conuay people and prouifion to the Holy land, 


ExaRions by 
the Viceroy. 


and commits the charge thereof to the Archbifkop of Amxere, and the Biſhop of 
K Bayern | 
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| Bayer, Robert de Sabul , Richard Cannile; which done, both Kings,at the latter end of 
Tane, with their powers together, take their journey to Lyons; where ( their numbers 
growing ſo great, as bred many incomberments, and diſtemprings betweene the na- 
tions) they part companies : the King of France takes the way of Genoxa by Land, the 
King of England,of Merſeilles; where,a fter hee had ſtayed eight dayes,cxpeCting in vaine 
the coming abour of his Nauie withheld by tempeſt, hee was forced to hire twentie 
Gallies, and ten other great veſſels, to tranſport him into the Ifle of Sicilia . The King 
of France takes ſhipping az Genoxa,and by rempeſt was driuen to land in the ſame Iſle, 
and arriued there before the King of Exgland : where, thoſe mighty companies of both 
theſe powerfull Kings, fell fowle on each other,and themſclues taking part wich their 
people cnter in quarrell and rancor, ſo that being of equall power and ſtomacke, and a- 
like emulous of honour and reuenge,they began ro ſhew what ſucceſle, their entet priſe 
was likely to yeeld, The King of Fraxee repayring his wracked Naulic,and the King of 
Englands long ſtaying for his, forced them both to Winter in S:cilia,to the great peſture 
and dilturbance of that people, themſelues and theirs, 

william late king of Sicife who had married Toave, ſiſter to the King of England, was 
dead ( which made the entertaynment of the Erg/zſh there, the worſe) and Tancred; baſe 
ſonne of Roger, grandfather to #/illiam, was inueſted inthe kingdore, contrary to the | 
will of the late King ( dying without yſſue;)and the fidelitie of the people ſworne to Con- 
ftantia the lawfull daughter ofthe ſayd Roger, married to Henry King of Almaine,ſonne 
to the Emperour Frederie Barbaroſſa, by which occaſion Tancredi was forced to vſe 
allmeanes to hold what hee had gotten by ſtrong hand,and had much to doe a cainſt 
the Emperour and his ſonne Henry. The King of England after great contention with 
him, to make the conditions of his ſiſters dowre the better, enters into league with 
Tancredi againſt all men to preſerue his Eſtate, and gets in concluſion 20000. Oun- 
ces of Gold for his Siſters dowre, and 20000 more, ypon a match to bee made be- 
tweene Arthar Earle of Brittame, {onne to Geffery his next brother ( who was to ſuc- 
ceed him inthe Crowne of Englana,ifhimſcltc died without yſlue) and the daughter of 


| T ancred,, 


Art the opening of the Spring ( both kings hauing beene reconciled, and new Ar- 
ticles of Peace and concord figned, and ſworne )the king of France ſets firſt forward 
to the Holy Land : bucthe king of England Rayes in Sicdle vntill Whitſontide after, 
And during his abode ( which might therefore bee the longer) his Mother Queene 
Elienor ( who in her youth had well knowne the trauaile ofthe Eaſt ) came ynto him, 
bringing with her Berengnela, daughter to the king of Navarre, who was there fian- 
ced vnto him.Which done, Queene Eljonor departs home by the way of Rome, and 
the young Lady with the Queene Dowager of Sicile take their iourney with the King; 
who ſets forth with an hundred and thirty ſhips, and fifty Gallies,and was by tempeſt 
driuen to the Ile of Cypras;where, being denicd landing, he afſailes the Iſle on all fides, 
ſubdues it, places his Garriſons therein, and commits the cuſtody of the ſame to 
Richard de Cannile,and Robert de Tyrnham,taking halfe the goods of the Inhabitants 
from them; in Lieu whereof hee confirmed the yſe of their owne Lawes. And here 
our Hiſtories ſay,hee married the Lady Berenguela, and cauſed her to bee Crowned 

ucene. 

Fil miſchiefes ſuffred theſe two famous Iſles of Chriſtendome in the paſſage of thoſe 
mighty Princes againſt Pagans, who peraduenture would haue as well vſed them for 
their goods, and treaſure as theſe did;but Armies and power know 10 inferior friends it was 
their Fate fo to lic in the way of great attempters, who,though intie cauſe of Piety, 
would not ſticke to doe any iniuſtice. 

From hence paſſes this famous king to the Holy Land, with the ſpoyles and treaſure 
of threenoble rich Iſlands, Erglard, Sicile, and Cyprus ( beſides what Normandy and 
Grier could furniſh him withall ) and there conſumes that huge colleCted maſſe, euen 
as violently as it was gotten,though to the exceeding great renowne of him,and the na« 
tion. Heere for the better vnderfſtanding this bulſineſle, ic is not amiſſe to deli- 
uer in what ſort ſtood the Eſtate of ghoſe affaires in Afia, which ſo much troubled 
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The Life,andreigne,of Richard the firſt. 


theſe mighty Princes, and drew them from the ytmoſt bounds of Earope,thus ro aduen. 
] ture themſclues,and conſume their Eſtates, 

It was now foure ſcore and eight yeares ſince Godfrey of Bologne, Prince of Lorraine, 
with his company recouer:d the Citie of Jeruſalem , with the Countrey of Pale/t#1a,and 
a grear part of Syria,our of tne hands of the Sarazms,obrained the Kingdome thercof, 
and was Crowned witha Crowne of Thornes in example of our Sauiour, reig- 
ned one yeare,died,and left ro ſucceed him his brother Baldwin, who gouerned eigh- 
| teene yeares, and left che Crowne to anorher of thatname, Baldwin de Burgo, who 
reioned thirteene yeares,and left a daughter, and his Kingdome in diflention , Fukke 
Earle of Aniou marries this daughter, and enioyes the Kingdome eleuen yeares, 
and left ewo young fonnes , Baldwin, and Almerique : Baldwin reignes foure and twenty 
yearcs, and afcer him his brother Atmerique rwelue , and leaues Baldwin his ſon to 
| ſucceed him; who being ſickly , and deſpayring of yſſue, made Baldwin his Nephew, 
ſon tothe Marqueſſe of orferrato and Sibilla his filter, his ſucceſſor, and com- 
mits rhe charge of him, wich the adminiſtration of the Kingdome, to Raymond Earle 
of Tripoly, whom Gny de Lufignan who had married Sibilla ( the Widdow of 


> 


_—_— 


the Kingdome, not withour ſufpition of poyſoning the young King. Raymond 
making warre vpon him, L«//gnan drawes in Sultan Saladin of Egypt to his ayde, 
who glad of that occaſion, tro augment his owne State deftroyed them both, with 
| their Kingdome, and wonne the Citte-of Prolomeide, Aſeto, Beryths, Aſcalon, and af- 
ter one months fiege,the Citie of Jersſalems, toure ſcore and eight yeares after it had 
bcene conquered by Godfrey. 

Now to recoucr this confounded State, come theſe two Great Kings from a farre 
and a CGfferent clyme, with an Army compoſed of ſeuerall Nations , and ſeuerall hu- 
mours ,Engliſh,French,Italians and Germaines; againft a mightie Prince ofan vnited 
power, Within his owne ayre,neere at home, bred and made by the ſword, inuredto vi- 
Etories,acquainted with the fights,and forces of the Chriſtians, and poſlefſed almoſt of 


—_— 


Aonferrato ) put from that charge ,and yſurped the Gouernment, and at length | 


The State of * 
Paleſtina, 


all the beſt pceces of that Countrey. 

And heere they {it downe before the City of Acov, defended by the power of Sala- 
din, which had becne before beſieged by the Chriſtians the ſpace of three yeares; and | 
had $;\ the lives of many worthy Princes, and great perſonages, whoſe names are | 
dcliue a by our Writers, amongſt whom 1] will remember theſe few of eſpeciallnote: | 
Conraat; Duke of Suexia, ſon of Frederic the Emperour(which Frederic was alſo drow- 
ned comming thirher)with the Earles of Perch; Pwntif,and olde Theobald Earle of Bloys 
that famous Stickler berweene the Kings of England and France : Stephen Earle of San- 
cerre: the Earle of Vandoſme, Bertoldas a Duke of Germany, Roger and Ioſelin Earlcs of 
Apulia &c. And laſtly, Phikhp Earle of Flaunders: 2nd of our Nation, Baldwin 
Archbiſhoppe of Canterbury; Robert Earle of Leiceſter , Ralph de Glanuile, Chiete 
Iuſtice of England, Richard de Clare; Walter de Kine, &c. And notwithſtanding all 
the forces of thele rwo Kings, they held out foure menthes after,and then rendred them- 
ſelues ypon compoſition. 

Attheirentring into the Citie, the Enfignes of Leopold Duke of Auſtrich,bee- 
ling planted on the walles , were with great ſcorne taken downe by the comman- 
dement of King Richard, and thoſe of the two Kings ereCted;. which bred great 
[rancour, and was afterward the occafioriof much miſchiefe to the king of England. 
Beſides, curing this fiege, divers ſtings were miniftred, or taken of diſpleaſure, 
and malice berweene the two kings, apt to bee ſet on fire by the leaſtrouches of 
conceipt, 

The King of France fu'l of diſdaine, for the reietion of his Siſter, and the mar- 
riage ofthe Kiag of England with Berenguela; belides competition of honour ( which 
their cquality was ſubic& vnto) made any iot of the leaſt diſproportion thereof, 
a wounde without cure ; And daylie occaſions in ſo great hearts fell out to worke 
the ſame, The Article of equa/l demrding their gaines in this voyage,concluded between them 
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parts from the 
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Conrade mut- 
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Longſhawps 
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| 


halfe the Treaſare and gooods of the Earle of Flannders,whereon the King of France had ſei- 
ſed; and therein,neither is ſatisfied. Then are there rwo pretenders to the Crowne of [e- 
ruſalem,Guy of Lyſignan,and Conrade, Marquis of Monferrato: Gny pleads the poſſeſſion 
thereof, which he had by his wife $b#/a: the King of England takes part with Gay - the 
King of France,with Conrade: And with theſe differences are they kept in imbroylements, 
and continually diſtempered, in ſo much, as by their owne heats and the contagion of 
the Councry, they fellinto a moſt dangerous fickneſſe,that coſt them borh,rheir haire, 
bcing more then they got by the voyage. 

But being recoueredgthe King of France had no longer will to ftay there, where hee 
ſaw no more likelihood of honour or profit : and ar home, hee knew was berter good 
to be done with lefſe danger, and the rather by rhe death of the Earle of Flaunders , 
whoſe ſtate lay ſo neere,as it rooke yp part of his; whereofhe had a purpoſe ro abridge 
his ſucceſſor; and therefore,craues leaue of the king of England ( for without leaue of each 
other it was conenanted,neither of them ſhould depart )to returne home: which King Richard 
was hardly wonne to grant,in reſpect he knew the daunger, it might worke him, in his 
abſence,to let ſuch an offended Lyon looſe. | 

Bur inthe end throughthe earnelt follicitation of the King of France, and his aſſu- 
rance( confirmed by Oath)not doe any thing offenſive to his Dominion in France, du» 
ring his abſence, he yeelds thereunro. And ſo departs this great Prince,leauing the 
Eatle of Borgogne Lieutenant of his forces: And Kiag Richard bertakes him to the ficge 
of Aſcalon : writes inueCtiue letters againſt the King of Fraxce for leauing him: who 
likewiſe defames King Richard amongſt his neighbours ar home. And it may be doubt- 
ed whether the periurie of theſe two kings did aot adde more to their fn, then the aQti- 
on they vndertooke for the remiſſion thereof could rake away, for that A good worke 
impiouſly managed.merits 10 wore then an ill, 

Ten moneths the king of Exgland [ayes behind in theſe parts, conſuming both his men 
and treaſure without any great ſuccefſe,though with much noble valor and exceeding 
courage; finding cuer great peruerineſle in the Earle of Borgogne, who according to his 
maiſters inſtructions ſhewed no great deſire to aduance the aQion, where another mult 


carry the honour : bur willing alwaies to returne home ( pretending his want ) drew | 


backe when any buſinefle of umportance was to be done; and atlength falls ficke, and 
dies at Acorn, | 

Conrade, who was ſo much fauoured by rhe King of France, in his title for th&king- 
dome, was murthered by two Aſſaſſig whereofthe King of England was ( but very 
wrongfullie)taxed;and the Earle of Champagre,marrying his Widdow, Silter co Queene 
Sibilla,vwas by King Richard preferred'to the Crowne of leruſalem, and Guy of Lafignan 
(the other pretender) made King of Cyprs,and ſo both; contented, During this bulineſle 
abroade in tbe Eaſt,the tate of Exgland ſuffred much at home vnder the government of 
Longſbawp,who vſurping the mw authority to himſelfe without communicating any 
thing either with the Nobility,ar the reſt of the Commiſſioners ioyned with him, did 
what hee liſted, and with that inſolencie carried himſelfe, as he incurred the hatred of 
the whole Kingdome,both Clergic and Lay.His traine was faid to be ſo great,& the 
pompe of attendants ſuch,as where be lay in any religions houſe bur one night, 3,yeares 
revenues would ſcarce ſuffice to recouer the charge, Beſides,being a ſtranger himſelte, 


and vſing only French men about him, made his courſes the more intollerable to the | 


Engliſh:inſo much,as at length the whole Clergie,and Nobility oppoſe againſt his pro- 
ccedings,and the Earle on taking aduantage vpon theſe diſcontenmtments ( to make 
himſelfe more popular,and prepare the way to his intended vſurpation) ioynes with the 
ſtare againſt this B.being the man that had cuer croſſed his courles, having an eſpeciall 
eye vnto him,as the moſt dangerous perſon of the Kingdome, both in reſpe&t of che 
Kings charge,and his owne ſafctie, be; 
Andnow there fell out a fit occafionto ruine the Chancellor by this meanes, Gef- 
frey the Ele& Archbiſhop of Yorke, baſe ſonne tro Herry the 2. to whole preferment in 
Engl.King Richard was auerſe ( & therefore had confin'd him within Normandy, during 


the 


his abſence ) had by great labour to Pope Celeſtine, obtained a power to bee inueſtedin 
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that Sca ; whoſe comming into Eng/ard being aduertiſed to the Chancellor Longſhamp, 
he was at his landing at Doxer apprehended, and drawne by force our of the Church 
which hee had recoucred, and trom the Altar in his Pontificall habit trailed 1nto the 
Calle in moſt vile manner, Of which violence the Earle Joby, and the Biſhop taking 
 notice,they command the Chancellor not only to releaſe him, bur alſo to anſwere the 
matter, beforc the aſſembly of the Bifſhops,and Nobility at Paul : where,they Article, 
and 'vrge againſt him many hainous actions commicred, contrarie ro the Commiſſion 
g1uen him,and the Wealeof the King,and Kingdome. 

The Archbiſhop of Roar,and Wiltam Marſhall Earle of Srrignile,ſhewed openy the 
Kings Leteers pattents, dartcd at Meſſena iy Sigile, whereby they were made Commiſſi. 
oners with him in the government ngdome; which notwithſtanding, hee 


wou!d never ſuffer them to deale fle of the ſame - but by his owe vio- 
lent,and headlong will , doe all hy icrefore inthe end hee was by the Aſſem- 
bly depoſed from his Office : and the Archbiſhop of Royer ( who would doe nothing 
without the Councell of the State) inſtituted therein, The Tower of London, and 
the Caſtle of Windſor are taken from him , and deliuered to the Archbiſhop, And fo 
this great Officer preſuming too much in his place (hauing enuy ſo neere him, and a 
maiſter ſo farre off) was throwne downe from his State, faine to refigne his Legan- 
tine Croſſe at Canterbyry, and to take vp that for the Holy watre :and priuily ſeck- 
ing to eſcape ouer Sea, was,in the habite of a woman , with a webbeof Linnin cloth 
vnder his arme , taken vpon the ſhore at Dower , and moſt opprobriouſlie made a 
{ſpectacle to the people, and conduCted with all derifion tothe Caſtle ; whence after 
eight daies hee was by the Earle Johyreleaſed , and ſuffered ro goe on his journey ; 
whercin, being the meſſenger of his owne miſuſage,he had the aduantape of his aduer- 
fries,and preuailed againſt them withthe Pope,who r&dkeit very tenderly, the power 
Legantine ſhould be ſo vilified. - 
The Earle /ohr,the Archbiſhop of Rowen, and the other Tuſtices ofthe King,granr 
ynto the Citty of London their Common (or liberties,) and the Cittizens ſwore fealtic to 
KingRichard and his heire:and that if he died without ifſne they wowld receine the Earle John 
for their Lord aud King and likewiſe ſwore fealty vnts Þ11» againſt all men ,eſernmg their faith 
to King Richard. | 
In. this forwardneſſe was the Earle Joby for his brothers Crowne , whilſt hee is be- 


leagaring Aſealon, and grapling with Saladm Swltan in the Eaſt. Bur hauing notice 
of this proceeding in England, and bow the King of France had taken in Giſors , and 
rhe Country of Yexin,contrarie to his Oath; hee takes the 6portunity of an offer mad- 
by Saladine of a truce for three yeares , ypor® condition that hee ſhould reſtore Aſcalon 
to the ſame State wherein he found it before the ſiege : which hee did by the Counſell of 
the Templars, and the whole Armie. And preſently leaumg Wie, Siſter, and people 
rocome afier him (as they could prouide) takes a ſhippe with ſome few followers,and 
returnes from this aftion,with as great precipitation as hee vndertooke it : having con-. 
ſumed therein all that mighty Treaſure lefc him by his Father , and all that otherwiſe 
hee could teare from his ſubie&s, and others, by violent extortion, or cunning 
raQtiſes, 
: Pardon vs Antiquity if we miſcenſure your ations which are ener (as thoſe of men) accor- 
ding to the vogue , and ſway of times , and haut onely their vpholding by the opinion of the pre. 


'{tion, and had as pitrifull an euent, 


' ſemt : wee deale with you but as po ſterity will withys (which ener thikes it ſelfe the wiſer that 


| will indge likewiſe of our errors according to the caſt of their imag mations. But for a King 


of England to returne in this faſhion, cannot bee but anote of much inconfidera- 
For hauing taken vp by the way three Gallies to 
condu&t him to Ragyſa for three hundred Markes of Siluer, (diſguiſed ynder the 
names of Pilgrimes,) hee was by his. Ixuiſh expences diſcouered ro bee the 
'King of England; which note once taken, it was impoſſible for him to lay a- 
; Nie couering thereon , that could euer hide himmore - though vpon warning thereof, 
| he preſently lefcall bis companie,and with one man onely takes borſe, and through ail 
, the daungers of a wilde deſert,and rocky Country , trauayling day and night, paſſes 
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The Life,and reigne,of Richard the firſt. 
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taken priſoner 


King Richard 
depoſed him. 
{ {elfe of the 
Kingdome of 
England, 


Earle 1obx 
doth hom age 
to the King of 
France for 
Norwandy, 


| Toke, preuailed ſo much with the Emperour as hee held him priſoner a whole yeare, 


into Asſffrich , where Fame , that was a ſpecdicr poſt then him ſelfe, was before him, 
And coming -toa Village nere to Vieanz,and repoſing himſelfe in a poore hofterie, was 
taken aſleepe, by meanes of his companion going forth to prouide necefſaries for bim, 


who as hee was changing money was knowne, taken,and brought before the Duke of 


Auſtrich , and ypon examination confeſſed where his maiſter was; of which prize the 
Duke was moft ioyfull,in reſpect of his revenge for the diſgrace hee did him at the en- 
tring of Aco,and preſently ſends him to the Emperour Henry the 6,whom likewiſe he 
had offended for ayding Tancred: the baſe ſon of Roger inthe v(urpation of the Crowne 
of Sicilia,againſt Conſtantia the lawfull daughter of rhe ſame Roger whom this Empe- 
rour had married. 

Newes hereof is preſently ſent by the Emperour to the King of France that he might 
likewiſe reioyce at this fortune, and hee tells him , That now the Enemy of his Ems. 
pire , andthe diſturber of the Kingdome of France,was faſt in hold, and all the manner how. 
The State of England's likewiſe ſoone certified of this heauy difaſter,and great meanes 
is made toredeeme their King out of captiuitie, who is ſayd to haue borne his fortune 
with that magnanimity , and cleered himſelfe of the ſcandalls layd on him for the death 
of Conrade the Emperors kinſman,and other his actions inthe Eaſt,in ſuch ſort, as hee 
won the affeCtion of the Emperor,ſo that he profeſſed a great dere to reftore him,and 
reconcile him to the King of France, Bur yer we find,That King Richard depoſed bimſelfe 
of the Kingdome of England , and delinered the ſame to the Emperor as his ſupreame Lord, 
and inueſted him therein by thy delivering vp his hat ,which thc Emperor returned vnto him 
in the preſence of the Nobility of Germany and England, to hold this Kingdome from 
him for 50 thouſand pounds ſterling to be payd as an annuall tribute. : 

And yet notwithſtanding all this , the King of Fravce, combining with the Earle 


and fixe weekes, through the offer of mighty ſummes they made vnto him. For he,and 
the Earle Toby fully accounted that he ſhould haue beene held a perpetuall priſoner, and 
ypon that reckning the Earle John did homage to the King of France for the Durchy 
of Normandy and allthe reſt of thoſe. tranſmarine territories , and for England as t's 
fayd:and beſides refignes vato him Giſors, with the Country of Pexin, ſweares to mar- 
ry his ſiſter Alice,and to bee diuorced from his other Wife the Daughter of the Earle 
of Gloceſter. - The King of France couenants to giue him- wich his filter thatpart of 
Flanders which he had taken from that Earledome,and ſweares to ayde him ia the aitay< 
ning both of England and whatſocuer elſe the Lands of his brother. 

Then goes the Earle Job» ouer into Exgland carrying many firangers with him, 
and preſently the Caſtles of Wallingford and Windſor are rendred vato him : then 
comes hee to Lowden and requires of the Archbiſhop of Roxen,and other the Commil- 
fioners,the Kingdome of Englard,and that fealty bee made ynto him,affirming his bro- 
ther was dead: bur they not giuing credit vnto him, and denying his defire ; with rage 
and ſtrong hand, hee fortifies his Caſtics, and in hoſtile manner inuades the Lands of 
his brother,finding many partakers to joyne with him, 

The Queene mother, the Tuſtices of Exgland , and all the faithfull ſeruants of the 
King, guard and defend the ports, againſtthe inuafion of the French, and Flemings, who 
in great numbers ſecke to ayde the Earle /ohn;and alſo they labour the redemption of 
the King,whoſe ranſome the Emperour rates at 100 thouſand Markes, with the finding 
of fiftic Gallies ready furniſhed, and rwo hundred ſouldiers to attend his ſeruice inthe 
holy warres for one yeare. 

In Nermandy the Officers and Seruants of the King of Erglanddefend with no 
lefſe faith, and courage the _ of cheir Maifter againſt the King of France , who 
with all his power labuurs to ſubdue them, and by his large offers to the Empe- 
rour prolongs his redemption, and inhaunces his ranſome, This toyle and charge 


— 


is the world put into through the misfortune and weakenefle of their hardy King, 
who, onely in reſpect of his valour ( being otherwiſe not worth ſo much) and 
the Holy worke hee vndertooke, (whereby hec obliged the Clergie , which then y1a- 
naged all,) got the opinion and loue of his ſubic&s, in ſuch ſort, as they ftraine 
euen 
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euen beyond their ability to recouer and preſerue him , and ſo wrought in the end that 
the Emperour compounds with King Richard in, this manner : That hee ſhould ſend his 
Commiſſioners to London , and receiue an hundred thouſand Markes of pure ſilner of Cologne 
waight ,to be ſealed vp and ſafely condutted to the bounds of the Empire at the perill of the King 
of England; and other fifty thouſand Markes of ſiluer (whereof twenty thonſand for the Duke 
of Auſtrich,and thirty thouſand for the Em peror ,to be payd at ſenen moneths after, and pledges 
tobe ginen : threeſcore to the Emperour, and ſeucn to the Duke, Beſides,the King of England 
ſweares to ſend his Neece, the ſiſter of Arthur Earle of Brittaine, to bee married tothe Duke of 


Auſtrich, &c. | 
And the Emperour granted tothe King of Erglind by his Charter the ſoveraignty of 


hid in Burgogne with the Homages of the King of Arragon, the Earles of Dijon, and Saint 
Giles, In winch countries were fiue Archbiſhopricks, thirty three Biſhopricks; bur the 
Emperour could never haue domination ouer them , nor they receiue any Lord thar hee 
preſented them. So that this great gift conſiſted bur intitle, which yer pleaſed King 
&Richard,thar hee mightnort ſeeme to part with all his ſubſtance for nothing. And the 
ſame wind he ſends to Hubert the new Archbiſhop of Canterbary , late made his Vice- 
erent in Exg/and,to be blowne ouer all che Kingdome , by a letter wrote ynto him : 
whercin he hath theſe words. For that ſure 1 am, you much deſire our delinerance and greatly 
reioyce therin we wil that you be partaker of our toy, and thought fit to ſignifie to your belouednes, 
that the Lord the Emperour hath prefixed the day thereof to be vpon Munday after the feaſt of 
the Natiuity ,and the Sunday after we ſhall receme the Crowne of the Kingdome of Provence, 
which he hath ginen vs, whereof wee ſend his letters Patents unto jou , and other onr friends, 
and well willers:& do you in the meane time,as much a4 in yor tyeth,comfort thoſe you know lone 
vs; and deſire our promotion. Teſte meipſo apud Spiram 22. Sepr, The Emperonr lhewiſe 
writes to the Biſhops, Earles, Barons, and other the ſu! iefts of England, how he purpoſed to ad- 
mance and magnificently to honor his eſpecial friend therr King , and in this Coyne are they payd 
at home for what they were to lay ont. 

King Richard ſends after this, for his Mother Queene Elroer ( who is ill a trauailer ) 
and for the Archbiſhop of Rowen with many others to come vynto him, 2bour the rime 
3nd bufineſſe ot his deliuerance,for which, There is impoſed vpon enery Knights fee twenty 
Jhullmgs the forerth part of all lay mens rewenucs , and the fourth part of all the revenues of the 
Clergie, witha tenth of their gogds is enioyned to be payd. The Chalices and treaſure of «ll 
Churches are taken tomake vp the ſumme, thelikeis done in all his territories beyond che 
Seas, {o dearely colt the returne of this King trom his Eafterne voyage. | 


with her ſiſter in law the Queene Dowager of Scilia , fearing the Emperours malice, 
were a Whole yeere in trauailing from Pale/tma , and at length were conducted vnto 
Poiftoy, The King of France hearing ofthis concluſion made betwixt King Richard an 
rhe Emperour,Writes to the Earle Tohn how the dinell was got looſe, willr:g him now to looke to 
himelfe;and it wexed them exceedingly both,being diſappoynted thus of their hopes, And there- 
vpon,the Earle Joby leauing bis Cattles in England well detended , and incouraging his 
Souldiers to hold out, and creditno reports,departs into Normandy, where hee with the 
King of France , whileſt King Richard is yet in the Emperours hands, folicites him , with 
the proffer of a hundred an4 fifiy thouſand markes,or elſe a thouſand pound a moneth , [7 long as | 
he hetd him his priſoner. But it preuailed not, though it Raggered the Emperour for a 
time, whoin the end ſhewed this letrerto King Richard ( thac hee might ſee what care 
was taken for him) and then delivers him to his mother Eliozor , recciuing the pledges 


for obſervation of peace, (andthe reſt of the ranſome vnpayd) the Archbiſhop of Rever, 


one yeare and fixe weekes after his Captivity , in the fourth yeere of his reigne hee re- 
rurnes into England , where the Biſhops(in whoſe grace eſpecially he was)had cxcom- 
municated the Earle oh, and all bis adherents, and taken in his Caſtles of Marleborow þ 
Laxcaſter, and a fortrefle at Saint Michels mount in Cornewall, defended by Henry de 
Pumeroy.But his Caſtle of Nottingha, though ſtrongly affailed by Relph Ele of Cheſter 

| and 


Prouence, Vienne, and Viennoys, /Aarſellis, Narbona, Arts, Lyons , and whatſoener bee | 


And his Queene Berengnela had likewiſe her part of affliction in this journey, "BY "9 
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and the Earle Ferrers, and the Caſile of Tichill by the Biſhoy of Dareſme , held ouc for 
the Earle-/ohr,and found the King ſome worke to doe vpon his returne; who preſenc- 
ly without any ſtay otberwhere , came before Nottingham Caſtle with all the ſhew of 
ſtate and greatneſle he could make; which yet could not fo terrifie the defendants, as 
to make them yeelde , confidenteirher intheir owne ſtrength, or in opinion that there 
was no Kiag euer to 1ecurne ro aſſault them, and ſuppoſing ic bur a meere ſhew, reſol- 
ued to hold out for cheir maiſter ; which put the King to much crauaile, and great Cx- 
pence of blood before they rendred themſelues , which was alſo vpon pardon. Thoſe 
of the Caſtle of Tichil yeelded to the Biſhop of Dareſme,their perſons and goods ſaued, 

The King aſſembles a Parliament at Nottingham,where Queene Elionvor was preſent, 
and fate on his right hand. The firſt day of the Seffion, he diffe;ſerh Girard de Canuile of 
the Caſtle of Lincolne, and the Shriefwick of that Shire : from Hugh Bardolph he takes the 
Shriefwicke of Yorkeſhire,the Ca/tles of Torke, Scarborow,and the cuſtody of weſtmerland,and 
expoſes them al to ſale. The Archbiſhop of Yorke gines for the Shriefwicke of Torkeſhire three 
thouſand Markes with one hundred Markes of annuall rent, 

The ſecond day of the Sefſion the King requires iudgement vpon the Eatle /ohn, for 
hauing contrary to his Oath of fealty vſurped his Caſties,@c, and comratled confederacy with 
the King of France againſt him. And likewiſe indgement againſt Hugh de Nauant Byhop of 
Couentry,for adhering tothe Earle Tohn,and the Kmmgs enemies, And it was adiudged,they 
ſhold both appeare at a peremptory day to ſtand to the Law.Which if they did not,the Earle John 
ro deſerne baniſhment, and the Biſhop to undergoe the indgement, buth of the Clergie,as being a 
Biſhop,and of the Layety,being the Kn:gs Shriefe : But this Biſhop rwo yeares atcer, was re- 
ſtored to the Kings fauour,and his Biſhopricke, for fiue chouſand Markes, The third 
day of this Seffion was granted to the King , of exery plongh-land throughout England, 
two ſhillings : beſides,the King required the third part of the ſermice,of enery Knights fee, for his 
attendance in Normandy: and all the poll that yeare of the Monkes Ciſteanx Which for that 
i was grienous and inſupportable unto them,they fine for money. | 

The fourth and laſt day,was for the hearing of grienances and accuſations,and ſo this aſ- 
ſembly brake vp. Bur here either to adde more Maieſtie after calamity , or elſe to nul- 
lifie bis aft done to the Emperour, is appoynted the Kings recoronation to be ſolem- 
nized at Wincheſter, preſently ypon the Feaſt of Eafter next following, Whileſt the King 
was intheſe parts, #/illiam King of Seots,repaires to him , and required the drgnities and 
honour his predeceſſors of right had in England ,and withall,the,Connties of Northumberland, 
Cumberland , Weſtmerland, ard Lancaſter, To whom the King of Exglard firft an- 
ſwered,that he wonld ſatis fie him by the adxice of h1s Conncel,which ſhortly ater was afſem- 
bled at Northampton; where after deliberation, he rold him,That his petition onght not in 
reaſon, to be granted at that time, when almoſt all the Princes of France were his enemies, for 
it would be « Ar rather an att of feare then any true affettion, & to part off for that time 
with faire promiſes : yet grants he by the aduice and conſent of the Councell,, vader 
bis Charter , to Filliam King of Scors and his heires for cuer : That when by ſommons they 
ſhold come tothe Court of the King of England ,the Biſhop ef Oureime,e+ the Shriefe of Nov - 
thumberland ſhould receine them: at the riger of Tweed,C+ bring them vnder ſafe conduit tothe 
rier of Teis,and there the Archbiſhop of Yorke, and the Shriefe of Yorkeſhive ſhould receine &y 
condutt them to the bounds of that C ounty:& ſo the Biſhops and Shriefes of other Shires till they 
came tothe Court of the King of England; and from the time that the Kmyg of Scots firſt entred 
into this Realme , he tons an bundred ſhillings a day allowed of gift for his charge , and 
after he came to the Court, thirty ſhillings a day ,and twelue Waſtells, and twelue Simnels of the 
Kings foure quartes of the Kings beſt wine & ſix of ordinary wine,two ponnas of pepper cf foure 
porinds of Cinamon; two pounds of Waxe, or foure Wax tights, forty great long perchers of the 
Kings beſt candles and twenty fonre of ther ordinary; andat his return: to bee ſafely condutted 
as he came.and with the ſame allowance. 

From Nerthampton,both th Kings goto Woodſtock, and thence to Wincheſter,where 
the Coronation is ſumptuouſly ſolemnized, And there King Richard retumes the two 
Mannors he {old to the Biſhop of Wincheſter, ar his going tothe holy Warre, and like- 
wiſe the Caſtle of Winobeſter and that County , with whatſocuer ſales hee had made elſe. 
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of the Demaynes of the Crowne, alledging that it was not in his power to aliene any thing | 
| appertayning to the ſame wherby his State was to ſubſiſt,The Bilho p of Dareſme {ecing thele 
reuocations, did voluntarily, deliver yp the Caſtle of Dareſme, wich the Country of 
Northumberland , which the King willed to be deliuered ro Hugh. Bardolph, Hugh Bi- 
' ſhop of Lincolz gaue for the liberty ot his Church one thouſand Markes of filues, re- 
deeming chereby the cuſtome of giuing to the King of Ergland cuery yeare a cloke fur- 
red with Sabells, 

Here all ſuch who had taken part with the Earle John and defended his Caſtles, were 
ſommoncd to appeare,andallthe rich were pur to their ranſome,the poorer fort let go 
at liberty, bur vnder ſureties of an hundred Markesa peece, to anſ{were inthe Kings 
Court whenfocuer they ſhould be called. The King of Scors , ſecing the King of Eng- 
! land vie all meanes for money, offers fifreene thouſand Markes for Northumberland, 
with the appurtenances,alledging how King Henry the ſecond gane the ſame to Henry bis 
Father, and that after him, King Malcolm enioyed it five yeares.This large offer of money 
tempted King Richard (o, as againe hee conſulted with his Councell about the matter, 
and in concluſion was willing to yeeld theſame to the king of Scots, reſeruing to him- 
ſelte rhe Caſtles: bur thar, the king of Scors would nor accept, and fo with much dif- 
content departs into Scorland; yer rwo yeare3 after this,King Richard ſends Hubert 
Waiter Archbiſhop of Canterbury to Yorke, there to treate with the king of Scots of a 
marriage berwecne Othohis Nephew,and Aargaret daughter to the ſaid king,to haue 
for herdowre all Lynox,and he would gine with his Nephew,Northumberland and the Earl- 
dome of Carlilewith all the Caſtles, biur the Queene of Scots in the time of this treaty, be- 
ing knowne to be with Childe, it rooke no effect, : 

From Wincheſter king Richard departs into Normandy with an hundred ſhips,fo that | King Richard | 
his tay 1n England was but from the latter end of February to the tenth of May, and | departs into 
that time onely ſpent in glganing our what poſſible this kingdome could yeeld, ro cone | —_ 
ſame the ſame in his buſiefſe of France, which tooke vp allthe reſt ofhisreigne, be. | 199 Ph 
' ing inthe whole but nine yeares,and nine moneths, whereof hee was never aboue eight 
moneths in Exgland.Nor doe wee finde that euer his wife Berengue{a was here, or had 2 
any dowry or honour of a Queene of Eng/and, or otherwiſe of any regard ith him, 
how much ſocuer ſhe had deſerued, | 

And now all affaires that either concerned the Srate in generall, or any mannes par- 
ticular, was(to the great charge and trauayle of the ſubieCts of England, to be diſpatch. 
ed in Normandte:and that gaine we had by our large dominions abrode . The firlt aQti- 
on that king Richard v1d-rtooke vpon his comming ouer , wasghe relieuing of Vernon, 
beſciged by the king of Fravce; and there his brother Toha, by the mediation of their 
mother Queene Elionor is reconciled vnto him, and abjures the part of the king of 
France. And to make his party the ſtronger in thoſe countries, hee firſt giues his fiſter 
Toane, Queene Dowager of Sicile, to Raymond Earle of Tolouſe, being the neereit neigh. 
bour of power to his Duchy of G#ien,and might moſt offend him. Then enters league 
with Baldwin Earle of Flanders from whom the king of France had taken Arters, and 
Fermandois,and on all iides ſeekes ro imbroyle his enemy.Foure yearcs atlealt, held this 
miſerable turmoyle berwixt theſe two kings, ſurpriſing, recouering,ruyning and ſpoy- 
ling each others Eftate, often deceiuing both the world, and themſelues with ſhew of 
couenants reconciliatorie, which were cuermore broken againe ypon all aduantages 
according tothe myſtery of war and ambition, 

King Philip of France to firengthen himſelfe with ſhipping ro oppoſe the Engliſh, 
marcies Botilda the ſiſter of \'»ur king of Denmark;but this match,made for his ends, & 
not affeiongurned to his more trouble, for the next day afcer his wedding hee pur 
her away,pretending ( beſides other things) propinquity of bloud, and for chis had hee 
long and great contention with the Church and the king of Denmarke. The Emperor 
ſends tothe king of England a maſſie Crowne of gold, and offers to:come and ayde him 
' againſt the king of Fraxce,and ro inuade his kingdome; bur the king returnes him one- 
| Iy thankes, not willing to haue him {tire in this buſines, in regard hee ſuſpeRed the 


| Emperour affeRed to adde France to the Empire,which would not be fafe for him : or 
chat / 
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Vide Append. 
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| England ſhould finde three hundred Knights for one years to remaine in his ſergice, or ſo mnch 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| that the King of France dealing with the Emperour might win him with mony, and ſo } 
in the end, ioyne both together againſt him. Now to ſupply the charge of this great | 
worke, England was ſure ill to beare the heauieſt part : and no ſhift is let vnſought, 
that might any way rayſe meanes to the King from ence. Witneſſe the Commiſſion gime? 
to the luſtices Itinerants ſent tuto enery Shire of England for exattion wpon pleas of the Crown, 
for Eſcheater ward/hips marriages, c.with the impronement of the Demaynes, and the order | 
zaken far the exatt knowmg of the Eſtates of men ,and eFecially of the Tewes, on whon; the king 
would haue none to prey but himſelfe : Then the rayſing an impoſition upon allowance of Turne- 
ments which was for enery Earle twenty 1ſarkes of ſiluer : enery Baron, ten, enery Knight ha- | 
ting lands, foure : and for ſuch as had none two Markes for a licence.The Collection where- 
of the Archbiſhop of Canterburie commits to his brother Theobald Walter. Beſides an- 
other new ſeale, the old being loſt by the Vice-Chancelor at the taking of Cypris, briugs ina 
new exaCtion, | 
But the proceeding ia the pleas ofthe Crowne and extorting of penalties, Anno Reg.g 
by Hugh Bardolph, ' Roger Arundle and Geffrey Hatchet, luſtices Itinerants tor Lyncotn- | 
ſhire, Nottinghamſhire, Darbyſhire, Yorkeſhire, Northumberland, Cumberland and Lan 
caſter, was of a higher ſiraine of exaction,and more protound, as hauing more of time, 
and preſumprion ypon the peoples {ufferance; of whom,when once criall was made that | 
they would beare,were ſure to haue more layd on them then they were able to vnder- 
goe. And with theſe vexations ( ſaith Houeden) all England from Sea to Sea was redu- | 
ced to extreame pouerty, and yet it ended not heere : another torment is added to the 
confuſion of the Subjects by the Tultices of che Foreſts, Hwgh Nexile, chiefe Juſtice, | 
Hugh ac and Erniſe de Neuile,who not oncly execute rhole hidious lawes introduced 
by the Norman,bur impoſe other of more tyrannicall feuerity, as the memory thereof 
being odious,delerucs ro be vtterly forgotten, hauing afterwards by the hard labour of 
our noble anceſtors,and the goodnes of more regular Princes, beene aflwaged and now | 
out of vſe. 
Beſides inthe ſame yeare,this King impoſes 5 ſhil.vpon every Hide or Plough-land,(which 
contayned an bundred Acres: ) for the leuying whereof amolt ſtrit courſe was taken : | 
Likewiſe he required by his Vicegerent the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, that the people of 


—_— 


F 


Money. allowing for enery Knight, three ſhillings per diem. Againſt which, Hugh Biſhop of 
Lynecoly oppoſes,and ſayes,:hat he would nener yeeld to the Kings will in this, for the detri- | 
ment it might be to the Church,and example topoſteritie, that (honld not complamne thereof and 

ſaz: Our Fathers haue eaten ſowre grapes,and the childrens teeth are ſet on edgezand turning to 
che Archbiſhop, w:ſked him,that he wonld doe nothing whereof he migbt be aſhamed. 

This Archbiſhop ſo husbanded the Kings bufinefle,that in Anno Reg.7, hee yeelded 
an accompt yvnto him, that hee had leujed ofthe Kingdome within the ſpace of two 
yeares,cleuen hundred thouſand Markes of filuer; which , confidering that time,is 
a molt remarkeable ſumme. And now,as the firſt a& of this King was his violent 
proceeding ina bufineſle of Treaſure with Stephen Thurſtan Seneſhall of Normanay, ſo 
was it likewiſe the laſt, and the cauſe of his deſtruction : for Widemare, Viſconnt of Li- 
wmoges , hauing found a great treaſure of filuer and goldin the ground, ſends a good | 
partthereofto the King,which herefuſes,laying clayme to the whole ; pidemare deny- 
ig the ſame, the King Jayes ſiege to his Caſtle where he imagined the treaſure was hid; 
they of the Caſtle being but weake, offered ro render the 1ame, their lives, members, 
and Armor ſaued; which the King would not yeeld vnto, but {wore that hee would 
ſack rhe Caſtle , and havg them all. Whereupon deſperatly they reſolued to ftand to 
their defence. King Richard with farchard, Generall of the Brabanſons going about 
the C:ſile to view what place was fittelt for an aſſault; Bertram de Gurdur, from the | 
walls ſhot a barbed arrow that hit the King in the arme,with ſuch a deadly blow, as he 


—_— 


| was preſently ſent to his lodging : notwithftanding commands hee his forces to proſe | 


cute the aſſault without intermiſſion; which they did, and tooke the Caftle,pucting 
ro execution all the defendants except Bertram , who by the Kings command was 
reſcrued, | 

But 
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But the arrow drawne out with great torture, left the head behinde, which being by 
a rude Chirurgion, after much mangling the fleſh hardly cur out, brought the King to 
deſpaire of lite, and to diſpoſe of his Eftztc ,leauing to bis brother /ohnchree parts of his 
treaſure,and the forth to his ſeruants. 

Which done,he willed Bertram Garayn to be brought vnto him,of whomthe denimm-< 
ded, what hurt he had done him, that prouoked him to doe this miſchiefe ;: ro whom 
Bertram replies: Thou haſt killed my father and my two brothers with thine owne hand,ard now 
wouldeſt han ſlaine mee, take what revenge thou wilt. I willingly endure whatſoener torture 


thou canſt inflit vpon me:in reſpeFt I haue ſlaine thee who haſt done ſuch and ſo great miſchiefe 


tothe world, The King notwiihſtanding this rough and deſperate anſwere, cauſed him to 
be let looſe, and not onely forgaue him his death, but commanded I 00,ſhillings lter- 


ling to be given vnco him, but archard after the King was dead,cauſed him to bee 


| The death of 


hanged and flaycd. 


This was the end of this Lyon-like King, when he had reigned nine yeares, and nine 
monthes,wherein hee exaCted,and conſumed more of chis Kingdome,then all his prede- 
ceflors from the Norman had done before him,and yer leſle deferued then any,hauing | 
neither lived here,neither left behind him monument of Pietie, or of any other publique | 
worke,or euer ſhewed loue or care to this Common: wealth, bur onely ro get what hee | 
could from it.Neucr had Prince more giuen with lefſe adoe and lefſe noiſe then hee, 
Thereaſon whereof,as I have ſaid, was his vnderraking the Holy warres,and the cauſe of 
Chrift,with his ſuffering therein; and that made the Clergie, which then might doe all, 
todeny him norbing :and the yeople,fed with the report of his miraculous valour,horri- 
ble incounters in his voyage abroad, ( and then ſome victorie in France) were brought to 
beare more then euer otherwiſe they would haue done. | 

Then had he ſuch Miniſters here to ſerue his turne as preferred his,before the ſeruice 
of God, and did more for him in his abſence, then ever peraduenture hee would, or 
could haue done for himſelfe by being here preſent. For,both, to hold their places, 8 
his good opinion,they deuiſe more ſhifts of rapine,then had cuer bin praRiiſed before 
in this kingdome;and cared not ſo he were ſatisfied what burihen they layd on the Sub» 
ie;which rent,aad torne by continuall exaRtions was made the more miſerable,in that 
they came betrayed with the ſhew of Religion and Law, the maine ſupporters of humane 
focictie,ordayned to preſerue the ſtate of a people and not ro confound it. But the inſo- 
lent ouercharging the State in theſe times,vaue occaſion to the future, to prouide for 
themſelues;Exccfles euer procure alterations, And the Succeſſors of this king were but 
little beholding vnto him; for our of his & his brochers irregularitie, their boundleſfſnes 
came to be brought withinſome limits, Yet whar this king would haue proued, had his 


— 
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daies allowed him other then this rough part of warre,we know not; but by the opera- 
tion of a poore Hermits ſpeech made vnto him,we are ſhewed that he was conuertible, 
For being by him vehemencly vrged to be mindetull ofthe ſubuerſion of Sedowme,and to 
abſtaine from things vnlawfull,chereby,to auoyd the vengeance of God, he vpon an in- 
ſuing ſicknes ( a ſounder Counſailor then healch) remembring this aduertiſement,vowes 
a reformation of his life ; and did afterward vpon his recouery, euery morning riſe early 
to hearc diuine ſeruice.For Which Howeden hath this note : How glorious it ts for a Prince 


to beginand end his attions in him,who is beginning without beginning, and indges the enas of 
the Earth. Beſides, he groves hoſpitable co the poore, and made reſtitucion of much 


Church veſſell;that had beene taken and fold for ranſome, 

Thoxgh this King bad no iſſne,yet was hee told by a Prieſt in France that he had three enill | 
dawghters,and adnoniſhed to put them away and beſtow them abroad to axoyde the puniſhment 
of God, The King gane him the lie and ſayd,he knew none he had, Yes Sir,reptied the Prie/t , 
three daughters you haue,and they are theſe,Pride, Couctouſneſle, and Lercheric. T he 
King calling thoſe who were preſent about him,&- r<lating what the Prieſt had ſaid willed them 
to be witneſſes how he would beſtow theſe his 3.daughters which the Prieſt charged him withall, 
The 1.which is Pride, I giueto the Templars and Hoſpirallers, Couctoulnefle, to the 
Monkes of Ciſteaux Order, and Letcherie to the Clergic: thi ſodaine rerortion ſhewes vs 
his quickneſſe,and what kinde of men were then maligned,and ont of his grace. 


His yilue, 


The end of the Life, and Reigne,ofRichardrhe firſt, 


| King Jabs 
Coronation, 


— 


Exgland ſecu- 
red to King 
Iobn. 


The Life,and reigne,of King John. 


OH N having his brothers Army in the field, with all his Seruants and 
followers , entertaines them generally with promiſes of large rewards, 
I and thereby had the aduantages of time,power,and opinion, to helpe him 
on to his defires ,. Hwbert Archbiſhop of Canterbury being vpon bulines 
in thoſe parts,and the moſt potent miniſter he could wiſh, for ſo migh- 


cvAtry 
ty a worke,he preſently diſpatches for England, with William Marſhall Earle of Strignil, 


* | Geffery Fitz, Peter,&c, to prepare the people to receiue him for thcir King : who, clpe- 


cially dealing with thoſe were moſt doubted would oppole him, and vndertaking for 
him that he ſhould reſtore vnto them their rights, and goucrne the kingdome , as he 
ought , with moderation ; wrought ſo as they were all content vpon thole conditi- 
ons, to ſweare Fealty vnto him againſt all men, Theſe vndertakcrs, likewiſe, ſend 
word to William King of Scots ( to hold himin, from any atrempr ) that he ſhould alſo 
haue full atisfaRtion for what he claymed in England, vpon the recurne of their new 
Maiſter. And ſo wereall things made cleare on this fide, Bur onthe other , tte right 
of ſucceſſion, which was in Arthar the elder brothers Sonne, ſtirred affeRtions of an- 
other nature,the nobility of Aniow, aine and Twreine, maintayning the viuall cultome 
of inheritance, adhere to Arthur, whom his mother Conſtance puts vnder the Protection 
of the King of Frazce,who receiues him and vndcrtakes the defence of hisright. 

Tohn having hus chiefe ayme at the Crowne of Exgland,could haue no time of ſtay to 
cloſe thoſe ruptures that ſo violently brake out there, but hauing receiued the inueſti- 
ture ofthe Dutchy of Normandy,and performed all thoſe rites,he ſpeedily, with his mo- 
ther Elionor (who muſt haue her part in cuery a of her Sonnes ) paſſes ouer into 
England, and byway of eleCtion receiues.the crowneypon the Aſcention day, at the 
hands of Weber: Archbiſhop of Carterbury, who in his Oration, ( as it is recorded in 
Mat. Pa.) before the whole aflembly ofthe State ſhewed, that by allreaſon,dinme of hu- 
Pane, none ought to ſucceed in the Kingdeme but who ſhould be for the worthyneſſe of his ver- 
tes ,vninerſally choſen by the ſtate ,as was this man,ec.which then, ſeemes cipecially vrged 
in reſpeR his title of ſucceſſion would not carry it. And the Archbiſhop afterward,vp= 
on this poynt,being queſtioned, confeſſed to his friends, that he foreſaw this man would, 
(what bloud and miſchiefe ſoener it ſhould coſt) in the end obtayne the Crowne. And therefore 
the ſafer way was to prenent confuſion, that the land ſhould rather maks him King then he maks 


| himſelfe; and that this eleftion would be ſome = vpen him. 


So came John to the Crowne of England which he gouerned with as grear iniuſtice as 
he gat it,and imbarked the ſtate,and himfelfe,in thoſe miſerable incombrances,thorow 
his violences and opprefſion,as produced deſperat effeAts,and made way to thoſe great 


| alterations in the gouernment which followed, The Queene Mother, a woman of an 


high and working ſpirit,was an eſpeciall agent in this preferment of her Sonne John, in 
reipeCt of her owne greatneſle, knowing how ſhee ſhould be more by him, then ſhee 
could bee by her grandchild Arthur , who had a mother would looke to become Re- 
gent here, and ſo ouer-ſhaddow her eſtate, which was a thing not to be endured . Be- 
ſides, Arthwr was a child, borne and bred a ſtranger, and neuer ſhewed vntothe King- 
dome, fo that he had nothing but his right rodraw a party, which could not bee ſuch 
(in regardof the dangerofthe aduenture, things ſtanding as they did ) that could doe 
him any great good, Men being content rather to embrace the preſent, though 
wh 5 2 ith ſaferie,then ſecke to eſtabliſh anothers right,with che hazard of their owne 
confuſion, 


of the defeCtion wrought in thoſe parts by Philip the French King, who had giuen the 
order of Knighthood to Arthar,and taken his homage for Anion, Poifton, Main, Turin, 
and alſo for Normandy (in regard as he pretended ) that King oh» bad negleRed to 
come, & doe him homage for the ſame, as members held of the crowne of France.King 


Toby 


— 


et. A —_ _—_ —__—_— 


The ſtate of England ſecured;King John returnes into Normandy vpon intelligence giuen | 
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109 


lobn , not willing vpon his new and doubrfull admiſſion to the goucrnment to ingulph 
himſelfc into a iuddaine warre,mediates a parle with the King of Frazce , who well v1- 
derftanding the time,and his owne aduantages, requires fo vnreaſonable conditions,as 
King ſoha could nor without great diſhonour yecld vnto, and fo they fall ro the ſword; 


ing diſcovered, Arthur with his mother ConfFance, are brought ( By the pertwation of 
thcur chicte Miniſter #/1/4ars de la Roche ) to commit themiclues rothe protection of 
King ſohz, of whom Ikewite conceiuing a ſodaine iealoufie,ſor clſe informed of his pur- 
poſe to impriſon chem) the next night after rheir comming, got ſecretly away & fled to 
Angiers.$2 this yong Prince, borne to be cruſht betweene theſe two potent Kin 95 (in- 
rending onely their owe ends) gaue occaſion by leauing them both, to make both his 
enenics. Afrer many attemprs, and little gaine on cither (ide, another treaty is media- 
ted by the Popes Legars, wherein King ſohn buyes his peace vpon theſe yeelding con- 
ditions: 7 hat Louys,cldeſ? ſorne to King Philip, ſhomd marry his Neete Blanch, daughter of 
Alphonto King of Caſtile, and haxe with her in Dowre,the City and Connty of Eureux , with 
ſundry Caſtles mNorm dy ,and 30, thouſand Markes ;n Silwer. Beſides,promiſes,if be died 
without iſſne,to leawe vnto him all his territories in France. And that he would not ayd his Ne- 
phew Otho (lately elefled Emperor againſt Philip brother to the late Emperor Hea.6, whom 
the K. of France fauoured,in oppolition of Pope Imnocentins who took the part of Oths. 
Aftcr this peace made , Orhotaking it vokindly to bee thus forſaken of his Vnckle 
Tohn, ſends his two brothers, Henry Duke of Saxony and William Winton((o titled, for ha- 


| uing bin borne at Wincheſter) to require the City of Exrexx and the County of Paiften, 


and rwo parts of the treaſure which his Vncle King Richard had bequeathed vnto him, 
befides other moucables; but they come too late the obligation of bload, andrendring 
of dues is held to be of an inferior nature to the preſent intereſts of State, Tothis vn- 
kind and vnnaturall aCt hee preſently addes another : Repudiates his wife ( daughter to 
the Earle of Gloce/ter , alleadging conſanguinity in the third degree) and marries Iſabel! 
daughter and inheretrix to the Earle of Angloſmefianced before to Hwgh le Brun, Earle 
of March (aPcere of great eſtate and alliance in Fravce ) by conſent of King Richard, 
inwhoſe cuſtody ſhe then was. And hauing finiſhed theſe diſtsRefull buſineſſes, hee re- 
rurnes to giue as little contentment into Engl. where he impoſes 3. ſhillings ypon euery 
Plough-lang, to diſcharge the great dowry of 20. thouſand Marks he was to give with 
his Necce B/anch, the colleQion whereof Geffery Archb. of Torke oppoſes within his 
Prouince, For which,and for refuſing, vpon ſummons to come vnto this Jate treaty in 
France,the King cauſes his Shriefe, James Potern,to ſeaze yponall his temporalities. The 
Archb.interdicts the whole prouince of Torke,and excommunicates the Shriefe, K, [ohy: 


to Scotland, and exatts greas fines of offenders in his forreſts. In his paſſing through Yorke- 
ſhire,his brother the Archb. refuſed him wine , and the honour of the Bells ac Bewerley, 
but by the mediation of 4B B.and 4 Barons, and a great ſum of money,a reconciliation 


Vpon Eaſter day ( after his returne from the North)the King againe is crowned at 
Canterbury, and with him [ ſabel his Queene, by the Archb. Hubert, And there are the 
Earls and Barons of Exgl., ſummoned to be ready with horſe andarmor to paſſe the ſeas 
with him preſently vpon Whitrſontide;but they holding aconference together at Leice- 
ſter,by a generall coriſent ſend him word, That wnleſſe he would render them their rights & 
liberties,they would not attend him out of the Kingdome, The King,faith Homeder, viing ill 
counſell,required ofthem their Caſtles, & beginning with William de Anbenie demanded 
to hauc his Caſtle of Beawoyr;#/illiam delivers his ſon in pledge,but kept his Caſtle, Not- 
withſtanding this refufall of the Lords, hauing taken order for the gouernment, he paſ- 
ſes ouer with his Qucene into Normandy, where his preſence, with the great ſhew of his 
Preparations,cauſed the reuolters to forbeare their enterprizes for that rime; and a far- 
ther ratification,With as ſtrong coucnants,and cautions as could be deuiſed, is made of | 
' the Agreements with King Philip of France, who feaſts the King of England and his | 

Queene at Paris withall complements of amitic, Bs | 


' 
[ 
(] 
; 


| 
| 


A nd | 


The King of France vader pretence of working for Arthur gets for himſelte; which be- | 


ſhortly after, makes a progreſſe with his wife Queene {fabe/,ouer all the north parts vn- | 


_o— 


is made berweene them, with promiſe of reformation of excefſes on either part, | 
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Vide Append. 
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A Parliament 
| at Oxford. 


And here both Kings, ſoliciced by the Popes Legat grant a Subfidy of the fortieth part 
of all their SubieQs reuenues for one yeare (by way of Almes) to ſuccor the Holy Land, 
For the leauying whercofin England , Geffrey Firz Peter Ghiefe Tuſticiar ſends our his 
Writs by way of tequeſt and perſwaſion, and wot as of due or coattion,to anoyd example. 
Bur many moneths _ not , erea new conſpiracy brake out by the inſtigarion 
of Hugh le Brun, who ſtung with the rapture of his wite ( a wrong of the moſt ſenſible 
touch in nature) combines with Artbwr, che Barons of Poift and Britrame , and raiſed 
aftrong fide, whichthe King of Franze ( notwithſtanding all thoſe tyes whercin hee 
ſood ingaged tothe _ of England) berakes himſelte ynto, in regard of his owne in- 
tereſts and aduantages , from which nd bands could withhold him : and againe both 
theſe Kings are in Armes, The King of France declares himſelfe for Arihwr,to whom 
he marries his youngeſt daughter : requires King ob» to deliuer vp vnto him all his ter- 
ritories in Fravee, and by a peremptotie day ſummons him to appeare perſonally ar Pa- 
ris,to anſwer what ſhould bee laideto his charge , and abide the Areſt of his Court, 
which King Jobs refuſing,was by ſentence adiudged to loſe all he held of thar Crowne, 
Then is he aſſailed on one ſide by the King of France in Normandy, on the other by 
Arther , and the Barons in Anion,who lay fiege to Mirabel, defended by E/ozor the 
Queene mother, and were ypon the point oftaking it; when King lob, with greater 
expedition and force then was expected ,- came and defeited the whole Army of the 
aſlailants,tooke priſoner the Earle Arthur , Hugh le Bran with the Barons of Poiftor, 
and aboue 260, Knights, and men of command, all which he carried away bound in 
Carts,and diſperſed into diuers Caſtles both of Normandy and England, 
This viftory, which might ſeeme enough ro haue eſtabliſhed his Eftate, vndid 
him;for by the ill vſing thereof he loſt himſelfe, and his reputation for euer. Arthar is 
ſhortly after murthered in priſon , and the deeds layd-to his charge , which , with the 


anſwere in the Court of Iuſtice of the King of France,to whom they appeale : which, hee 
refuſing , is condemned both to loſe the Dutchy of Nermandy ( which his Anceſtors 
had held by the ſpace of 300. yeares) and all his other Prouinces in Fravce, whercof the 


pleaſures ofhis you wife, or by the reuolt of his owne Miniſters ( incenſed likewiſe 


_ | againſt him) he became wholly diſpoſſeſſed. 
King Zobn fines | Andin this diſaſtrous eſtate , hee returnes into England, and charges the Farles and 
the Barons | Barons with the reproach ofhis loſſes in France, and fines them to pay the ſeucnth part 


of all their goods for refuling him ayde. Neither ſpared he the Church , or the Com- 
mons in this impoſition. Of which rapine (faith 7Mat. Par.) were exec:ors, Hubere Arch- 
|. biſhop of Canterbury for the Clergie and Geffrey Fitz Peter Inſticiar of Eng. for the Layetie. 

|this treaſure colleRed,, amounted not to anſwer his wants ; or the furniſh- 
ing of freſh ſupplies for the recauery of his loſſes ( for which hee vrges the ſame to bee 
raiſed) and therefore againe inlefle then the ſpace of an yeare , another leauie ( but by 
a fairer way) is made, A Parliament is conuoked at Orford, whercin is granted two 
Markes and a halfe of euery Knights fee for military aide : neither departed the Cler- 
gy from thencertill they had likewiſe promiſed their part, No ſooner is this money 
gathered, but a way is opened, into that all-deuouring Gulphe of France to ifſuc it, 
through areuolt begun in Briztaine, by Gwido ( now wa er to Conſtance, mother of 
Arthur) Saneri de Malleer,and Almeric Lapin, confederats with many others; who 
receiuing notthat ſatisfaction, expeRted from their new Maiſter , call in their olde a- 
gaine,to ſhew vs&hatmenspriuate intereſts, howſocuet Honour and Iuſtice are preten- 
ded,onely ſway their affeftions, in ſuch aRiogs as theſe. 

Andouer haſtes King ſobx, and by the power he brought , and what he found there, 
won the ſtrong Caſtle of fort Alban,and after the City of Angiers; and was in a faire 
Way to hauerecouered more; but that the King of France, by the fortune of one day 
(wherein he ouetthrew and took priſoners the chiefe confederats, Guido, Almeric, 8 Sa- 


And 
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weri) forced him to take truce for two yeares , andreturneinto Erg!. for more ſupplies. 


T he Life,andreigne,of King Þohn. H 
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cruellexecutionof many his priſoners and Oſtages, ſo exaſperates the Nobility of | 
Brittaine, Aniou and Poifton,as they all take Arnacs againſt him , and ſummoned he is to | 


next yeare after,cither though his negligence, being ( as they write ) giuen ouer to the | 
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And here another impoſition is layd of the thirteenth part of all moueables; and 6. 2 os. 


ther goods both of the Clergy and Layetie : who now ſeeing their ſubſtances thus 
conſumed withvar ſuccefſe , and likely eter to be madeliable ro the Kings deſperate 
courſes, beginne to caſt for the recouery of their ancient immunities, which vpon their 
former ſufferance had bin vſurped by their late Kings, & to eaſe themſelues oftheſe bur- 
thens indireQtly layd vpon them. And the firſt man that opPoſed the colleCtion of this 
;mpoſition,was againe the Archb.of Yorke, who ſolemnly accurſed the receiuers there- 
of within his Prouince, and ſecretly conueyed himſelfe out of the Kingd: defirous rather 
toliue as an exile abroad,rthen to endure the miſerie of oppreſſion athome : 7ew acconme 
ting then;ſelues leſſe iniurionſly rifledin 4 wood,then in a place where they preſume of ſafetie. 
And hence grew the beginning of a miſerable breach berweene a King and his 

people,being both our of proportion,and difioynted in thoſe iuſt Ligaments of Com. 
mand and Obediencethat ſhould hold them together; the reducing wheteof into due 
forme and order againe, coſt more adoe,and more noble blood, then all the warrcs for- 
raigne had done fince the Conqueſt, For this contention ceaſed nor (though it often 
had ſome faire intermiſſions ) till the great Charter made to keepe the beame right bc- 
twixt ſoucraigntic, and ſubicction (firſt obtained of this King /ohn, after, ofhis ſonne 
Hen,z.(though obſerued truely of neither } was inthe maturity ot a judiciall Prince; 
Edward the firſt, freely ratified Av, Reg. 27. which was aboue foure ſcore yeares, And 
was the firſt ciuill diſſention that cuer wee finde , fince the eſtabliſhing of the Engliſh 
Kingdome , berweenethe King and his Nobles, of this nature, For the better know- 
ledge whereof, we are to take a view of the face of thoſe times , the better to iudge of 
the occaſions giuen and taken of theſe turbulencies, | 

It was this time, about 140. yeares fincc #illians the firſt had here planted the Nor- 
7141 Nobility , whoſe iflue beeing now become meere Engliſh, were growne to bee of 
orcat numbers,of great meanes,and great ſpirits, euer exerciſed in the warres of France, 
where moſt of them were commanders of Caſtles, or owners of other Eſtates , beſides 
what they held in Exgland: and beeing by this violent and ynſucceſtull King ſhut out 
from a&tion,and their meanes abroad, they praftiſe to preſerue what was left, and to 
make themſelues as much as they could ar home. Which,by their martiall freedotne,and 
the priuiledges of the Kingdom (neceſſity now driuing them to looke into it) they more 
boldly preſume to attempr,in regard they ſaw thetnſelues,and the Kingdom brought to 
be perpetually haraſſed at the Kings will, & that violence and corruprion hath no facul- 


rv to preſcribe vpon them : wherein their cauſe was much berter then their proſecution, | 


For whilſt they (triue co recouer what they had loft, and the King to keepe whar hee by 
aduantage of time and ſ{uffer:nce had gotten, maiy vniult and infolent courſes are vied 
on either ſide, which leaue their ſtaine to poſterity, and make foule the memory of thoſe 
times. We can excuſeno part herein; all was ill, and our of order, A diſeafed Head firtt 
made adiſtempered body,which being not to be recouered apart, rendred the fickneſſe 
ſo long and teadious as it was, Beſides, the ſtrange corruption of the ſeaſorlheurreF 
to addeto this miſchiefe: An ambitious Clergy polluted with auarice, brought Piety in 
ſhew to be a preſumpriue party herein , . & takes aduantages ypon the weakenefles they 
found,for which,the Rowwar Church heares ill ro this day. And the occaſion of their in. 
rerpoſitionin this buſineſſe beganne about the EleQtion of a new Archb, of Canterbury 
( Hubert being lately dead) which the Monkes of that Couent had made ſecretly in the 
night,of one Reginald their Subprior;to preuent the King whomthey would nor, ſhould 
haue a hand in the bufines, which they pretended to appettaine freely ro themſetues by 
their ancient priviledges. And this Reginald (thus elected ) they inſtantly diſpatch to. 
wards Reme,taking his Oath of ſecrefic before band. Bur the fulneſſe of bis ioy burſt 
open that locke,and out comes the report of his aduancemenc , vpon his landing in 
Flanders;which the Monkes hearing, and fearing what wouldfollow, ſend tothe King 
ro craue leaue to elect a fit man for that Sea; The King nominates vnto them hy 
Gray Biſhop of Norwich, whom he eſpecially fauoured , and periwaded them (vpon 
great promiles of their good) to preferre : the Kings defire is propounded to the Co- 
uent,and after much debare,is /ohn Gray aduanced to the Chaire, 
L 2 
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Wherein | 
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T he Life,andreigne,of King Iohn. 


T#nocent the 
ninth. 


| Stephan Lan- 
Howelefted 
Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury. 


þ 


þ 


| 


| King John of- 
Ted with 

this EleQion, 

writes to the 


Pope. 


wp berein their laft error ( ſaith Mar. Par. ) was worſt then their firſt and begant thadiſcord, 
which after prooued an irreparable dammage to the Kingdome. 

The King ſends to Rome certaine of the Monkes of Carterbwry ( amongit whom 
was one Helias de Branfield , a moft truſty ſervant of his ) with bouncifull allowance, 
to obtaine the Popes confirmation of this Eletion. And about the ſame time like- 
wiſe ſend the Biſhops ſuffragans ( of the Church of Canterbury ) their complaints, to 
the Pope againſt the Monkes for preſuming to make eleQtion withour their aſſiſtance, 
as by Right and Cuſtome they ought : alledging examples of rhree Archbiſhops ſo 
ele&ted. The Monkes oppoſe this allegation , offering to bring proofe that they onely, 


on. The Pope appoints a peremptory day for deciding this Controuerhe; wherein 
the firſt EleRion for being made in the night, out of due time, and without folemne ce- 
retnony,1s oppugned by the Kings procurators : the laſt was argued by ſome of the 


| Monkes to be ill, by reaſon there was no caffation of the firſt, which iult or yniuſt,oughr 


to haue beene,before any other Election,could juridically be made, 

The Pope ſeeing the procuratorsnot to agree ypon one perſon , by the Councell of 
the Cardinalls adiudged both Ele&ions yoyde, and preſents vnto them a third man, 
which was Stephan de Lantten,a Cardinall of great ſpirit , and an Engliſhnian borne, 
who had all the voyces of thoſe Monkes which were there , through the perſwaſion of 
the Pope, alledgir-g it was in their power by his prerogatiue to make good this choyce. 

Stephan Lantton chus cleed, and after conſecrated at Yiterbs, the Pope diſmiſſes 
the Monkes and the reſt of the Agents with Jetters to King [ohn, exhorting him, 
benignly to receime this Archbiſhop Canonically elelted, natine of his Kingdame, learned in all 
the Sciences,a Dottor of Theologie ; and, whieh exceeded his learning , of a good life and con - 
nerſation : 4 man fit, both for his body and his ſonle,rc. Wirthall hee writes to the Prior . 
and Monkes of Canterbury, chargiag them by the vertue of Holy obedience to receine the 
Archbiſhop to their Paſtor, and humbly to abey him in all Spiritnall and Temperall matters. 
| Theſe letcers,with che notice of what was done at Rome,lo inraged the King, as with 
all precipitation he ſends Foulke de Cantlo, and Henry de Cornhill,cwo fierce Knights, with 
armed men, to expell the Monkes of Canrerbury,:s Traytors, outofthe Kingdome, and 
ro ſeazeypon all they had; which preſently was as violently executed as commauded, 
and away packe the Prior and all the Monkes into Flanders ( except ſuch as were ficke 
and not able to goe) and all cheir goods confiſcated, 

Herewithall he writes a ſharpe lerter to the Pope, accaſmg him of the wrong hee didn 
caſſing the eleFtion of Norwich whom he eſpeciallfauonred,aud Sh Stephan LanCton, 
a man vnknowne vnto him, brad ener in the K 1mgdome of France & among his enemies; &,what 
was more to bis predice, and ſnbuerſion of the liberties appertaining to his Crowne, without his 
conſent ' ginen ro the Monkes ) which ſhould firſt bane beens required, he hadpreſumed raſhly to 
prefer hm : ſo that he mach meruailed that the Pope and the vninerſall Court of Rome, would 
not call to minde how neceſſary his friendſhip had hitherto beene to that ſea : and confider , that 
the Kingdome of England yeelded the ſame greater profit, and commoditie, then all the K mg- 
domes elſe on this ſide the Alpes. Befides, that he would ſtand to the liberty of his Crowne to 
the death: conſtantly affirming, chat he could not be renoked from the Eleftion and prefer- 
ment of the Biſhop of Norwich,whom he kyew every way fit for the place. And in concluſion 

threatens,that if he be not righted in the Premiſes, he would ſtop wp the paſſages of his people 
to Rome; avdthat if neceſsity required , be had in the Kingdome of England , and other his 
Dominions, Archb:ſhops, Fiſh 

not goe to begge inſtice, and indgement of ſtrangers. The Pope returnes anſwere to the 
Kings letter,and begins with theſe words, yy/her about the buſmneſſe of the Church of Can- 
rerbury, we wrote vntoyou., exhorting and requeſt ing you humbly , earneſtly , and benign- 
ly, you agame wrote backe tows (as 1 may ſay , by your leane ) in a faſhion threat- 
ning , reprooting , conmtmmacious , and ſtubbornely ; and whileſt we tooke care , to gine you 
abone your right , you regard not to gine vs according to onr right , reſpetting vs leſſe 
then becomes you. And if your demotion be moſt neceſſary for vs, ſois oursnoleſſe fit for 
you, When wee, inſucha caſe bane honoured no Prince ſo much as you , you [licke not 


by the ſpeciall priuiledge of the Roman Biſhops, were accuſtomed to make this Ele. } 


0ps,and other Prelates of ſo ſufficient learning , as they needed | 
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certaine frinolous acc a/tons,wherein you alledge that you cannot conſent to rhe Eleftion of onr be 
loued ſenne Maſter Siephan Pres biter by the rutle of Saint Chryſogonus Cardinal, celebra. 
ted by the Monkes of Canterbury , for that he hath beene bred anrng your enemies , end his 


perſon is altogether unknowne vnto you.Then argues he;That #2 was not ro be imputed vnto bins | 


for a fault but was his glory tohans lined long at Dari 5,where he ſo profited in ſtudy ache deſerned 

to be Doftor,not on:ly in the liberall Sciences, but alſo ia T heelogee 3 and his life agreeable to 
his learning was thought fit to o5taine a Prebendin Paris, Wherefore hee held it a marnucile 
if a man of ſo great note,natine of England, corld ve viknowne unts hnm.at leaſt in ſame , ſeace 
(ſich he) you wrote thrice unto him: after he was by vs preferred ro be Cardinall : that thorgh 
you t ad a deſire to call him to your familiar attendance , yet youreiojced that he was exalted to 
a h:gher Off-ce, &c. | 


oma 
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Tien excuſes hee the point that the kings conſent wasnotrequired ,” in regard 
that they who ſhould haue required the ſame affirmed how their Jerrers never came 
ro his hands, &c. Although (auth he ) 1 eleftions celebrated at the Apoſtolique Sea , 
the conſent of Princes isnot to baexpetted: Yet were two Monkes depmed tocometo require 
your conſent , who were ſtayed at Douer , ſothas they could not per forme their meſſage mm- 
joyned them : with other allegations to this effect, ſo that at length , ſaichhee , wee 
were diſpaſed to doe what the Canonicall Sanctions ordained to be done , withent declyning 
either to the right hand or to the left , that there might be no delay or difficultie in right inten- 

ions, left the Lords flocke ſhould bee long without paſtorall cure : and therefore reucked it 
cannot bee, In concluſion hee vieth theſe words, As wee hane bad care of your Ho- 
rotr beyond right, endeanonr to giue vs ours according wnto right , that you may 
more plentifully deſerue Gods Grace , and ours , leſt if youdae otherw'ſe , you caſt yorr ſelfe 

into thoſe difficulties whence you cannot eaſily get out: Since hee in the end muſt oner- 
come , to whom all knees bow in Heauen , Earth and Hell; whoſe Vicegerency heere be- 
low ( though unworthy ) we exerciſe. Yeelas not therefore to ther Comnſells , who deffre 
your dittarbance , that themſelues might fiſh in troubled Waters ; but commit your ſelfe 
to our pleaſure , which will redound to your praiſe, Glory and Honour, Neither is it 
ſafe for you to repugne againſt God and the Church , for which , the bleſſed Martyr and 
elorions Biſhoppe Thomas lately ſhedde his blood , eſpecially ſince your Father and brother of 
elcere memory, late Kings of England, hanue in the hands of the Legats of the Apoſtolique Sea, 
abinred that impious Cuſtome. wee, if you acquite your ſeife , will ſufficiently take care for you 
and yours, thatno preindice ſhall ariſe vnto you heereby, Dated at Lateran the 10, yeare of 
our Pontificat, ; 

Thus we ſee how theſe two mighty powers ftriuc to make good cach others pre- 
rogatiue, and defend their intereſts wich words. Bur when the Pope ynderſtood 
how the king of England had proceeded againſt the Church of Canterbury , hee ſends 
preſently bis Mandate to the Biſhop of London, Ely and Worceſter , to deale with the 
king by way of exhorration,to rcforme himfelfe; and if rhey found him fill contu- 
macious , they ſhould interdi&t the whole kingdome of England. If that would not 
corre&t him, then himſclfe would lay a ſeucre hand vpon him : and with all charged the 
Biſhops Suffragans ofthe Church of Canterbary,by vertue of their obedience to receiue 
for Father the Archbiſhop Srephay, and to obey him with allreſpe&, The Biſhops as | 
they were enioyned,repaire to the king: Shew the Popes Mandat, and With teares be- 
ſought him , as he had God before his eyes, to callhome the Atchbiſhop , and the Monhes of; 
Canterbury to their Church, and vouchſafe to vſe them with Hononr and Charity, thereby to 
anojd the ſeandall of interdition, cc. 

The king inter upting the Biſhops ſpeech, breakes our into violent rage againſt the | 
Pope,and the Cardinall,ſwearing by the teeth of God, That if tkey or any other ſhould 
dare to put his Kingdome wvnder interdiftion, he would preſently ſendall the Clergie of England 
to the Pope ,and confiſcat their goods, Belides,if any of Rome were found within any part of 
his Land,he would cauſe their eyes to be put ont, their noſes cut,and ſo ſent home , that by theſe 
markes they might be knowne of other Nations, Charging moreouerthe Biſhops prefently 
to anoyd bis preſence,as they would anoyd their owne danger, 


b 
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to deragate from our honour more then an) Prince in ſuch coſe wenld houe done: pretending | 
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The King 
rakes pledges 
of his Nobles 
for their fide- 


His cruelty 
ſhewed to the 
wife and chil- 
dren of W.de 
Brauſe. 


The Exche- 
quer remoued 
ts Northamp- 
ron, 


King 19h1 ex- 
communica- - 
red. 


Ofthis their ill ſatisfaQtion the Biſhop certifies the Pope z and ſhortly after the whole 
Kingdome of Evgland is interdicted : all Eccleſfiafticall Sacraments ceaſe, except Con- 
feſſion,Extreame VnEtion,and Baptiſme of Children : the dead are carried out,and pur 
into the earth wichourt Prieſt or prayer. The Biſhops of London,Ely orceſter,Bathe and 
Hereford,ſecretly get out ofthe Kingdome. y 

To anſwerethis violence with the like , the King ſends preſently his Shriefes, and 0- 
ther his miniſters to command all Prelates and their ſeruants forth-with to depart our 
of the kingdome; deputes the Biſhopricks , Abbayes and Priories into the hands of 
Lay men,confiſcating all their reuenues: bur the Prelates themſelues get into Monaſte- 
ries,and would not out,except expelled by force ; which the officers would nor do,ha- 
uing no Commiſſion for the ſame, bur they ſeize on all rheir goods to the kings vie. 

Here the Monaſticall Writers of that time (by whom onely wee haue notice of theſe 
proceedings) aggrauate the rigorous courſe taken in this bufineſle , telling vs that re- 
ligious men,of whar order ſocuer, found trauailing,were pulled from their horſes, rob- 
bed,and vily treated by the kings ſervants, and none to doe them Tuſtice, And how the 
ſcruantsof a Shriefe bringing bound vnto the king a theefe(who had robbed and killed 
a Prieſt) ro know what ſhould be done with him: the king ſaid, Looſe hins and let bins go, 
he hath killed our enemy. But howſoeuer this were, there were Excefles too many com- 
mitted in a time ſo vatied as this was, 

Tae King to preuent the defeRion of his ſubicCts, which hee dayly doubted would 
follow vpon this his breach with the Church, ſends with a military power,to all the po. 
tent men of the —_— require pledges for the aſſurance of their fidelitie; wherein 
many of them ſatisfied the kings will, ſending ſomerheir ſons, ſome their nephewes, 0- 
ther the neareſt of their kinne. William de Branſe a Noble man being required to deliuer 
his pledge,his wife preuenting her husbands anſwer, tells the Commiſſioners, That the 
King ſhould haue noxe of her ſonnas to keepe,that was ſo ill a keeper of his owne brothers ſonne, 
Arthur ; for which ſodaine,and intemperat ſpeech, the Baron fharply reprehending his 
wife before the kings ſeruants,told them he was ready, if he had offended, to fatisfie the 
king,without any pledge,according to the iudgement of his Cowt,or that ofhis Peers, 
at any time or place whereſocuer. 

Vpon the report of this anſwer the king ſends downe priuily to apprehend the Baron, 
bur he hauing notice, or doubting what would follow; fled with his Wife,and Children 
into /reland;whereafterward this afflited Lady to recouer mercy of the king, is ſaid,to 
haue ſent Queene /ſabel foure hundred kine,and a Bull,which yet could not mediate her 

ardon,or pacific his wrath. But in the end ſhe was there taken with her rwo ſonnes(the 
ns wk eſcaping into Frarce)and ſent priſoner to the Caſtle of #79:dſor, where ſhe with 
her innocenc children were famiſhed to death; ſo deerely paid ſhe, for the offence ofher 


raſh tongue. : 
The king difpleaſed with the Londaners,remoucd his Exchequer to Northawyren, and | 


With a great army marches towards Scotland , to make warre vpon that king for recei. 
uing his enemies, and ayding them againſt him, Bur by mediation an accord is made,in 
this ſort,thar the king of Scots ſhould pay eleuen thouſand markes of filuer, and deliver 
vp his two daughters Po for ſecuring the peace. Returning backe, hee cauſed all 
incloſures within his forreſts to bee laide open, a worke of great gricfe to his ſubiects; 
whom, though in nothing he ſought to ſatisfic , yer ſeekes hee what hee may to faſten 
them in their obedience (whereof loue, and not rigour is the ſureſt bond) #nd takes ho- 
mage of all free Tenants, yeacuen of children of twelue yeares of age throughout the 
kingdome, | 

Two yeares , to the great diſtraRtion of the State, the interdi&tion held, when the 
Pope,ſceing no yeelding in the king, proceedes to the excommunication ofhis perſon, 
that extreame courſe of abſciflion, which his Predeceſſor Alexander,better aduiſed,for- 
bareto rake, ypon a ſuggeſtion of a more haynous a&t committed by Hewry the ſecond, 
ypon the perſon of Themas Becket;and by this violence , thinking to quaile the heart of 
a moſt ynmaiſterable king, put himinto more deſperate rage With the Clergy , who, 
notwithſtanding the Popes mandate,durſt not execute Fe ha for many dayes after, 
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| ence,and {aucd all that great troyle,and expence,which 


And firſt one Geffery, Archdeacon of Norwich, ſeruing in the kings Exchequer,confer- 
ring with the reſt of his afſiſtants, abour this Sentence, affirmed, it was not ſafe for men 
beneficed to remaine inthe obedience of an excommunicated kingzand ſo without leaue 
retired himſelfe home ; and was the firſt ſubie&t of his maſters wrath. Who preſently 
ſent Sir Willaws Talbot with force to apprehend him , and lay him faſt in ferrers in a moſt 
freight priſon, and afrerward,vpon the kings commandement, hes was put into a ſheete 
of lead, wherein, with the waighr,and want of victualls he ſoone periſhed. 

This excommimication ofthe king of Englaxd,was accompanied the ſame yeare with 
that of the Emperour Orho his Nephew , and are noted co bee iraines of an vniuſt na- 
ture,eſpecially for ”_y both donein caſes of the Popes owne particular intereſt , ſecking toex- 
tend a predominatiox beyond the bounds allowed vnto piety, which was,onely ro.deate with mens 
ſoules, and not their Eſtates. Forin the aduancement of this Emperour Ortho the third, the 
Pope had an eſpeciall hand,oppofing, tor his owne ends the EleCtion of Philip, Sonne 
rothe Emperour Fredericke Barbaroſſa. And in the vacancie of the Empire had ſeized vp- 
pon certaine pieces in /taly appercaining thereunto; which , Orbo ſeeking ro revoke, 
procured vndeſeruedly the Popes TN , who ſent vnto him Giuers meſſages, wil- 
ling bim to defift both from the proſecution of this recouery , as alſo fromrhar which 
Fredericke king of Sicile ( who was vnder the tuition of the Apoſtolike Sea) had ſeized 
VPONe 
; The Emperour,is ſaid to haue anſwered rhe Popes Nuncij,inthis manner : /f the Pope 
eninuſtly deſires to vſurpe what appertaines to the Empire , let him abſolue me fromthe Oath he 
cauſed me to take at my Coronation; Which was, that I ſhould renoks whatſeener rights were 
d:ſtratted from the ſame; and 1 will _ Bur the Pope refuſing the one,and the Emperor 
not yeelding vnto the other , the ſentence of Excommunicartion is pronounced againſt 
ued of their fealry vnto him. Thus were theſe two mighty Princes, the greateſt of all the 
Chriſtian world, left to the mercy of their ſubicRs ;z who , though they were, by this 
meanes,all yntyed from obedience,yet many were not ſo from their afteRions, or other 


| obligations that held them firme vnto their Soueraigns,For there areſo many ligaments 


in aſtate that tiett rogether;,as it is a hard thing to diſſolue them altogether, valeſle it be 
by an vniuerſall concurrency of caufes that produceth a generallalterationthereof, And 
it is ſeldome ſeene of what temper ſocuer kings are, but they finde an eminent partyin 
the greateſt defetion of their people. As this king (the firſt of England, we finde pur to 
this treight) had yet many noble members of power, beſides the chiefe officers of the 
kingdome(whom their places confirme)that ſtucke vnto him. Whole names ace recor- 
ded in Hat. Par. and other Writers, 
And the berter ro hold his reputation, and his people aQtion, hauing now no im- 
ployment abroad, hee ſcekes to ſecure all other members of the Crowne of England, 
which were vnder his dominion. And having ranſackt great treaſure from the lewes, 
makes an expedition into /relard , vpon intelligence of ſome reuolt and diſorderthere. 
And at his firſt ariual,all the great men which held the maritime Caſtles and the Cham- 
pion Countries came in,and did homage and fealty vnto him at Dublin :ſuch as inhabi- 
ted the remote parts, and faſtneſſes of the kingdome,kept themſelues away, and refuſed 
tocome. Here to reduce the countrey into better order, he ordaines the ſame to be g0- 
uerned by the Lawes and cuſtomes of o__ cauſes Engliſh money to be coyned 
therezand to be of equall valew with that of this kingdome , and currant alikein both: 
With many other orders,which had they bin with that care continued as they were ad- 
uiſcdly begun, would (as wiſe mendeeme) haue ſerled that kingdome in an intire obedi- 
negleQ thereofcoſt rhis State 
in ſucceedingages, And now hauing deputed John: Gray, Biſhop of Norwich, Tuſticier 
there, after onely three moneths ſtay , hee returnes into _— Where preſuming now 
vpon his new gathered ſtrength , he ſummons all the Prelates of the kingdome to ap- 
peare before him at London; of whom ſaith Mar. Par. he extorted for their redemprion, 
the ſumme of an hundred thouſand pound ſterling, 

And the next yecre,becing the twelft of his reigne, with this treaſure hee reduces 


| 


him, And all the States,as well of Germazy as thereſt of the Rowan Empire, are abſol. | 
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Kingdome of 
England to the 
King of France, 


The King of 
France aflem- - 
bles his forces 
for England, 


King Tohis 
preparations 
for defence. 


ates (that hadrebelled) to his obedience, and takes cight andrwentie children of 


che beſt families for pledges of their future ſubieCtion. Returning thence, exaQts of e. 
ucry kgight, that attended not his army in tat expedition,trwo marks;and at Northamp. 
ton is pleaſed to receiue the Popes Agents , Pandolphus and Durandus (lent ro make 
peace betweene the kingdome and Pricſtiood) by whoſe exhortation , andthe con- 
[ideration of the State ot his kingdome , hee conſented that the Archbiſhor: and the 
Monkes of Canterbwry , with all the exiled Biſhops , ſhould in peace returne to their 
owne, Butrefuſing to make ſatisfaCtion for their goods confilcared , the Agents de- 
parc vnſatisfied, ro the greater preiudice ofthe King ; whom nowthe Pope finding to 
bee yeelding inany thing, falls to bec more imperious to conſtraine him to all whatſo- 
euer hee defireds And abſolues all the Kings ſubie&ts of what condition ſocuer from 
their obedience, ftrictly forbidding them,vadetpaine of excommunication, his Board, 
Counſell, and Conference. Which norwithftantling prevailed nor ce divert the ſub- 
ies from the ſervice of their King. Who abour this time takes occaſion , vpon the 
breaking out of certaine poore Mountainers of Z/ales, that makes pillage vpon the Bor- 
ders , to raiſe another Army to inuade the whole Countrey. And being ar Notting - 
ham, prepared for this action (before he would ſit downe to dinner) cauſed thoſe eight 
and twenty childrep,the innocent pledges of the Welch, to beeall hanged in his preſence. 
But before hee had dyned, lerters came that gaue him intelligence of a confpiracic in- 
tended for his owne deſtruction; and that if hee went forward inthis warre, hee would 
be either {laine of his owne people, or betrayed to the enemy, Whereupon he returnes 
to London, againe requires, and hath pledges of thoſe Nobles hee ſuſpeRed , and hecre 
Eſt ace de Veſcy,and Robert Fitz, Walter axe accuſed of the confpiracic, who fled,the one 
into Scotlard,the other into France; | 

But now the Pope, for the laſt, and greateſt ſentence that euer yet was giuen againlt 
any Soueraigne King of this kingdome, pronounces his abſolute depoſtion from rhe 
Royall gouernment thereof; and writes to the King of France, That as he looked to hane 
remiſcion of his ſmnnes he ſhould take the charge yon him,and expel King John ont of the K Mg- 
dome of England,andpoſſeſſe the ſame for him,and his heires for ener,To the ſame effe&t ſends 
he likewiſc his letters to the Princes, and great men of other Nations, That they ſhould 
ayde the King of France im the deiefton of this contumacions King of England,zz renenge of the 
ininries done to the V niuerſallChmech ; granting like remiſcion of their ſmnes, as if they under 
tooke the Holy warre. 

And withthis Commiſſionis the Archbiſhop of Canterbayy, and rhe other exiled 
Biſhops.of England with Pandolphxs, diſpatched to the King of France for the executi- 
on thereof, Which, notwithſtanding, ſeemes rather done to terrifie King John , then 
any way to aduance the King of France, whom the Pope defired not to make oreater 
then he was : howſoeuer, to amuſe the world, he made ſhew to ingage him in this bu- 
fineſle, For he gaue a ſecret charge to Pandolpas apart, that if pon the preparation ," and 


1 forces gathered by the King of France for this deiettion , hee could worke the King of England 


to ſuch conditions as he ſhould proponnd; abſolntion and reſtorement ſhowld bee granted vnto 
bim. | 
The king of Fraxce, vpon this aCt of the Pope, and the ſollicitation of his Miniſters, 
commands all the Princes and Nobility within bis Dominions to afſemble their forces 
with Horſe, Armour, and all Munition to aſſiſt himin this buſineſſe, and bee ready, vn- 
der paine of cxheredarion, at the Spring of the yeere : preparing likewiſe a orcat Nauie 
for the tranſportation of theſe forces into Exgl/and. King ſobn, vpon intelligence hereof 
ſendsto all the ports of his kingdome commandement, to have all ſhipping whatſocuer 
offible to be made ready with, all expedition : ſummoning likewiſe all Earles, Barons, 
Knights,and who elſe could beare Armes of any condition, to be ready at Douer, preſently por 
Eaſter furniſhed with horſe,armonr, and all military promſion to deferd him , thrrſelues , aud 
the Kingdome of England againſt this intended Inuaſion vnder paine of Culuertage , ard per- 
petnall ſernitude, | | 
Whe:cupon {o great nu 
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rertainethem, So that multitudes were ſent home againe of vnneceſſary men, 'and 
onely a choycereſcrued of the abler ſort ; which aroſe to thenumber of ſixty thouſand 
well appoynted for baile, Befides , ſo mighty a Nauy was made ready, as exceeded 
that of France, 

And thus prepared , King /ohncxpects his enemies, when ſecretly, two Kaighes, 
Templars, ſent by Pandolphas, ſo wrought with him, as notwithſtanding all this grear 
powerofhis, he deſcends to accept of a treaty with him, Whereof Pandolphas is pre- 
{ently aduertiſed, and withdrawes himſclfe our of the French Kings Army, comes ouer, 
and ſo terrifies King /ohn with the mighty forces bent againſt him, and the eminent 
danger wherein he ſtood,as he yeeldes to any conditions whatſocuer propounded yn- 
tohim, And not onely grants reſtitution and ſatisfaction of what euer had beene 
taken fromthe Archbiſhop,and the Monks of Canterbary; the Biſhops of London,Ety, 


Bath,and Lincoln (who were fled tothe Archbiſhop: ) bur alfo laies downe his Crown-, 


roche indoement 2nd mercy of the Church. 

Two dayes / ſome wright fixe ) it was before the Legat reſtored him his Crowne : 
atrhe recemuing whereof , he ſwore ( and his Earles vnderraking for him ) that he and | 
his ſucceſſors ſhould hold the Kingdome of England, and Lordſhip of Ireland, from the Sea of 
Rome,ar the aunuall tribmte of a thouſand Markes of Stlwer, And this, with his homage 
and fealty, he confirmed by his Charterat a houſe ofthe Templars , neere Douer, The 


eſpeciall weights that moued King Tohy to this cxtreame lownefle, they of thoſe times, | The cauſes 
note to be, Firſt , the conſideration of his offences ro God , hauing lived five yeeres | that moued K+ 
| excommunicated,to the great deformity of his Kingdome, Secondly,the oreatneſſe of 


his enemy the King of France, and his adherence. Thirdly, the doubttull faith of his 
Nobilities, whom he had offended. Fourchly , for that the Aſcention day was at hand; 
after which,one Petey a Hermit and Sourhſayer had propheſied, hee ſhould be no more 
King of England. Which, though miſtaken in the manner , was fulfilled in a ſort by 


this reſignation, and a new condition of Eftate. Bur the Southſayer with his Son, ſuffes | 


red ſhortly after the penalcy of death, for his otherwiſe interpreted divination, 
Now, notwithſtanding this a& and ſubmiſſion of King Teh», the intera1ion of the 
Kingdome continues, and his ewne abſolution deferred, till reſtitution, and full ſariſ- 
faction were performed to the Clergy; of which, eight thouſand markes of filuer was 
preſently deliuered to Pandolphus; who at the receiving thereof, tramples jt vnder his 
feete, as contemning that baſe matter, in reſpect of the grace conferred vpon the 
tranſoreſſor ; and returnes with the ſame into France. Where hee declares what had 
paſſed in Exglard : and forbids the King of France,vpon paine of exeommnnication,to proceed 
any further in this emerpriſe, ſeemg King lobhn had thus ſubmitted bimſelfe to the Church. 
The King of Farce, now all in readineſle for this great inuaſion, and full, with hope 
of victory,recciuing ti:is ſodaine;and vnexpected Meſſage , grew imo great rage, and 
was, inregard of his honour,and infinite charge}, hardly diuerted from this enterpriſe, 
Yet inthe «nd, ſecing his confederates and followers quailed with this menace 'of the 
Church,extreamely diſcontent, he giues it outer, | 
Norwithſtanding , for his owne reputation and defire of revenge, having all theſe 
orcat forceson foote,and his nauy ready in the mouth of Seize,would yndertake ſome- 
thingto giue ſatisfa@ion both to the adventurers , and his owne people intercſſed in | 
this ation. And for that, Ferrard Earle of Flanders, adhering to King /ohz,refuſcd ro 
follow him inthisexpedition,on him hefalls (as being next him) encers toro his port of 
Dam, vowing that Flanders ſhould either be France , or France Flanders. Ferrand , (ceing 
this tempeſt come to light vpon him, ſends for ayde toKing /ohn, who glad,having ef- 
caped at home the occaſion ofa defenſive War, to enter into an offenſive abroad , both 
to imploy this great collefted Nauy of his, and alſo pur his people in aCtion, whoſe 
diſmiſſion , without ſome ſatisfaction,he knew would breed no ſafe humor; dilpatches 
five hundred ſayle , with ſeuen hundred Knights into Flanders vnder the conduct of 
his baſe brother william Lovg-ſword Earle of Salisbury, Reginald Earle of Balogn,whom 


Scept-r, Mantle, Sword, and Ring, the enſignes of his royalty , at the feete of Pandelphus, | vy che King- 
deliuering vp therewithallthe Kingdome of Exgland tothe Pope, and ſubmits himſelfe | dome of £g- 


| Vide Append. 
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T he Life,andreigne,of King John. 
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The Archbiſh. 
threatens to 
Eexcommuni- 
cate the King 


This Charter 
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Mat. Par. with 
reftes of the 
Subſcribers. | 


he had lately entertained with a penfion,being for ſome demerit driuen out of France, 
And theſe arriuing at the Port of Dam, where they found the French Nauy vnorderly 
diſperſed,and withour defence ( rheir forces going out to inuade the Country ) ſet vp- 
on,and vtterly defeired the ſame , and afterward ioyning their power with that of Fer- 
rand,draue the King of France home with great diſhonour,and excecding loſſe. 

King ſohy raiſed with this victory, and his peace with the Church , {ers vpon great 
defignes,taking opportunity of this diſaſter ot the King of France, whom, in reuenge of 
his iniury, and hope ofrecouering his tranſmarine Dominions , hee plots to affaile on 
all Gdes : ſtirring vp his Nephew Otho to ayde the Earle of Flanders, for an Inuaſion 
on the Eaſt part , whilſt himſelfe with all his power ſhould enter vpon the Weſt. For 
execution whereof, firſt hee ſends ſupplies of treaſure to his Chieftaines in Flas- 
ders,chen aſſembles a great Army at Port-momth , wherewith, hee reſolues to paſle the 
Seas, | 

But his defigne contrary to his deſire and taſte, came to be delayed by the with. 
drawing ofhis Nobility, who refuſed to ayde or attend him,vntill hee were abſolued, 
and had confirmed vnto ther their liberties : wherewith much inraged, ſeeing no 0- 
ther remedy , he ſpeedily ſends for the Archbiſhop of Canterbury , and the other Bi- 
ſhops,which were yet in France , promiſing them preſent reſtitution, and ſatisfaQion, 
ynder the hands and ſeales of foure and twenty Earles and Barons, vndertaking for 
the performance thereof, according to the forme of his Charter granted in this be- 
halfe. Pandolphus with the Biſhop and the reſt of the cxiled Clergy, forth-with come 
ouer,and finde the King at F/iincheſter , where hee goeth forth to mecte them ,, and on 
his knees,with teares, receiues them , beſceching them to hane compaſiion on him, and the 
Kingdome of England, Abſolued he is with great penitence, and compaſſion expreſt 
with teares of all the beholders, and ſweares vypon the Euangeliſts, ro owe, defend , and 
maintaine Holy Church , and the Miniſters thereof, againſt their aduerſaries to the vt- 


| termoſt of his power : That he would renoke the good Lawes of his Predeceſſors , and _ 


thoſe of King Edward, abrogating ſuch as were wninſt : Indge all his ſubiefts according to t 
inſt indgement of his Conrt : That preſently upon Eaſter next following he would make plenaric 
ſatisfattion of whatſoener had beene taken from the Church, 

Which done, hereturnes to Portſmouth , with intention to paſſe ouer into France, 
committing the gouernment of the Kingdome to Geffrey Fitz. Peter , and the Biſhop of 
wrnchefter, with charge that they ſhould order all buſineſſes , together with the Coun- 
cell ofthe Archbiſhop of Canterbnry. 


And here a numerous company of ſouldiers repairing to him , complayned that by | 


their —_ their money was ſpent, ſo that they could not follow him voleſſe 
they mighc be ſupplied out of his Exchequer : which the King refuſing to doe, in a 
great rage, With his priuate family, takes ſhip, and puts forth to che Iſle of Jerſey; but 


ſeeing none of his Nobles or other to follow him , was forced (hauing loſt the oppor- | 


eunity ofthe ſeaſon) to returne into Eglard; where hee gathers an Army , with in- 
tention to chaſtiſe the Lords who had thus forſaken him. Bur the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury followes him to Northampton , Vroing that it was againſt his Oath taken 
at his abſolation,to proceed in that manner againſt any man;withant the iadgemrent of his Court. 
To whom the King in great paſſion replyed; That hee would not deferre the buſmeſſe of the 
Kingdowe for his pleaſure , ſeeing Lay indgements appertained not vnto him: and ſo in fury 

marches to Netingham. | 
The Archbiſhop followes him, and plainely told him, that wnleſſe h: would deſiſt 
from this buſinaſſe , he would excommunicate all ſuch , as ſhould take armer againſt any , be- 
fore the releaſing of the interdiftion; and would not leaxe him , vntill hee had obtained a con- 
wenient day for the Lords to come to his Court , which ſhortly after they did, and a Par- 
hament is aſſembled in Paws, wherein the Archbiſhop of Canterbury produces 2 
Chartet of King Herr the firſt , whereby hee granted the ancient libercies of the 
Kingdome of England ( which had by his Predeceſſors beene oppreſt with vniuſt 
exaCtions) according to the Lawes of King Edward, with thoſe emendations which 
his father , by the Counſell of his Bazons did ratifie. And this Charter becing read 
; before 
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The Life and reigne, of King John. 


before the Barons they much reioyced,and ſwore in the preſence of the Archbiſhop, that for | 
rheſe 1berties they wonld if neede required, ſpend their blond, And therewithall, concluding 
a confederation with the Archbiſhop, the Parliament brake vp, ; | 
Shortly after dies, Geffery Fitz Peter, luſticiar of England, a man of 2 generous ſpirit, 
learned in the lawes, and skilfull in gouernment, Who in that brokentime , onely held 
vncraſed, performing the part of an etten Counſellour and Officer betweene the King 
and Kingdome; whom though the King moityſed, he molt feared, and leaſt loued, as 
ill Princes doe their worthieſt Miniſters , whoſe grauity and judgement may ſcemeto 
keepe them in awe. Ard hearing of his death,reioycing ſayd, Now when hecomes into 
hell let him ſalute the Archbifhop Habert;whom afſuredly he ſhall finde there, And tur- 
ning to thoſe about him, ſwore by the feete of God, that now at length he was King, and Lord 
of England, hauing a freer power to vnty himſelfe from thoſe knots which his oath had 
made to this grear man againft his will;and to breake all the bands of the late concluded 
peace, vnto which he repented to haue euer condeſcended. And to ſhew the deſperate 
malice of this King (who, rather then not to haute an abſolute domination ouer his peo- 
plc,ro doe What he liſted, would be any thing himlelfe vnder any other that would but 
{u>port him in his violences) there is recorded an Ambaſſage (the moſt baſe & impious 
chat cuer yet was ſent by any free and Chriſtian Prince) vnto MMmramumalins the Moore, 
| intitled the great King of Africa, Morocco,and Spaine, wherein he offercd to render vn- 
to him his Kingdome;andto hold the ſame by tribute from him,as his ſoueraigne Lord : 
| To forgoc the Chriſtian faith { which he held vaine, ) and receiue that of Mahowec. In 


ov oe aA a4 
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which negotiation,the Commiſſioners are named to be, Thomas Hardington, Ralph Fitz 
Nichols, Knights, and Robert of London Clearke. The manner of their acceſſe to this 
reat King is related, with the delivery of their meſſage, and King Johns Charcer to that 


both of the King and Kingdome with the nature and diſpoſition of the people, ſo much 
diſdained the baſeneſle, and impiery of the offerer, as with ſcorne hee commanded his 
miniſters ro depart inſtantly our of his preſence and Courr, Yer afterward, te vnder- 
ſand ſome more particulars ofthe madnes ofthis King of Exg/and,hee called for Roberr 
the Clearke, and hadpriuate conference with him apart,about many particulars which 
hec himſelfe reuealed to many , in the hearing of Mathew the Monke of Saint Albans, 
who wro and declared theſethings,deſcribing the perſon of this Robert, to beof a low 
ſtature,blacke,one arme ſhorter then another , two fingers vnnaturally growing toge- 
ther,of viſage like a Jew,@&c.which relation we are not vtterly to contemae, proceeding | 
from an Author of that grauity and credit,and living ſo neere thoſe times, though to ys | 
that are ſo farre off both in faſhion and faith, it may ſeeme improbable in ſome part ; 
yetif we confider whereto the deſperate violence of this King , ( who had made vtcer 
wracke of conſcience; and all humane teſpeR) might carry him, ſeeing himſelfe in that 
eltate he was, we may not thinke it voyd of likelihood, to haue had this dealing with an 
heathen King (who, in that time was formidable to all Chriſtendorne, and had on foote 
the miohtielf Army that cuer the ſoores had in Spare ) which might cither be to hofd 
amity With him,or entertaine him otherwiſe for his owne ends. Though tor the point 
of oftering to forgoe the Chriſtian faith, we may in charity forbeare to make it a part of 
ours. Although this relator giues vsa note ( amongſt other which hee ſuppreſt) thar 
poynted at the irreligion of this King; who at the opening of afat Srag, icaftinely ſaid, 
Sce how proſperoully this beaſt hath liued,and yet never heard Mafſe, Which skofte, in 
regard of the zeale then profeſied,ſzuoured of an impiety,vnfitting the mouth of a reli. 
gious King,and gaue fcandall tothe hearers , who tooke jt according to their appre- 
| henfion, apt to cenſure whatſoeuer comes from the mouth of Princes; which may warnc 
them to be wary what they ytterin publique, 

Buc this Embaſſage,cither negleRed by Airamamalin, or diſappointed by the ouer- 
throw of his great Army,with the death of his Sonne , which ſhortly after followed ) 
King ohnets vponanother courſe; affailes Pope Innocentins ( prone to be wrought by | 
oifts to doe any thing) with great ſummes of money , and a re-aſſurance of his tribu- 
| tary ſubjcction, which ſhortly after he confirmes by a new oath , aud a new — 

before 
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bribes the Pope 


RKion releaſed. 


| 


before the Popes Legat the Biſhop of T#ſc#/am,ſent ouer for the ſame purpoſe, and | 


with ful authority to compole tie diſſentions berweene the Kingdome and Prie{thood, 
Which at many Aſſemblies indiuers places was after debated,and in the end order was 
taken for a plenary ſatisfaction to be made for the damages done tp the Church, For 
which the King vpon account already , had payd twenty ſeaucn thouſand Markes,and 
thirteene thouſand more were vndertaken by Suretics to bee anſwered by a certaine 
daic. 

And hereupon is the Intcrdidion releaſed , hauing continued fixe yeares, three 
moneths,and fourtccne dayes,to the ineſtimable lofſe of the Church, and Churchmen, 


—- 


ion of damages receiued by the Kings miniſters during this interdition, To whom 
the Legat anſweres : That it was not in his commiſſion to deale for reſtititution to bee 
made ynto them all, but aduiſes them to complaine to the Pope,and craue of him plenz- 
ry inftice. Whereupon they depart much diſcontented,holding the Legats proceeding 
(for that he pleaſed not them)inclining onely to pleaſe the King : Who now is recom- 


— 


mended to Rome for a moſt traftable, obedient, and indulgent Sonne of the Church, 
and the Clergy heares of blame for their obſtinacy vied rowards him, 

The King hauing referred the ending of all this controuerfie to the Legar, and ſome 

other of his owne minifters (being aſſured of the Popes fauour ) was now gone into 
Poiftow, to aflayle (according to his ſormer deſignc) the King of France on that (ide ; 
whileſt his forces with thoſe of the Emperour Orbo, by the way of Flanders, inuaded 
him on the other. And being with his Queene, landed at Rochel, many principall Ba- 
| rons of Poittox ( apter to promiſe then performe their fairh ) came and ſwore fealty 
vnto him : With whom he marches forward into the Country, recouers many Caſtles 
and peeces of importance; Whereof particularly by his owne letters from Parthenas 
he certifies his Juſtices of the Exchecquer, And withall ſhewes them how hee had 
oraunted to the Son of the Earle of March, his daughter Joan in marriage (though, 
{ayd he, the King of France defired her for his Son, but fraudulently, 8c. | 

After this he goes into Brizraine , cakes in the citty of Nantes, prepares to incounter 
with Loys the French Kings $9n , who was come downe with a mighty army to op- 
poſc his proceeding, Bur the Poifonin: diftruſting his power,or he them (bauing diſ- 
couered the forces of the — refuſed ro fight : Whereupon the King of England 
ro his extreame griefe, forſooke the field, and made adiſhonorable truce with the King | 
of France;and this was the laſt of his cranſmarine attempts.His forces in Flanders had 
far worſe ſucceſle;tor the King of Fraxce wizall the power he could poſſibly make,in- 
counters them at the bridge of Boxines , and overthrew the Emperour Otho , and the 
whole army of the confederates , wherein are reported to haue beene an hundred and 
Efry chouſand foote beſides horſe, and in the batraile,flaine a thouſand fiue hundred 
Knights,and taken priſoners, errand the Earle of Flanders,the Eattes of Saljsbary , and 


Bologne. And (as report the Arnales of Flandeys,) the Earle of Sauoy,the Dukes of Bra- 
bant and Lamberg,and the Earle or Luxemburg : the Emperour Orho 4.hardlycſcaped, 
and liued not long after, 

Vpon theſe misfortunes, and fearing the outrage of a'neceſſitous and diſtempered 
King,the Barons of England aflemble themſclues at S. Edwzondsbury , where they con- 
fer of the late produced Charter of Heyy the firſt, and (wore vpon the high Altar,that 
if King ſoby refuſed ro confirme and reftore vnto them thoſe liberties (the rights of the 
Kingdome.) they would make war ypon him yntill he had ſatisfied them therein - and 
further agreed that afrer Chriſtmas next they would petition him for the ſame , and in 
the meane time prouide themſelues of horſe and furniture, to beready if the King 
ſhould ſtart from his Oath made at #inchefter at the time of his abſolucion,for the con- 
firmarion of theſeliberties , and compell him to fatisfie their demand, After Chriſfmas 
they repaire in a military manner tothe King lying in the new Temple , vrging their 
deſire with great vehemency : the King, ſeeing their reſolution, and inclination to war, 
made anſwere, That for the matter they required hee would take conſideration till after Eaſter 
next : arid in the meane time , he tooks wpon hins the croſſe(rather as is ſayd,throngh feare the 
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whereof an innumerable multitude of all orders now repayre tothe Legat for ſarisfa- | 


deaotion.) | 
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deuotion ) ſuppoſing himſelte to bee more ſafe vnder that prote&ion. But the Lords 
continuing their reſolution , torc-ſceing nothing was to be obtained but by ſtrong 
hand, afſe:yble an Army at Stamford, wherein are {a1d to bee two thouſand Knights, 
beſides Eſquires with thoſe that ſerued on foote : and from thence marched rowards 
Oxford where the King then expected their comming, according tothe appointed 
time,foranſwere to their demaunds. And being cove to Brackly withtheir Arwy , he 
King ſends the Archbiſhop of Canterbury and William Earle of Pembrooke Mareſchall, | 
with other grane Councellors, to demaund of rhev, what were thoſe Lawes, and Li- | 
burties they required,to whom they ſhewed a Schedule of them, which the Commilsi- 
oners deliuer to the King , who hauing heard them read, in great indignation asked | 
why the Barons did not likewiſe demand the Kingdome and ſwore that he woul4 neuer grant 
choſe hberties whereby himſelfe ſhould be mage a ſeruant. $0 harſh athing is 1tto a powre 
thar hath once gotten out into the wile liberty of his will, to hexre againeof any re- 
ducing within his circle : not conſidering how they who inherit Ottices ſucceed inthe 
obligation of them , aid that the molt certaine meanes to'preſerue vnto a King his 
Kingdomes,is to poſleſſe them with the ſame conditions that he hath inherited them. 

The Barons vpon this anſwere., being as haſty as he was auers , reſolne to ſeize on 
his Caſtles,and preſently march towards Northampton, which they befiege , conſtity- 
ting Robert Fitz, Walter their General, intituling hum the AZareſchall of the army of God, | 
and holy Church. And after they aſſaile the Caſtle of Bedford, where William de Beau- 
champ rendring his charge,recetues them : and the Londoners ſend thither priuy meſ. 
ſage to 1oyre with them,and deliver vp the City to be garded by their diſcretion. 
 Andthither they repaire, and are toytully recejued, vnder pact of their indemnity, 
where daily increaſing in number of new Confederats, they make their proteſtation, 
neuer to gine oner the proſecution of their deſire, till they had conſtrayned che King 
(whom they held peziured)to grant them their Rights. | 

King /obn ſeeing himſelfe, ina manner generally forſaken, hauing ſcarce ſenen 
Knights faithfull vnto hi:n,counter feits the ſeales ofthe B B,and writes 1n their names 
to all nations that the Engliſh were all Apoſtats,and whoſoeuer would come to inuade 
them,he,by the Popes conſent, would confer vpon them alltheir Lands, & poſſcſsjons. 
But this deniſe working no effeR, in regard of the little confidence they had in the 
Ki1ng,and the powre of the Kingdome : a new mediation 1s made tothe Barons by the 
Ezile Marclchall and others,and a Parle1s had betweene #F/:naſor and Stanes, in a Mea- 
dow called Rummng-mead(a place anciently vicd for ſuch Conferences )where after n:2- 
ny mcetirgs,and much debate,the King freely conſented,forthe glory of God, and c- 
mendation of the Kingdome\to confirme thoſe Lawes,and Liberties tormerly reſtored, 
and in part oreayned by Hen,1. 

And to the end that alldiſcord ſhould vrrerly ceaſe,he grants for the intireand firme 


! 


eniov ing theſe Lawes and Liberties, Security in this manner. T hat there ſhould be fi 

and 1wemy Barons choſen of the Kingdome, ſuch astheywould,who ſhould, to their vtmoſt 
power cauſe the ſame to be held,and obſerued. And that if either the King or bu chiefe Tuſti- 
ciar ſhould tranſoreſſe in any Article of thoſe Lawes and the offence ſhewea. Foure Barons of 
the fine and rwenty ſhould come to the King,or in his abſence out of the Kingdome,to his chiefe 
{uſticiar ,and declarethe exceſſe,requiring Without delay, redreſſe for the ſame : Which if not 
made,within the ſpace of forty dayes after ſuch declaration ; thoſe foure Barons ſhould referre 
the canſe to the reſt of the fine and twerty,who with the Commons of the Land nught deſtrain, 
and enforce him by all meanes they could ( viz. by ſeizing vpon his Caſtles, Lends and Poſ- 
ſeſsions,or other goods ) (his perſon excepted, and that of his Queene and Children ) till a- 
mends ſhou'd be made according to their arbitration, «And that whoſoeuer Would , ſhould 


| 


take their Oath for the execution hereof, and obey the commandement of the fine and ewenty 
Barons hercm without prohibition. «A nd if any of them diſſented, or could not aſſemble, the 
maior part to haue the ſame power of proceeding. Beſides tor more caution , the foure 
Chatzlaines of the Caſtles of Northampton, Xenelvorth, Notingham, and Skarbrough, 
ſhould be ſvworne to obay the commandement of the Fiue and twenty Barons ; or the matior 
part of them, in whatſoeuer they thought good concerning thoſe Caſtles, Wherein none 


e ſrould | 


— 


Thereſolutie 
on of the Ba- 
rons aflem- 


bling their 
army at Stam- 


ford, 


A Schedule of 
the demaunds 


; Of tic Lords. 


The Lords 
ſeize on the 


kugs Cailles, 


The Lords 


| FEPATEC TO 


London, 


King Tohn for- 
faken of his 
people. 


The Fatrle 
Mareſchall & 
other mediate 
a reconciliati- 
on. 

A Parhamert 
for reſtoring 
the Rights & 
Liberties of 
the kingCon, 


Articles of 
the agree- 
ment confir- 
med by King 
Fob, | 


Yide Append. 


— — ————c© 


F / 


an 


The Liſe,and Raigne of King lohn. 


ſhould bee placed but ſuch as were faithfull,and would obſerne their Oath,c+c. T hat all ſtran- 


 gers, whereof diners are expreſly nominated ſhould bee mooued out of the Kingdome. And | 


a generall pardon oraunted for all tranſgranſsions committed, through the occaſien of this 
diſcord. from the beginning thereof to this preſent time. And mutuas! Oathes taken of both 
fi 


des,in ſolemne manner ,for the inuolable obſeruing all theſe Articles. T he . King likewiſe 


| ſend's bis letters Patents to all the Shriefes of the K ingdome , to cauſe all men of what deg Yee 
| ſoener within their ſencrall Shires,to ſweare to obſerue thoſe Lawes and Liberties thus gran- 
' red by his Charter. 


1215. 


Anno. 


And in thismanner ( though it were to bee wiſhed.it had not beene in this manner ) 
were recoucred the rights ofthe Kingdome. Whereof,though they feeme to haue now 


' the Lizerie they had nor the Serſzn, For preſ-nrly the King being looſe from the doing, 


' which he pretends to be by force,vnlooſes the Deed,and there wanred rot thoſe abour 


> 3 ; . . . . . 
R { & 17 him, who obſerning which way his willbenr, roturne him more violently ypon that 
King lobnby fide ; not in regard of his good,bur their owne intereſts, making more profit by his ir- 


euill councell 
. fruſtrates his 


owne Grants, 


Retires into 
the Iſle of 
W:z2li and 
writes to the 
Pope 

The Pope 
excommuni- 
cates the Ba- 
rons. . 


The error of 
the Barrons, 


The King 
ſends to leuy 
forraine for- 
ccs, 


He meetes 
with them at 
Dowtr. 


regularity then otherwiſe they could, of his orderly courſes : rellimg him he was now a 
King Without a Kingdome ;a Lord without a Dominion and a ſubict to his Subiefts, W ic- 


| ked counſcllors,as 1t it were not enough,to be abone men, but to beaboue mankind, as 
} . . . - 

| thoſe Princes would be,that would be vnder the Law ; conſidering the preſeruation of 
' Kings and Kingdomes isto haue the balance of ſarisfaEtion,both of the one and other, 


equall. But by ſuch Counſailors is he confirmed 1n his refractory humonr, And wor- 
thily that Prince deſcrues to be decetued in his executions, who vnderſtands nor, as 
well the Counſailors,as the Councell. | 

| Reſolucdhe is(giuen oner to confuſton, and renenge)to diſſoJue this tye,and priuily 
| withdrawes himſclfe into the Ile of Wieht , from whence he ſends his Ager.ts ro Rome 
(where now he could doe any thing ) to complaine of this inforced a& ro the Pope, 

; who by adefinitiue Sentence, firſt condemnes and nullifies what was done, and after 
' excommmunicates the Barons : who during thisabſence and retire of their King, know- 
ing the violence of his-nature,and doubting their owne danger, keepe in,and about the 
City of London; and there vnder colour of Turnements and exerciſe of armes, inuite 
thoſe who were abroad to reſort vntothem , and fo retaine themſclues together in a 
combination for their owne defence, without ſceking farther to interrupt their Kings 
courſcs,cither by ſurpriſe ofhis perſon, which they, being of ſo great ſtrength , might 
eaſily have done, or vſing meanes to intercept his Agents,and take from him thoſe 
Linbes of his powre that might worke to offend them. | 
But this muſt either argue that their end was onely to hane ( but what they had ob- 


people,whole auſcrable fortunes at home,cafily drew them to any miſchicfes abroadz8e 
| | 


' tained)rthe reſtitution of the Liberties of the Kingdome(which though thus recouered 
by violence they ſeemed defirous to hold with peace) or elſe their negligence ; which 
may be thought ſtrange in rhoſe wakefull and a&twe times;to be ſuch,as to leaue a dif 
pleaſed King alone to his owne working,eſpecially remoued to a place, where the Sea 
being open vnto him, his our-ſendings might be without view or noting - vnleſle et- 
ther they preſumed of his little credit abroad,or their owne power at home. 

But durivg this his retyre inthe Ile, which was three moneths, he ſlacks no time to 
pur his deſires in execution,and beſides his diſpatch to Rowe,{ends the Biſhop of wor- 
ceſter,Chancellor of England,the Biſhop of Norwich,and others with his ſcale, to pro- 
curehim forraine forces out of ſuch parts beyond the ſeas,as held correſpondency with 
him,appointing them to make their repaire ro Doxer about Xerchaelmas next. Inthe 
mean time,without any royall ſhew or ſtir (attended with ſome borrowed ſeruants of 
the Biſhop of Norwich,& marriners of the Ciak-ports,who he entertained)he,as they 
write,fell to piracy & exerciſed himſelte at ſea - whiles various reports are made of him 
here on land-ſome giuing out, that he was turned Fiſher,ſome a Merchant,others a Pi- 
rate.But at the time appointed he meetes at Doxer with thoſe forraine forces, drawne 
together out of Poon and Gaſcony,vnder the Conduct of Sauarie de Malton, Geffrey 
and Oliner Buteuile brothers : with others our of Lowaime, and Brabant, vnder Waltcy 
Buck,Gerrard Sotin,and Godſhall all deſperare aduenturers, leading an execrable ſort of 
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with theſe is King Joh: furniſhed to ſer vpon his owne people. And, had not Hugh | Hr) % poues 


de Boues(co whom the Countries of Suffolk,and Norfolk were allotted for ſruice to þ 


had,he wrought ſo much as we ſhall heare preſently he did. 
memorable courage,held out three monthes againſt all that mightie power ofhis (the 
the Kingdome , and within halfe a yearegot in a!l the Caſtles of the Barons enen to 


Londen, on which hee forbare to aduenture,in regard of the cloſe ynited power of the 
Barons that reſolutely held and vowed to dye together - and ſeparate then hee could 
not,and therefore from Rocheſter he marches to Saint elbones, where the firſt publica- 
tion of the Popesexcommunication of the Barons is pronounced. 

And heere hee denides his Army (conſiſting moſt of rauenous ſtrangers) in two 
parts : appoynting his brother IW:l:am Exrle of Salubury , with Falcaſins, Sauarie de 
Malleon leader of the PoifFouns, Braver,and Buc of the Flemings & Brabantines,to gard 
the Countries and Caſtles about the City of London, to cur off all provilions , and 
anoy the Barons by all means poſsible: himſclte with the other part of his fo: ces draws 
Northward , and 11yes waſte all che Countries before him, and both cheſe Arn;iesſer 
onely vpon diſtru&ion,inflict all thoſe calamities,thattie rage of 2 diſorde; ly war could 
commit,vpon a miſerable people that made no head at all againſt them, 

All Countries ſuffer in thisafflition, and King /oh»:marching as farre 25 Berwike, 
had purpoſed to haue carryed it farther (threatning Alexander King of Scots that hee 
world hunt the Foxe to his hole, alluding to his red haire) had he notbeene called from 
that attempt to come backe ro theſe parts vpon .diſcouery of new delignes praiſed 
by the Barons, who ſeeing themſclues depriued of their Eitates (ginen away to Stran- 
gers)their wiues and daughters violated, all theirſubſtance conſumed, deſperately fall 
vponan other extreme,making out tor ſuccour to Loyys the French Kings ſonne ſolli- 
citing him totakevpon him the Crowne of England, wherein they promiſed by their 
free EleRion to inveſt him, and to ſend pledges for the performance thereof, beeing 

perſwaded that thole forces of the French, which King John had entertayned, would 
vpon the comming of thoſe aydes from the King of France,being their Soueraigne, for- 
ſake hin. This meſſage 'is entertayned, a Parliament 1s called at Lions by Kin s Philip 
the father of Louys, the buſineſſe conſulted, and refolued vpon. Zorys,befides the afſ.a 
rance ade of this proffered ele&ion , relyes vpon atitle which he claymes by his wife 
Blanch, daughter to the Siſter of King fohn, and writes to the Barons that hee would 
ſhortly ſend then ſuccour,and not be long behinde to be with them 1n perſon. 
The intelligence of this deſigne is ſoone intimated to the Pope who preſently ſ-nds 
his Agent to the King of France with letters to intreat him,not to ſuffer his ſonre to jn- 
uadeor dilquiet the King of England, but to defend him, in regard heewasa vaſſall of 
the Roman Church, and the Kingdome,by reaſon of Dominion, appertayning there- 
unto. The King of France anſweres, that the Kingdome of England,newer was, nor ts, or 
euer ſhall be the patrimony of Saint Peter,and that King lohn was neuer lawful K ingtherif, 
and if he were,he had forfeited the ſame by the murther of Arthur for which he was conders- 
ned in his Court, neither coxld he giue away the Kingdome without the conſent of the Barons 
who are bound tojdefend the ſame. And if the Pope would maintaine this erroy, it would bee a 
pernicious exampleto all Kingaomes. : BR 
Here with the Popes Agent departs vnſatisfied, Loxys hawing firſt diſpatched Com- 
miſsionersto Rome to declare his right & iuſtifie his vndertaking,ſ-ts forth from {alice 
with 600. thips,and 80,other veſſe1l, and Lands with his Army at Sandwich. King fohn 
attends him at Dower with purpoſe to encounter him at his landing, but vpon notice 
of his great power , and diſt:uſting the faith of his mercinaries, hauing committed 


M 2 i111m- 


& | with forry 
done)ſetting foorth from Calzce with 40. thouſand more (men women and children) | &c.ommins 
beene by ſodaine tempeſt drowned 1n the Sea, hee had madean vniuerſall Cor.queſt of | our of tian- © 
the Kingdome,far more miſcrablethen the Norman; coniidering that with thoſe hee-| ders drowned, 

For,after he had recouercd the Caſtle of Rocheſter which Williams de Alb;zcr, with | 


Barons not able or not aduenturing to ſuccour him) hee marched ouer the moſt of 


the borders of Scotland , and was abſolate Maitter of all England except the Cirie of 


127 
| thouſ.nd mer; 
[ 
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the keeping of the Caſtle of Doxer to Hubert de Burgh;forlakes the field (and with ir | 
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| himſelfe) retyres firſt to Wincheſter , after to Gleceſter, and leaves all tothe will cf his 
enemy Loxys : who after he had obtayned the ſubmiſsjon of all Xen(cxcept the Caſtle | 
of Doner whick he ncuer could get )he comes to Lozdon,where he is toytully rcceiued ot 
the Barons, and vpon his Oath taken to reſtore their Lawes,and recover their rights, 
hath homage and fealty done him as the Soueraigne Lord : thither came likewiſe the 
Earles rrein, Aru» dle, Saltsbury, Willtam « Aareſchall the yenger with many other 
(forſaking King ſohn)and rendred themſelues vnto him. | 
Gallo the Popes Agent (notwithſtanding the ſword was out in all the way of his 
>alage) got to Gloceſter, ſhewes King John the Popes care of him, and in folemne man. 
ner pronounces the {cntence of Excommunication againſt Zoxys andallthat tooke 
part with him, which though 1t brought him ſome comfort for the time, yet it tooke | 
little or nothing from the enemy : neither could it fo confirme his mercinaries, but tha | 
moſt of them left him and either returned home into their Countries with ſuch ſpoiles | 
as they had, or betooke themſclues to this new commer. King [hn was not yet ſo tor- | 
' aken, but that he had power enough remaining, to infeſt, thovgh not incounter his | 
enemies, and fairh he found abroad amongſt many ot his Miritters that well deferded | 
| their charge. Dower Caſtle with a ſmall company holds out, againſt all the force thar ' 
Loxys could bring againlt 1t./izdſor Caſtle garded but with 60. men could nor be won | 
with all the power of the Barons;ſome other peeces,as Nottirghamand Lincoln Caſtles | 
made very reſolute refiſtance.But nothing is cftc&ed,faue the ruine of the Ccuntry. 
The mo{t yeelding and fertill parts of the Kingdome as about Gleeſter,the marches | 
of iVales, Lincolaſhire, Cambridg ſhire, Norfolbe Suffolk fſex,Kert,arda!l bout Londen, \ 
afthe Stages of this warre,and here they att their milchietes, which continued a!l thar | 
Sommer: And about the latter end of October, a burning feuer makes an end ofthis | 
fiery King,whichtooke him vpon an extreme griefe conceiucd for the Iofle of his carri. | 
ages ſunke in the Sands,paſsing the aſhes betweene Linand Beſten; and was augimen- | 


Of 


—— 


Thedeath of | (aq by a ſurfeit of Peaches,and new Ale taken at the Abbay of Swincſhead,from whence 


in great weakenes he is conuayed to Newarke, where,after he had recciued the Eucha- | 
riſt,and taken order for the ſucceſsion of his ſonne Herry, hee departs this life, hauing 
raigned 18.yeares, fine monthes,and foure daies. | 
The Abbor of CrockeFFor,, a man skiltull in phyſicke and at that time the Kings Phy. 
ſition disbowelled his body, who , no doubt woald haue gwen notice, to the world 
had his Maiſter (F it was in after ages v2inely bruted)beene poyloned by a Monke of | 
Swinſhead Abbay, but the Writers of thoſe times report no ſuch matter. Howſocuer | 
his death takes not away the reproach ofhis life , nor the infamy that followes him, | 
whereunto jll Princes are as {ubie& as their euill Subic&s', and cannot eſcape the brute | 
ofa clamarous Pen,witneſſe this Diſticque. | 
| eAnglia ficut adhbuc ſordet fatore Jobannis, 
Sordida fadatur fedante Toharne Genenna. 


He had iflue by his wife Iſabel (daughter to Aymer Earle of Angoleſmc) two ſonnes 
Henry and Richard,alſo three daughters loane,Eleanor,and Tſabel. | 

Henry \ucceeded himin the Kingdome , Richard was Earle of {orrewall, and Crow | 
ned King of the Romans and had iflue Henry, and Johnthat dyed withour iſlue, allo £d- 
ward Earle of Cornewall and others. 

Toane the eldeſt daughter (marryed to Alexander the ſecond, King of Scets) dycd 
withour iſſue, 

Elianor the ſecond daughter (marryed to Sr Ear'e of LeiceHer ) had ifſue Herry, 
Symon, Almaricke, Guy,Richard,and Elianor, Henry ſlaine wittout flue. $7207 Earle of 
Bigorre, and Anceſtor to a Family of the Jſountfords 1n France. Almarick fir{t a Pricit, 
after a Knight. Guy Earle of Argleria, in Italy, and Pragenntor of the AZorrmferds in 
T aſcaine : and of the Earles of the Camps Baceht in the Kingdome of 7/aples. Richard 
remaſing priuily in Erglard, and charging his name from Afouniford, ro Wellesborre, 
was Anceſtor of the Wellesbornes in England. E1ianor borne in Englc d, brought vp in 


—— 


OA. 


France married into ales to Prince Lewinap Griffith. 
| 1ſabell 
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?/abel their youngeſt daughter (marryed to the Emperour Frederic the 2.) had iſſue, 
Henry,appointed to be King of Sicile,8& Margaret wife of «4 lbert, Landgraue,T hurine, 
She dyed in chilJ-bed after ſhee had beene E:nprefle fixe yeares. He had alſo two natu- 
rall ſonnes.Geffery Fitz, Roy,that tranſported ſouldiers into France,when Hubert forbad 
his father to go thither : K:chard (rhar marryed the daughter and Heire of Fulbert de 
Douer(who built Childham Caſtle ) had iſſue by her, of which'ſome families of good 
elteeme aredefcended. 

Likewiſe one naturall Dwghter Toane married to Lewiz Prince of Wales, 

| T he end of the Life,and Raione of King Tohn. 


The Li fe,and Ratgne of Henry the third. 


3 HE dcath of King fohn,though it much altered,yet ir ended not 
B the miſerable buſineſles of the Kingdome : for Lozxys, notwith- 


doth in courage and councell,who with Gallo the Popes Legat the Biſhops of 3/7:che- | 
fter,Bathe,and Worceſt:r worke all meansro draw the B irons, and as many of power as | 
they could ro their new and naturall King from this excommunicate {tranger , and his | 
adherents. And bred great fluctuation the minds of moſt of them doubttull whar ro 
r{olu2 vpon,in regard of the tender y outh of Henry,and their Oath made to Lovys. 
But ſuch wasthe inſolence of the French, making ſpoyle and prey of whatloener | 
they could faſten on (and now inuented by Louys, Contrary to his Oath, 1n all thoſe ! 
places of importance they had recouered) as made many of the Erglith to relinquiſh | 
theirſ.rorne fidelity , and forſake his part. Which more of them would haue done, 


en "i DI es 


bur for the ſhame of jnconſtancy , and the daunger of their pledges, remayning in | The conſeſfi- 
, . | on of the Vii- 


France, which were great tyes vponthem. Befides,the popular bruit generally divulg- | 


I2IG. 


Anno. 


1ent | Crowned ar 
| Gloct/ter, 
/ 


' cont Melan at 


ed concernivg the confeſsion of the Viſcont Afelun a French man , who, lying ar the |, 


point of death,roucht with compun&ion,is ſaid to reueale the intention,and vow of Le- | 
ays(which was vtterly to extinguiſh the Engliſh nation, whom he held vile,and neuer to | 
be rrufſed, having forſaken their owne Soueraign Lord) xrought a great aucrfion in the | 
hearts ofthe Engliſh, which whether it were indeed vtrered , or giuenout cfpurpoſe, | 
it was {o to be expeRed, according to the precedents of all in-bought farreiners vpon | 
the deniſions of a diſtracted people. | 

And firſt william Earle of Salisbury, mooved in blood to ſuccour his Nephew, tooke | 


away 2 m21n- peece from the ſide of Lovys,and with nim the Earles of Arunnadle,tVarren, Diners Lords 
William, ſonne and heireto the great Marſhall, returne to the fidelity of Zernry, afrer 6. revolt from 
months they had reuolted to the ſernice of Lovys,which now may be thought was done  22* 


but to teir-poriſe, andtry the hazard of a doubtfull game, otherwiſe a brother would 
not hane forſaken a brother,nor ſo Noble a father,and {onne han2 denided their ſtarres. 
Notwithſtanding Loys found hands enough to hold London, withall the Countrics 
about it a whole yeare after, ſo thar the young King was conſtraimedro remaine about 
Gloceſter worceſter,and Briſtow , where his waketull Miniſters faile not toimploy all 
means to gather vpon whatſocuer aduantages could be eſpicd,and atlength ſo wrought 

as they draw the enemy from the head of the kingdome downe into the body, firſt into ' 
Leceiſter- ſhiere to relecue the caſtle of Montſorel a piece appertaming to Saer de Lurncy 
Earle of Fincheſter, a great partiſan of Loxys, and after by degrees to Lincoln, where 2 
Noble Lady,called Philippa (Eut of what family, time hath 1nturioufly bereft vs the 
knowledze)had, more rhen with feminine courage defended the Caſtle, the (| pace of a 
whole yerc,againſt G:bert de Gant & the Frenci forces which were poſleſt of the town, 
M 3 The 
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The forces ot 
Lou ys DUECTe 


throwne. 


The ſpoyle of 


Lincolne, 


The peace 
was conclu- 


dedthe 11, 


of Sep, 


I218 


Anno. 
Reg.2. | 


| TheEarle Marſhall Protector of the King and kingdome,with his fonne William: the 
| Biſhops of Wincheſter, Salisbury and Cheſter, the Earles of Salisbury, Ferrers, and Al- 
| bemarle. William de eAlbinet , fohn Aarſhall , William de C amelupe. Falcaſius, T ko- 
| mas Baſſet, Kobert Veypont Brent de Liſle,Geffrey Lucy,Philip de Albinet,and many other 
| Barons,and marſhall men, being with all the power of the young king (whoſe forces as 
| he marched,grew daily greater) come toa place called Srow within 8. miles of Lizco/n, 

the Legat Guallo(to adde courage and reſolution to the army) cauſed vpon confeſsion 
of their ſins,the Euchariſt to be miniſtred and gines them a plenary abſolution, ſolemnly 
 accurſfing Louys with all hisadherents,as ſeparated from the vnity of the Church,which 
done,they ſer foorth, and with ſuch violence affaile the City on all ſides, as the defen- 
dants(afterthe Earle of Perch , valiantly fighting, was flaine )wereſoone detcired,and 
all the principall men taken priſoners , whereof theſe are nominated : Saer Earle of 
| Wincheſter, Henry de Bohun, Earle of Hereford, Guberrt de Gant, jately made Earle of 
Lincoln by Louys, Robert Fitz, Walter , Kichard Xonfichet, William Moubray, William 
Beauchamp William Mauait Oliuer Harcort, R ogey de Crefſy, William de Coleuile William 
de Ros, Robert de Ropſley,Ralph Chanaut Barons, beſides foure hundred Knights or men 
at Armes,wirh their ſeruants, horſe and foot. The number and quality of the perſons 
taken, ſhew the importance of the place,and the greatneſle of the victory, which gaue 
Loxys his maine blow,and wasthe laſt of his batrailes in Englaxd, 

The ſpoyles were'very great beeing of a City , at that time rich in Marchandize, 
whereupon the winners (in derifion)) tearmed it Lows his Faire. Many of thoſe who 
elcaped,and fled from this overthrow; were {laineby the Country people in their diſor- 
derly paſsing towards London, vnto Louys, who vpon rotice of this great defeat, ſends 
preſently ouer for ſuccours into Fraxce, and drawesall the power hec had in England, 
ro the City of London ; whether the Earle Marſhall with the young King bend their 
courſe, with purpoſe eyther to afſaile Zoxys vpon this freſh diſmay of his loſſe, and rhe 
diſtra&tion of his partakers, or induce him by agreement to relinquiſh the Kingdome, 
The firſt being found difficult, the laſt is propounded, whereunto Lowys would not 
bee brought to yeeld, vntill hearing how his ſuccors comming out of Frazce, were by 
| Philipde Albeme , and Hubert de Burgh with the forces of the Cinke-ports all van- 

quiſhed at ſea; hee then hopelcfle of any longer ſubliſting with ſafety, condiſcends to 

an accord : takes fifteene thouſand markes for his voyage : abiures his claimeto the 

Kingdome : promiſes by Oath to worke his father, as tarre as in him lay, for the reſti- 
| tution of ſuch Proujnces1n France , as appertayned to this Crowne ; and that when 
-himſ1fe ſhould be King,to reſigne them in peaccable manner. 
On the other part King Zerrytakeshis Oath, and for him, the Legat,andthe Pro- 
' teRor,to reſtore vnto the Barons of this Realme,and other his Subiects, all their 11ghts 
| and heritages, with thoſe liberties for which the diſcord beganne betweene the late 
| King,and his people. Generall pardon 1s granted.,and all priſoners freed on Eoth ſides: 
| Loxys is honorably attended to Doxer , and departs out of England about Michelmas: 
 aboue two yeares after his firſt ariuall, hauing beene here,in the greatelt part, a recei- 
ned King, and was more likely to haue eſtabliſhed himſelfe , and made a Conqueſt of 
this Kingdome(being rhus pulled in by others armes ) then the Norman that made way 
with his owne,had not the All-diſpoſer otherwiſedinerted it. 

Such effe&ts wrought the violence of an vnruly King, and the deſperation of an op- 
preſſed people, which now notwithſtanding the fathers iniquity , moſt willingly im- 
brace the ſonne;as naturally inclyned to loue,and obey their Princes. 

And in this recouerv,the induſtry of Gaallo the Legate wrought much, though what 
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hedid therein was for his owneends,and the pretended intereſt of the Pope,whoſe am- 
bition had beene firſt an eſpeciall cauſe of this great combuſtion in the Kingdome, but 
as they who Wworke the greateſt miſchiefes are oftentimes the men that can beſt re paire them, 
ſo was it in this,and therefore the lcfſe worthy of thanks. The Legat was well payed for 
his pains,and,notwithſtanding the great diftreſſe of the Kingdome carries away twclue 
thouſand Markes with him to Rowe. 

Bur thus the long aftlicted ſtate begarine to haue ſome peace, and yet with many 
diftem- 
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diſtempratures at the firſt, ere thoſe virulent humours which the warre had bred were | 
otherwiſe dinerted, For many of the Nobles who had taken part with the King, ci- 
ther vnſarisfied in their expectations , or knowing nothow to maintaine themſclues 
and theirs,bur by rapine ; fall ro muttny, ſurprizing of Caſtles, and making ſpoyles in 
the Country,as the Earle of Albemarle, Robert de Veypont, Foulke de Brent,Brian de Liſle 
Hugh de Bailioll, with many other, but at lengrh, they are likewite appealed, And fee- 
ing the warre mvſt nurſe whom 1t had bred , an action 1s vndertaken for the Holy 
Land,whither Ralph Earle of Cheſter, Saer de Quincy Earle of Wincheſter, Iiilliam de 
Albeny Earle of Arundle,Robert Fitz, Walter William de Harcort, with many other , are 
ſent with great forces : beſides to vnburthen the Kingdome, all ſtrangers, vnlefle ſuch 
as came with Merchandize , are commanded to auoyde the Land, and all mcanes vſed 
forthe regaining the ability it had loſt. 

And no ſooner had this prouident ProteQor the Earle of Pembrooke ſerled the 
Kings affaires,but he dies,to the great regrate of the Kingdome ; leauing behind him 


T he death of 
the Proteor 
Earle Mar- 


a moſt Noble memory of his atiue worth,and is to bee numbred amonglit the exam- 
ples of the beſt of men,to ſhew how much the Wiſedome and Yalour of a Potent Sub- 
ict may ſteed a diſtracted State 1n tine of danger. 


ſhall, 


The Biſhop of Wircheſter ( imparting the charge with many other great Counce]- 
lors )is made ProteRor of the young King,who in er. Reg.g.1s againe Crowned,and | 
the next yeere after hath by Parliament graunred for Eſcuage two markes of Siluer | 


of cuery Knights fee, for the affaires of the Kingdome,and reconery of his rranſinarine | The King a- 


Dominions, which now is deſigned,and Malton de Sauerie the Poittourne with W:llzam | 4 crowned, 
| 1 Failaments 


Lon ſword Earle of Salsburie (ent ouer into Gutento try the affections of thar people, 
whom they finde,for the moſt part inclinable to the obedience of this Crowne. The 
King of France is required to make reſtitution of what he had vſurped, butreturnes 
anſere ; that what hee had gotten both .by forfeiture, and LaW of eArmes , hee would 
holde, 

To retaine amity with Scotland, and peace at hone, Joan, the Kings Siſter is gi- 
uen in marriage to eAlexanaer King of Scots,and e Margueret, ſifter to the ſame King, 
to 2ubert de Burgh , now made Tuſticiar of England,and the efpeciall man who guided 
the greateſt afaires of the Kingdome. Wales , reuolting vnder their Prince Lewe!iza, 
ganc occaſion of great charge and trouble to this State in the beginning of this Kings | 
raigne, and long after, tillit was wholly ſubdued. And a commorion in /reland, niade | 
by H:gb Lacy,is appealed by 7/il:am Earle of Pembrooke, ſonne to the late great Mar- 
ſh31l,and fome few yceeres after hath the Kingdomea kinde of quictnefſe , ſaving thar 
Falcaſias(or Foulke de Brenr)x 1th certate Chatelains(the dregs of war) fortitying the | 
Caſtle of Bedford,wirh ſome other peeces of ſtrength,and committing many outrages, | 
gaue occation of buſinefſe till they were gotten by hard aflault. 

But now, the King being come to ſome yeeres of vnderſtanding, was, Ina Parlia- 
ment holden ar Londen, pur in minde by the Archbiſhop of (anrerbury,in behalte of the 
Stare of his Oath made,and taken by others for him, vpon the peace which Loxys for 
confirmation of the liberties of the Kingdo:ne , for which the warre began with his fa- 
ther,and b2ing the maine baſe whereon his owne good, & that of his people mult ſub- | 
fiſt, without which the whole State would againe fall afunder ; they would haue him 
ro know it betime , to auoyde thoſe miſerable inconueniences which the diſvnion of 
Rule and Obedience might bring vpon them all, which though it were unpiouſly there 
oppugned ( as Princes ſhall ever finde mouthes to expreſle their plezſures in what 


Councellor is named)who vrged it to haue beene an Atte of conſtraint, and therefore 
nor to be performed ; was,notwithſtanding promiſed at that time by the King to bee 
ratified, and twelue Knights, or other Legall menof euery Shire, by Writs charged 
to examine What were the lawes and liberties whick the Kingdome emozed under his Grand- 
father, and returne the ſam? by a certaine day, and ſo by that vſuall ſhift of Prolongation, 
the buſineſſe was pur off tor that tine, to the greater vexation of that following. For 


duringall his raigne of fixe and fifty yeeres (| the longeſt of any King of Englans ) this 
put 


I22 
Anno. 


Anno. 


Reg. 6. 


Anno. 


courſe ſoeuer they take)by ſoine Miniſters of his(amongſt whom one William Brewer a Reg 7 
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the Charters 
of Forreſts 
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new inſurrc= 
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put him to the greateſt imbroylement, mace him ill beloued of his people )cuer croſt in 
his intendements)and farre a leſſe King,onely by ſtriving to be tr.ore then he was :the 
inſt reward of violations. And cuen this fiiſt pauſe,vpon the Jawfull zequifition therof, 
turned the blood, & ſhew'd how ſenſible the ſtate was,in the leaſt ſtoppage of that ten- 
der vaine : For,preſently the Earles of Cheſter,& Albimarle with many other greatmen 
afſemble at Leceſter with intent to remooue from the K 77gh de Burgh chiete Tuſticiar 
and other officers ſuppoſed to hinder this motion, But theArchbiſhop of Carterbury by 
his ſpiriruall power,and the re{t of the Nobility,more carcfull to preſerue the peace of 
the Kingdome,ſtood to the King,and would not ſuffer any proceeding in this kind, ſo 
2s the Lords cffeed nothing at that timme,bur were corſtrained to come iv,ard ſubmir 
themſelues. And here the King by Parliament reſumes ſuch alienarions as had bin made 


| by tus Anceſtors,of what had appertained tothe Crowne, whereby hce might have the 
| more meanes of his owne without prelsing his !ubic& ; butthis ſcrned nor his turne. 


The next yeere afcer another Parliament is held at Weſiminſter, whercin is required 


' the fifrieth part of all mooucables both of rhe Clergy and Layerie, for the recoucry of 
| thoſe parrs 11 France withheld from this Crowne by Lexys now King, contrary to his 


3 Parliaments | 


oath & promiſe made herc in England ar his departure. Which moticn,thevg} it con- 
cerned the honour and dignity of his Kingdome, ( being the ipheritarce of the King, 
and the eſtates of moſt of the Nobility,and other the ſubie&ts, who had lands 2nd poſ- 
ſs{si0ns in thoſe parts, which no doubt, theydefired to recover withtheir vemoſt nicans; 
yet would they not yecld tothe grant of this Subſidy but vpon confirmation of their 
liberties ; which 1n the end they obtained, in the ſame wordsand forme as King Ichn 
had granted them inthe two Charters before. 

And twelue Knights or Lega!l men are choſen in cnery ſhire, vpon their 
Oath, to diſparte the o1d Foreſts from the new : and all ſuch as were fourd to: have 
beene inforeſted ſince the firit coronation of Henry the ſecond to be diſzfioreſted, and 
diſpoſed ar their pleaſure,who were to poſſeſſe them. Whereupon they were laid open, 
plowed,and improued to the exceeding comfort, ard benefit of the ſtbict, whereby 
men,in ſteed of wild beaſts, were ſuſtained,and more roome made for them to vie their 
induſtry. | 

Two yeeres with great quietneſſe , andgenerall content ( the bleſsing of a ſtate ) 
theſe liberties were inioyed, when the King at a Parliament at Oxferd, declaring him- 
ſelfe to be of lawtull age,and free from cuſtody, to diſpoſe of the zfiires of the King- 
gome ; cancels,and anuls the Charter of Forelts, as graunted in his Nonage, hauing 
no POWEr of himſelte,or of his Seale, and therefore of no validity : and cauſes Procla- 
mation to be made,that both rhe Clergy, and ail others,if they wor!d enjoy thoſe 1i- 
berties , ſhould renew their Charters, and haue them corfirmed vnder his new Seale * 
for which,they wete conſtrained to pay,not according to their ability, but the will of 
the chicfe Inſticiar, ugh de Burghto whom 1s 1a1d the blame of thismischiefe, which 
procured him the generall hatred of the Kirgdome ; and bread a new infurreRion of 
the Nobility, who,tzking aduantage vpon a breach lately faln out, betweene the King 
and his brother R;chard Earle of (ornewall ( about the Caſtle of Barkhamſted apper- 
taining to that Earledome,which che King had conmitred to the keeping of one Walle- 
ran a Dutchman ) ioyne with the Earle, and pur themſelnes in armes. For the King 
maintayni2g the cauſe of Walleran, commands his brother to render the Caſtle which | 
he had taken from him ; or elſe ro devart the Kingdome. + ; | 

The Earle anſwers that he would neither do the one or the other: without the judge. | 
ment of his Peeres ; and ſo departs to his lodging , leaning the King much difj pleaſed | 
with this anſwere, The cincfe luſticiar fearing the diſturbance of the peace,aduiſes the 
King ſuddenly ro apprehend the Earle,and commit him to cloſe cuſtody, but the Earle 
either through notice,or doubt thereof, flizs preſently to AZarlbororgh where he finds 
William Earle Afareſhall,his friend, and confederate by Oath, with whom he haſtes to 
Stamford and theremeets with the Eurles of Coeſter,Gloceſter Waren, Hereford, Ferrers, | 
Warwicke,with divers Barons,and men at armes : from whence they ſend to the King | 
aduiſing him to right the injury done to his brother. The cauſe hereof, they impute | 


.to 


— — ——— 


The Life,and Raigneof Henry the third. m9 


EE EET _ 


to Hoh de Buroh , and not to himlclfe, beſides they require reſtitution to be made 
withour delay,of the liberties of the Fotreſts lately cancelled at Oxford,otherwiſe they 
would compell himthereunto by the {yord. 

The King,to auoyde this danger, appointsthem a day to come to an aſſembly at 1226 
Wothampton,where a concord 1s concluded : and to fatisfie his brother , ( beſides the | Db” 
rendring vnto him his Caltle ) hee grants him all that his mother had indowre, and Anno. 
wharſocner land the Earle of Brutane held in England , with thoſe of the Earle of « 

Bolegn lately deceaſed,andſo the Parliament brake vp. After this the generall motion Rgg. on 
for the holy wars intertaines ſome time. Which ſo ſtrongly wrought in that credulous 5- Faihamenr. 
word as fixety thouſand ſufficient men, are reported to haue vndertaken that voyage : 
of whom Peter Biſhop of Wincheſter, and William Biſhop of Exceſter are the leaders, 

The King 1s ſolicitzd by /Zugh le Brun Earle of March, who had marricd his Mo- Al, 
ther, and by other great men of \Vormardy,to come oucr into France to recouer his 70. 
rigit,ypon the great alterations happening 1n thoſe parts by this occaſion, 'Reo 12 

Louys the eight(who {ucceded Philip theſecond ) being lately dead, after his great =” 
ſiege of Axignor,and his warres made againſt the Hetericies Albegeozs in Prouince, | 
leaues the KingJome to his ſonne Lowys of the age of twelue yeeres,in whoſe minority | 
his mother Blanch, taking vpon her the Regency , ſodiſcontented the Princes of the 
blood,as they oppoſe themiclacs againſt her, holding it both diſhonourable and daun- French Hiſt, 


I22 


grons,that 2 woman anda {trangerby the Coancel! of Spaniards (, whom ſhee aduan- | 
ce: abone the Naturals of the Kingcome ) ſhould gouerne all according to her plea. | 
ſure,and therefore enter league againſt her. The ciete of whom were Philip Earle of | 
B»lognevncle by the Father,tothe King : Robert Earle of Champaione, Peterde Dreux | 
D:\c of Britzgne, and Rovert Earle of Dreax his brother , and wich theſe Hugh the | 
Earlc of Aarchtakespart,in regard the Queen regent had erected the country of Poi- | 
Fouro a County,and made Earle therof Alphonſo her Sonne,brother to the yong king, 
whereby finding himſ{clfe incloſed within that County,he refuſes to acknowledge Al- 
p-07fo tor Lord : inſtigated thereunto by his wite,a Queene Dowager of England, who 
coul4nor comport a ſuperior fo neere her doore, in ſo much as they likewiſe draw in | 
the Earle of Luſrgnan,brother to the Earie of Afarch, who allo, preſuming vpon the | 
orcatnefie of his houſe diſcended of Kings,was apt to take their part; and theſe with | 
the Earle of Britagne call in the King of England. Who after he had exacted great ſums | 
of the Clergy, of the City of London for redemption of their liberties, and taken the | 
r1ird part of all the goods of the Iewes, pafies cuer with an Army, landsat S. Aſalleos, | 
is mct by many Nobles of Poiforz , who with the Earle of Britagze doe homage vnto | 
hin,and great preparations are made to recouer ſuch peeces as had beene obtained by : 
thc late King of Frarce, | 
The Queene Regent ſers out a powerfull Army to ſtop the proceeding of the King 
of Ergland,and much miſchiefe 1s wrought on both fides1n Porttou Xaintonges, Angou- 
mos, where their friends and enemies ſuffer all alike. Ar levgrth, ſeeing no great good 
to ariſe by their trauaile,both weary of the buſines,enther a peace, or truce concluded. 
The King of England beſides an infinite expence of treaſure hauing !oft diners of 
his Nobles and other valiant men 1n the iourney, without any glory retuines home, 
bringing with him the Earle of Bretagne and many Poitoums to recelue their promiſed 
reward,which, notwithſtanding all the former expence mult be wrung out of the ſub. 
{ance of thepoore ſubic& of England. | 
Vpon his ferurne hee intertaings.a purpoſe of marriage with a Siſter of the King of | 
Scots, againſt which, the Earles, and Barons of England generally oppole ; alleadg- 
ing it to be vnfit that he ſhould haue the yonger Siſter, when Hubert his chiefe Inſti- 
ciar,had married the eldeſt : and the Earle of Britagne, by whoſe Councell he was now | Thi Bins e.l 
much direRed,difivades him likewiſe from it. To this Earle(after ſupplics obtained to. his 1 Ag : 
wards his expences,and debts in France)he giues five thouſand markes , as if FCmay- | accompr, 
ning ofthe ſumme hee had promiſed. And for the reſt of the Poiftouirs, their prefer. 
ments and rewards were to be had by the diſplacing and ſpoyles of his Officers, 


Receiuors,and others whom now he callesto accoumpt, andcaſtes for defranding him 
in | 
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The King re- 


ficers, 


The Lords 
combine for 
the publike 
defence 2- 
gainſt the K, 


1n)were diſcharged vpon him,and euery a of his examined, and vrged accordivg to 


moucs his of - | 


fron of his naturall liege people,contrary to their lawes and libertxes,and that unlefſe he would 


The Lords 
retuſe rtocome 
to Parliament | 


and third time ſommoned,to try whether they would come ornot. And here,from the 


the way to redrefſe this miſchicfe of the Kingdome, by one Robert Bacon a Fryar Pre- 
dicant : but more Comically bv Roger Bacon, (in pleaſant diſcourſe) asking the King : 


Sex-men know thar beſt themſclues;then,my Lord Iwill tell you : Petre & Kupes, al- 
ledging to Petrus de Rupibus Biſhop of Wincheſter, 


in their offices,of whom Ralph Breton Treaſuror of his Chamber is firſt, who was com- 
mitted to priſon and gricuouſly fined : then Hubert de Burgh his chicfe Tuſticiar, (a 
man who had long ruledall vnder him in a place euer obnoxious to derraction and en- | 
uy )is called to account for ſuch treaſure as paſſed his office ( which was then for all re- | 
lictes,and Subſidies whatſocuer rayſed on the ſubie& Jand, notwithſtanding he had the 
Kings Charter for it during life,yet is he thruſt out of his office,and beſides acculed of : 
haynous crimes of treaſon. | 0 

No ſooner was this great officer, and inward Councellor falne into the Kings diſ- 
pleaſure,bur preſently a whole volly of accuſations(which feare in time of fauour held 


the paſsion of the complainers.The City of Londen laies to his charge the execution of 
their Citizen Conſtantine in the time ofa ryot committed betweene their people and 
thoſe of Weſtminſter ata wraſtling in Saint Zames fields. emo Reg.4. ) as done with- 
out warrant and law , and craue Iuſtice for his blood. Zabert,to auoyde this ſodaine 
ſtorme comming vpon him,fled tothe Church of Aſerten for Sanuary whence,by ar- 
med men ſent to purſue him, he is drawne outby force, and committed to priſon. Of 
which violence done contraty to the priuiledge of that ſacred place,the Biſhop of Low 
don,in whoſe Dioſes it was,complaines, and fo wrought that he is brought back againe | 
to the ſame Chappel. Burt yet all that could not ſhelter him from the Kings wrath,who 
gives {trik commandement to the Shriefes of Harforaand Safſex,to ict a guard about 
the place,that no ſuſtenance be brought him. Hunger inforces him ro commit himſclfe 
to the Kings mercy, and away he is (ent priſoner to the Vize, his money left in the cu- 
ſtody ofthe Templars,is brought forth, and ſeazed intothe Kivgs hands; claymirg 
that,and much more as ſtolne our of his Exchequer. Steuer de Segraxe is put into his 
office, a worſe miniſter for the Common-wealth ( which ſcldome gaines by ſuch ſhif- 
tings ) and who muſt ſhortly runne the ſame fortune. Walter Biſhop of Carlel is like- 
wiſc thruſt ont of his office of Treſuror,and William Roden Knight,of his place of Mar. 
ſhall of the Kings houſe,and all the chiefe Councellors, Biſhops, Earles and Barons of 
the Kingdome,are remoued as diſtruſted,and only ſtrangers preferred to theirroomes. 
Peter Biſhop of Wincheſter, lately returned from the Holy Warres to be the Authour 
of moſt voholy diſcord at home, is charged to be the cauſe hereof, and with him one 
Peter de Riualis,now the ſpeciall minion about the King. 

Theſe traines of ſo ftrange and inſufferably violences ſo exaſperate the Nobility, 
as many ( whereof Richard,now Earle Marſhall,vypon the death of his brother Welliam 
was chiefe)do combine themſclues for defence of the publike, and boldly doe ſhew the 
King hs error and ill aduiſed courſe gnferrinfftrangers about him,to the diſgrace «nd oppreſ* 


reforme this exce:ſſe,Wvhereby his Crowne and Kingdome was in eminent danger, hee and the 
reſt of the Nobility would withdraw themſelues from his Councell, ywhereunto the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter replies : that it was lawfull for the King ts call what ſtraxgers hee liſted about | 
him for defence of his Crowne and Kingdome, thereby to compell his proud, and rebelliouſub- | 
zebts to their due obedience. With which anſwer the Earle,and the reit,depart with more 
indignation : yowing that in this cauſe, which concerned them all, they would ſpend 
their lines. 

Hereupon the King ſuddenly ſends ouer for whole legions of PoiFonins, and withall 
ſummons a Parliament ar Oxford, whither the Lords refuſed to come, both in regard 
they found themſclues deſpiſed, and holding it not ſafe by reaſon of thoſe multitudes 
of ſtrangers. Then was it decreed by the Kings Councellthat they ſhould be the ſecond 


Pulpit,whence the voyce of God and the people is vttered , the King is boldly ſhewed 


ey Lord, what 1s moſt necent to Sea-men, and What feared they moſt, the King replies : 


After 
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Afr this, the Lords were ſummoned to a Parliament at Weſtminſter : wherher 
likewiſe they refuſed to come,vnles the King would remoue the Biſhop of #/:ncheſter, 
and the Poittorzmes from the Court :; otherw iſe, by the Common (ouncell of the King- 
dome they ſendhim expreſſe word, they would expell him , and his emll Conncellors 
out of the Jand.and ceale for the creation ofa new King. 


% 


diucrs Lords came thither,as the E arle of Cornwall,Cheſtcr, Lincolne, Ferrers,& others. 
at Glee ſter by 2 certaine day : whichthe Earls 2arſckalland his aftociates refuling 


Writs to attach their bodies whereſocuer in the Kingdome. 


of Cheſtcr and Lincoln with a thouſand markes, and the King had ſo pleafed his brother | 
the Earle of Cornewall, as hee likewiſe Iefr chem. w hereupon they withdrew them | 
into Wales and contederat with Lewelin and other great men inthat country, (whither 
alſo cane Hubert de Burgh elca 2ping out ofthe Y:ze Caſtle,and ioynes with them )) ra | 
kirg their 02th intermutually,taat no one without other {hould make their accord. | 

The Kin g gocs himſclte in perſon with an Army ,agairſt thoſe reuolted Lords,into 
Wales ,Whe:e he had the worit of the buſines, and much diſhonour , returnes to Glo- 
ceſter ir ployes new forces of ſtrangers,but all without ſucccfle, Whereupon a Fryar 
of the Orcer of Minors 1s imployed to confer with the Earle Afareſeball, and to per- 
{wade him to come in,and ſubmit himlſelte to the Kings mercy, whom he had hcatd to | 
ſay that notwith ttanding his great offences, he would pardon, and reſtore to his eſtate | 
vpon ſubmiſsion ; and befides o1jves him fomuch of Herefordſhire, as ſhould connent- 
ently maiveraine him. Beſides the Frear told him what he heard ofotiier Councellors. 
about the King, concerning the wiſhirg of hisſubmiſsion, and in what forme they de- 
{red 1t ſhould be imparted in priuat. And then,as of himlclfe, he vies all inducements | 
poſsible to draw him thereunto, ſhewing how it was his duty, bis profit, aud ſatety fo 
ro doc. "i herewithall the Earle nothing "mooued, told the Fry ar what iniury hee had 
recezued, and that he could not truſt the Kin g,lo long as kee had ſuck Councel'ors 
abour him : who onely ſought the deſttu&ion of him ard his aflociates,w ho ever had 
beenc his loyall ſbbie&s. And after wany obiccions niade by the Fryar with vrgivg 
the Kings cel his owne weaknes, and the danger hee was in : the Earle concludes 
thathe feared no danger : that he wonld neuer y -eeld to the Kings will, that was gui- | | 
| ded by no reaſon : that hee ſhould 21ve an1]l example to relin quiththe juſtice of his | 

cauſe to obay that will which wrought all iniuſtice, whereby it nyght appeate;they lo- | 
wo worldly pofſefstons more then right and honour, &c. 

So nothing was done,the Warre continues with much effaſion of blood zall the bor- 
ders of Wales vnto Shy owesbury, are miſerable waſted , and made deſolate. Ar length 
meanes 1s vied to draw the Earle Afareſchall oner into Ireland to defend his ſtate ther op; 
which was likewiſe ſeized vpon, by authority giuen vnder the Kings hand and Scale, 
and all thoſe great poſic{{tons deſcended vnto him trom his Anceltor the Eatle Srrong- 
bow(the firſt Conquerors of that Countrey) ſpoyled and taken tiom him. And here, 
ſeeking to recouer his liuelihood,hee-loſt his lite circumuented by treachery : his death 
gaue cccaſion of griefe,both to his friends and enemics. The King diſuowes the ſc n- 
ding of his commiſsion into 7relarnd, proteſtirg he never knew thereof, and diſcharges | 
himſ:lfe vpon his Councellor. A poore ſhift of weake Princes. 

After two yeares affliction, a Parliament is aſſembled at Weſtminſter, wherein the | 
Biſhops grauely admoniſh the King(by his Fathers exawple,and his owne experience, 
of the milchicfe of diſcenfion betweene him, and his Kingdome , occaſioned through | 
the ill councell of his Miniſters ) ro be at vnion with his people, toremooue from him 


rangers, and others,by whoſe inſtigation, for their owne ends, thele diſturbances are | 
foltercd, | 


DI ——_—— ——  -——_ - A_— 


——— 


Vpon this threatning,pledges are required of the Nobility to be delivered by acer- 
tame day,tor {ccurity oftheir alleag1ance, Burno act pailed 1n this Parliament rhough | 


In regard the Earle are ſchall the Lord Geltcrt Baſſer, andother Nobleswere not p1C- 
ſent.Then were Writs ſent out toall who held by Knightelromos torepaire to the King | 


the King without the indgement of his Court, and their Peercs, caule tobe proclaimed | 
outlaws , ſerzes vpon all their lands, ,which he gtuesto js Poiktotines and areas out | 


The Bithop of wicheſter to weaken the party of the Mareſchail, wonne the Eatles | 


6, Parliament, 
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Anno. 


Reg.20 


Shriefcs rc= 
monued for 
corruption, 


foſtered, and hisnaturall Subie&s eſtranged from him, to the great alienation of their 
affections, which was of dangerous conſequence, Wherefore ( after recita)l of 
the Greeuances of the State,and the abuſes of his Miniſters , which were ſuch as all 
corrupted times produce ) they humbly beſorght him to gouerne his, according to 
the example of other Kingdomes, by the natives of the ſame, and their Lawes : other- 
wiſe they would proceed by Eccleſialticall cenſure, both againſt his Councellors, and 
himſelfe. 

The King ſeeing no way to ſubfiſt, and get tohis ends, but by remporizing, con- 
ſents to call home theſe Lords our of Wales, reſtores them to their places and poſleſsi- 
ons amones thoſe ſtrangers from about him, and calls his new Officers to accompr. 
The Biſhop of Wincheſter. Peter de Rinuallis and Stephan Segraue therupon take San&u- 
ary but afrerward,ypon mediation they obtained,with grear fines,their Liberty deare- 
ly paying for theirtwo yeeres eminency and grace. 

Things thus appeaſed the King giues his ſiſter 1/abel in marriage to the Erperorr 
Frederic the ſecond (ſucceſſor to Orko, and grand-child to Frederic Barbarofſa ) the 
Archbiſhop of Cologne,and the Duke of Loaaine were (ent for her. Shee is conducted 
by the King her brother to Sandwich with three thouſand horſe. The marriage is ſo- 
Iemniſed at Wormes.She was the third wite of this Erpetcur,an alliarce that yee!lded 
neither ſtrength or benefit (though that were both their ends ) to either Prince. The 
continuall broyle which this Emperour held with allthe Popes of his time, (/rnocont 
the third, Honorins, Jmrocent the fourth,Grepery the ninth) was ſuch and fogrear as 21l 
he could doe, was not enough for himſclte For not tolet goe that hold of the Em- 
pire he had in 1raly , with his hereditary Kingdomes cf Naples and Sicil which the 
Popes wiought to draw to the Church , he was pur to be perpetually in conflict, ne- 
ner free trom vexations, thruſt from his owne courics, entoyned to vndertake the 
Holy warres , to waſte him abroade , weakned at home by excommunications, and 
fines for abſolutions, for which, at one time he payde eleven thouſand markes of 
Gold. And in the end the Popes ſo prevailed that in the Graue of this Frederic was 
buried the Imperiall Authority in Jraly, after hee had thus raigned foure and thirty 
yeares , leauing his ſonne Conrad ſucceſſour rather of his miſeries then his inher1- 
tance, Hee had a ſonne by ſabel named Henrie, to whom hee bequeathed rhe 
Kingdorne of Sicile,and a hundred thouſand ounces of Gold , but hee lined rot to <n- 
10y It. 

To the marriage of this Siſter, the King giues thirty thouſand markes, beſides an 
Imperiall Crowne and other ornaments of great value : towards which,is rayſed two 
Markes vpon euery Hide Land. And the next yeare after, himſeife marries Elianor 
daughter to RaymondEatle of Piouince, amatch in regard of the diſtance of the place, 
with the meanes and degree of Eſtate,little aduanragious either to him, or his King- 
dom, but the circumſtance of alliance drew it on,with fome other promiſes which were 
not obſerued. So, that hee is neithergreater, nor richer by theſe alliances but rather | 
leſſened in his meanes,hauing no dowre with his wife, full of poore kindred , thatmuſt 
draw meanes from this Kingdome. 

After the ſolemnization of this marriage ( which was extraordinarily ſur ptuous)a 
Parliament is aſſembled at London, which the King would have held in the Towre, 
whither the Lords refvſing to come, another place, of more freedome , is appointed : 
where,after many things propounded for the good of the Kingdome order is taken 
thatali Shriefesare remooued from their Offices ypon complaint of corruption; and 
others of more integrity , and abler meanes(to auoyde bribery put intheir roomes, 
taking their Oathes to recciue no gifts, but in victuals, and thoſe without exceſſe. 

Here the King diſplaces his Steward, and ſome other Councellors, and offers to 
rake from the Biſhop of Chicheſter,then Chancellor, the great Scale, but the Biſhop 
refuſes to deliuerit,alledging,how hee had ir by the common Councell of the King- 
dome,and without afſent ofthe ſame , would not refigneit, and hauing carryed him- 
ſelfeirreprehenſible in his Office, is much fauoured by the people. Percy de Rinallis 
and Srephan Segraue,are againe recetued into grace : an argument ofthe Kings leuitie, 
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and irrc{olution,mooued,it ſeemes, with any Engine to doe and vnd 
tine and order, wherein he cucr looſes ground. | 
And now faine would he haue reuoked, by the Popes authority, ſome grants of his 
made heretofore,as being done beyond his power,& without the coſcnt ofthe Church, 
which harſh intention addes more to the already concejued diſpleature of the people. 
Amo Reg.21.Another Parliament,or the ſame adiourned is held at Loudon wherein 
regard of the grear expence for his Siſters marriage, and hisowne, hee requires rhe 
thirtieth partofall mooucables , as well of the Clergic as Layetie. Whereunto great 
oppoſition is made , and recitall of the many Leuies had beene exacted of the King- 
dome, now of the twentith, now ofthe thirtith, and fortith parts : and that it was a 
thing vnworthy and injurious,to permit a King, who was ſo lightly ſcduceable,and ne- 
vet did good ro the Kingdome,either1n expelling,or repreſsingenemy, or amplifying 
the bounds thercof, but rather lefſening and ſubiugating the ſame to Strangers, that hc 
ſhould exrort ſo many pretences, ſo great ſummes trom his naturall people (as from 
{lanes of the baſeſt condition) to their detriment, and bencfit of Alzens. Which when 
the King heard,defirous to ſtopthis generall murmur,promiſed by Oath that he would 
never more inturic the Nobles of the Kingdome, ſo that they would benignely relecue 
him ar that preſent, with this ſupply :1n regard he had exhauſted his treaſure,in the ma- 
riage of his Siſter,and his owne:whereunto they plainely anſwer, that the ſame was done 
without their Councell,ncyther ought they to be partakers of the pumſhment who were free fro 
the fault: After 4.daics conſultatiou,the King promiſing to vie only the Councell of his 
naturall Subic&s, diſauowing and proteſting againſt the reuocation lately propoun- 
ded,and treely granting the inutolable obſcruation of the Liberties, vnder paine of ex- 
communication , hath yeelded vnto him the thirtith part ofall mooueables (reſcruing 
yer tocuery man his ready coyne, horſe,and armour tobe imployed for the Common- 
wealth. For the collection ot this ſubſidy , it was ordayned that 4.Knights of euery 
Shire , and one Clerke of the Kings ſhould vpon their Oath receiue and deliuer the 
ſame, eyther vntoſome Abbay or Caſtle, to bee reſerued there,thar ifthe King fayle in 
performance of his Grants,it might bee reſtored to the Country whence it was colle&- 
ed - with this conditionoften annexed,that the King ſhould leaue the Councell of Al:- 
ens,and onely vie that of his naturall Subies, Wherein to make ſhew of his part, he ſo- 
dainly cauſes the Eatles Warren and Ferrers , with John Fitz Geffrey to bee [worne his 
Conncellors. And forthe Parliament ended, but not the buſinefle for which it was cal- 
led,the King not giuing thar ſatisfaRionto his ſubic&s as he had promiſed concerning 
Strangers , and beſides, that order concluded in Parliament was not obſerued in the 
2auj1ng and diſpoſing of the ſubſ1dy,burt {tricter courſes taken in the valewing of mens 
Eſtates then was held conuenient. Moreouer F/:/l;am Vale: time Vncle to the young 
Quecne, is growne onely the inward man with the King, and poſſefles him ſo, as no- 
thing is done without his Councel] : the Earle of Proxence, the father ;a poore Prince, 
is inuited to come ouer to participate of this Treaſure , which ſeemes was diſpoſed be- 
fore it came in. S:mon de e Honford a French man borne (baniſhed out of France by 
Queene Blanch)isentertained in £xgland,and preferred ſecretly in marriage to Elianor 


the Kings Siſter (widdow of F/:ll;am Earle of Pembrooke Great Mareſchal)) and made 


Earle of Leiceſter by ri2ht of his mother Amzrce daughter to BlanchmanEarle of Lez- 
ceſter. Which conrlſes(with other) {o incenſe the Nobility, and generally all the Sub- 
ie&s,as put them out into a new commotion, and Rrchard the Kings brother (whoſe 
youth and ambition apt to be wrought vpon, is made the head thereof; who being as 


| yer Heire apparant of the Kingdome(the Queen being yong and child-leſſe)the preſer- 


| uation of the good thereof , 1s argued to concerne him , and hee is the man imployed 


| tothe King to impartthe publike grieuances, and to reprehend, firſt the profuſion 


of his Treaſure (gotten by .cxa&tion from the ſubjie&t) and caſt away vpon Stran- 
gers who onely guide him, then the infinite ſummes hee had rayſed 1m his time : 
How there was no-Archbiſhopricke or Biſhopricke , except Yorke, Lincolne , and 
Bathe, but he had madebenefit by their Vacancies: beſides what fell by Abbayes,Earle- 
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be the ſtrength of the State, was nothing increaſed. Moreouer how he as if both di. 
piſing his , and the Councell of his naturall Subie&s, was ſo obſequious tothe will of 
the Romans, andeſpecially of the Legat whom he had inconfiderately called in, as hee 
ſeemed to adore his footſteps , and would doe nothing eyther in publike or private, 
12.38 * | butby hisconſent , ſo that hee ſeemed abſolurely the Popes Feudary, which wounded 
An No. che hearts of his people. The King vpon this harſh remonſtrance of his brother, and 
4 the feare ofa preſent commorion,after he had ſounded the affeRions of the Londoner 5, 
'Reo.2 2 | whom he found reſoluedto take part againſt him, hee againe(by the advice cf the Le. 
O gat, who hadearneſtly dealt with the Earle of Corwall toreconcilc hi-ſelfe to his b:o. 
ther, but withour eftc& )calles a Parhament at London, Whether the Lords came ar- 
med both for their owne ſafetie, and to conſtraine the King/ ifhe refulcd to the ber. 
uation of the premices,and reformation of his courſes. " 
Here,after many debatements the King(taking his Oath)to referre the buſinefle to 
| theorder of certaine graue men of the Kingdome, Aiticles are drawne,ſealcd and pub- 
| likely (er vp to the view of all, with the ſeales of the Legar, and divers great men. Bur 
| before ir came to effe&t,S:mon Monford working his peace with the Earle of Ccrow all, 
and the Earle of Lincolze likewiſe (with whom hee and the State were diſpleaſed) ri;e 
Earle growes cold in the buſinefſe. The Lords perceiuing the ſtafle of their ircvoeth 
to faile them, failed themſelues,ſo that nothing is effte&ed,and the milericsof the king- 
dome continue asthey did. 
Shortly after, the King takes diſpleaſure againſt Gilbert Earle of Pembrooke (the 
5 third ſonne of TViiam the great Marſhall) and cauſed his gates to bee ſhut againſt 
1:39 * | him at #ncheſter, whereupon the Earle retyres into the North. And to ſhew how 
Ay 710, | inconftant this King was 1n his fauours, S:z20v Norman(intituled Maſter of the Kings 
Scale, and not onely ſo, but ſaid to be Maſter of the Kingdome ; yea of the Kivg, the 
Reo «27 | Reftor, and Diſpoſer of Court ) 1s throwne out with diſgrace, the Seale taken from 
= him, and giuen to the Abbot of Exeſham, In like fort, his brother Geffrey a Knight 
Templar is put our of the Councell, both of them much maligned by the Nobilitie ; 
who had often before laboured their amouement, as held to be corrupt Councellors, 
and wrovgers of the State, and now are they falne off themſclues. But the cauſe of 
this their deieRtion may ſhew,that oftentimes Officers vnder weake Princes are not ſo 
much faulty,as the World holds them to be:for not yeelding to paſſe a Grant from the 
King made vntoT howas Earle of Flanders(the Queenes Vncle)of 4-pence vpon cuery 
Thomas of Sa- | ſack of Wooll (an enormiaus act then accompted )they both loſt their places,though 
oy marrieth | ox their reputations in this;their fall diſconering what the Enuie that attended* their 
the iqhererrix | £ 1nc, hindred men to ſee. To this Earle of Flanders the next yearcafter the King 


—— = _ grants(notwithſtanding)zo0o.Markes(to be payd out of his Exchequer annual! y, for 


ders, which he | his homage. : - ; 
held but dn- Now, beſides the great exaGtions of the King, and his waſtes. The Sea of Rome 


ring herlite, | torts huge ſummes, as if one Gulph ſufficed not to ſwallow vp the ſubſtance 
of the Kingdome , which opened the mouthes of our Clergie ſo wide ; as they let out 
many exclamarions againſt theauarice of the Popes of thattime : and the Romane 
Facors , who by permifsion of the King , or by his negligence , preſumed fo farre 
yponthe eaſi-yceldingneſle of the State , as they wrung out what they liſted. In ſo | 
much, as beſides the fleece , they would now haue the bodies of their poſſeſsions. 
And the Pope ſends his Mandat to haue three hundred Romans preferred to the bene- 
| fices which ſhould be firſt vacant in England, which ſo amazed the Clergie, and eſpe. 
cially Edmond Archbiſhop of Canterbury , as he ; ſeeing no end of theſe concuſcions 
of the State , and Liberties ofthe Church : and himſelte (on whom the Scandall of all 
muſt lighr, vnable by reaſon of the Kingsremiſſenes to withſtand it,tyred with the va. 
ElmmdArch-| nity of worldly a&tions)gmes oneral ; and berakes himlclte to a voluntary exile inthe 
biſhop of Can=| Abbay of Pontiniac in France; and there applies him to the contemplation of a bctrer 
zerbury gives | life. Bur before his departure, he yeelds,as a ranſome for his Church, 800, Marks to the 
 ouer his Sea. Pope. 
The Clergie, although thus left by their head, generally oppoſe what they could 
againit 
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againſt the Popes rapine, who to get money for his wars with the E nperor vſed dail y | Pope Grgoy! 


how preiudiciall, and derogatorie it was to his royalty,and the liberty of the Kingdom 
to ſuffer rhis proceeding, which none of his Predeceffors heretofore cuer did : and of 
how dangerous conſequence 1t was to his ſacceflors. The King, either not apprehen- 
ſive of the miſchiefe, or content to 1oyne with the Pope to puniſh and awethe King- 
dome, not onely refers them to the Legar, bur offers todeliuer the chiefe oppoſers v p 
vnto him. Whereupon they ſeeing themſelues. forſaken,and no powre to ſuccour them 
bur their owne, did what they could to withſtand the Legats proceeding, who now by | 
the Kings animation preſumes more peremptorily to vrge them to ſupply the Popes | 
preſent occaſion, and holds a Conuocation at London for cffefing the ſame. Wherein | 
the Clergie declare how this contribution now requiredby the Pope for thedeſtru&i- | 
on of the Emperor, and effuſion of Chriſtian blood wasvnlawfall, hee DEciNg not an 
Heretik,not condemned by the indgement of the Church although excommunicated: | 
That ic was againſt the Liberties of the Church of England, becing required vnder | 
paine of Eccleſtaſticall cenſure, asa thing of ſcruitude and compulſion : That they 
had heretofore giuen a Tenth tothe Pope, on condition, that neucr any ſuch exa&ion | 
ſhould againe bee made, leaſt ir might be drawne to a Cuſtome, for as much as Pinys | 
attns inducat conſuetudinem : That for their buſinefle in the Court of Rome, they were : 
to paſſe through the Emperours Countries , and the daunger they might hauc theres. | 
by : 'That it was not (afe for the Kingdome totmpouertſh thedKing, who had many | 
| exemics, againſt whom hee mult hane to ſuſtaine warre : And belides how for the 
furniſhing ofdiners Noble men, vndertaking of jate the buſinefſe of the Croſſe, grear 
contributions had beene made : That the Church of England was poore, and hard. 
ly able to ſaſtaine jt ſelfe. Thar a generall contribution was to bee made by a general 
Councelil,&c. 

Notwithſtanding theſe reaſons, though at firſtthey ſtaggered the Legat, yet ſach 
courſe was taken by winning ſome of them, vpon hope of preferment,as the reſt could 
not without the note of contumacy bur yeeld perforce, ſo, by this treaſon of deuiſion, 
the body of the Councell is entred into,and the Pope preuailes in this buſineſle, 

The King hath now a ſonne lately borne, and Richard his brother Earle of Cornewall | 
having likewiſe jſue (by peraiſsion of the State which heretofore hee could not ob- | 
taine )ynderrakes the Crofle,and with him his Vocle William Long ſword Earle of Saliſe 
bury,& many other Noblemen.Thele departing our of England, Peter of Sanoy,another 
Vncke#athe Queene,comes in,and hath the Earledomeof Richmond beſtowed on bum, | 
with many other gifts,he is knighted & feaſted {umptuouſly,for which the poore Iews | 
by way of redemption,pay 20.thouland Markes at two tearmes of thar yeare. Boniface | 
the ſonne of Petey of Sauoy, Nephew to the Queen 1spreterred to theArchbiſhoprick of | 
Canterbury, After this the King makes an expedition into #/z/es, which had often pur | 
him to great charge and trouble, hauiug been very vnfortunare, in his many attempts | 
againſt Lewell;z,intiruled Prince,or King of North-Fales; who being lately dead, had | 
left his two ſonnes Dauid and Griffin , by diuifion of State to be at diſcord betweene 
them(elues,whereby he came to make an caſter end of that buſineſle, and now onely 
but with the ſhew of his power,got that,which, heretofore hee could not with much 
blood ; hath ſubmiſsion,and fealty rendred vnto him by Dad, withall his charges for 
that iourney,but now this ended, another attempt of great expence, but lefſe benefit is 
in hand. 

The Earle of 7/arch with his wite, the Queene Mother , and many other great 
Lords of Poiftou , fo worke by their carneſt ſolicitation , with aſſurance of ſac- 
ceſſe , as the King is induced to vndertake another expedition in France. The matter 
is mooued in Parliament,generall oppoſition made againſt it, the great expence, and ! 
the ill it laſt brought to the Kingdome, vehemently vrged, How it was vnla\yfull to | 
breake the truce made Wit the King of France,who Was now to ſtrong for them to doe any 
good CC. . ; 

Notwithſtanding many of the greateſt Pecres,drawne by faite promiſes, and their 
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new and infolent preſſures vpon them, in ſo much as they repaire to the King, declare | 
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owne hopes for recouery of their Eſtates ſo preuayle as the aGtion is reſolued on, 
and an Ayde demaunded for the ſame. The very motion for money was ſo diſtaſte- 
fall, as preſently all the Kings ſupplies made trom the beginning of his rajgre,are par- 
ticularly againe,and opprobriouſly rehearſed,as the 13.1 5.16.ard 4o.patt of all mens 
moueables,beſides Carucage, Hydage,Eſcuage,Eſcheates, Amercements,;and ſuch like, 
which could not bur fill his Coffers. Then the Popescontinuall exa&ions, with the | 
infinite charge for thoſe who vndertooke the Holy warre, are likewiſe repeated. 
Beſides they declare , how the 30.leuyed about fonre yeares pait (in regard it was to 
bee layde vp incertaine Caſtles and not to bee iſſued bur by the allowance of foure 
of the Peeres) was, as they held it yer vnſpent : the King, to their knowledge, ha- 
uing had no neceſſary occaſion to imploy the ſame for the vie of the Common- 
wealth,for which it was granted,and therfore reſolutely they denyed to yecld him any 
more. Whereupon the King comes himſelfe to the Parliament, and in.moſt ſubmiſsjue 
manner cranes their ayde at this time,vrging the Popes letter,which hee had procured 
to ſollicite and perſwade them therunto. Bur all preuayled nort,their vow wade to each 
other not toditſeuer their voyces, orto be drawne to a diſvnion held them faſt toge- | 
ther. Infomuch as the King is driven to get what he could of particular men,cyther by | 
oifc or loane,and vles ſuch meanes,as notwithitanding,he carries ouer with him thirty | 
Barrells of ſterling coyne,and taking with him his Queene, leanes the gonernment of 
the Kingdo:me to the Archbiſhop of Yorke, hauing firſt, for his better quict at home, 
contracted a match betweene his danghter e 2ſargxerer (yer an infant) and Alcxan- 
der e\deſt ſonne to Alexander 3. King of Scots to whom he commits the gouernment 
of the Marches. 

The ſecond expedition into France, had no better ſucceſſe then the firſt. For there. 
in he likewiſe conſumed his treaſure vpon ſtrangers, diſcontentedthe Engliſh Nobili- 
ry,was decciued in his truſtby the Po;&oxrmes,who failed him with his mony, and after 
more then a whole yearesitay(the Lords of England leauing him)was driven to make 
a diſhonourable truce with the King of France. And after having beene relecued with 
much prouifion out of Ergland,and another impoſition of Eſcuage, he returnes, puts 
the Iewes to another redemption; exacs of the Londoners ; is viſited by his wines mo- 
ther, the Counteſle of Pronince, who, bringing with her Janchtia her davghter, is(ro 
adde to his other expencefſes)lumptuouſly feaſted,and amarriage ſolemnized between 
the young Lady and R:chara Earle of Cornwall, whoſe wite was late dead,ard he retur- 
ned from the Holy warres. 

Theolde Counteſle at her returne is preſented with many rich gifts, haning be- 


teſle of Pr2- 


zincemother | ſed ; in conſideration of a pa made, that King Henry ſhould , after her difcaſe 
rothe Queen | haue the Earledome of Proxznce. But ſhortly after her returne home, ſhe diſappoints 
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ſides, receined anannuall penſion of 4000.Marks out of E zgland tor five yeares paſ- 


him ofthat hope : and beſtowes the ſame vpon her youngeſt daughter. Beautrix, on 
Charles the French Kings brother,who was after King of Naples,and Sicile:So that ſhe 
lived toſeeall her foure daughters Queenes ; Richard Earle of (ornewall comming af- 
terward to beelefted Kind of the Romans. 

Meanes now , vpon theſe profuſions, to haue freſh ſupply of Treaſure , was 
onely by way of Parliament which is againe in e{1,Reg, 28. afſembled at weſtmin- 


Anno. 


£9.28 


2 Parliament, 


fer and therein rhe Kings wants, and the preſent occaſions vrged for the neceflary de- 
fence of the Kingdome , hauing now todoe with Wales and Scotland, whoſe Princes 
lately reuolting , ioyne together to annoy the ſame ; but nothing could bee effe&ed 
| without the aſſurance of reformation , and the due execution of the Lawes, not- 
withſtanding the King comes againe himlſelfe in perſon , asbefore, and pleades his 
owne neceſſities. Here they deſire to haue ordayned that foure of the moſt graue 
and diſcreete Peeres ſhould be chofen as Conſeruators of the Kingdome,, and ſworne 
of the Kings Councell, both to ſee Tuſtice obferned , and the Treaſure iflued , and 
theſe ſhould ever attend about the King or atleaſt 3. or 2. of them. Beſides that 
the Lord Chiefe, Iuſticiar, and the Eord Chancellor ſhould bee choſen by the: gene- 


| rall voyces of the States aſſembled, or clſc bee one of the number of thoſe foure. | 
| Beſides 
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Beſides they propound that there might berwo Iuſtices of the Benches, two Barons 
of the Exchequerzand one Taftice for the Iewes,and thoſe likewiſe to be choſenby Par- 
liament.T hat as their funftion Was publike,fo ſhould alſo be their Elettion. 

But whiles theſe things were in debating , the enemy of mankind and diſturber 
of Peace,the Deuill, ſaith A2Zar. Parts, hindred the proceeding, by the comming 
of « Hartin a new Legat ſent from the Pope with a larger power then ever any be- 
fore, to exact vpon the State ; which hee ſuppoſed now to haue beene fo wronghe, 
and ready , as the Kings turne being ſerued , his likewiſe ſhould bee preſently fup- 
plyed. But making too much haſte before the firſt had paſſage, hee fruſtrates his 
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owne deſire , and recetnes a moſt peremptory repulſe of the whole Kingdome, in 
ſo much as his Agent was diſgracefully returned home with this difpleaſing meſſage, 
T hat the Kingdome was poore : had great warres, theC hurch in debt, n6t able to yecld any 
more. Beſides this courſe was of BAUMgerous conſequence to this State, which alone ſeemed 
expoſed to the Popes will and therfore ſeeing a generall Councell was ſhortly to be held 2t Ly- 
ons,ifthe Church would be relzened it were fit the ſame ſhould be done by a generall conſent in | 
that (ouncell, 

Belides,ar this time the Emperour Frederic, by his Letters which were openly read 
in this Aſſembly, firſt intreat es,as before he had oftentimes done, that the Pope might haut | Pide Append, 
no ſupplies out of England, which(he ſayd)were only required to reuiue him,whom contrary to | k. —_ - 
all Piety and Iuſtice he had oppreſſed by ſeizing vpon his Cities, and Caſtles, appertayning to | rerg - - 4 
the Empire, And for many yeares (notwithſtanding his often ſubmiſſion & defere of peace )pro- | King. | 
ceeded in all foule and Hoſtile manner agamſt him, both by the ſword, and vniuſt excommu- 
mcations. + And ſeeing he could obtaine no de hearing, he had referred his cauſe to bee ax - 
bitrated by the Kings of France, and England , and the Baronage of both Kingdoms, 
eArnd therefore deſwres he might not receiue detriment, Whence he expefted fauorr, as a bro- 
ther and friend. Adding in the end, that if the King would bee aduiſed by him he would by 
powpre free this Kingdome from that wniuſt tribute Which [nnocentius the 3.47d other Popes | 
had layd vpon it,Theſe letters pleaſed the Aſſembly and animated them the rather to 
deny the Popes Mandate. 

The interpoſirion of this buſineſſe tooke vp ſo much time,as nothingeiſe was done 
1n this Parliament , onely they granted an ayde to the King , for the marriage of his 
daughter,twenty ſhillings of euery Knights fee, and that with much ado and repetitt- 
on of all his former Aydes. | 

After this,vpon a light occaſion, the King vndertakes an expedition of great charge | 
againſt Alexander King of Scors,for which enery Baron which held in Caprre, Spiritu- | 
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all and Lay,were commanded to be ready withall Military prouifion due for that fer- | 
uice. Whereunto,likewiſe repaires T homzs Earle of Flanders with three ſcore Knights | 
and a hundred other ſeruants(thitſting for the Kings money) whoſe vnneceflary com- | Anoeher 
ming was ill taken by the Barons of Englard, as if the ſtrength ofthe Kingdome with- | Gricuances 
out him,were not ſufficient for that Action, which was as ſodainely ended as vnderta- + " the Ba» 
ken,by a faire concluſion of Peace with King Alexanaer ; a Prince highly commended , 
for his vertues,by the Writers of that time. | 

Vpon this returne, againe that Winter heafſembles another Parliament,whereinhe | 
mooues foran Ayde,vpon a deſigne he had for ales,and to ſupply his wants,and pay | 
hisdebts,which were vrged to be {o great, as he could not appeare ont of his chamber | '3 
for the infinite clamor of ſuch to whom he owed for his Wine, Wax, and other nece(- 
ſaries of Houſe. But they all to his face,with one voice,refuſed togrant him any thing. 
Whereupon other violent courſes are taken. An ancient quarrell is found out againſt 
the city of London for which they are commanded to pay fifteene thouſand Markes. 
And Paſſelene the Kings Clerke 1s imployed with others 1a moſt peremptory COm- | a, ;nouiry a- 
milSion,to inquire of all ſuch lands, as had beene inforreſted,and either to fine the oc- | zour Lands 
cupyers thereof, at their pleaſure, or take jt from them and ſe!l theſame to others. | inforeſted 
Wherein ſuch rigor was vſed,as multitudes of people were vndone. So wnſafe are pri- | which bred 
uate mens eſtates, where Princes fallinto ſo great wants. Paſſelene for his good ſeruice in you _ 


this buſineſle ſhould haue beene preferred tothe Bithopricke of Chicheſter, but the Bi- 
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An inquiry of 
the Popes re- 
UCnues In 
Eneland, 


ſhop withſtood the king therein. 
Now,in regard to ſhew the King the Eſtate of his kingdome, and the oppreſsion of 
Popes ; Inquiry was made of the reuenues which the Rowars and ftalians had in Eng- 
land , which was found to be annually, ſixty thouſand Markes, being more then the 
yearely reuenues of rhe Crowne of England : which ſo mooucd the King, as he cauſed 
the ſame to be notified, with al other exactions,by his procurators to the general coun- 
cell now aſſembled at Zyons; which(with the ill viage of Afartin)ſo vexed the Pope,as 
he is ſaid to haue vttered theſe words : 1t #5 fi that Wee make an end with the Emperor 
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' uantage of mens zeale,and belicte, grew ro make their will,and their power equall (ſo 
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| that we may cruſh theſe Petty Kings,for the Dragon or ce appeaſed or deſtroyed, theſe leſſer 
| ſnakes will be ſoone troden downe. Which 1mpious ſpecch proceeding from ſuch a mouth, 
| whence the Oracles of peace,and charity onght to be vtrered, was-as ill taken, bred 
' great (candall,and gzue warning to Princesof preuention;who, though they maligned 
the corruptions of the Court of Rowe, they were yet cuer at one with the Church. 
Andthe Clergy of England were moit forward to vindicate the State from rhar 
' miſerable oppreſsion which of late by degrees they were drawne vnto, through the 
| humility of their zeale: For,{uch is thenature of Domination, whereſocuer it fits, that 
| finding an yeeldingnes to indure, It neuer thinkes it hath power ſufficienSggles ithath 
; more then enough : for, if the Popes (the profeſſed ſoueraignes of piety )vpon the 2d- 


that to queſtion their ſanEtions was taught to bee ſinne againſt the Holy Gholt ) no 
maruaile if ſecalar Princes, whoſe conſciences are vntyed,ftrine td breake out into the 
wildneſle of their wills from thoſe bounds wherein by the law of the ſtate they arc pla- 
ccd. 

But vpon the Popes reicing the conſideration of theſe grieuances of Fngland 
| (which were particularly deluered in this councell at Lyons) and diſpifing the Kings 
meſſage (who,he (ai1 began to Frederize) it wasablolutely here ordained, vnder great 
penalty, that no contribution of money ſhould be giuen to the Pope by any ſubic& of 
| England: and the King,for a time, buſtles againſt theſe forraine exactions, in ſuch ſort 
as it gaue ſome hope of redrefſe. But being of an irreſolute, and wauering nature,and 
2 feard of threats, ſoone womanltke giues ouer what hee manfully vndertooke:ſothar 
| the Pope continues his former rapine,though hauing by the continuall exclamations of 
| the Clergy,beene brought to promiſe neuer to ſend any more Legats into Englazd, yet 
imployes he other miniſters, vnder the ritles of Clarkes, who had the ſame power, as 
had his former Agents,andeftc&ed vnderhand his deſires. 

Now the other part of the ſtate hane new occaſions of complaynt offered. Peter of 
Sauoy Earle of Richmond brings ouer certaine maydes to bee marryed to young noble 
men of England the Kings Wards , of which Edond Earle of Lincolzne hathone, and 
Richard de Burgh another. And the ſame yeare, 3. of the Kings brothers by the mo- 
ther Guy de Luſignan,William de Valence, and Athelmar Clarke are ſent for ouer tobe 
 pronided of Eſtatesin Englana.T homas of Sauoy (lometimes Earle of Flanders by right 
ofhis wife) comes with his ſiſter Beatrix Counteſle of Proumnce the Queenes Mother: 
and they are againe feaſted, andgitted : for which the King is taxed in the next Par- 
liament conuoked in London in Candlemas Tearme : and beſides ſharply reprehended 
for his breach of promiſe (vpon his requiring of another ayae) hauing vaWwed and declared 

( vpon bis laſt ſupply) by bus ( harter, neuer more to miury the ſtate in that kinde. Beſides 


they blame him for h1s violent taking vp of prouiſtons for dyet $7ax,Sulkes robes, ec, and e- 


| 


- 


jeQts, quicquid ſpecially for Wine,contrary fo the Will of L he ſellers,whereby Merchants botin of this, aud other 
habuerntin | Kingdomes withdraw their commodities , inſo wich as all traffique and commerce wvtterly 
a 95g ceaſe,to the detriment and infamy of the Kingdome. T hat his 7udges were ſent in circuit Un- 
144 wihoatn ad 0 ice to fleece the people. T ha ( 

rom enim | 2 eee f Tuſtice to fl people. T hat Robert de Paſſelene had Wruug from the 
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borders of Foreſts, ſor incroachments or aJarts, great ſummesof money, and therefore they 
wonder he ſhould now demand reliefe frem the impoueriſhed commens:and aduiſed him ſince 
his needleſſe expences(poſquam Regri czpit eſſe dilapidator) amounted to bee aboue $00. 
thoaſand pounds) that hee ſhould pull fram his fauourites inriched with this treaſure of the 
Kinodome ard reuoke the old Lanas of the Crowne. 


Then 
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Then they reproue him for keeping vacant in his hands Biſhoprickes, and Abbayes, con- 
trarie to the liberties of the Church, and his Oath maae at his Coronation. Laſtly, they all 
gentrally complaine for that the Chrefe Iuſticiar, Cnancellor and T reaſurer were not made by 


the Common Councell of the Kingdome, according as they were in the time of his Maonifi- | 


cent Predrceſſors and as it Was fit and expedient ; but ſuch aduanced, as followed his well, in 
whatſoener tended to his gaine, and {ought not promotion for the good of the Kingdome but 
their owne. 

The King patiently indures this reprehenſion , 1n hope to obtaine his defire and 
2tues them promiſes of redreiſe, butnothing is effected ; after many meetings and 
mich debate the Parliament 1s proroged till Miiſommer following , during which 
tive, they would with Patience expett how the King would beare hinſelte towards 
them ; thar accordingly they might obay,andſatisfie his deſire. 

But this delay wrought no good, tne King through 11] Connce!ll growes more ob- 

durate, and harſh to his people,in ſo much as at the next Scſ{s10n he makes this ſpeech: 
Would you curbe the King your Lord, «t your vnciuill pleaſure, and impoſe a ſernile condition 
upon him ? Wull you deny unto him What enery one of you, as you lift ,may doe? /t 15 lavfull for 
exery one of you to uſe what counſel he will , and euery maſter of « familie ta preferre to any 
office in his houſe whom he pleaſes,and diſplace again when he li [t,and will you raſhly deny your 
Lord,and King to doe the like? Whereas ſeruants ought not to indge th'1r e Alaſter and Sub- 
iefts tneir Prince, or hold them to their conditions, For the ſeruant is not atone his Lord,nor 
the Diſciple abaue his Maſter. Neither ſhould hee bee your K'ag, but as your ſeruants who 
ſhould fo incline to your pleaſures : wheretore hee wiil neither remooue the Chtete Tulti- 
ciar, Charicellor, nor Treaſurer, according to their motion. In lice manner finds hee 
arCyeresto the reſt of their Articles, and for the a2yde hee requires, 1t concern'd (hee 
ſaid) their Right as well as his. And fo the Parliament brake vp 1n diſcontent. 

The Ki:g is aduiſed to furniſh his wants with the ſale of his Platz, and Tewelsof the 
Crowne, being tol | thor as all riuers haue reflux to the ſea, ſo all theſe things though 
ſold, and diſperced would reuert againe vnto him, and therefore it ſlovld not mooue 
hin, and hauing with great loſſe receiued money for this ware , he inquires who had 
bonght it, anſver was made, the Cirie of London, that City, (aid he, 7s an vnexhauſtible 


| Gulph : if Octauius treaſure Were to be ſold they would ſurely buy it, and there withall in- 


ueizhes 224inſt the City which ha3 ſo often ſerued his turne, and deuiſes all meanes to 
vexe the ſame, cauſing ſhortly after a new faire to bee kept at Weſtzainſter, forbidding 
vnder great pznalcie all exerciſe of Merchandize within Londen for 15, dayes, and al] 


| other faires in England, and namely that of Ely. This noueltie came to nothing, the in- | 


conenience of the place , asit wasthen, and the fouleneſle of the weather brought | 


That Chrilt1:as alſo (without reſpe& of Royall Magmficence ) hee requires new 
yceres gitts of the Londoners, and ſhortly after writes vnto them his letters 1mpert- 
ouſly deptecatorie,toayde him with money, which, with much grudging they doe, to 
the ſumme of 20000. pounds, for wbich, the next yeere after he cranes pardon of the 
Ciry, ſending for them to WeſtminFer Hall. And notwithſtanding his continuall ta- 
king vp all prouifions for his houſe, he ſo much leſſens his hoſpitalitie(introdacing, ſay 
they, the RomaneCuſtome of dyer) as was held very diſkorourable, and vnuſuall ro 
the Engliſh Magmficence of Court. | - 

| Then,where he could obtaine nothing of the States togzther, he calles vnto him, 
or writes toeuery Noble man a part, declaring his pouertie and how hee was bound 
by Charter in a debt of 30. thouſand pounds to thoſe of Burdeaux, and the Gaſcoignes 
(who otherwiſe would not ſuffer him to depart home) art his laſt being 1n Frazce, 
notwithſtanding he required nothing but of fauour, which where he found, hee would 
rcturne with the like. And fayling likewiſe herein, hee addrefles his letters to the 
Prelates, where he finds as little reliefs, By much importunitte, 2nd his owne preſence 
he got of the Abbot of Ramſey 100. pounds : but the Abbor of Borough had a face to 
refuſe him the like ſumme. Though the King, told him it was more almes to giue vnto 
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lament, 


him, then to a beggar that went from doorc todoore : the Abbot of Saint Albones 


yet 
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The cauſe of 


yet was more kinde, and gaue him 60. Markes. Tothis lowneſle, did the neccſsitic of 
this indigent King (though his profuſion) decline him. The Iewes eucr expoſed to 
his Sd feele the weight of theſe his wants, and their Eſtates are continually ranſackr. 
One Abraham, found a delinquent, redeemes himſelfe for 700. Markes. Are another 
Tew, proteſts, the King had ſince his laſt being in France , taken from him at times, 
30. thouſand Markes of Siluer, beſides hee had giuen 200 Markes in Gold to the 
Queene. £5 | 

The Lords aſſemble againe at London, and preſſe him with his promiſe made vnto 
them,thart the Chicfe Tuſticiar, Chancellor, and Treaſurer might be conſtituted by the 
generall Councell of the Kingdome ; but by reaſon of the abſence of Richard Earle of 
Cornewall, which was thought tobe of purpoſe, they returne fruſtrate of their deſire. 
Sothat diſcontentment ſtill goes on, and neither ſide get any thing but by hard wreſtings, 
which became them both ill, and ſhew vs the miſeries of a diſioynted time. 

The King labours the Couent of Dureſme to prefer his brother Athelmay to the Bi- 
ſhoprick the Conent refuſes him,in regard of his youth and inſufficiency: the King an- 
ſweres, that then he would keepe the Biſhopricke 8. or g. yeeres more im his band, till his bro. 
ther were of more maturitie.Shortly after the Biſhopricke of Wincheſter falles voyde;zand 
thither heeſends preſently his ſolicitors to prepare the Monkes of the Cathedral] 
Church, toclc& his brother, and for that he would not haue alſo their repulſe zhe ſud- 
dainly goes thither himſelfe in Perſon, enters the Chapter houſe as a Biſhogor Prior, 
gets vp into the Preſidents Chayre, begins a Sermon, andrakes this text : Juſtice and 
Peace hane kzſſed each other,and thereupon vſes theſe words:T o mee,and orher Kinos,and 
to onr Princes and Juſticiars who are to gonerne the people belong the rigor of Iudgement and 
Inſtice:to you,who are men of quiet and religion;peace and trangquillitie: and this day I keaxe, 
you haue (for your ovne good) beene fauourable to my requeſt. Juſtice and Peace hae kiſſed 
each other, Once 1 was offended with you for withſtanding aeegathe cleftion of William 
Rale your late Biſhop, a man I liked not, but now I am friends ugh you for this;and will both 
remember andreward your kindneſſe. «As by a woman came deſtruttion to the World,ſo by a 


| woman came the remedie, I to ſatis fie my wife, deſirozy to preferre her Vucle William Va- 


lentine, diſquieted,and danmified you, ſo now, Willing to aduance my brother, by the 11other 
wall reconcule my ſelfe vnto you, c-c. And yon are to conſider how in this Citie I was borne, 
and in this Church Baptized. Wherefore you are bound unto me in a firaighter bond of affe- 
fFion,cc. T hen commends he the high birth and good parts of his Brother ,and what honour 
and benefit they ſhould haue by elefting him, but cancludes with ſome threatning. Sothar the 
Monkes, ſeeing him thus to require the Biſhopricke, held it in vaine to deny him : and Arhe!- 
mar 7s elefted though with thisreſeruation ; if the Pope allowed thereof. Shortly after fol. 
lowes the memorable cauſe of Sir Henry de Bath a Iuſticiar of the Kingdome, and an 
eſpeciall Councellor to the King, who by corruption had attained to a mighty Eſtate, 
and is iid in onecircuit to haue gotten 200 pound land per annum, he isaccuſed by Sir 
Philip Darcy of falſehood inthe Kings Court, and the King fo incenced againſt him, 
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der K.of Scots, 
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2s in the Parliament about this time holden in Loudox , Procſimation is made thar 
' whoſocuer had any action or complaint againſt Henry de Bath, ſhould come and bee 
| heard - one ofhis fellow Tuſtictars accuſed him of acquidting a malefafor for a bribe. 
| TheKing ſeeing the friends of the accuſed ſtzxong , breakes our into rage proteſting 


5 Parliament, | that whoſocuer would kill Hugh de Bathſhould be acquitted for the deede : bur after- 


| ward he confes pacified by the Earle of Cormwale, and the Biſhop of London,who vroed 
| the danger of the time, the diſcontentment of the K mgaome ; and how the proceeding mm ſuch 

manner With one of his Councell, whom he had vſed in fo great buſineſſe, would diſcourage 
otheFto ſerueſuch a {Aaſter, who vpon malicious accuſations ſhould ſo forſake ther, whoſe 
qulaces wgre ener expoſet ro enuy and detraftion, And thereupon Sir # enry is releaſed 
paying, 2000 MarkeFand afterreſtored to his formerplace and fauour, 

The King keeping his Chriſtmas at Yorke , the marriage is ſolemnized berweene 
Alexander King of Scots and Margaret his Daughter, the ryot of which feaſt with the 
vaine expences of apparell(the note of a diſeaſed rime)is defcribed by our author, who 

| amongſtother things,reports how the Archbiſhop gaue 60, fat Oxenwhich were ſpent 
| at 
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atone meale ; beſides that feaſt coſt him 4000. Markes, which ſhewes, the pouerty of| 
the Church, was not ſogreat as it was pretended tobe, ſeeing when they would ſhew 
their glogy, they could finde what they denyed at other times. 

The thee Sollicitesthe King to vndertake the Crofle, and ſo doth Alphenſzs King 
of Caſtilf; Offering toaccompany him in Perſon to reskue the King of France. Who 
hauing euen emptied his country borhof Treaſure and Nobilitic , was now taken pri- 
foner by the Soldan , and held in miſerable captinity. Aranſome collected for him in 
France, with great vexation,is by tempeſt caſt away on the Sea,other meanes are made 
for treaſure, which could not eaſily be had:the captine King cftcrs to reſtore Norman- 
dyto the King of England ſo hee wonld cone to his reſcue. Which , the Nobilitie of 


| France takes 1ll and difdaine the weakeneſle of their King: vpon the Popes ſolliciration 
/ and the grant of a Teuth of the Clergy and Laytie for 3. yeeres to come, the King of ; 


England vndertakes the Crofle, rather it ſeemes to get the money then with any pur- 
poſeto performe the journey. Which, had it beene collected, would, ſaith Paris,haue 
amounted to 600. thouſand pound, to the vtter impoueriſhing of the Kingdome, 
which was that, they both ſought, but by cuerall waies, for many now began to dif. 
couer, that, the Pope, by this imbarking the Princes of Chriſtendome in this re- 
mote, and conſuming warre, to waſt them, their Nobllitie and Kingdome, was onely 
but to extend his owne power, and domination. 

The King by Proclamation calles the Londoncrs to Weſtminſter , and there cauſes 
the Biſhops of IWorceſter,and Chicheſter,to declare his intention; and exhort the people 
to vndertakethecroſſe and attend him: but few are mooucd by theſg perſwaſion, onely 
three Knights)and they of no great note)aie nominated: whom the King preſently,in 
open view, imbraces, kifles, and callesbrethren, checking rhe Londoners , as ignoble 
mercenaries for that few of them were forward in this action, notwithitanding hee 
there takes his Oath for performing of the ſame and toſ=t forthpreſentlyvypon Mid- 


| The King of 


what the Biſhops(who were firſt to giue their voice conſented unto )they Would allow the ſame, | 


this ſhuffling pur the King 1nto ſo great rage as he draue out all that were in his cham- 
ber,as he had beene mad. Then falles he to his former courſe,to perſwade them a part, 
ſends firſt for the Biſhop of Ely, deales with him inall milde and kind manner, reconn- 
ting the many fauors he hadreceiued at his hands: how forward he had found him heretofore 
ts ſupply his occaſions:and intreats him now to.ginegood example 10 others, &c, The Biſhop 


replies : he was glad, at any time to haue done him acceptable ſeruice,bat inthis,for himſelfe, ' 


to goe from that forme, the umuerſality of the ſtate had determined, he held it a diſhoneſt aft; 


and therefore beſought his highnes he would nor yrge him therunto,diſſwading him from that 


rourney by the example of the K. of France,on Whom,he might ſee the puniſhment of God to be | 


falen,for his rapine made on hts peoples ſubſtance,YwhereWwith he had now inriched his enemies, 

who were growne fat with the infinite treaſnve of the Chriſtians tranſported unto thoſe parts. 
The King, ſeeing the reſolution of this graue Biſhop , in great paſsion commanded 

his ſeruants to thruſt him out of doore, perceining by this what wasto be expected of 
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ſo-nmer day next. In taking this oath, hee layes his right hand on his breaſt (accor- | 
ding to the manner of a Prieſt)and after on thebooke,and kilt it,as alay man. | Wl 
A Parliament about this tench (granted by the Pope but not the people ) is called $12 

| at Zondon, the Biſhopsare firſt dealt witaall (as being a worke of pictie) to induce | 4.1 
the reſt, they abſolutely refuſe the ſame, then the Lords are ſet ypon, they anſirer : $4: 0" 
#; b 


' the reſt; and fo fals to his former violent courſes, During this Parliament (an ill time | 
forſutors) 1/abel Counteſſe of Arundel (widdow ) comes vnto him about a Ward de- | | 441 
tained from her,in regard of a {mall parcell of land held in Capite (which drew away | y 
all the reſt)the King giuing her a harſhanſwerand turning away the ſaid vnto him. 277 | $f 
Lord,why turne you away your face from Iuſtice , that we tan obtaine no right in your Court 
you are conſtitured in the middeſt Ferwixt God and ws : but neither gonerne your ſelfe nor vs 
diſcreetly as you ought, you ſhamefully vexe both the Church,and Nobles of the K ingdome by 
all meanes you may. T o which ſpeech the King diſdainefully replies: Ladie Counteſſe hath the | 
Lords made you a Charter and ſent you (for that you are an Eloquent ſpeaker ) to be their | 
aduocate and prolecutrix > No Sir, ſaith ihe, they baue not made any Charter to mee. But | To: 
the f: 
j 
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The King re- 
rn by oe Terufalem in Clerkenwell, who comming to complaine of an iniurie committed a- 
| Maſter of the j 


Hoſpitall of 
leruſalem, 


Strangers 
commit ryots, 


| 


' 


' tion ro be rewoked : and alledges how the Pope had oftenrecalled his owne grants , with the 
clauſe non obſtante, and why ſhould 20t he caſſat thoſe Charters inconſiderately gramed by 
him, and his Predcſſors. Whar ſay you Sir ({aid the Prior , God fotbid fo ill a word 
' ſhould proceed our of your mouth. So long as you obſerue Tuſtice you may be a King, and 
| as ſoone as you violate the ſame you ſhall leaue tobe a King. 

| TheFryers Minors , to whom he had ſent a load of Frees to cloath them,returned 
| the lame with this meſſage : That he ought not to gine eAlmes of what he had rent from 
' the poore, neither would they accept of that abhominable gift. With theſe and many 
ſuch like bol4 incounters (ill becomming the obedience of SubieRs) is this King at- 
| fronted: to ſhew vs the ill complexion of the time, and how miſerableathing it is for 


the Charter which your father and you made, and ſworne ſo often to obſerue , ard ſo eften ex- 
torted from your ſubie&ts their money for tne ſame, you vnworthily tranſereſſe, as a mamfeſt 
breaker of your jaith. Where are the Liberties of England,ſo often Written, ſo often granted, 
fo often bought ? I (though a Woman ) and With mee, all your naturall, and faithfu! people, 
appeale againſt you to the tribunal of that High Indge aboue, and Ileauen,and Earth ſhall be 
our witneſſe, that you haue moſt uniuſtly dealt With vs, and the Lord God of renenge, atenge 
vs. Herewith the King diſturbed, acked her if ſhee expefted no grace from him being P. 
kinſwoman: How ſhall 1 hope for grace, ſaid ſhe, when you deny me right ? ard 1 appeale be. 
fore the face of Chriſt againſt thoſe Councellors of "yours,who,onely greeadie of their own gaine, 
haue bewitched, and infatuated you, 2 

As boldly, though in fewer words, 1s he reproned by the Maſter of the Hoſpita!l of 


gainſt their Charter, the King told him ; T he Prelats, and eſpecially the Templars aud 
Hoſpitalars, had ſo many Liberties and Charters that their riches made then prond, and 
therr pride made, and that thoſe things which were vnadiuſedly granted, were with diſcre. | 


2 Prince to looſe his reputation , and the loue of his people , whereby they both haue 
their vexations. | 

And daily more and more hardned hee is againſt the Engliſh : whereby Strangers 
are made fo inſolent , as they commitmany ryots and oppreſsions in the Kingdome. 
IVilliam de Valence (whoſe youth and preſumption went which way his will led him) 
goes from his Caſtle of Hartfort to a Parke of the Biſhop of Ely, lying neere his man- 
ner of Harfield, where after hauing ſpoyled much game he enters into the Biſhops 
houſe and finding no drinke but Ale , cauſes the Cellar doore being ſtrongly barred, 
to be broken open by his people, who after they haddrunke their fill, let out the reſt 
on the floore. But a greater violence then this was offred to an Officiall of the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury by the commandement of the Elect of Wincheſter (the one bro- 
ther rothe Queene, the other tothe King) which troubled them both, and gaue them 
much to doebefors it was appeaſed. Guy de Luſignan , the other brother of the King 
comming asa gueſt to the Abbot of Saint Albores violates the Rights of Hoſpitalirie, 
and many other iniuries , are reported by our Author to haue beene committed by 
Strangers, and much complaint is made of that time, wherein, this was ſaid to bee 
the vſuall exclamation. Our mbersance 15 giuento Aliens , and our houſes to Strangers, 
which aotwithſtanding the King ſeekes ſt11l to preferre. | 

Adaughter of Guy de Luſignan Earle of Angoleſme 1s married to Richard (or Gilbert 
de Clare Earle of Gloceſter a man eminent, and deerely loned of the Nobilitie: Learned 
in the Lawes of the Land ; and held a great Patriot : which manacle of alliance lockt 
not yet his handgfrom defending the liberties of his Country, the King promiſes 
her a dowre of fiue thouſand Markes , which hee ſought to borrow of divers, but 
could not. 

The City of London is againe compelled to thecontribution of 1000. Markes : and 
the Gaſcoyns being vpon reuolt (vnleſſe ſpeedy remedic were taken) generall muſters 
aremade, and commandement giuen that whoſocuer could diſpend 113, pound per ar- 
2zum , ſhould furniſh out a horſe-man. This with the extreame wants of the King 
occalionsanother Parliament , wherein the State began , itſceemes wiſely to conſider 
that all cheir oppoſition did no good ,-the Kings rurne mult bee ſerued one way or 
other, 
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other, ſome muſt pay for it; and where it lighted on particulars it was far more heauy, 

then it could be in generall : and therefore they agreed to relecne him rather by the v- | 
ſuall way, the force him to thoſe extrauagant courſes which he tooke. Bur fo, as the | 
reformation of the gouernment and rarification of their lawes might beonce againe | 


ſolemnly confirmed. 
And after fifteene daics conſultation to ſarisfie the Kings deſire, for his holy expe- 


dition(a Tenth is granted by the Clergy )which yer by view of the Lords ſhould, vpon 
his ſetting forth , bee deſtribured for 3. yeeres; and Scutage, 3. Markes of euery 
Knights Fce) by the Laytie for that yeare. And now againe thoſe often confirmed 
Charters are ratified, and that in the moſt ſolemne and ceremoniall manner, as Relio;- 
on and State, could cuer deuiſe to doe. | = 
The King with all the great Nobilitie of England all the Biſhops and chiefe Prelates 
in their reuerend Ornaments , with burning candles in their hands afſemble to heare 
the terrible ſentence of Excommunications againſt the infringers of the ſame. And, at 
the lighting of thoſe Candles, the King hauing receiued one in his hand, giues it to a 
Prelare that ſtood by ſaying yt becomes not me being no PrieFt to hold this caridle,may heart 
ſhall be a greater teſtimony, and withall, laid his hand ſpread on his breaſt the whole tine 
theſcutence was read, which was thus pronounced - e Autoritate det ommipotratts, GC. 
which done he cauſed the Charter of King or his Father granted by his free conſent 
to be likewiſe openly read. In the end, hauing throwne away their candles (which lay 
ſmoaking on the ground) they cryed out : So let them who incurre thi ſentence be extin#, 
and ſtinche in hell, And the King with a loud voyce faid ; es God me helpe, ! Will, as 7 
am a Man, a Chriſtiana Knight,a King crovned, and anmoted, wmolably obſerne all theſe 
things. And therewithall the Bels rung out, and all the prople thouted with joy. 
Neuer were lawes amongſt men (except thoſe: holy commandements from the 
mount) eſtabliſhed with more Mateſtie of Ceremony, to make them reuerend, and re- 
ſpc&ed then were theſe: they wanted but thunder and lightning from heauen(which if 
prayers could haue procured , they would likewiſe haue had) to make the ſentence 
| gaftly, and hydeous to the infringers thereof. The greateſt {ecuritie rhat could be gi- 


uen was an oath(the onely chaine on earth, beſides loue, to tye the conſcience of man, | 


and kumaine ſociety together) which, ſhould it not hold vs , all the frame of gouern- 
ment 2nd order mult needs tall quite a ſunder, 

Now the buſineſſe of Gſcorgne (that required preſent care ) is in hand, whichthe 
better to know,we muſt returne to the head whence it ſprung. 27.yeeres palt,the King, 
by the councell of his Lords , freely granted to his brother R:chazd all that Prouince, 
who is there receiued as their Lord with their oarhes of Fealty made vnto him; and fo 
continues, vntillthe King(hauing iſſue of his owne,by motion of the Queene) reuokes 
his gift,and confers it vpon the eldeſt ſonne Edward. Richard, though he were depri- 
ued of the poſſeſsion would not yeeld to forgoe his right,and at rhe Kings laſt being in 

aſcoigny, many of them ſtand doubrfull whom to atrend ; the King in great dijplea- 
{ure commanded his brother to refigne his Charter, and renounce his right ; which, he 
refuſing to doe,the King commands thoſe of Burdeaux to take,and impriſon him: but 
they )in regard of his high blood, the homage they had made hwp,and the Kings murta- 
biliry,who might reſent his own commandement)would not aduenture there on. Then 
he.afſayles them with money which effe&ed more then hiscommandement : the Earle 
is in dangerto be ſurpriſed, eſcapes out of Burdeanx,and comes ouer into England. 
The King aflembles the Nobilitie of Gaſcorie at Burdeaux ; invaighcs againſt 
his brother : A man, hce ſaid Was couetous , and a great oppreſſour , 4 large promiſer, 
but a ſpare payer; and that hee would prouide them of a better gouernour ; with all, 
promiſes them thirtie thouſand Markes (asa price of their obedience) and (o nullifies 
the Charter of his former donation , with their homage , and takes their of Fealty 
to himſelfe. Which yet they would not make vnto him, till he had inwrapt himſelte 
borh by his Charter an4 Oath for this promiſed ſumme : whereunto they fo held him, 
asthereby,afterward they loſt hisloue. And to be reuenged on them, he ſends S707 
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a Charter for 6. yeeres to cqme, and furniſhes him with 100co. rarkes the kctterto 
effe& his command. e Horfort by his ſterne gouerr.ment fo diſcontertsthe Taifcorns, 
as after three yeeres ſuffering, they ſend the Archbiſhop of Zrracarx with other great 
men,to complaine of his hard dealing, and accuſe him of hainous crimes : rheir gree- 
uances are heard before the King and his Councell, AZenfort is ſent for over, to an- 
ſwere for himſclfe, the Earle of (orrewall for his recciued wrong in thoſe parts, and, 
the Lords of England for their loue to him,take AZonforts part ; and that ſo cagerly, as 
the King comes about to fanour and countenance the Gaſcorms againſt A1cnfert;not for 
his loue to them, but to awe, and abate the other. Whereupon 27orfort enters into 


' vndurifull conteſtarion with the King, vpbraides him with his expencefull ſeruice : 
| wherein he fayes, he had vtterly conſumed his Eſtate : and how the King had broken 


| his word with him: ard requires him either to make it good,according this Charter, 


Manforts cons! 
reſtation with 
the K, 


or render him his expences. The King 1n great rage told him, no promiſe was to bee 


| obſerued with an vnworthy traitor : Wherewich AZonfert riſe s vp proteſtins that he 
' lyed in that word, and were hee not protected by his Royall dignity, hee would make 


' him repent it. The King commands his {eruants to laythold on him, which the Lords 
| would not permit. AZorfort thereupon grew more audacious,faying,who will belecue 
| youarea Chriltian ? were you cuer conteſted? if you were,tt was without repentance, 


| 
| 
| 
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which , 


and ſatisfaction. The King told him he neuer repented him of any thing fomuch, as to 
haue permitted kim tocncer into his Kingdome, and tohauc honoured, and inſtatcd 
hin,as he had done. 

The Gafco:gns,attcr this,are priuately ſent for by the King,who giues them all com- 
fort,and incourages thcm againit AZfonfort, whom yet he would againe ſend ouer to his 
charge but wich clipt wings,whereby both himfelte and they might the berter be re- 


| uenged on him,and withal confirmes the ſtate of Gaſeorone to his ſonne Edward whom 


he promiſed them ſhortly to ſend ouer,wherwith they are much pleaſed,and after they 
had done their homage to the Prince,depart. The cfte& of this confuſed, and ilI-packt 
buſinefſe was ſuch, as all indire& comes produce. Zorfort returnes in flames to 


' plague the Gaſcozgres, and they inlike mannner him , but he by hisgreat aliance in 


France,drawes together {uch a power, as beyoud expeRation , hee ouer-matches the 
Gaſcoignes , whoſe eſtates hee expoſes to ſpoyle, and therewithall intertaines grear 
collected army. They againe ſend ouer their complaints,and vnlefle they were f; peedily 
relicucd,they of force muſt puttheir country into ſo-ne other hand that would protect 
them. 

And in this ſtate good Gaſcozgne now at the time of this laſt Parliament, whithcr 
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the King,vponthis late ſupply granted ( omitting his Eaſterne enterpriſc ) goes with | 
300.Saile of great ſhips and Jands at Bardeux in Auguſt, Ano Reg. 8, hauing firſt de- | 


poſed S:mon 2.trom the gouernment there,and makes voyde this Charter by Procla-. ' 


mation. Aornfort retyres from thence,and is offered inrertainmenr by the French, but 
refuſes it. Before Winter the King had in ſome fort appeaſed the Gaſcoignes, and taken ' 
in ſuch Caſtles,s had long held out againſt him, and the late Gouernour. For they | 
hauing put themſclues vnder the protedtion of the King of Spaine; who being ſo | 
neere a neighbour,and the diſcontents and factions of the Countrey ſtrong,cauſed the | 
King of England with more haſt, and care to fooke to his worke, and the rather for | 
that rhe King of Spaine pretended title to Aqruitaine; of whom that King Henry might | 
be the more ſecure, he ſends totreat with him of a.marriage betwixt Prince Edward, | 


and his Sitter Elnor,whereunto the King of Spaire willingly conſents. 


The King of Ezgland keeps his Chriſtmas at Burdeex.The Queen ſends him a New- 
yeeres-gift of 500.markes, and the next Sommer, with the Prince, goes ouer vnto | 


him.The marriage 1s ſolemnized at Burgos,where the King of Spain Knights the Prince 


and by his Charter quitshis claime to Aquiraine, for him, and his ſucceſſors for cuer, | 


The King of Ergland mucites the Prince,and his Wife therein , and beſides giues vnto 
him Ireland, Wales, BriſteW, Stanford,and Grantvam.This bufinefle diſpatched, the king 
prepares to returne, hauing conſumed all whatſoeuer hee could ger in this iourncy 
withthe other two he had before made, was reckoned to hane coſt him 27. 
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hundred thouſand pounds , and was (aid to bee more then all the Lands hee had there 
| (ſhould they be ſold)were worth, which, when he was told, he willed it might not bee 
reuealed in publiketo his diſgrace. \ : 

Now in regard of danger by ſeaxhe© obtaines leaue of the King of France(lately re- 
turned from Captinity)to paſſe through his Country and comes to Parts with a 1000 
horſe,beſides Sumprers, and Carts,where he ſtayes 8.daies,is ſumptuouſly feaſted, and 
with as great magnificence feaſts the King of Frazce. This meeting, in regard ofthe 
two Queens Siſters,and their other two Siſters the Counteſle of Cornwall, & Proggnce 
(who were likewiſe afterward,Queenes) was made the more triumphant, and ſplehdi- 
dous. The King about Chriſtmas ariues in England , and the firſt that payde for his 
comming home,were the Londoners,and the ewes. The Londoners preſenting him with 
1 co.pounds were returned without thanks:then being perſwaded that plate would bee 
better welcome , they beſtow 20-.pounds in a faire vefſell : that had ſome thanks,but 
yet ſerued not the turne.An offence is found,about the eſcaping ofa priſoner for which 


thouſand Marks,and how his owne meanes was diminiſhed by the preferment of the 
Prince,who carryed away 1 5.thouſand Marks per ammwm, and mony muſt be had how- 
ſocuer. Firſt,he begins to (crue his preſent turne with loanes, and borrowes great ſuns 
of the Earle of Cormwall,ypon pawne,and after the King had wrung what he could from 
the Jewes,helets them out to farme to this rich Earle to make the beſt of them. 

Then a Parliament is called in Eaſter Terme , which yeelds nothing but returnes of 
gricuances, and complaint of breach of Charter,which requiring their former preten- 
ded rights in ele&ing the Iuſticiar, Chancellor and Treaſurer. After much debate to no 
purpoſe, the Parliament is prorogued ti] Xfichelmas after, when likewiſe the Kings mo- 
tion for money is diſappointed,by reaſon of the abſence of many Peeres being nor, as 
was alledged,fummoned according to the Tenor of agna Charts. New occafions of 
charge,and diſlike ariſe. T homas Earle of Saoy,the Queenes brother,hath warres with 
the City of T huren, and muſt bee ſupplyed by the King, and Queene, and his brother 
Bonface Archbiſhop of Canterbury, The ele& Biſhop of T oleds brother to the King of 
Spaine with other great men,come oner,lie at the Kings charge,and are preſented with 
great gifts.Shortly after, Elonor the Princes wifeariues with a multitude of Spaniards, 
and ſhe muſt be niet, and recetued by the Londoners in ſumptuous manner ; and her 
p-ople after many feaſting returned home with preſents. The Pope ſends the Biſhop 
of Bononia with a Ring of inueſtiture, ro Edmond the ſeconds ſonne forthe Kingdome 
of Sicile(with the hope of which Kingdome his Predeceflor I-necent the 4. had before 
deluded the King himſelfe and he is returned witha great reward.Then comes Ruſtan- 


they pay 3000 Markes. Now complaines he of his debts, which he ſayesto be 300. | 
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Edmond the 
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dus with powre tocolle& the Tenth of England, Scotland, and Ireland,to the vic of the 
Popeand the King,and to abſolue him from his Oath for the Holy Warre:ſo that hee 
would come to deſtroy Aanfred ſonne to the Emperor Fredericks, now in pofleſsion 
of the Kingdome of S:cile and Apulia. And this man likewile hath great gitrs beſtowed 
on him,beſides arich Prebend in YTorke:but yet he obtained not, what he came for, of 
| the Clergy,who proteſted rather to looſe their liues and liuimgs, then to yeeld either 
| . : 
to the will ofthe Pope or the King,who they ſaid, were as the Sheapheard, and the wolfe 
combined to macerate the flocke. | 
The Pope ſent likewiſe toborow of the Earle of Cormwal 500. Marks,in regard of his 
Nephewes preferment to the Kingdome.of Szc:le, but the Earle refuſed it, ſaying, hee 
would 12t lend his mony to one on whom he could not diſtraine, Sothis project came tono- 
thing,thouoh all meanes were vſcd todraw it on, Newes was ſpred that A{anfreds for. 
ces were vicerly defeated, and himſelte either flaine or taken priſoner : wherewith the 
| Kiog is  'ruch joyed as he preſently vowes with all ſpe:d to make an expedition thi- 
ther,and gjui's his ſonne Edmond no other ticle but King of Siczle, This vaine hupe 
| had already, by the cunning of the Popesinwrapt him in obl:gatio"s, of a hundred 


and fifty thoufavd Markes. But ſhortly after this newes prooues falſe, and the con- 
trary is notified. 1-+red is viRorious, andthe Popes powre defeated by thoſe of 
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eApulia,yho tooke ſuch indignation that the Pope ſhould giue away their Country 
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(without their conſent)to an vnknowne Stranger, as with all theirmaine powre they 
joyne to eſtabliſh 3Zarfred, who is now found to be the legitimate ſonne of Frederick, 
and confirmed in his r1ght,which a ſtrong ſword will make howſoecuer. : 

The King keepes his Chriſtmas at Wincheſter , where the Merchants of Gaſcoigne 
hauing their wines taken from them, by the Kings Officers,withour due ſarisfaRion, 
complaine to the Prince, being now their Lord,and ſhew him, How they were better ro 
trade with Sarazins and Infidels, then thus to be ſed here,as they were. The Prince ad- 
dreſſes him to his father, and craues redrefle herein, but the Officers having been with 
the K.before to pgeuent the clamors of the Gaſcozgnes, and telling him, how they falſely 
exclayme,relymg Wholly vpor the Princes fauor who tooke vpon him their wninſt cauſe (and 
that there ought to be but one in England, ro whamthe ordering of Juſtice appertained ) pit 
him intoſo great a rage with the Prince,as he breakes out into theſe words. See ory my 


| blood,and mine ovne bowels impugne me,behold my ſon,as my brother hath done, 1« bent to af. 


flitt me,the times of my grandfather Henry the ſecond, are againe rexued, what will become 
of vs? but this paſsion being allayed by Councell, he difſembles the matter, 2nd ciues 
order that theſe iniuries ſhould be redrefſed. But yer the Prince for more caution, am- 
plifying his rraine rode with 200.horſe,So caſlly are icalofies,by cuil] Miniſters infuſed 
into Kings,who are of themſeclues too apprehenſiue in that kinde, becing a thing thar 
ſoone turnes the blood. 

And now to adde to the miſery of theſe times, there are new miſchiefes commit- 
ted by the inſolence of the Seruants of the Prince, who beeing himſelfe young , was 
attended by many youthfull and violent ſpirits, many ſtrangers, and men without 
meanes, who, whereſoeuer he went, :madeſpoyle,and tooke for their owne , whatſo- 
euer they could faſten on,to the extreame vexation ofthe ſubie&. And they report how 
this Prince meeting a young man Ttrauailing on the way, cauſed one of his cares to bee 
cut off,and one of his eyes put out:. which Bute a&t,made many to ſuſpe& his diſpoſiti- 
on,and what he would prooue hereafter. And indeed,had he not beene indued with an 
innared Noblenefle of Nature(which,with his long experience in trauaile and great a- 
&ionsouercame the V ices,the looſenefle of the time, and his owne breeding contra- 
&ed)he might haue prooued as bad as any other. For vnleſſe Princes of themſclues, by 
inſtin&ion from aboue be indued with a naturall goodnes, they ſhall gaine little by 
their education,wherein they are rather{hewed what they are, then what they ſhould 
be: andare apter to learne to know their greatneſſe, then themſclues:being encr ſoo- 
thed in all whatſocuer they doe. 

Theſe youthfull a&ions of this Prince,with his riotous trayne( which are ſaid to be 
more rauenous then thoſe which Zozys brought out of France with him pur our the 
rVelſh(of whom he had now the gouernment)into open aGt of rebellion, and ro make 
ſpoyle of the Engtſh,as his did of them:whercupon he craues meanes of his father,the 
Queene,and his Vncle Richard to ſuppreſſe them. Bur all was ventedalready,the Kings 
treaſure was gone ouer the Alpes, Earle Richard had lent morethen he could get in, 
and the Earle of Sawoy in his warres had ſpent that of the Queenes. 

The King is (till at his ſhifts to ſupply his cuerlaſting neceſsities. Now hee comes 
himſelfe into his Exchequer, and with his owne voyce pronounced, T har eucry Shriefe, 
Which appeared not yearely in the Ottanes of S. Michel, with his money,as well of his Farmes 
as amercements and other dues: for the firſt day ſhould be amerced fine Marks, for the ſecond, 
texne, for the third fifteene for the fourth,to be redeemed at the Kings pleaſure. Jn lite ſort, 
that all Cities and Freedomes whichanſwer by their Bayliffes upon the ſame default ſhould be 
amerced,e- the fourth day to looſe their freedoms. Beſides euery Shriefe throughout England 
3s amerced in fine Markes for that they did not diſtraine within their Countries vpon whom- 

ſoeuer held 10, pound land per annum, and came not to be made knight ,or freed bythe King. 
Then fals he to theexamination of meaſures for Wine & Ale,for Buſhels and weights, 
which likewiſe brought in ſome ſmallthing,andeuery yeare commonly hath one quar- 
rell or other to the Londoners,and gets ſome thing of them. 

Butnow there fell out a buſinefle that entertayned ſome time,and gaue occaſion to 
amaze the world with concepts of ſome great aduantage and honor to the Kingd. by 


the 


mr Wo, 


| Markes towards his charges,and a rich Miter ſet with precious ſtones. This Prince the 


 proceedes in all violent,and hoſtile manner(according as was ſet on)againſt thoſe whb 


| chaſing the ſuffrages he had,and by this proſecution, he cameto be diſpoſſciled, forſa- 
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the Ele&ton of Richzrd Earle of Cormwall,to bee King of Romans, which was (as our 
Writers ſay )by the generall conſcnt of all the Ele&ors,and by them is heſent for to re- 
cciue that Crowne : the matter 1s here debated in Councell. Some, who thought his 
preſence,neceflary to ſway buſineſſes 1n the Kingdome, were vnwilling,& diſwade him 
by example ofthe miſerable deſtruction oftwo lately cleded to that dignity, Zenrythe 
Lantgrane of Turing, and William Earle of Holland: but others,and eſpecially the King 
(who was willing toberid of him,as one he had often found toogrear for a ſubie&t:;and 
being a King abroad hee might make vſe of him) perſwades it ro take it vpon him, 
which he is caſily(though ſeeming otherwiſe )induced to doe. 

But the Germaine Writers (who are beſt witneſles of their owne affaires) declare 
how after the murther of the Earle of Holland, the EleQors were dinided abour the 


their owne Country,which was more naturall. Others,of a ſtranger, who might better 


choyce of aſuccefſor. Some ſtiffe to vphold their auncient Cnſtome in Eleing one of 


ſupport their declyning State ; which was more politike. Long were the conflicts of 
their Councells: hereupon 1n the end,their voyces who ſtood for ſtrangers were moſt, 
but they likewiſe diſagreed among themſelues, ſome would haue X:chard, brother to ' 
the King of Ezgland,others Alphonſus King of Spaine, both of them not onelj conten- 
ding whoſhould haue ir,but who ſhould giue moſt to buy it:in the end R:chard beeing 
neereſt at hand,and his mony the readier,is preferred by the Bithop of AZerz, the Bi- 
ſhop of Cologre,and the Palſgraue, whoſe voyces he 18{aid to haue bought, and after- 
ward is crowned at Aquiſzraue. Now to confirme himſelfe, ſay they, inhis Stare, hee 


oppoſed his Ele&ion,and hauing conſumed himſelfe both by his exceſs1ue gifts,in pur- 


ken,and forced to returneinto England to his brother Henry, then in war with hs No- 
bles.Thus they deliuer 1t. | 
But befqfe the Earle departed ont of England, the Earle of Gloceſter, and Sir Tohn 
Aanſel, w&e icnt into Germany to ſound their afteions, and how they ſtood diſpo- 
ſed rowards him. They returne well perſwaded of the buſineſle, and ſhortly after the 
Archbiſhop of Cologne comes to condut him ouer, on whom, the Earle beſtowes 500, 


arle of Corawall is reported able to diſpend 100. Markes a day for ten yeares,beſides 
his reuenues in England. 

Tix French, and eſpecially the King of Spaine are much difpleaſed with this ad- 
uancement,complaining to the Pope and the King of E2glandoft the ſupplantation of 
the Earle of Cornwall.Spaine pretending ro haue beene firi{t ele&ed,bur being, it ſeemes 
a Philoſopher,and ſtudious in the Mathemarikes(which he firſt reutued in E:rope) hee 
was drawing Lines,when he ſhould haue drawne out his purſe , and fo came preuented 
of his hopes. 

About the time ofthe departure of Earle Richard (in the iollity of the Kingdome 
vponthis new promotion,& to ſet forward another)the King cals a Parliament,where- 
in(brivging forth his ſonne Edmordgclad in an Apalzan habit ) he vſes theſe words: Be- 
hold my good Subiects here my ſonne Edmond whom God of his grace hath called to the dig. 
nit; cf regall excell-ncy,how fitting and worthy 1s he the fauor of you all, and how inhumane, 
and tyranous were he whe (in fo important a neceſſuty)would deny him Counſel, ayde? And | 
then ſhewes them, how by the aduice and benignity of the Pope, and the Church of 
England,he had for attaining the Kingdome of Szcle bound himſelfe, vnder Couenant 
of looſing his Kingdome of England,intheſumme of 14c,thouſand Markes. Moreouer 
how he had obtained the Tenth of the Clergy,for 3.yeares to come, of all their benc- 
fices to be eſtimated according to the new rate, without deduction of expences vnleſſe 
very necefſary:beſides their firſt fruits likewiſe for 3.ycares. Which declaration, how 
pleaſing it was to the Clergy,may be iudged by their former grudgings. Notwithſtan- 
ding after they had made their pitifull excuſes, inregard of their pouerty, they promi- 
ſed vpon the vſuall condition of Magna Charta,ec. ſo often ſworne,bought and redee- 
med,to giue him 5 2.thouſand Markes,but this fatisfied him not. : 
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The next yeare after is another Parliament at London, wherein,vpon the Kinps preſ- 
ſing them againe,for meanes to pay his debts to the Pope:the Lordstell him plainly - 
they will not yeeld ro pay him any thing. And if vnaduiſedly,he Without their conſents, and 
councell bought the Kingdome of Sicile,and had beene deceined,he ſhould impure it to Lis own 
imbecility ,& bin inſtructed by the example of his prouident brother, who,whenthe ſame hirg- 
dome was offered unto him by Albert the Popes Agent abſolutely refuſed it,in regard it lay ſo 


the power of the pretender,&-c.T hen repeite they thcir owne gricuances,the breach v f bis 
promiſes,contemning both the keyes of the Church, and the Charter he had ſolemnly ſworne 
ro obſerue : the inſolence of h1s brathren,and other Strangers,againſt Whom, by his order, no 
Writ Was to paſſe ont of the Chancery, for any cauſe whatſoeuer: How ther pride was mtelle.. 
rable eſpecially that of William de V alence,who,moſt reproachfully had ginen the lie to the | 
Earle of Leiceſter,for which he could not be r4ghted upon his complaint: How they abornded | 
allin riches and himſelfe was ſo poore, as he ceuld not reprefſe the ſmall forces of the W. 1h | 
that waFted his Country,but going the laſt yeare against them,and eff ing nething returned 
wth diſhonour.The King hearing this(as he was apt vpon rebukes ſoundly v: cd to be 
ſenſible,and his owne neceſſities conſtraining him thereunto)hurbleshimlc i:oand tels 
them:how he had often by ill councell beene ſeduced, and promiſes by his oath, which he takes 
onthe tomb? of Saunt Edward, toreforme all theſe errors.But the Lords not knowing how 
to hold their cuer-changing Protez(faith Pars) in regard the buſinefle was ditficulr, 
get the Parliament to be adiourned till Saint Barnabas day, and then to afſen bie ar 
Oxford.In the meane time the Earles Gloce#ter,LeiceFter, Hereford,the Earle Marſhal! 
Bigod. Spencer and orher great men confederate,and prouide by ſtrength to effe& their 


| deſires. Whuiſt rhe King put to his ſhifts to obtaine money,gets the Abbot of Wc ſt- 


minſer, vpon promiſe of high preferment to put his Seale and thar of his Coucnt 
to a deed 9bligarory , as aſurery for three hundred Markes, that by hisexample hce 


might draw onothers todoethe like. Sending his truſty Counſaylors, *and Clerke 


Simon Paſſelexe abroade with his Letters , and this Deede vntoorher Mpnaſteryes. 
But Pajeleue, notwithſtanding all the diligence. and skill he could vſe , by threates 
or.otherwiſe : telling them , how all they had came from the benignity of Kings, 
and how their Sougraigne Was Lord of all they had , they flattely refule to yeelde to 
any ſuch Deede. Saying, they acknowledged the King to bee Lord of all they had , but 
ſo,as to defend,net to deſtroy the ſame, And thus he comes likewiſe diſappoynted in this | 
rotect. 

, The Prince, who likewiſe muſt participate in the wants of his father , was dri.. 
uen to morgage the Towne of Stamford, Braham and many other things, to w1lli- 
am de Valence, who out of his ſtore, ſupplyed him with money, which after turned 
to the good of neither , for it layde a recentement on the neceſſity of the one, which 
made him breake through his bands, and Enuy on the other whoſe ſuperfluity made 
him od1ous. 

Bur now comes afſembledthe Parliamentat Oxford, and ina hot ſeaſon (the worſt 
time for conſultation) and here burſt out that great impoſtume of diſcontent ſo long 
in gatherivg. The trayne which the Lords brought with them, was pretended ro bee 
for ſome exploit againſt the elſh,ypon the end of the Parliament: and their ſecuring 
the ports,to preuent torrainers,but the taking order for keeping of the Gates of Lon- 
don,and their Oathes and Hands giuen to each other,ſhewed that they were prepared 
to make theday theirs. Here they begin with the expoſtulation of the former Liber- 
ties, and requirethe obſeruation thereof according vnto the Oathes,and Orders for- 
merly made.The Chiefe Iuſticiar, Chancellor, and Treaſurerto be ordained by publike 
choice: The 24.Conſeruators,of the Kingdome to be confirmed, 12. by the Ele&ion of 
the Lords,and 1 2.by the King,with whatſoeuer elle made for their owne imagined ſe- 
curity. The King ſeeing their ſtrength,and in what manner they required theſe things, 
ſweares againe ſolemnly to the confirmation of them,and cauſes the Prince to rake the 
(ame Oath. | 

But the Lords left not here, the Kings brethren, the Poi&onines and other Strangers 
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muſt be preſently remooued,and rhe Kingdome cleered of them, and this they would 
haue all the Peeres of the Land ſworne to ſe done. Heere they found ſome oppo- 
ficion in the Prince, the Earle Warrem, and Henry eldeſt ſonne to Richard now King of 
Romans;the laſt refuſing to take his Oath withour leaue of his father , they'plainely 
rold him, T hat if his father would not conſent with the Baronage in this caſe, he ſhould rot 
hold a FirroW of Land im England. Inthe end, the Kings brethren and their followers 


ture,hke enioyneth the City of Briſtow,and other Ports not to permit any ſtrangers or 
kinſnen of his to arine,vnlefle they did ſo behaue themſclues,as both he and the Lords. 
ſhould like. | 

The Poictournes retyring to Bolongre in France ſend to King Lowys to craveſafe paſ.. 
ſage through his Country into Po:#op, which(in regard the Queene of France had bin 
informed how they had defamed her Siſter of England) was, by her mieanes denyed ' 
at that rime,and Herry ſonne to the Earle of Leiceſter (whoſe eſtimation was great in. 
France )followes them with all cagernefle thither, to incenſe the French againlt them. | 
And as they whom Enuy tumbles downe from high places,ſhall be ſure ener tohaue all 


the thruſts poſsible to ſer them headlong into diſgrace with the world ; ſo now the | 
death,and fickneſſe of divers great men and others hapning in England ſoone after this | 
fatall Patliamenr,is imputed to poiſons ſuppoſed to haue been preparedby thoſe Gen. | 
tlemen.The Earle of Gloceſter ina ſicknefle fodainly loſt his haire, his teerh, his naiies ; 
And his brother hardly eſcaped death, which made many to ſulped their neereſt ſervars | 
and their Cooks Walter Scoiny the Earles Steward being one,is ſtrictly examined,com. | 
micted to priſon,and after,wirhour confeſs;0n executed vpon preſumptions ar Winche- 
fter.Elias a conuerted Iew,is ſaid ro haue cot-fled,thart in his houſe the poiſon wascon- 
te&ted,but it was when he was a Deuill,not a Chriſtian. Any thing 1n the proſecution 
of malice ſeraes the turne. Enzry man that had receined any wrong by thoſe great 
men,now put vp their complaints, and are heard, to the agrauation of their infolence 
and injuſtice. Guido de Rochfort 4 Poiftouin, ro whom the King had ginen the Caſtle of 
Rocheſteris banithed,and all his goods confiſcat. william Buſſey Steward to Willians de 
U.ence,is committed to the Towre of London,and moſt reprochtully vſed, asan eſpe. 
ctall miniſter of his Maſtets inſolencies. Richard Gray whom the Lords had made Cap- 
tain of the Calle of Doner,is ſet to intercept whatſoeuer the Poiformes conneicd that 
way out of Eng/and,and much treaſure of theirs, and the cle& of Wizcheſters is by him 
there raken:befidesgreat ſums committed to the new Temple,are found out,and ſeized 
into the Kings hands. And, as vſually in ſuch heats,much wrong 1s committed in theſe 
proſecutions of wrongs. But now(as an amuzatory,to make the ill-gouerned people 
think they are not forgotten)the new chiete Iuſticiar Hugh Bigod brother to the Earle 
Marſhall (choſen this laſt Parliament by publike voyce) procures that 4.knights in 
euery ſhire ſhould inquire of the oppreſsions of the poore done by great men, and vn- 
der their hands and Scales certifie the ſame,by a certaine day,to the Baronage,that re- 
dreſſe might be made. Moreouer order was taken thar from thenceforth, no man ſhould 
gine anything(beſides prouiſtons )for zuſtice,or to hinder the ſame, andboth the corrupter and 
corrupted to be grieuouſly puniſhed. Notwithſtanding this pretended care ofthe publike 
it is notedby the writers aud records of that time, how the Lords 1nforced the ſervices 


#,wherupon the King ſends forth proclamation: HoW certen malicious perſons had falſly 

and ſeditioiuſly report ed,that he ment onlawfully to charge h1s Subiefts,c ſubuert the Lawes 

and Liberties of the Kingdome, and by theſe ſubtle ſuggeſtions, altogether falſe auertedthe | 
| 0; 


other publike miniſters, ſearching the behauiour of many {tri commiſſioners vpon 
Oath. And to make their cauſe the more popular,it was rumored that the kzrgs neceſſi- 
ty muſe be repazred out of the Eſtates of his people, and how hee muſt not want whilſt they had 


hearts 


Ss 


are diſpoyled of all their fortunes , and exiled by preſcription vnder the Kings owne | "8 of ! 0» 
hand dire&ed tothe Earles of Hereford, and Surrey, with charge not to paſſe either their | 
Mony, Armes,or Ornaments but in ſuch fort as the Lords appointed:and after their depar. 


of the Kings tenants which dwelt necre them,and were torrdem tyranm: how they tur- Reeifhin Scare 
niſhed the eſpeciall fortreſſes of the Kingdome with Guardiars of their owne, fworne | i}l;am r1h- 
to the Common Rate,and rook the like aſſurance of all Shirifs, Baylifes, Coroners,and | «ngar. 
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The Oath of | 


hearts of his people from him;and therefore deſires them,not to pine credit to ſuch perturbexs, 
for that he wi ready to defend all Rights and Cuſtomes due vnto them, and that they might 
reſt of this ſecured, he eauſed of his free will his letters to be made Patents. 

But now Aoxfort, Gloceſter and Spencer, who had by the late inſtitution of the 
24. Conſeruators, drawne the intire managing of the Kingdome into their hands, 
inforce the King to call the Parliament at London where the Authority of the 24. is | 
delinered vnto themſelues, and order taken that three at the leaſt, ſhould attend in | 
the Court,to diſpoſe of the cuſtody of Caſtles, and other buſineſſes of the Kingdome, 
of the Chancellor, Chiefe Iuſticiar, and Treaſurer, and of all Officers great and ſmall. 
And here they binde the King ts looſe to them their Legale obedience whenſocuer he 
infringed his Charter. 

In this State ſtood the Kingdome, when intelligence was giuen to the Lords thar | 
Richard King of Romans had a purpoſe to come ouer into England, which made them 
greatly to ſulpe&(being ignorant of the occaſion)leaſt he were ſent for by the King to 
come with power to ſubuert them,by the example of King John.Whereupon they ſend 
to know the cauie of his comming, & to require of him an Oath before he ſhould land, 
not to prejudice the now eſtabliſhed orders of the Kingdome : which he ſternely refu- 
ſes to doe,ſaying : He had no Peere in England being the ſome and brother of a King, and 
was aboue their power : and f they would hae reformed the Kingdome, they ought firſt to 
haue ſent for him,and not ſo preſ umptuouſly attempted a bufineſſe of ſo higha Nature. The 
Lords vpon returne of this anſwer ſend preſently to gard the Ports, and come ſtrongly 
to the Coaſt, prepared to incounter him if occaſion were offered. But finding histraine 
ſinall,accompanyed onely with his Queene, two German Earles, and eight Knights, 
they, vpon his promiſe to take their propounded oath receiue him to Land ; but 
would neither permit the King (who came likewiſe thither to meete him)nor himſelfe 
to enter into Doxtr Caſtle. At Canterbury they bring him intothe Chapterhouſe,where 
the Earle of Gloceſter {tanding forth in the middeſt,cals out the Earle,not by the name 
of King,but Richard Earle of Cornewall,who in reuerent manner comming forth, takes 
his Oath miniſtred in this manner. 

Heareall men, that I Richard Earle of Cornewall doe here ſ\veare vponthe Holy Euan- 
geliſts that f ſhall bee fathfull, and diligent to reforme with you the Kmgdome of 
England , hitherto by the Councell of wicked perſons ouermach diſordered, bee an ef. 
fettuall coadintor to expell the rebels and diſturbers of the ſame, and this Oath will 
inuolably obſer ue wnder payne of looſing all the Land I hane in England - ſo helpe' mee 
God. 

In this manner deale the Lords to biud this great Earle vnto them , ſuppoſing his 
power to hane beene more then it was,which at length they found to bee nothing bur 
an ayrie ”"tle,for hauing conſumed all that mighty ſubſtance abroad, in two yeares 
(which with grear frugality,had beene many ingathering )he returnes in this manner 
home,poore and forſaken by the Germans , without any other meanes to truſt vnto, 
bur onely what he had in England. 

Notwithſtanding vpon his returne the King takesheart , and eekes all meanes to 
vindicate his power , diſpatching firſt meſſengers ſecretly to Rowe, to beeabſolued 
from his inforced Oath, then ſends into Scotland to the King, and the _ his 
daughter for aydes to be ready vpon his occaſions. And to haue the more aſſurance of 
the King of France, and bee freede from forraine buſineſſe, hee makes an abſolute 
reſignation , of whatſocuer right hee had to the Dutchy of Normandy,and the Earle- 
domes of Anion, Poiftou, Tourene, and Maine, 1n regard whereof the King of France 
giues him three hundred thouſand pounds(ſome ſay crownes)of Aionine money, and 
grants him toenioy all Guzen beyond the riuer Garonre,allthe Country of Xantonge to 
the riuer of Charente,the Countries of Limoſin, and Quercy for him and his ſucceſſors 
doing their Homage,and Fealty to the Crowne of France,asa Duke of Aquitayne,and 
a Peere of that Kingdome. 

The Lords likewiſe on the other ſide ſeeke to ſtrengthen their aſſociation, and hold 
in each other to their Oathes,and obſeruations of their orders, which was hard to doz 
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amongſt them(ſclucs, in ſo much as the Earle of Lezceſter (che chiete man that kept the 
fire of that faction in )rold the Earle of Gloſter finding hin ſtaggering , that he cared 
not to-line with ſuch men, whom he found ſo nutable and vncertaine, for ſaid he, my Lord of 
Glocelter, as you are more emment , ſo are you more bound to What you haze vndertaln for 
the good of the Kingdome. And as he incenced others,ſo had he thoſe that animared him, 
as Walter Biſhop of Worceſter, and Robert Biſhop of Lizcolne who iniopred him vpon 
remiſsion of his ſinnes to proſecute the cauſe vnto death, athrming hop rhe peace of the 
Church of England could nency be eſtabliſhed but by the materiall ſword. 


But now many being the temptations, many are drawne away fron their ſide, cſpe- 
cially after the ſentence giuen againſt them by the King of France, made Arbiter of the | 
quarrell, who yet though he condemned the prouiſionsof Oxford, allowed the confic- 
mation of King lohzs Chatter: by which diſtin&ion he left the matrer as he found it : | 


| Anno. 


tor thoſe prouiſions, as the Lords pretended,were grounded vpon that Charter. How- 
focuer his ſentence much aduantaged the King of England , and made many to &if- 
pence with their Oath, and leaue their party. Amonglt whom was Herz {onne to the 
Earleof Corawall (on whom the Prince had beſtowed the Honour of 7 3ckb:it/) who 
comming to the Earle of Lezcefter told him , he would not be againſt his Father , the 
King, norhisallyes : but ſaid hee, my Lord, I will ncuer beare armes againlt you ; and 
therefore I craue leaue to depart. The Earle cheerctully replies: my Lord Herry,l am 
not ſorry for your departure,but for your wmconſiancie, goe , returne with your armes, 1 feare 
them net at all. About the ſame time Roger dc Clifford , Roger de Leiborn, Hamo [ 
Strange, and many other(wonne with gitts)depart from the Barons. 

Shortly after Roger de Aſortimer of the Kings part breakes into open act of hoſtility, 


with Lewellin Prince of Walles, and had ſent forces to inuade the lands of Zſortimer in 
thoſe parts. And here the ſword isfirſt drawne 1n this quarreil, about 3. yeeres after 


Earle of Leiceſter reconers the towne and Caſtle of Gloceter, conſtraines the Citizens 
to pay a thouſand pounds for their redemption, goes with an army to Worceſter, pol- 
ſeſſes him of the Caſtle, thence to Shrewsbury , and ſo comes abour to the Uſe of Ely, 
ſubdues the ſame, and growes very powerfull, | 

The King,doubting his approch to Lender (being rot yet ready for him) workes 
fo as a mediation of peace is made,and agreed,vpon theſe conditions:that aft the (:tles 
of the King ſhould be deliuered to the keeping of the Barons: the Prouiſtons of Oxtord, ſhould 
be inutolably obſerued : «All ſtrangers by acertaine time ſhould anoyde the Kingdom, except 
ſach as by a generall conſent, ſhould be held faithfull, and profitable for the ſame. Here was a 
little pauſe , which feemes was but as a breathing for a greatcr rage. The Prince had 
fortified Windſor Caſlle,vi&ualed,and therein placed ſtravgersto defend it , and him- 
ſe}fe marches to the towne of Briſtow , where in a contention betweene the Citizens, 
and his people being put to the worſe, he ſends for the Biſhop of WorceSter (an efpeci- 


Windſor ,he gets into the Caſtle, which the Earle of Leiceſter comes to beliege, and be- 
ing about Xingſtore,the Princemects him to treat of peace, which the Earle refuſes, and 
layes Siege to the Caſtle, that wasrendred vnto him, the {trangersturned our, and fenr 
home into. France. | 0 

The King to get time conuokes another Parliament at London , wherein he wonne 
many Lords to take his part,8 with them(the Prince, Richard Earle of Cornwall, 17c:ry 


Oxford, whither diners Lords of Scotland repaire to him : as John (om, Tohn Baliol, 
Lord of Galloway, Robert Bruce & others,with many Barons of the North, (kfford, Per 
cy,Baſſet,cc.From Oxford with all his forces he marches to Northamp.w here hetooke 
priſoners, Simon Xonfort the yonger, with 14. other principall men , thence to Vot- 
tingham making ſpoile of ſuch poſleſsions, as appertained t the Barons inthoſe parts. 
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Re. 48. 


all partaker of the Barons) to prote&, and conduct him backe. When he comes neere | 
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The Earle of Leiceſter in the meane time, drawes towards Lendon to recouer and | 
makes good that part , as of chicfeſt importance , and ſeekesro ſecure Kerr and the 
Ports. Which haſts the King to ſtop lys proceeding, and ſuccour the Caſtle of Reche- | 


| fter beſieged. | 


] 


Succeſſe,and authoritie now growes ſtrong on this fide , in ſo much as the Earles of | 


| Leiceſter,and Gloceſter,in behalte of themſclues,and their party write to the king, hum. | 
| bly prote Rin o their loyalty, and how they oppoſed onely aoainſt ſuch as were enemies to hins | 


—_— 


CO ee eee 


| the Prince, the Earle of Corneyall and his Sonne Henry, the Earles of Arumndell, Here- 
| ford, and al! the Scorrzſh Lords are his priſoners, The Earle Warrein, William de Valence, 
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and the K ingdome,and had helyed them. The king returnes anſwer ; how themſclues were | 
the perturbers of him and his ſtate #. enemes to his perſon, and ſought tis and the Kinodomes | 
deſtruftion,and therefore defirs them, The Prince , and the Earle of Cornewall ſend like- 
wiſe their letrers of defiance vnto them. The Barons notwithſtanding doubrfull of their | 
ſtreygrh,or vnwilling to put1rtorhe hazard of a Battaile,mediate a peace,and ſend the | 
Biſhops of Loxdoz, and Worceſter with an offer of 30. thouſand Markesto the King,for 
damages done 1n thele warres, ſo that the ſtatutes of Oxford might be obſcrued:which 
yeeldingneſſe, the other {ide ſuppoſing ro argue their debility , made them the more 
negle&iue,and ſecurer of their power, which commonly brings the weaker fide (more 
watchfu!l of aduantages)to haue the better, 

The Earle ſeeing no other meanes b&ev pur it to a day (being a man skilfull in his 
worke) takes his time to be earlter ready then was expected, and ſupplies his want of | 
hands with his wit, placing on the ſide of a hill neere Zewys , where this battaile was 
fought, certaine cnfignes without men, inſuch ſort as they might ſeeme a farre cf, to 
be {quadrons of ſuckors to ſecond thoſe he brought to the incounter, whom he cauſed 
41l to weare white-croſles, both for their own norice, and the ſignification of his cauſe, 
which,he would haue to be for Inſtice. Here the fortune of the day was his, the Kirg, 


Guy de Luſignianthe Kings brethren, with Zzgh Begod, Eare Aarſhall ſane themſclues 
by flight, fiue thouſand are {laine in this defert , which yet was not allthe blood, and 
deſtruction this buſineſle coſt. 

Allthis yeere, and halfe of the other, is S:920» AZonfort in poſſeſsion of his priſoners: 
the King he carries about with him to countenance hisaGtions, till he had gotten in,all 
the ſtrongeſt Caſtles ofthe Kingdome, Andnow (as it v{tally fals out in confederati- 
ons where all muſt be pleaſed or elſe the knot will diffolue) debate ariſes betweene the 
Earles of Leiceſter, and Gloceſter, about their dinidend, according to their agreement. 
Leiceſter (as fortune makes men to forget themſclues) istaxed ro doe more for his owne 
particular, then the common good : to take to hinſelfe the benefet and d:ſpoſirion of the Kings 
Ca#tles : to vſurpe the redemption of priſoncrs at h1s pleaſure, to prolong the buſineſſe, and not 
to vſe the meanes of a Parliament to end it: lis ſonnes alſo preſuming vpon his greatncle | 
grow inſolent, which made Gloceſter to forſake that ſide,and betake him to the Prince, | 
who lately eſcaping out of the Caſtle of 7Zereford had gotten a power about him of 
ſuch asattended the opportunitie of turning fortune, and to revenge the diſhonour of 
one Battaile by another. | 

The reuolr of this Earle brovght many hands tothe Prince , whereby many peeces | 
of ſtrength are-regained,both in Englana and Wales. The Earle of Leiceſter to ſtop the 
proceeding ofthis mighty growing Prince (being now with his army about Worceſter 
inbattailes ina plaine neere Exeſham, to incounter him: and noting the manner of the 
approch of his army ſaid to thole about him : rheſe mencome brauely on, they learnt it not 
of themſelues,but of mee. And ſeeing himſelfe likelyto be beſer and oncrlayd with numbers,ad. 
uiſed his friends Hugh Spencer,Ralph Baſſet and others to ſhift for themſelues, which when 
he ſaw they refuſed to doe : then ſaid he,/er vs commit our ſoules to God, for our bedies are 
theirs, and ſo vndertakivg the maine waighr of the Battaile , periſhed vnderit. And 
with him are ſlaine his ſonne Ferry,cleven other Barons with many thouſands of com- 
mon ſouldiers. At the inſtant of his death, there hapned fo terrible a thunder , light- 
ning,and darkneſſe,as it gaue them,as much horror,as their hideous worke. 

And ſocnds Aeonfort this great Earle of Lercefter, too great for a ſubic&, which had 
| hee | 
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hee not beene, he might hauc beene numbred amongſt the worthieſt of his time. How - | 
ſoeuer, the people which honoured, and followed him 1n his lite would(vpon the fame 
of his miracles) haue worſhipped him for a Saint after his death , bur it would not bee 
permitted by Kings. | 

And here this Bartaile deliuers the Captine King,(bur yet with the lofſe of ſome of 
his owne as well as his ſubie&ts blood, by a wound caſually receiued therein) and ridde 
him of his Iaylor 2forfore, whom he hated and long feared more then any man lining, 
as himſelfe confeſſed vpon this accident: paſſing one day(thortly after the Pariiament 
at Oxford) vpon Thames , there hapned a ſodaine clap of thunder, wherewith the 
King was much affrighted and willed preſently to be ſer on ſhore at the next landing, 
which was at Dareſme houſe, where 1orfort then lay , who ſeeing the King ariuing 
haſtsdowne to meete him, and perceiuing him to betroubled at the ſtorme, (aid, rhar 
hee needed not now to feare, the danger was paſt. No, Monfort,/aid the King,] feare thee, 
ore then 1 doe all the T hunder and tempeſt of therworld. Ani now the King with the vi- 
Qorious Prince, the redeemer of him , and the Kingdome , -repaires to Wincheſter, 
where a Parliament is conuoked, and all who adhered to S:morz Iorfort, are diftnheri- 
red, and tizetr eſtares conferred on others, at the Kings plealure. The Londoners haue 
cheir liberties taken from them , Sim2onand Gay de « Aonfort , lonnes of the Earle of 
Leiceſter,with the diſinherited Barons and others who eſcaped the Battaile of Eueſhan 
take, and defend the Iſle of Ely. The Caſtle of X:U{ngworth defended by the feruants 
of the late Earle,although it were in the heart of the Kingdome, endured the Seige of 
halfe a yeere againſt the King and his Army : inthe end their victuals fayling they 
yeeld vpor condztion to depart, their lines, members, and goods ſaued. And it is worthy the 
note tht we finde no exccution of vlood,except in open Battaile in allthcſe combuſtions,or any 
which ts now almoſt 200.yeeres. Onely in Ann. 26.0f this King,William Meriſc,the ſoniie 
of Geffrey Marſc a Noble man of Ireland, being condemned of Piracie, and treaſon was 
hanged,behcaded,and quartered : and is the firit example of that kinde of puniſhment 
we finde 1n our Hiſtories. 

After the Parliament at Wincheſter the King goes with an army againſt rhe diſinhe- 
rited Barons,aud their partakers , which were many reſolute , and deſperate perfors 
{trong!y faſtned rogether. And being at Northampton , Simon and Guyde « 1 onfort, 
by mediation of friends, and promiſes of fauour came in and ſubmirred themſelues ro 
the King, who, at the earnc{t ſuite cf the Earle of Cornwall their Vncle and the Lord 
Philip Baſſet, had reſtored them to their Eſtates , but for Gloceſter , and others who 
(doubting their ſpirits) wrought to hold them downe where their fortune had 1zyd 
rhem. Info much as they were faine in the end tofiyethe Kingdome, and worke their 
fortunes other where, which they did, the yonger in Italy, the Elder in France ; where 
they Were propagators of two great Families. Their mother was baniſhed thortly after the 
batraile of Eueſham, A Ladie of eminent note, the daughter and ſiſter to a King ,nocent onc- 
ly by her fortune, who from the Coronet of miſerable glory betooke her to the vaile of quiet pie. 
tY, and dyed a Nun at Montarges #7 France. | 

Three yeares after this , the difinherited Barons held out in thoſe faſtneſſes of the 
Kingdome where they could beſt defend themſzlues,made many excurſions,and ſpoiles 
ro the great charge and vexation of the King,at length motions,and conditions of ren- 
der are propoſed, wherein the Councell are duided. Afortimer now an eminent man 
in grace, with others ſtated in the poſtelsjons of the diſirherited are auerres to any 
reſtoration,alledging it a great att of 11uſtice,for thens to be forced to forgo What the Kig 
had for their paines,c> fidelaie beſtowed on them,and the others wſtly forfeited, and therfore 
would hold what they had. Gloceſter with the 12. ordained to deale for the peace of the 
ſare,and other his friends which were many, ſtand mainely for re{toration. This cau- 
ſed new pikes of di(pleaſure, in ſo much as Gloceſter, who, conceiuiag his turning, not 
ſo to {erue his turne,as he expeRed,raking his time,againe changed foote: retires from 
th: Court, refules io come to the Kings Feaſt on Saint Edwards day : ſends meſſengers 
to warne the King,to remoue ſtrangers from his Councell, and obſerue the prouiſions of Oxt. 

, according 


noble man to dye on a Skaffold,either m this Kings raigne,or any other ſwice. William the firſt, | 
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| according to his laſt promiſe made at Eveſham ; otherwiſe that he ſhould not meruaile it him- 
ſelfe did what he thought fit. Thus hadv1Qiorie no peace, the diſtemprature of the time 
was ſuch, as no ſword could cure it; recourſe is had to Parliament (the beſt way if any 
would ſerue, for remedy )and at Byry isthe {tate conuoked,where likewiſe all who hc1d 
by Knights ſeruice are ſummoned to aſſemble, with ſufficient horſe and arn.our forthe 
vanquiſhing of thoſe diſhecited perſons, which, contrary to the peace of the Kirgdome 
held the Ile of Ely. 

Tohn de Warreine Earle of Surrey, and William de Valentza , are ſent to perſwade the 
Earle of Gleceſter (who had now leuted anarmy vpon the borders of Wales) to come, 
in faire manner to this Parliament,which he refuſes to do,but yet thus much rhe Earles 

| had of him vnder his hand,and ſcale - nexer ro beare armes againſt the King, or his Sonne 
' Edward, but to defend him{elfe, and purſue Roger Mortimer , and other his enemies, tor 
| which he pretended to haue taken armes. T he firſt demand in the Parliament was 
' made by the King and the Legat ; for the grant of a Tenth of the Clergie fer three yeeres 
| to come , and for the yeerc paſt, fo much as they gaue the Barons for de fending the Coaſts a 


A © | 
| gainſt the landing of ſtrangers. Whereto they anſwer, that the warre Was begin by vniuſt 
| deſires, which yet continues, and neceſſary it were to let paſſe ſo euill demands, ar.d ſo treat of | 


| the peace of the Kingdome 3 to conuert the Parliament to the benefit thereof, and not to extort 
| 


| ever recouered. 2. Then was it required, that the Clergie might be taxed by lay men,accor- 


. : Pp 
| ding to the iuſt valew of wkat appertaied vnto them, They anſwer: was 10 reaſon, but a- 


by gainſt all Inftice, that Lay-men ſhould intermedale incollefting T enths, nbich they would ne- 


| wer conſent vnto,but Would hane the ancient taxation to ſtand, 3. Then was 1t required,they 
| ſhould gine the Tenth of their Baronies and Lay Fee, according to the utmoſt valewy. The y 
anſwer : themſclues were impoueriſhed by attending the King mn kis expedutions , and their 
lands lay untildby reaſon of the warres, | 
' 4. Then it was required,that the Clergie ſhould mm lien of a Tenth, .ciue among ſt them 30. 
thouſand Markes to diſcharge the Kings debts contratted for Sicilia, Calabria,and Apulia: 
| They anſwer ; they would gine nothing in regard att thoſe taxations, and extorſions form rly 
| made by the King Were neuer connerte to h1s owne,or the benefit of the Kingdome. 5 All this 
being denied, demand is made, that all Clergie men that held Baronies, or other Lay Fee 
ſhould perſonally ſerue in the Kings Wwarres, They anſwer, they Were rot to fight with the 
materiall, but the ſpirituall ſword,cc. that their Baromes were giuen of meere almes, Cc, 
6. Then was it required,zhe whole Clergie ſhould diſcharge the goco.pounds, which the B1- 
| ſhops of Rocheſter, Bath, andthe Abbot of Weltminſter food bound ro the Popes 3Her- 
| chants for the Kings ſermce at their bemng at the Court of Rome, They anſwer : rheyneuer 
| conſented to any ſuch lone, and therefore were not bound to diſcharge it. 7. Then the Legar, 
| from the part of the Pope required,that Without delay predication ſhould be made throug h. 
| out the kingdome to incite men to take the Croſſe for the Holy warre, whereunto an(wer was 
| made, that the greateſt part of the people of the Land were already conſumed, by the ſword, 
| and that if they ſhould undertake this attion , feW or none would be leafr to defend the King- 
dome ,and that the Legat hereby ſhewed a defire to extirpat the natines thereof ,and introduce 
ſtrangers. 8. Laſtly, it was vrged, that the Prelates were bound to yeeld to all the Kings 
demands by their Oath at Conentrie ; where they ſWwore to ayde him by alt! meanes poſſi- 
| ble they could. They anſwer,that when they tookthat oath,they wnderſtood no other ayde,then 
ſpirituall,and boleſome councell,S0 nothing was obtained but denials in this Parliament. 
The Legart, likewiſe 1m ploies ſollicitors to perſwade the diſherited L L. which held 
the Ifle of Ely,to returne to the fauth, and umty of the Church,the peace of the King, accor- 
ding to the forme prouided at Conentry , for redeeming their mheritances from ſuch as held 
them by gift from the King for 7.eeres profits, and to leaue of their robberies, The diſheri- 
ted returnceanſwer to the Legat. Firſt,that they held the faith they receined from their (a- 
tholike Fathers,and their obedience to the Romane Church as the head of al Chriſtiaritie;but 
not to the auarice and wilfull exattion of thoſe who ought to gouerne the ſame. And how(their 
Predeceſſors whoſe heires they were, hauing conquered this land by the ſword)they held them- 
ſelues vninſtly diſherited that it was agamſt the Popes Manat they ſhould be ſo dealt withal. 
| ; | | T hat 


none y,confidering the land had beene ſo much deſtroyed by this warre , as it could hardly bee 
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T hat they had formerly taken their Oath to defend the Kingdome and Holy Church, all 
the Prelates thundring the ſentence of excommunication againſt ſuch as withſtood the ſame 
and according to that Oath t hey were prepared to ſpend their lines. And ſeeing thy warred 
for the benefit of the Kingdome , and Holy Church , they Were to ſuſtaine their ues by the 
goods of their Enemies, Who detamed their Lands, which the Legat ought to cauſe tobe re- 
ftored unto them that they might not be drinen to make depradation inthat manner Which yet 
Was not fo great as Was reported: for that many of the Kings & Princes followers made r: des, 
and committed great robberies which to make them odious, were tmputed,and giuen out to be 
done by them,wherfore they Wiſh the Legat to giue 19 creait to ſuch reports: for if they ſnould 
finde any ſuch amonoſt them, they would themſelues doe Inſtice vpon them without delay. 

Beſides they declare to the Legat,that he had irrenerendly elefted out of the Kingdome 
the Biſhops of Wincheſter, London azd Chicheſter, men circumſpect and of deepe wage. 
ment whereby the Councell of the K ingdome was ingreat part weakned io the aanger thereof, 
and therefore willed hin to looke to the reformation of the ſame : and that they might be ye. 
flored to their Lands Without redemption. T hat the prouiſions of Oxtord might be obſerucd. 
T hat they might haue Oſtages deliueredtheminto the Ifland to hold the ſame peaceably for 
fine yeeres to come, untill they might perceine how the King would performe his promiſes. 

Thus they treat, not like men whom their fortunzs had lake on the ground, but as 
they had beene ſtill ſtanding - ſo much wrought cither the opinion of their cauſe, or 
the hope of their party.But this ſtubbornnes ſo exaſperates the King as the next yeere 
following, hee prepares a mighty Army, beſets the Ifle ſo thar he ſhutsthem vp, and 
Prince Edward,with bridges made on Boaresenters the ſame in diners places,and con- 
ſtraines them to yeeld. In the meane time the Earle of Gloceſt:r, with hisarmy col- 
l:&ed onthe borders of Wales to ayde them , marchel to London where, by the Citi- 
zens he wasreceiued : but the Legat who kept his refidence 1n the Towre fo prenai- 
| led with him, as hee againe renders himſelfe ro the King to whom hee was afterward 
reconciled, by the mediation of the King of Remans , andthe Lord Philip Baſſet ypon 
forfeiture of twelue thouſand Markes,ifeuer after he ſhould raiſe any commotion, 

This effe&ed,the King goes with an Army into pzles , agamlt Lewellin, for ayding 
Simon 1onfort and the Earle of Glocefter , in theirfate attempts againit him , but his 
wrath being by the gift of 32. thouſand pounds ſterling, appealed, peace is concluded 
berwixt them,and foure Cantreds,which had by right of warre,beene taken from him, 
reſtored. | 

And here was an end of the firſt Barons Warres of England, wheremwe ſee What effetts 
it Wrought, how no ſide got but miſery and vexation, whilſt the one ſtrugsled to doe mort then 
it ſhould, andthe other to doe leſſe then it ought, they both had the worſt, according to the v. 
ſuall euents of ſuch embroylements. 

The next yeere after this appeaſement, the Legar Orrobon fignes with the Croifſado 
both the Kings ſonnes, Edward,and Edmond, the Earle of Gloceſter, and diuers Noble- 
men induced to vndertake the Holy Warre by the follicitation of him : and the King 
of France , whonotwithſtanding his former calamitiesindured in that action , would 
againe aduenture therein. So much either the deſire of reuenge, with the recouery of 
his fame and honour, or the hope of enioying another World prouoked him to forgoe 
this, and haſt tohis fiall deſtru&tion. And for that Prince Edward wanted meanes 
for his preſent furniſhinent , this King of France lent him 30. thouſand Markes , for 
which he morgaged vnto him Gaſcozgny. An a, which ſubtler times would interprer 
robe rather of Policie then Pictie , in this King to ingage inſuch manner, and vpon ſo 
eſpeciall a caution,a yonsg ſtirring Prince, likely in his abſence to imbroyle his Eltate at 
home,and to draw him along in the ſame aduenture with hunſelte, without any deſire 
! otherwiſe, either ofhis company or ayde, conſidering the inconueniences that ſtung 

theſe ſenerall Nations heretofore by their incompetabllitie , in the ſame a&ion : bur 
here it were ſinne to thinke they diſguiſed their ends, or had other couerings for their 
deſfignes thenthoſe through which they were ſeene ; their ſpirits ſceme to hauebecne 


* 


warmed with a Nobler flame. : : | 
And now whilſt this preparationis in hand , King Henry labours to eſtabliſh the 
Peace 


The Earle of 
Gloceſter re= 
conciled, 


| 
1269. | 
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Peace of the Kingdome, and reforme thoſe exceſſes the warre had bred , cauſing by 
:i Parlia. , | proclamation ſtealth of Cartelito be made a crime Capitall , and the firſt thar ſuffred for 
men at the ſame was one of Dunſtable who had ſtolne twelue Oxen from the inhabitants of 
Marleborongh. . C9lze , and being perſued to Redburne was by the Bayliffe of Saint e4lbones (accor- 
| ding tothe Kings Proclamation condemned and beheaded, And the ſame yeere the 
| King aſſembles his laſt Parliament ar Marleboreugh where the Statutes of that Title 
| were 1naced. 
| Neeretwoyeeres it ſcemesto haue beene after the vndertaking the Croſſe before 
IZ7L. prince Edward ſet forth , atime long ynough(if thoſe reſolutions wonld haue beene 
Anno ſhaken) to haue bredan alteration of deſire , but {o ſtrong was the cutrent of this 
. \ humour asno worldly reſpe&s could giue any the lalt ſtoppage thereunto. Other- 
Reg. 55 wile aPrince ſo well acquainted with ation, ſo well vnderſtanding the world, fo for. 
ward in yeares(being then 32.) ſo neere the poſſcſsion of a Kingdome, would rot have 
lcaft it, and an aged father broken with dates and trauaile to haue bctaken hinſclfec 
(with his deare and tender conſort Elorer and as it ſzemes then yorg with childe)to a 
voyage that could promiſe nothing but danger,toyle, miſerie,and affliction. So power- 
full are the operations of the minde , as they make men neglect the eale of their bo. 
dies, cſpecially in times rot difſolued with thoſe ſoftnings of Luxurie and Idleveſſe 
which vamauners them. And we cannot but admire the vndauntable conſtancie of this 
' Prince, whom all the ſad examples of others calamities (croſsing euen the beginning 
| of action) could not deterre from proceeding therein, For, fult the King of France 
- | who with two of hisſonnes, the King of Nauarre and awightie Armie, being (et out 
| before, and by the way befieging the Citie of T wits 1 eAfrica (poſieſt then by the 
Sarazimes that infeſted Chriſtendome) periſhed miſerably by the Peſtilence that raged 
in his Army, and with himoneof his ſonnes and mary of his Nobles, whereby all 
| their enterpriſe wasdaſht and vtrerly ouerthrowne. Beſides , Charles King of Sicile, 
; brother to this King of France, who likewiſe came to ayde him, returning home, loſt 
' the greateſt pait of his Nauic by tempeſt. Moreouer many of this Princes owne 
| people were deſirous to leaue him and returne home, Whereupor hee is ſaid ro hawe 


| The refoluri- ſtricken his breaſt, and ſworne : that if all bis j ollowers forſooke him, he Would yet enter To- 


o1 of Prince | Jemais or Acon, though but onely with his Horſe-keeper Fowin. By which ſpeech they 

Edmond. | were againe InCcenced to proceed ; but yet his Cozin Ferry ſonne to the King of Ro- 

| nazxs, obtaines leaue of him to depart, and was (et on ſhore in /rabze ; where, notwith- 

| ſtanding he found what he ſought to auoyde, D-ath ; and wasſlaine in the Church at 

| Paterbo (being ar divine ſcruice) by his owne Cozin German Guy de «orfort {{onne 
to Simon late Earle of Leiceſter) in reuenge of his fathers death, The newes of which 

I27 +. vnnaturall murther ſcemes to haſten the end of R:chard King of Romans, who died 

An No ſhortly after, and rhe next yeere following , finiſhed likewiſe /Zerry the 3. of England 
" | hisa&,inthe 65. of his age hauing reigned 56. yeeres, and 20. daies. eA time that 

'Keg 5 7 bath held vs long, and taken vp more then a tenth part from the Norman Inuaſion to this pre- 
ſent : and yeelaed notes of great varietie with many examples of a craſie, and diſeaſed State, 

bred both bythe inequalirie, of this Princes manners, and the impatience of a ſiubborne No- 

bili 'e. « 

He had by his wife Ehorer fixe ſonnes, whereof only two ſurviued him, Edward and 
Edmond : and two daughters, which lived to be married , Margnerer the elicit to A- 
lexander King of Scots. Beatrice the other to Johnthe firſt intituled Duke of Brittare, 


His iflue, 


Here endeth the Life, and Raigne of Henry the third, 
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ITE Pon chedearh of Henry the State affchrbles at the rew! Temple, ard. 
ie, proclaimes his ſonne Edward King, thongh they knewwiot whorher | 
TPO) he were lining, ſweares fealty vnto 5hitht ciuſes a new:Sezle to bee 
SY} (o$8\-made:and appoints fit miniſters for the cuſtody of tis Freaſtte ard 
his Peace, whilſt hw{elfe remaines in'Paleſtine, where by\n eAfſaſm 
(making ſhew of dcliuc -r10g letters) hee recejucs rhebe- dangerous 
| IV gounds with a poiſoned knife ,whereofhe was hardly Fecured; After 
three yeares trauell,from the time of his ſetting foorth, and many conflicts without a- 
ny great effet Hiſappointed of his aydes, and his ends, he leanes eAcan( which he went 
ro relieue)weltfortificd;and manned:returnes homeward, lands 1n Szcite,is toyally fea- 
ſted by Charles the King thereot- paſſes through Jraly, with all the honoar could bee 
thew ed him,both by the Pope,and the Princes there. Thence deſcends 1nto Baxrgoone ; 
chere at the foore of the eAlpes,he is met by many of rhe Nobility of Eneland. ,-and 
thine challenged by the Earle of Chavlozn (a fierce man ar Armes) to a Turncament : 


then became his Eſtate,and dignity.From rhence he comes downe into France, whete 
he doth homage for all the Territories he 11-1d of that Crowne. 


And after fixe yeards; fro n his fir{t ſcrting our, hee returnes 1nto England : « Recciues 
the Crowne( without which he had beene a King al:noit three yeares) arthe hands 
of Robert Archbiſhop of Canterbury in September 1275. And with hin is Elzanr his 
Queene lik-wiſe Crowned at Weſtminſter. eAlex ae King of Scots, and John 
Duc of Brttaine, (who both had marryed his Siſters )becing o preſent at the ſolem- 


The ſpirit and abilities of this Prince ſhewed in the beginning of his ARtions vnder 
his Farher,after the great Defeir he gaue the Barons at Eneſh.22 ; The proſecution of 
the dilhs ried Mutiners of the Kingdo: me: The expotition of his Perſon to all hazards, 

and traunule: His ſingle Combar with Adam Gordim the Outlaw ncere Farnham : His | 
| grext aduenture and Arte: 1pts in the Eaſt : And finally his long experience 1n the af- | 

Fires ofthe World, with his Maturity of yeares (being abour 35. before hee canic to. 
the C-owvne)might well preſage what an able Maſter he would prooue inthe mannage | 
| thereof. And how (Dy theſe aduantages of Opinon,and Reputation) he was likely (as he | 
di4)to maice 2 higher Impronement of che Royalty; hauing wonne,or worne out, the | 
greatcit of thoſe who heretofore oppoſed the ſame. 1nſo muchas hee ſcemes the £: lt | 
Conqueror,afcer the Conqueror that got the: Domination of this State 1ntharemi- 
nent manner,as by his gouernment appeares. 

And euen ar his firſt Parliament,held thorrly after his Coronation 2t IV: + ppt 
made t:i2ll of their patience,and had the Frftcenth of all their goods(Clear; gyand Lay) 
granted vie him, without any Noyſe as we heare off. The Clear -gre hauing veel Ided he- 
fore 2 Tenth for ot 0 YEErs tO be paid to him,& his brother Edmond toward the charge | 
of the Holy warre, But yet all this could not diuert the Defignes hc had to abate the | 
power E ccleſt zafticall , which by experience of former times, he found to be a PaiT 


and eſtimarion with, the World ) be began to ſet vpon their priuiledges. And 
in 49 Reg.6. ( to extend ſaith the Monkiſh Hiſtorie,the Royall Authoritic ) hee de- | 
priued many famous Monaſteries throughout Enzland of their Liberties, avd tooke | 
fron the Abbot,and Couent of rweſtminſter the Returne of Writtes graunted them by | 
the Charter of his Father King Henry 3-The next ycere after he got to be enacted the | 
\taruce of AMfortmaine, to hinder the increaſe of their remporall poſſesfions ( which 
made them ſo powerfull ) as being detrimentall to the Kingdome, and the Mulicarte 
P ſcruice | 


Whercin againe he hazards his perſon tothew his valor, which may ſeeme tobe more | 


' 


nity. : | by eo.” 
S) 


OQuintam De- 
| CIMTATRB OWHHUTTE 


| Clericorum, 
growne t00 ſtrong tor the Soucraigntie , whenſoeucr they combined with the Lay No- | quamI.icorum 


bilitie : and cherefore now at firſt ( whiltt he was1n the exaltation both of opinion | w andiro more 


Anno. 
Reg. 


————————  — — 


he is ſumpruouſly entertayned, Land feaſted by Philip 3.(\urnamed the Hardy)ro whom | 


Thence he departs i into Aqzitayre,where he ſpent much time in ferling his affaires. | 
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| of Knight-hood: matched him to the daughter of the Earle of Derby, a rich Widdow : 


ſeruice of the ſame. In the ſecond Statute of Weſtminſter, he defalked the Iuriſdidti- 
on of Ecclefiaſticall Indges, Hee left not heere , bur afterward growing more vpon 
them, herequired the Moietie of all their goods , as well Temporall,as Spiritual), for 
one yeare : which (thought put them into extreame perplexity andgricte ) they yer 
were faineto yeeld to his demand. And at the firſt propounding thereof, cne Sir 
John Hauerimg Knight ſtands vp. amongſt them ,as they were aſſembled in the Refeo.. 
ry of the Monkes at Weſtminſter(and ſaid) Reuerend Fathers, if any hecre will contradict 
the Kings demand in this bufineſſe;let him ſtand out in the middeſt of the Aſſembly , that 
his perſon may bee knowne , and ſeene,, as one guilty of the Kings peace. At which 
ſpeech they allſate mute. So much were the times altered ſince the late rezgne of the | 
father, wherein ſuch a bufineſſe could not haue fo paſſed. But now this Active King be- 
ing come home, and having compoſed his affaires abroad, mult needes be working, 
borh to farisfie his owne deſire in amplifying his power, and intertayning his peo- 
ple in thoſe times incompatible of reſt ; and therefore ſome action mult bee raken in 
hand. 

rales,that lay neereſt the danger of a ſuperiour Prince , and had euer ſtrugled for 
liberty,and therule of a Natine Goucrnor , had alwayes beene the Recepracle, and 
ayde of the Rebellious of England : had ever combined with Scorland to diſtutbe the 
peace, and gonernment thereof : hauing neuer her borders without blood, and miſ 
chiefe; was an apt ſubie& to bee wrought vpon in this time, And occaſions are 
ealily taken , where there 1s a purpoſe to quarrell, eſpecially with an Inferiour. 
Leoline, now Prince of that Prouince, who had fo long held in the fire of the Jate ci- 
nill warres of England (and deerely payde for it)) hauing refuſed vpon ſummons to 
come to the Kings Coronation, and after to his firſt Parliament, alleadged hee well 
remembred how his father Gr:fjiz burſt his necke out of the Tower of London, for 
which hee brooked nor that place, and therefore returned anſwer, That in any other, 
vpon Hoſtages ginen him , or Commiſſioners ſent to take his Fealty,hee would (as it ſhould | 
pleaſe the King ) bee ready to render it. This gaue occaſion that King Edward the next 
yeare after , goes with a powerfull Armie : enters his Country with Fire and Sword 
inſo fierce manner, as Leolme (vnable to reſfiſt)ſues for Peace, and obtaines ir, but 
vpon thoſe conditions, as made his Principalicie little different from the tenure 
ofa ſubie&t. And beſides he was-finedn fifty thouſand pounds ſterling , and to pay 
I 000.pounds per annum for what he held, which was but for his owne life. But yer 
the King to gratifie him in ſome thing that might be a rye to this peace, reſtored vn- 
to him Elionor( daughter to Simon Montfort late Earle of Leiceſter )who,with her bro- 
ther Almericke had beene lately taken priſoners by certaine ſhippes of Briſtol, as ſhee 
was paſſing out of Franceinto ales, to bee made the miſerable wife of this vafortu- 
nate Prince. Whoſe reſtraint, and affliction might perhaps bee a morine, the rather 
toincline him to this lowneſle of ſubmiſſion, and accord : which, as it was made by 
force (an vnſure contractor of Couenants) ſo was it by diſdaine, as ill an obſerver, 
ſoone broken. And eytherthe 111 adminiſtration of Iuſtice vpon the Marches(the 
perpetuall Fire-matches of bordring Princes) or the euer-working paſſſon of defire 
of Liberty inthe Welſh, threw open . againe (within three yeares) this ill infenſed 
cloſure. And out is Leoline tn armes ; ſurpriſes the Caſtles of Flinr,and Rathland,with 
the perſon of the Lord Clifford ſent Tuſticiar into thoſe parts : and commits all a&s 
of Hoſtility.With him toynes his brother Dauid,on whom King Edward(to make him 
his,finding him of a more {tiring ſpirit)had beſtowed after the laſt accord,the honour! 


and giuen him,in ſtead of his other lands,the Caſtle of Denbigh with 1000. ponnds per 
annum. All which graces could not yet hold him backe from thoſe powerfull inclinati- 
ons of Nature.'T he ayaing his Country,the partaking with his Brother, and the attempting 
of Liberty. 

n King Edward aduertiſed of this Reuolt(becing at the Y3ze in pil:ſhire prepares an 
Army to. repreſſe it. Bur before his ſetting foorth, hee priuately goes to vilit his 
Mother Queene Elionor liuing in the Nunzery at Amsbury; with whom whilſt he con- 


ferred | 


tt 
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ferred,there was brought into the Chai ber one who faigned him{clfe (being blinde ) 
to haue recciued his fight at the Tombe of Henry 3. As foone as the King ſaw the 
man,he formerly knew him to be a moſt notorious lying Villaine. 4nd Wiſhed his 
Arother in ns caſe tobeleexe him. His mother, who much rezoyced roheare of rhis Mi- 
racle(for the glory of her husband) grew {odainely into rage, ard willed the King to 
auoyde her (hamber. The King obcyes, and going forth mectes with a Clergy man, to 
whom hetels the tory of this Impoſter,and merrily ſaid, He knew the Tuſtice of bis fa- 
ther to be ſuch that he would rather pull out the eies (being whole ) of ſuch a wicked wreath, 


then reſtore them to their ſight. 
The Archbiſhop of Canrerbury (to whom the Welſh had before ſenta Roll of their 
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| grieuances,and the cauſes that drauethen to reuolt } of himſelfe goes, and labours 
ro bring 1n Leoline, and his brother toa reſubmiſs1on and {tay the ruine which hee | 


fore-ſaw would light vpon the Nation. Bur nothing could hee cfte&, certaine petry 
defeits Leolime hadgiuen to the Engliſh : the inſtigation of his people : the conceir 
ofa Prophecy of erlin(that Ginne of Error ) how hee ſhould be ſhortly crowned with the 
Diadeie of B:ute ; ſo ouerweighed this poote Prince, as hee had no eare for Peace, 


A * 
ww $9 


and ſhottly after no head; the ſame being cut off (after he was ſlaine in batraile by a | 


common ſouldier,and ſent to King Edward Who (as ithis death were not ſufficient 
without hisreproach) cauſed rh» fame to bee crowned with Tme, and {ct vpon the 
Tower of London. Tnis was the en] of Leolinethe laſt of the Welſh Princes, betrayed 
(as they write)by the men of Buelth, 


Shortly after, to finith this worke of blood, 1s Dawid his brother taken in IWales, | 


and judged in England to an 1gnominious death. Firit drawnear a hott tayle abour 
the City of Shrewsbary, then beheaded , the Trunck of his Body deuided, his Heart, 
and Bowels burnt , his head ſent to accompany that of his brother on the Tower 
of London,his foure quarters to foure Cities, Briſtoll, Northampton, Yorke, and Win- 
cheſter : amanifold execution, and the firſt thewed in that «ind to this Kingdome, 
12 the perſon of the ſonne ofa Prince,or any other Noble man,that we read of in our 
Hiſtory. 

But this example made of one, of another , grew after to be vſuallro this Nation. 
And even this King ( vnder whom it began) had the blood ot his owne, and his bro- 
thers race, miſerably ſhed onmany a ſcattold. And 1uſt at the ſealing of this Con- 
on. ſt , »Alphonſus his eldeſtſonne ofthe age of 1 2. yeares (a Prince of great hope)is 
taken away by death. And Edward, lately borne at Carnaruan (an intant, vncertaine 
how to proone) isheire to the Kingdome ; and the firſt of the Evglith intituled 
(Prince of Wales) whoſe vnnarurall deſtruction , wee thall likewiſe heare of in his 
tire, 

Bat thus cane Wales (all that ſmall portion lett vnto the Britraznes the ancient 
r -{{cffors of this I 12) to bee vnited ro the crowne of England, Ano, Reg.11. And 
{trange It 15 how it could fo long ſubfit of it ſelfe, as did; haning little or no 
avde of others; little or no ſhipping (the heredrary detect of their Aunceltors) no 
Alliance,no confederation, no intelligence with any forraine Princes of power out 
of this Iſle : and being by fo potent a Kingdome as this, fo otren inuaded,' fo often 
reduced to extremity , loeagerly purſued, almoſt by euery King, and ſaide, to haue 
beene (by many of them) ſubdued, when 1t was nor ; mult necds ſhew the worthi- 
nefe of the Nation, and their noble courage to preſerue their liberty. And how it 
was now at laſtgotren,and vpon what ground weſce; Bar the ctte& prooues better 
then thecauſe,and hath made ir good. For in ſuch Acquiſitions as theſe , the Sword 
1s not to giue an Account to 7aſtice ; the publike benefite makes amends. Thoſe 
miſerable Miſchiefes that afflicted both Nations come heereby extinguiſhed. The 
D-nifion and Plurality of Staresin this Ifl2, haning euer made 1t the Stage of blood, 
and covfuſion : as if nature that had ordained ir but one Peece , would hauc it to bee 


gouerned but by one Prince , andone Law, 


eſtabliſhed the gouernment there- 


prouident topreſerue then ſubdue this Prouince) 
P 
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| nerall cowplaints made vnto him of the 111 adminiſtration of Tuſtice in his abſence) 


Reg.16 


of according to the Lawcs of England, as may bee ſecne by the Statute of Ruthlard, ' 
Ano,Reg.12. | | 

This worke effeced,and ſetled. King Edward paſſes ouer into France (vpon no- | 
tice of the death of Philp le Hardy }to renue and confirme ſuch conditions,as his State | 
required in thoſe parts with the new King Philip 4. (intituled & Bel Jro whom hedoth | 
Homage for Aquitaine, hauing before quitred his claime to Normandy for euer. And ' 
afrerwards accommodates the difterences berweene the Kings of Sicile,and Aragon | 
in Spaire (to both of whom he wasallied) and redeemes Charles entituled Prince of 
eAchaia (the ſonne of Charles King of Sicile)priſoner in e Aragon, paying for his ran- 
ſome thirty thouſand pounds. 

After three yeares and a halfe beeing abroad, he returnes into Englard, which muſt 
now ſupply his Coffers emptyed in this Voyage. And occaſion isginen (by the ge- 


to infli& penalties vpon the chiete Miniſters thereof ; whoſe manifeſt corrupriens 
the hatred of the people to men of thet profeſſion (apt to abuſe their Science, and 
Authority )the Neceſſity of reforming ſo grieuons a miſchicfe in the Kingdome, gaue 
| eaſie way thereunto by the Parliament then aflembled;wherein, vpondue examinati- 
| ons, and proofe of their extortions , they are fined to pay to the King theſe ſummes 
following. 

| Firſt Sir Ralph Hengham Chicfe Inuſtice of the higher Bench,feuen thouſand Marks, 
| Sir Jobn Loueton Tuſtic: of the lower Bench, three thouſand Markes. Sir Wzll;am 
| Bromton Tuſtice,6000. Markes. Sir Solomon Rocheſter, foure thouſand Markes. Sir Ri- 
chard Boyland, 4000. Markes. Sir T hamas Soaington, two thouſand Markes. Sir Walter 
Hopton,2coo.Markes : theſe foure laſt were Iuſtices Itenerants. Sir William Sahans 
3000. Markes. Robert Lithbury Maſter of the Rolles, 1c 00. Markes. Roger LexceHer, 
1000. Markes. Henry Bray Eſcheater, and Iudge for the Tewes, 1000. Markes. But 
Sir e Adam Stratton Chiete Baron of the Exchequer was fined in 34000. Markes. And 
T homas Wayland(found the greateſt delinquent, and of the greateſt ſubſtance) hath 
all his goods, and whole eſtate confiſcated to the King, Which were it but cquall to 
that of Sir « Adam Stratton,theſe fines being to the Kings Coffers aboue one hundred 
thouſand Markes ; which, at the rate (as money goesnow ) amounts to aboue 300. 
thouſand Markes. A mighty treaſure to bee gotten out of the hands of ſo few men. 
Which,how they could amnaſle in thoſe dayes, when Litigation,and Law had not (pred 
it ſeife into thoſe infinit wreathings of contention (as ſince it hath)may ſecme ſtrange, 
euen to our greater getting times.But peraduenture now the number of Lawyers, be. 
ing growne bigger then the Law(as all tradesof profit come ouerpeſtred with multi. 
tude of Traders)isthe cauſe (that like a huge Riuer diſperſed into many little Rilles) 
their ſubſtances are of a ſ{inaller proportion, then thoſe of former times, and Offices 
now of TIndicature peraduenture more piouſly executed, | 
Of no leſſe grieuance, this King the next yeare after eaſed his people , by the ba- | 
niſhment of the Iewes ; for which the Kingdome willingly granted him a Fifteenth. | 

Hauing before(in Anno,Reg.g, offered a fift part of their goods to have them cxpel- 
led, bur then the ewes gaue more , and fo ſtayed till this time , which brought him | 
2 greater benefit by confiſcating all their Immooueables with theirTalleis , and ob. / 
ligations which amounted to infinite valew. But now hath hee made his laſt com- 
modity of this miſerable people , which hauing beene nener vnder other couer 
then the will of the Prince , had continually ſerued the turne in all the neccfſarie 
occaſions of his Predeceſlors,but eſpecially of his father and himſelfe. And in theſe 
reformationsthat are caſcfull, and pleaſing to the State in generall; the Iuſtice of 
the Prince is more noted, thenany other motiue,which may bee for his profit. And 
howſocuer ſome particular menſuffer(as ſome muſt euer ſuffer)yer they are the faireſt, 
and ſafeſt waies of getting:in regard the hatred of the abules, not onely diſcharges the 
Prince of al imputation of rigor,but renders him more beloued & reſpected ofhis peo. 
ſe. And this King, hauing much to doc for money (comming to anempty Crowne) 
was driuen to all ſhifts poſſible to ger ir,and great ſupplies wee finde, hee had alread y 
drawne 
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drawne from his ſubicas. As in the firſt yeare of his Raiene, Pope Gregory procured , 

hin a Tenth of the Clergy for 2.yeares;beſides a Fifteenth of them, & the T emporalty. 

In the third likewiſe another Fifteenth of both. In the Fifr,a T wenrieth of their go0ds | 

rowards the Welſh warres. In the ſcaucnth the Old Money was was called in, and new 

coyned in regard it had beene much defaced by the Tewes, for which 2957, were at rb - wg 
one tine executed at London,and this brought him 1n a great benefir. In eAnno,Reg.s. DN = ng 
{ecking toexamin? mens Titles to their Lands by a Writ of Quo Warrante(which op- | Money. 
poſed by tac Earle Warreme, ho drew out his ſword vpon the Writte,ſaying, How by 
the ſame he held his Land and thereby would make good his T enure) the Kino defifts and 
obtaines a Fifteenth of the Cl:72y, In the eleanenth, he had a T hirrzerh of the Tempo- 
ralty and a T wentieth of the Clergie for the Welſh Wars. In the Thirteenth, Eſcnage, forty | 
ſhillings for cuery Knights fee for the ſame purpoſe, Inthe fourteenth, he had athou- 
fan Marks of certaine Marchants fined for falle Weights. In rhe ſeauenteenth, thoſe 
fines fore-declared of the Iudges. In thzerghteenth, this Conkſcarion of /ewes,and a | 
fifteenth of the engliſh After this Anno, Re g.nimeteerth pretending a Voyage to the Holy 
Land, the (lergygrancs him an elcauenth part of all MoouczEles, and ſhortly after 
the Popeprocures him a T enth for fixe yeares to bee colletted in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, and 11yde vp in Monaſteries vntill hee were entzed into Mare Maggror, | 
Bur hee made the Colle&ors pay him the money gathered for three yearcs withour | 
going (o farre , hauing occaſion to vie itat home, about the purcha& of a new King- 
dome. 

For,thecrowne of Scorland(vpon the deathof King Alexander,andof the diughter IZO0 

of his daughter Margaret,who wasto inherit) was now.1n controuerſte,Sixe Comperi- A : 

tors pretend title thereunto all deſcending tiom Darrd Earle of Huntingdon, younger | nnd. 
brother to Will:am King of Scots,and great Vncle to this lare King Alexander. This ti- Reo I 
tle King Edward takes vpon him to decide, pretending a right of Supe, tority from his SY / 
Anceſtors oner that kingdome.The Scots which ſwayed the Interregnum, are conſtray- | The gwen 
ped for auoiding further inconueniences,tomake him Arbiter therof,and the fix Com- | of his Wars 
 peritors bound to ſtand to his Award. Two are eſpecially found, betweene whom | with Scorlnd. 

1 Right lay : John Baliol Lord of Galloway, and Rebert Bruce : the one deſcending 
" »n anelder Daughter , the other from a fonne of a younger Daughter of el", | OO Oe 
who had 1.arrved theeldeſt Daughrer cf this Dauid brother to King #/:il:am. The ron Agua oo 
_ ontronerfie h<1d long. Twelue of cither Kingdome learned in the Jawes, arc ele&ed | Scots to arbi- 
to debate the ſame at Berwicke: All the beſt Cunlians in the Vnuerſities of Fraxce are | trate the right 
foilicired to giue their opinions, the difterences, and perplexedues whercof made | F wy + "ug 
tne deciſſion more difficult : According to the Natzre of Litigation that cuer | rain ” 
begettes rather Doubrs then Refolutzons, and neuer knowes well how to make an I 9 I 
King Edward, the better to {way this buſinefſe by his preſence, takes his Tour- Al 10 

nev Northward, and whileſt he ſought to compaſſe greater feliciry, he loſt the bct- a 
ter part of what hee had in this world, his deere conſort Elianor (whohadeuer atten- | 'Reg.18 
ded hin in all his Fortunes, the Paragon of Queenes,and the honor of Woman-hood: | Qu I Elie 
who is ſaid to haue ſucked the poiſon out of the wound giuenhimby the Afſaſen in the | a gies, 
Eaſt, when no other meanes could preſerue his life) dies by the way in Lincolnſhire. | Her Praiſe. 
With whoſe Corps,inextreame griefe he returnes back to Weſtminſter, cauſing (at all 
eſpeciall places where it reſted by the Way )goodly ergrauen Crofles, with her Statue 
to be ereed. As at Stamford altham,weſt-cheape,Charing and others, Gratefull Mo- | 


numents of his affe&ion,and her renowned F Ss 
Her Funcrals performed , backe hee ret ScottifGghulineſſe : An now 

fixe yeares it was fince the Death of King and much time hauing beene 
{enr, and nothing concluded in this contron g Edward that would bee ſure GS 

; X . | 3 Sccoriſh Hiſt. 
( whoſeuer preuailed)to haue the hand thatſho ake him, deales priuately with 
Bruc*(who had the weaker Title but the more friends) and promiſes him, ifhee would 
yeeld Fealty and Homage to the Crowne of England, hee would inueft him in thar of 


Scotland, Bruce anſweres,Hee was not ſo deſirous of Rale as thereby to infrange the Liber- 
| P tres 
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| Aberaeth.And the brother of his Earle now proſecuted in Law , before the King Ba- 


ties of his Countrey. Then with the like offer he ſets ypon Ball, who hauing better 
right but leflſe loue of the people , and more greedy of a Kingdome , then honour 
yeeldes thereunto : 1s Crowned King at Scoxe : hath Fealty done him of all the chiefe 
Nobility,except Bruce : comes to New caſtle vpor Tyne where King Edward then lay: 
and there (with many of his Nobles) ſweares Fealty , anddid Homage vnto him , as 
his Soueraigne Lord. Whidh Aa, as hee thought done to ſecure him , ouer-threw 
him. For, beeing little beloued before, heereby he became Ile : ſuch as ſtood for 
Bruce, and others of the Nobility (more tender of the preſeruation of their Countries 
liberty) grew into Stomacke againſt him ; as hauing not onely diſcontented them 
in this A&, but ſhortly after in his Tuſtice, in the caſe of the Earle of Fife, one of the 
fixe Gouernours in the time of the Anarchie, who had beene flayne by the Family of 


— 


lioll in his high Court of Parliament(where hauing no right done him, King Balzol 
ciuving Indgement on the fide of the eAberneths)the wronged Gentleman appealesro 
che Court of the King of England. King Ball is thither ſummoned : appeares, fits 
with King Edward in his Parliament till his cauſe was to be tried,and then is hee cited 
by an Officer to ariſe and ftand ar the place appointed for pleading : He craues to an- 
ſwere by a Procurator - it is denied:then himlſelte arifes,and difcends to rhe ordinary 
place,and defends his cauſe, 

With which Indignity (as hee tooke it) hee returnes home, with a breaſt full 
charged with indignation : Meditates reuenge , renewes the ancient League with 
France : Confirmes it with the marriage of his ſonne Edward, with a daughter of 
Charles brother to King Phzlip , glad, in regard of late offences taken againſt the 
King of England, to unbrace the ſame : Which done, Baliol defies King Edward : re. 
nounces his Allegiance as vnlawtully done, beeing not in his power (without the con- 
ſent of the State) to doe any ſach a&t. Hereupon brake out that mortall difſention 
betweene the two Nations (which during the raigne of the three laſt Scottiſh Kings 
had held faire correſpondence together)that conſumed more Chriſtian blood;wrought 
more ſpoyle, and diſtruftion, and continued longer then cuer quarrell wee read of 
did betweene any two people of the World. For hee that began it could not end it, 
That Rancor which the Sword had bred, and the perpetually-working deſire of Re- 
uenge of wrongs (that ener beget wrongs )laſted almoſt three hnndred yeares. And 
all the Succeſſors of this King (euento the laſt, before this blufſed Vnion) haue had 
their ſhares more or lefſe in this miſerable affliction, both to their great exſpence of 
treaſure,and extreame hindrance in all other their deſigies. Although the intention of 
this great and Marſhall King for reducing this whole He vnder one gouernment, 
was Noble,and according to the Nature of power, ane greatneſſe, that cuer ſeekes to 
extend it (elfe as tarre as it can : yet all ſuch Aftions hath much of iniquity , ſo had 
this, and we ſee 1t was not force or the Sword could effee it. God hath fore-decreed 
ro make it his owne worke by a cleaner way, and ordained it for an vnſtained hand 
to ſet ir rogether in peace,thar it might take the more ſure, and laſting hold, which 
otherwiſe 1rconld neuer haue done. Violence may ioyne Territories, but never af- 
fe&ionsrogether; which onely muſt grow voluntarily, and bee the worke of it ſelfe. 
And yet nodoubt it was in the deſigne of this King to haue obtained it tn the faireſt 
manner he could. As firſt ſhewes his ſeeking to match his ſonne Edward with Jar- 
garet daughter to the King of Nerway,grand.child , and heire to the laſt King elex- 
ander , who (dying an Infant ſoone after her grandfather) diſappointed his hopes 
that way : anddraue him to ha re to his Soueraignty, which beeing oppoſed, 
hee was forced to take the w nce,both to maintaine his owne honour, and 
roeffet what hee had beg of the miſerable cuents were ſuch , as now 
we may well ſpare their mem e content thoſe bloody Relations ſhould bee 
razed out of all Record : butt erue to ſhew vs the wofull calamities of our 
ſeparation, and the comtortable bleſſings wee- enioy by this our happy Vnion, 
Neither doth it now concerne vs to ſtand vpon any points of Honour, whether of 
the Nations did the braueſt Exploites in thoſe times, ſeeing who had the better was 


beaten 
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beaten , neither did the ouercommer conquer , when hee had done what hee could : | 


That little which was gained , coſt ſo much more then it was worth , as it had beene 
better not to haue beene had at all. Andifany fide had the Honour, it was the inua- 
ded nation, which being the Weaker, and Smaller, ſeemes neuer to haue beene ſub- 
| dued, though often ouercome : Continuing (notwithſtanding all theirmiſeries) reſo- 
lure to preſcrue their Liberties ; which neuer People of the World more Nobly de- 
fended, againſt ſo Potent, and rich a Kingdome as this, by the which, withour an ad- 
mirable hardinefſe, and Conftancae, it had beene impoſsible, but they mult haue beene 
brought to an vtter conſternation. 

For all what the Powre of this Kingdome could do (which then pur all the ſtrength 
to doe what it could) was ſhewed in this Kings time : Who now (vponthis defe&i- 
on of King Bake, and his League made with France) Counter-leagues with all the 
Princes he could draw in, either by gifts, or Alhance to ſtrengrhen his partie abroad. 
As firſt with Guy Earle of Flanders , with whoſe Daughter hee ſeekes ro match his 
Sonne Edward. Then with Adolph de Naſſaw the Emperor , to whom hee ſends Fif- 
teene thouſand pounds Sterling to recouer certaine lands of the Empire which Adolph 
claimed in France: He had likewiſe married one of his daughters to the Duke of Barr, 
who pretends Title to Champaign, another to /oba Duke of Brabant : All which, with 
many other confining Princes, hee ſets vpon the King of France ; who had (for Cer- 
raine ſpoiles committed on the Coaſt of Normandy , by the Engliſh , and no redrefſe 
obtained)ſummoned King Edward , as owing Homage to that Crowne , to appeare 
and anſwer it in his Court, which he refuſing to doe , isby an Arreſt condemned to 
forfeir all his Territories in France : And an Armie is preſently ſent forth to ſeize vp- 
pon the ſame, led by Charles de Valozs, and Arnold de Neele Conſtable of France. 
Burdeaux with diuers other Peeces of importance are taken, and fortified. For the re- 
couerie whereof, the King of Ezgland ſends oner his Brother Edmend Earle of Lanca- 

fter, the Earles of Lincolne and Richmond with cight and twentie Banners, Seauen 
hundred men at Armes, and a Nauie of three hundred and fixtie Saile. And notwith- 
ſtanding all this mightie charge, and Forces imployed in thoſe parts. King Edward 
ſets vpon King Balzol (refufing vpon Summons to appeare at his Court at Newcaſtle, 
ſtanding vpon his owne Defence) and enters Scorland with an Armie ſufficient to 
Conquer a farre mightier Kingdome , conſiſting of foure thouſand men at Armes 
on Hotſe , and thirtie thouſand Foote, beſides 500. Horſe, and one thouſand foote 
i of the Biſhop of Dureſme : intending here ro make fpeedie worke that hee might 
afterward paſſe oucr Sea. toayde his Confederates, and beereuenged of theKing of 
France. 

Berwicke is firſt wonne Mith the death of fiftcene Thouſand Scers, ( our writers, re- 
port more ; but nothing 1s more vncertaine then the number of the flaine in Battales; 
and after that the Caſtles of Dunbarre, Roxboronugh, Edenborough, Sterli:g, and Saint 
Iohns Towne were wonne or yeelded vnto him , King Bal! ſues for peace : Sub- 
mits himſelfe;rakes againe his oath of Fealrie to King Edward as his Soueraigne Lord. 
Which done,a Parliament for Scotland was held at Berwick, wherein the Nobility did 

likewiſe Homage vnto him,confirming the ſame by rhejr Charter vnder their hands 
and Seales. Onely Willizm Dowglaſſe retuſes,content rather to endure the miſery of 
a Priſon, then yeelde to the ſubie&ion of England. King Baliol ( Notwithſtanding 
his ſabmiſsion ) is ſent Priſoner into Englard,ajter his foure yeeres dignitie, I cannor 
ſay Raigne : Forit ſeemes hee hadbur Ittle power, and King Edward returnes from 
rhis expedition, leauing John Warrem Earle of Surrey and Suſſex, Warden of all Scor- 
land , Hugh Creſſingham Treaſurer , and Ormeſley Chiete Iuſtice, with Commilsion 
to take in his name the Homages , and Fealties of all ſuch as helde Lands of that 
Crowne. 

And heere this Conqueſt might ſceme to haue beene effc&ed, which yet was not. 
It muſt coſt infinite more Blood, Trauaile,and Treaſure, and all ro as little effet. And 
now the French buſineſſes (that require ſpeedy helpe)are wholly intended, For which 


King Edward cals a Parliament ar Saint Edmonds Bury, wheretnthe Citizens, and 
| Bur- 
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' his prote&ion,whereby they were to hauc no Iuſtice in any of his Courts(a ſtraine of 


| downe in their Churches the fifth part of all theirgoods , rowards the maintenance of 
the Kings warres : whereby they appeazed his wrath, and were receiued into grace. 

| Butthe Archbiſhop of Canterbury by whoſe anieation the reſt Rood our , hd all his 
; goods ſcized on , andall the Monaſteries within his Diocefſe and part of Lincolze, 


' the Monkes, conuerting the reſt to the Kings vie, At Iength by much ſvite , the Ab- 
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| went 1nperſon they would attend him , otherWyiſe not. Which anſwer more oftends, and 


EI ON NNNGER 


| that ſhould. Whereupon Humfrey Boehun Earle of Hereford high Conſtable , and Roger 


Burgeſſes of good Townes granted the eighth part of their goods, and other of the 
people a rewelfth part. But the Clergie ('vpon a prohibition from Pope Boniface, that 
no Tallage or Impoſition, layde by any lay Prince , vpon whatſocuer appertained to 
the Church ſhould be paide) abſolutely refule to giue any thing. Which Prohibition 
may ſeeme to haue beene procured by themſclues, in regard of the many Levies larcly 
made vpon theeſtate Ecclefiaſticall. As in Azzo Reg. 22, they paied the moyric of 
of their goods; of which the Abbay of Camerbury yeelded 596. pounds 7. ſhillivgs | 
and 10. pence : and beſides furniſhed fixe horſes for the Sea-coalts. This Leauic as 
Srow notes 11 his colle&ion amounted to fixe hundreth thouſand pounds. And in Aro 
Reg.23-the King ſcized into his hands all the Priories Aliens, and their goods. Beſides 
hee had a Loane of the Clergie, which amounted to 100, thouſand pounds , whereof 
the Abbat of Bury paide 655. pounds. 

Notwithſtanding now , vpon this their refuſall , the King puts the Clergie out of 


State beyond any of his Predeſſours) which {o amazed them beejng expoſed ro all 
offences and iniuries whatſoeuer , and no meanes to redrefle themſelues, as the Arch- 
biſhop of Yorke, with the Biſhops of Dureſme, Ely, Salisbury, Lincolne, yeelded to lay 


— 


raken into the Kings hands , and Wardens appointed to miniſter onely neccffaries to 


bats, and Prieſts giuing the fouth part of their goods , redceme then ſclues, and the 
Kings fauour. Thus will Marrtiall Princes haue their turnes ſcrued by their SubicRs, in 
the times of their Neceſsities howſoeuer they oppoſe it, 

During this contra with the Clergie , the King callesa Pariiament of his Nobles 
at Salistury, without admilſsion of any Church-men ; wherein , hee requires certaine of 
the great Lords to goe unto the warresof G afcome, which required a preſent {upply,vpon 
the death of his brother Edmond (who hauing ſpent much treaſure , and time in the 
ſiege of Burdeaux without any ſucceſle, retyres to Bajon,then in poſleſsion of the Eng- 
liſh, and there ends his life. But they all making their excuſes, enery man for himſelfe; the 
King in great anger threatned they ſhould either goe, or he would giue their lanas to others 


oO 


Bigod E«rlcof Norfolke 7arſhall of England,make their declaration, that if the King 


beceing vrged againe ; the Earle Iſarſhall proteſied hee wortld willingly goe thither with 
the King, and march before him mn the Vantgard, as by right of inheritance he ought to doe, 
But the King told him plainely hee ſhould goe with any other, although himſelfe went not in 
perſon, 1am not ſo bound ſaid the Earle , nether will I take that zournty Withont you. The 
King ſwore by God, Sir Earle you ſhall goe or hang. And1 ſweareby the ſame oath, I will 
neither goe,nor hang faid the Earle ; and fo without leave departs, 

Shortly after the two karles afſembled many Noblemen, and others their friends 
to the number of thirty Bannercts , fo thar they were fifteene hundred men at Armes 
well appointed, and ſtood vpon their owne guard. The King like a prudent Prince 
who knew his times, proſecutcs them goras then, but lets thematrer paſſe : In regard 
that both his buſinefle in Frarce, and the preſsing neceſsitie of ayding his Confederars 
(whereon his horour , and whole cſtate abroad depended) called him ouer into Flen- 
ders; which the King of France had now inuaded ; pretending the ſame title of So- 
ueraignty to that Proutnce, as King Edward did to Scotland. And haning had intel- 
ligence of the intenacd Alliance,and other cefignes of the Earle Guy, ſends for him (as 
if knowing nothing thereof to come with his wie, and daughter to make merry with 
him at Pars:where in ſteed of feaſting,he makes him hispriſoner, and takes from him 
his Daughter, in regard he ſought being his vaſſall to match her to the Sonne of his ca- | 
pitall enemy. The Earle excuſes it the beſt he could, and by much mediation is releaſed, 


and | 
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(contrary to the Law of Nations) he complaines to the Pope, and other Princes, who 
earneſtly vrge the releaſe of the yong Lady , bur all in vaine ; and thereupon this 
Earle(preſuming on the ayde of his confederates) takes armes, and defies the King of 
France. Who now comes with an Army of ſixtie thouſand againſt him ; whichcauſed 
the King of England to make what ſpeed he could, to releeue this diſtrefſed Earle, and 
roleaue all his other buſineſſes at home in thar broken eſtare which hee did ; the Scors 
in rcuolt,and his owne people indiſcontent. For which yer hee tooke the beſt order 
hee could : leauing the adminiſtration of the Kingdome during his abſence to the 
Prince, and certaine eſpeciall Councellors, as the Biſhop of London, the Earle of War- 
wicke,the Lords Reginald Gray,and (sford, and beſides, torecouer the Clergie recci- 
aed the Archbiſhop of Canterbury.into fanour. 

And being ready now to take ſhip,the Archbiſhops, Biſhops,Earles, Barons, and the. 
Commons ſend him a Roll of the generall grieuances of his Subiefts : Concerning his 
T axes, Subſidies, and other Impoſitions;with his ſeeking to force their ſeruices, by unlawfull 
courſes: his late impoſt laydof forts: ſhillings vpon entry ſacke of Wooll hemng before but halfe 
a marks, eſtimating the Wooll of England eo a fift part of all the ſubſtance thereof. The King 
ſends anſwer, that he could not alter any thing without the aduice of his councell, which were 
not now about him : ard therefore required them , ſeeing they would not attend hinz in this 
zourney ( whichthey abſolutel; refuſed to doe though hee went wm perſon, vnleſſe hee had gone 
into Fance or Scotland) that they World yet doe nothing in his abſence prendiciall ro the 
peace of the Kingdome. eAnd that vpon his returne, hee would ſet all things in goodorder as 
ſhouldbe fir. © 

And ſo with 5oo. ſaile, eighteene thouſand men at Armes,he puts out forthis jour- 
ney,wherein Fortune ſhewed him, how ſhe would not be alwaies his : For contrary to 
his expeRation he found the Country of Flanders diſtracted into popular faGtions ; a 
rich and proud people,who though they were willing to ayde their Prince, and defend 
their liberties (which they reſpected more then their obedience) yet wouk they not 
be commanded otherwiſe then themſclues pleaſed. And now the King of France, dai- 
ly getting vpon them (hauing wonne Liſle, Doway, Courtray, Burges, and Dam; and 
the Emperour Adolph fayling of his ayde and perſonall aſsiſtance,as vn-interefſed con- 
federates often doe, eſpecially hauing receiued their gage before hand, as had rhis Em- 
perour to the ſumme of 100. thouſand Markes) draue the King of England into great 
perplexirie, and held him with long delayes , to his extreame rrauaile and expences : 
which forced him to ſend over for more ſupply of Treaſure, and giue order for a Par- 
lianent to be heldat Yorke by the Prince ; and ſuch as had the manage of the Stare in 
hisabfence. Wherein, for that he would not bee diſappointed , he condiſcends to all 
ſuch Articles as were demanded concerning the great Charter : promiling from 
thenceforth neuer to charge his ſubie&ts otherwiſe then by their conſents in Parlia. 
ment,and to pardon ſuch as had denied to attend hin in thisiourney. For which the 
Commons of the Realme granted him the ninth penny of their goods : the Archbi- 
ſhop of Camerbury,with the Clergie ofthe Proutnce, the Tenth p2nny : Yorke, and his 
P: ouince,the Fifth : ſo the Kings inltant wants are relecued, and the Kingdome fatis- 
fied for a preſent ſhift. Bur it 1s not well with a State , where the Prince , and people 
ſceke but ro obtaine their ſcuerall ends, and worke vponthe aduantages of each others 
neceſsities: for asit is vn-ſincere,(o it is often vnſucceſſetull,and the good ſo done hurts 
moce, then it pleaſures. Wo 

The King thus ſupplied, ſtates all this Winter in Gauzt , where his people commit- 
ting many outrages,ſo exaſperatsthe Gantozs; as they tooke armes, made head againſt 
them , flue many , and put the Kings perſon in great davger : ſo that, doewhar the 
Earle Guy, and himfelfe could to appeaſe them , in ſatisfying ſuch , as had receiued 
wrong , andgiuing the reſt faire words, he hardly could eſcape ſafe out of the Coun- 
trey ; whichratherdefired ro haue rhe Enghſh commodities , then their companies, 
This was the ſacceſſe of his journey into Flanders , which he leaues at the ſpring of 
the yeere, hauing concluded a truce with the King of France for two yeeres, And 
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and ſuffered to depart, but without his Daughter : of whoſe {urprize , and detention | 
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| ting ypon Scotland for the fame title.) It 1s recorded in their Hiſtories , that in the 
' ſpace of Elcuen yeeres, this quarrel coſt the lines of 100. Thouſand Frenchmen. Be- 
| Denier vpon liureof all Mertchandiſes, which in the Colle&ion bred great outcrics, 


| AfCEmPprters. - 


' and revaind the Towne of Berwicke, And all by the arnunation and conduc of uilli- 
am Wallice a poore priuate Gentleman(though nobly diſcended)who ſect: g his Coun- 
 ttie withouta Head, and thereby without a Heart (all the great men either in Captiut- 


| 


' King Eaward,with all his power )preuented him.Sc much could the ſpirit of onc braue 
| man worke , toſet vp a whole Nation vpon their teet , that lay vtte; ly caſt downe. 


| ven tomeere Vertue, mult be ener due vnto him. 


———_— er re eames 
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' calles he a Parliament, requiring all his Subte&ts that held of him by Knights ſervice, 
{ to be ready at Roxborough by a peremprorie day:whereare afſembled Three thouſand 


| Engizhh. And hauing therein good ſucceſſe, it ſo increaſed both his Courage, and 
| Company z as hee afterwards comes to bee the generall Gardian of the whole King- 
' Cone: leads their Armies ; effects thoſe great Defeirs vpon the Enemy : and was in 


| place he had:but that hee held it more glory to preſerue his Countrie , then to ot a 


the poore Eatle Gxy left to himſelfe ts ſhortly after made the prey of his enemy , and | 
his priſoner in Parzs; where he and his daughter both died of griefe. And Flanders is | 
reduced toa poſſz{sion, though not to the ſubiection of the King of France. For after | 
they kad receined him for their Lord, his exactions & oppreſsions vpon them contrary 
ro their ancient Liberties ſo armed the whole people, being rich and mighty , as they 
gaue France the greateſt wound that euer betore it reccjued ar one blow ; which was | 
atthe famous bartell of Coxrtray, wherein the Earle of Artoiſe Generall of the Army, | 
Arnold de Neel Conſtable of France, and all the Leaders with Twclue thouſand Gen. | 
tlemen were laine. And to thow what this King of Frazce got , by ſecking to attaine | 
this Soncraigntie of Flanders (as well, as we {hall heare of the King of Englands get- 


ſides it draue the King likewiſe to conſune the ſubſtances of his people,as wel as their 
blood, and to loade them with new mpoſitions as, that of Aallcroſte and the Terh 


and dangerous ſeditions among his Subiects : And theſe were the fruits of rhele grea 
Now for King Edward of England, he preſently after his returne, falles a new vÞoN 


Scorland, which in 11s abſence had beaten his ofticers , and people aloft ont of the 
Countrie, flaine Sir Hugh Creſſingham with 6000. Engliſh : reconered many Caſtles, 


tiz or ſubicRion) aſſembles certaine of as poore and deſperate eſtate as binſelte, and 
Ie:des then to atre:vpt vpon whatſocuer aduantages they cquld diſcover, to annoy the 


_——— 


poſsibilitie to haue abſolutely redeemed his Countrie, from the ſubic&ion of E neland 
(had nor ſome privare Emulation amongſt themſclucs , and the ſpeedie comming of 


I 


And as well might hee ar that time haue gotten the Dowinjon for himſclfe, as the 


Crowne. For which,he hath his immortall honour ; and whatſocuer praiſe can be o1- 


And now King Edward to bring lus worxe neere together, remooues his Exchequer 
and Courts of lultice to Yorke: where they continued aboue Sixe yeeres. And thither 


men at Arines on birded Horſcs; and Foure thouſand other armed men on Horſe 
without bards, with an Army on foot anſwerable, conſiſting moſt of Welſh, and Iriſh : 
beſides, Fine hundred men ar armes out of Gaſcorie, and withthis power wakes he his 
{econd exvedition into Scorland. | 

The Earles of Hereford,and Norfolke, notwithſtanding their former contempts, at- 
tend him. And although he were thus girt with all this ſtrength , and in the midſt of 
Ms mightineſle, they vige the ratifications of the Two Charters, and their Pardork: 
which they held nor ſufficient to ſecure them , in regard the King was out of the 
Rezlme, at the late granting thereof. The Biſhop of Dureſme, the Earles of Surrey, 
WrWicke and Gleceſter vnderrooke tor the King, that after hee had ſubdued his Enc. 
mics, and was returned , hee ſhould fatisfic rhem therein, And ſo theſe two Earles 
1th the Earle of Lzncolne, Led his Vauntguard at the famous Battell of Fonkzrke which 
the King of England gat, wherein are reported to beſlaine,” 200, Knights,” and For- 
ry thouſand toot of the Scors. Bur William Waflice with ſome few eſcaped to make 
more worke. 
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And here againe that Kingdome might ſeeme, as if quite ouercome. Moſt of the 
eſtates of the Earles , and Barons of Scotland (with their titles) that had ſtood: our , 
were beſtowed on the Ezgl;ſh Nobility,ro make them the more egax to maintaine and 
proſecute this Conqueſt. And a Parliament is called at Saimr Andrewes, where all the | 4 Parliement 
great men of that kingdome (exczpt onely Wallice) againe ſweare Fealrie to the King | 77 29m 
of England. | Phan 

The Scortsſh writers here (et a wide marke of Tyrannie vpon King Edward in this | The $c4121f, 
expedition , 4s mot content to carry away captiue all ſuch as might ſeeme to haue any the | writers in- 
teaſt ability to ſtirre : but alſo endeauours to extinguiſh if it Were poſſible, the very memory of | u61gh againſt 
the Nation: aboliſhing all their ancient lawes,traducing their Eccleſiaſtical rights, to the cu- | _ of =" 
ftome of England-dſþozling them of their Hiſtories : their mſtraments of Stare ; their An. Ms 
tique Monumens , left either by the Romanes , or erefted by thenſelues : tranſporting all 
their Bookes and Bookemen into Engiand ; Sending to London the Marble ſtone , wherein 
(as the Vulgar were perſwaded) the Fate of the Kingdome conſiſted : and left them nothing | 
that might either incite them to r:member their former fortune, or inſtrult generom ſpirits m 
the way of vertue and Worthineſſe. So that ke bereaued them not onely of therr ſtrength: but of 
their mindes : ſuppoſing thereby to eſtabliſh a perpetuall Domination ouer that Kingdome. 

This tourney ended,a Parliament 15 called art IWe/tminſfter wherein the promiſed con- _ 
firmation of the Two Charters, and the allowance of what disforrcftation had hereto- | Kd | 
. | fore becne made, was earneſtly vrged, and in the end wich much a doe grauted, with. | pete | 

4 omiſs1on of the Clauſe,Saluo Jure Corone notre, which the King laboured to haue inſer- 
ted , but the people would not indure the ſame - the perambulation of the Forreſts of 
England 1s committed to three Biſhops, three Earles,and three Barons. 

{Jn this little pauſe of Peace at home, a Concord is, by the mediation of Pope Bonz- : 
face, concluded with the King of France : whoſe ſiſter e F/argaret , the King of Eeg- [OI . 
land takes to wife inthe ſixtie two yeere of his age (ſomething too late for ſoyong | . 10 
a March) and the Daughter of the ſame King is likewiſe atfianced to the Prince, And 
thereupon reſtitution made of what had beene vſurped by the French King in Gaſcore. Keg. 2% 
Burdeaux retucnes to the obedience of the King of Ergland(to the Merchants of which 
Citie he paid 1 50.thouſand pounds for his brother Edmonds expences 1n the late wars, 
and all is well on that fide. Beſides the ſane Pope obtained pzrmiſsion, for John Baliol 
the captiue King of Scors to depart and liue in France vpon certaine lands he had there, 
and vndertooke for his obſeruation of the Peace, and his confinement ; who ſhoitly af- 
ter dies, hauing h1d little toy of a Crowne or (carce leiſure to know he wasa King. 
The Decrying, and calling in ofa certaine baſe Coine named Crocard,and Pollard,with | 
the new ſtamping them againe, yeelded ſomething to the Kings Coffers : which muſt 
be emptied in Scotland, whither againe (hauing beene ſcarce Eighteene moneths at 
home )Jhe makes his third expedit, bur did little, beſides the regaining of Sterling Ca- 
{tle which held out three moneths fiege againſt all his power, and Ingines reared with 
infinite charge,and labour. And in the end not wonne but yeelded vp by the Dcfen- 
dant William Oltuer, vpon promiſe which was nor kept with him. The reſt of the Scots 
| made no head, but kept in the Mountaines, and Faſtnefles of their Countrey whereby 
the Kings Armie hauing moreto doe with barrenneflc then men,ſuffercd much atflicti- 
on and many Horſes were ſ{tarued. —— 

Now vpon this Pexce with France , the Scots beeing excluded and hauing noneto 
releeue them , ſend their lamentable complaints to Pope Boriface, ſhewzing him the af- 
| fluted ſtate of their Countrie: the vſurpation of the King of England vponthem, and his 
moſt tyrannicall proceeding with them,contrarie to all right and equitie. Proteſting they n- ner 
knew of any Soueraigntie hee had ouer them , but that they were afree Kingdome of th m- 
fſelues; and ſo at firſt hee dealt With them, vpon'the death of their laſt King Alexander, 
beth im the treatyof the marriage for his ſonne Edward , with Margaret the herre of Scot- 
land : and alſo after her death for the deciſion of the Title, wherein he ſaught by their con- 
ſents tobe made Arbitror,as he Was. Howſoencr afterward they were conſtrained to giue way 
to his will; yet, what they euer yeelded unto was by reaſon they were otherwiſe unable to re- 


fiſt, 6. Vpoen this remonſtrance of the Scots , the Pope writes his powerfull letters | 
to | 
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| to the King of England, to forbeare avy turther proceeding againſi.ther 3 Claimirg 
| withall, the Soueraigntie of thar Kingdome, as belonging ro the Church. | 
| The King avſweres the Popes Letters at large. Alledging Ft rom all Antiquitte, hoyp the - 
| dirctt and ſup&iour Dominion of Scotland, had euer appertained to this CroWne, een from! 
| Brute ro þ4s owne time : And with all the whole Nobilitie write to the Pope, auowipg 
| the ſame right. And abſolutely conclude that the King their Lerd ſhould in no fort undergoe , 
| bis Holineſle indgement therein, Neither {end kis Procurators(as Was required )abent that 
| buſineſſe, whereby it mighe ſeeme that doubt were made of therr K ings T tle, to the pretadice 
of the Crowne, the Royall Dignitie, the Liberties, (uſlomes and Lawes of England ; Which 
| by their oath and dutze they were bound to obſerne, and Would defind With their lines, Neither 
| world they permit nor could,any ſuch un-uſuall,un-lawfull,and detrimental proceeding. Nor 
ſuffer their King, if he would, ta doe,or any way to atiempt the ſane.e And therefore beſunghet | 
| bis Holineſle to intermedadle no more in this matter. Thife Letters (ubſcribed with all their 
' names were dated at Lzncolue ; where, then was held the Parliament e4nzo Do- 
| 22:/72 13OT. 
The Pope vpon this anſwer, or rather having his hands full of other buſineſſe, ſtirres 
' no more in this. The King of Frazce whorn he had excommunicated, ard giuen away 
his Kingdome to the Emperour Albert of Auſtrich , ſhortly after ſo w1 ought, 25 his 
| Spiritualty was ſurprized at Azagne a Citie of e Abruzzo, whither he was retyred from 
the troubles of Romez and (o violently treated by Sciarra Colonefſe, a Bandittoof Rome, 
| and Negoret, an elbigioye (whom he had both perſecuted) as in extreame rage, and 
anguith within few daics after he ends histarbulent lite, 
| Anidthe King of England (hauing beene ſupplied , with a Fifteenth vpon Corfir- 
. mation of the {harters againe, at the Parliament at Lizcolne) hee makes his Fourth 
expedition into Scorlznd, and as1t were the Fourth Conquelt thereof, hauing had 
| Foure times Homage and Fealtie ſworne vnto him. Which might ſceme ſufficient to 
 confirme his Soucraigntie , whereof now he reſts ſecurc,and home returnes in trium- 
phant manner: Remooues his Exckequer from Yorke : Feaſts his Nobilitic at Lincolne 
withall Magnificence: From thence he comes to Loxdon, and renders {olemne rhankes 
to God and Saint Edward for victory. Which to make it ſeemerhe more intire, ſhortly 
after, William Wallice (that renowned Guardian of Scotland , betrayed by his Com- 
panion) 1s ſent vp prifonerto London : adiudged according to the Lawes of Eng1and, 
| tobedrawn, hangd, and-quartered,for his rreaſons committed againſt rhe King(whom 
at his Arraignment he would not yet acknowledge to be his King) proteſting neucr to 
haue {worne Fealty vato him. 

Thus ſaffered that worthy man for the defence of his owne in a ſtrange Countrie, 
and remains amensſ the beſt examples of Fortitude & Pietic in that kinde. And now 
King Edward, being (as he ſuppoſed) atan endof all his buſinefle : anyniuerſall Lord 
at home : ſtrong in Alliance , and Peace abroad ; beginnes to looke more lcucrely to 
the goucrnement of this Kingdome, and rodraw profit out of thoſe diſorders, which 
the Licenceof Warre, and Trouble had bred therein. And firſt, amongſt other exam- 
ples of his power (which it ſcenes he would hane equall to his will) is the caſe of Sir 
Nicholas Segraue, one of the greateſt Knights then of the Kingdome, who being accu- | 
' f1 of treaſon by Sir 19h: Crombwell, offers to iuſtifie hinſclfe by Daell , which the 
King rcfuſes to grant, in regard of the preſent Warre then in hand. Whereupon 
Segraue without licence and contrary to the Kings prohibition , leaues the Kings 
Campe, and goes ouer Sea to fight with his enemy, for which the King (as againſt 
one that had not only contemned him , but as much as in him lay expoſed him to 
death,and left him to hisenemies) would haue Iuſtice to proceed againſt him. Three 
daies the Iudges confulred of the matterand in the end adindged Segraxe guiltic of 
-death, and all his moucablesand immoueables forfeited to the King.Notwithſtanding 
in regard of the greatneſle of his blood , they added, Hee went not out of England 
iz contempr of the King , but only to bee revenged of his accuſer, and therefore it 
was in the Kings power to ſhew mercy vnto him in thiscaſe. The King hereto in great 

wrathreplyed, hane you beene all this while conſulting for this ? I know it is in my 
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ſakes then for a dogge. Who hath ener ſubmitted humſelfe to my grace and had 
repulſe , but let this your indgement bee recorded and for eutr held as a Law. And (o 
the Knight for example and terrour to others, was committed to prifon, though 
ſhortly after by the labour of many Noble men of the Kingdome. Thirty of his Peeres 
girt with their ſwords ſtanding out to bebound body for body, and goods for goods 
to bring him foorth whenſocuer hee ſhould bee called ; the King reſtored him to his e- 
ltare. 

Shortly after, the King lIikewiſe ſends out a new writ of inquiſition, called Tra:l- 
| bxſton. For Intruders on other mens lands , who to opprefſlc the right owner would 
make ouer their land to great men : For Battereys hyred to beate men - For Breakers 
of the Pcace : For Ramſhers, Incendiaries, Aurtherers, Fighters, Falſe Aſſifors, and 0- 


— OI ERE:s—= 1 a. 


| ther ſuch Malefaftors. Which Inquiſition was ſo {triftly executed,and ſuch Fines ta- 


ken, as it brought in exceeding. much treaſure to the King. So did likewiſe another 


Commiſſion the ſame time ſent foorth to examine the behautour of Officers,and Mi- 
niſters of Tuſtice, whereinmaony were found Delinquents, and payde dearely for ir. | 
Informers here as fruitful Agents for the Fishe(and neuer more 171ployed the in {hif. | 


ting times) were 10 great requeſt. Beſides thee meanes for treaſure aboue ground, | 
this King made ſome profit of certaine filuer mynes in Denonſhere, as is to bee ſeene | 
in Hollingſhead, but it feeme the charge amounting to more then the benefir, they af- 
rerwards came diſcontinued, 

The King likewiſc now beginnes to ſhew his reſentiment, of the ſtubborne beha- 
niour of his Nobles towards him 1n times paſt ; and fo terrifies Roger Biged Earle- 
Marſhall,as to recouer his fauour, the E, made him the heire of his lands ( though hee | 
bad a brother lining) reſerning to hirfelfc a Thouſand pounds penſion pr ann 
during his life. Of others likewiſe, hee got great ſummes for the ſame offence. The | 
Earle of Hereford eſcapes by death. Bur the Archbiſhop of Canterbury (whom hee | 
accuſed to haue diſturbed his Peace in his abſence) heefends ouer to Pope Clement the | 
Fitt(whoſucceeded Bonzface) that he might be cruſht with a double power, This Poye 
was Natiue of Burdeaux, and ſo the more rcgardtull of the Kings defire, and the King 
more confident of his tauour; which to entertayne and increaſe hee'fends him a whole 
Furniſh of all Veſſels for his Chamber of cleane gold ; which great gricfe ſo wrought 
with the Pope, as hee |cr looſe this Lyon , vntyed the King from the couenants made 
with his ſubie&s concerning their Charters confirmed vnto them by his three 
1a ARs of Parliament, and abſolucd him from his oath : an A of little Piety 1n 
the Pope, and of as little conſcience in the King, who(as if hee thould now have no | 
more neede of his ſubiets) diſconered with what fincerity hee graunted what hee 
did. | 
Bat ſoJdainely hereuponrhere fell out an occaſion that brought lim backe to his 
right Orbe againe,made hin ee his error and reforme ir, finding the lone ofhis people 
lawfully ordered to be that which gaue him al his power,and means he had,& to know 
how their ſubſiſtances were intermutuall. The news of a new King wade, and crowned 
in Scotland was that which wrought the cette hereof. Robert Bruce Earle of Carricke , 
ſonne to that Robert who was Comperitor with Balzo!, eſcaping out of England, be- 
comes head to the confuied body of that people, which, hauing beene (o long with- 
out any to guide them, any intire Councell, ſcattered in power, diſutired in minde, 
neuer at one together, were caſt into that milcrable eſtare as they were. For had 
they had a King as wel as their enemies to haue led them held them together,and ma- 
naged their affaires accordingly, that which they did in this diſtra&tion, ſhewes how 
much more they would haue done otherwiſe. And therefore no fooner did Bruce ap- 
pearec in his deſigne, bur he cftc&ed it; had the Crowne ; and hands ready to helpe 
him at an inſtant ; and that before rumour could get out to report any thing of it, 
Although John Comyn his Coſen german being a Titeler himſelfe, aman of great loue | 
and Alliance in Scorland,wrote to hauc bewrayed Bruces intention to the King of Eng- 
land,in whoſe Court they both had lined, and were his Penſioners. Bur Bruce (as 
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Bruce MUr= | great vndettakers are cuer awake, and ready at all houres) prevents him by ſpeede : 
| 


thers Tob8 | and either to be auenged on him for his falſhood, or rid of him as a Competitor , fin- 
wy an m_ | ding him at Dwrnfrates ſets vpon and murthers him in the Church, 
Which foundation laid on blood (the Place, the Perſon, and the manner making 
it more odious) much ſtayned his beginning , and effeRed not that ſecurity for which 
hee did ir,but rayfed a mighty party in Scerland againſt him. King Edward (though 
PI ſolate acquainted heerewith, as hee could not bee before hand with him , yer 
a would hee not bee long behind to ouertake him) ſends eAmyer de Valence Ea1le of | - 


prepares for | Pembrook the Lords Clifford and Percy with a ſtrong power to releeue his Wardens of | 
Scotland. Scetland , whovpon his Reuolt were all retyred to Berwicke whilſt hiniſelfe prepares 
an Army to follow. Wherein tobe the more free, and Nobly attended, Proclamation 
is made,that whoſocuer ought by their paternall ſucceſſion, or otherwiſe had meanes 
of their owne for ſeruice,ſhould repaire to Weſtminſter at the Feaſt of Perticoft, tore- 
ceiue the orderof Knighthood, and a Military ornament out of the Kings Ward- 
robe. 

Three hundred young Gentlemen, all the ſonnes of Earles, Barons, 2nd Knights, 
aſſemble at the appointed day,and recejue Purples,Silks,Sindons,Scarfs wrought with 
gold or filuer according to euery mans eſtate: For whichtraine(the Kings houſe being 
t00 little, by reaſon a great part thereof was burnt ypon his comming out f Flanders) 
roome is made , and the Apple trees cut downe at thenew Temple for their Tents, 
where they attire themſclues and keepe their Vigil. The Prince(whom the King then 
likewiſe knighted , and girt with a Military Belt, as an ornament of that honour; 
and withall gaue him the Duchy of Acquiraine) kept his YVigile with his trayne at 

: Weſtminſter, and the next day girds theſe three hundred Knights with the Military 
| The + 2p Belt, in that manner as himſclfe received tt. At which ceremony the preſſe was ſo 
giues the ho- . a , ape 
norofkmohe-| Erear, as the Prince was faine to ſtand vpon the high Altar (a place for a more diuine 
hood to $00. | honour )to performe this : Which beeing ſolemnized,with all the State and Magni- 
Gentlemen. | ficence could be deniſed , the King before them all makes his vow, that aliue,or dead, 
he would renenge the death of Cymyn vpon Bruce, and the periured Scots : Adiu- 
ring his ſonne , and all the Nobkes abour him vpon their Fealty, that ifhe dyed in this 
Tourney, they ſhould carry his corps with them about Scor/ard,and not ſuffer it to bee 
interred, till they had vanquiſhed the Y/urper, and abſolutely ſubdned the Countrey. 
Adefire more Martiall then Chriſtian , ſhewing a minde ſo bent to the world, as hee 


would not make an end when he had done with it,bur deſignes his trauaylebeyond his 
life. | | 
I 307 The Prince , andall his Nobles promiſe vpon their faith to imploy their vrmoſt 
| power to performe his Vow , and ſo vpon grant of the T hirtieth peny of the Clergy and 
Anno. the Laitic, and the twentieth of all Marchants, hee ſets foorth with a potent Arm y Pre- 
ſently vypon Whitſontide and makes his laſt expedition into Scorland, Armo,Reg.z4. The 
Reo «34- Earle of Pembroeke , with that power ſentbefore , andthe ayde of the Scortiſh party 
| | (which was now greater by the partakers of the Family of Cymyn,being many, migh- 
ry,and egar to reuenge his death)had,before the King arriued in Scorlard,defeited in a 
battell neere S. Johns rowne, the whole Army of the new King , and narrowly miſſed 
the taking of his perſon; Who eſcaping indiſguiſe recouered an obſcure ſhelter, and 
was reſcrued for more, and greater battailes : Hisbrother Nigel! Bruce, and ſhortly 
after T homas and Alexander a Prieſt , weretaken and executed after the manner of 
Traytors at Berwicke ; ſo that K.Edward athis comming, had not fomnch to doe as he 
A great vr expeced. But yet he paſſed ouer the Country,to ſhew them his power, and toterrifie 
The = his enemies, cauſing ſtri& inquifitionto be made for allwho had beene ayding to the 
murther of Cu»yz,and the aduancement of Bruce, Many, and great Perſonages are 
found out (beeing.impoſſible amongſt a broken people for any to remaine vndiſcoue- 
red) and were all executed in cruell manner to the terrour of the reſt. The age of the 
King of England,his Cholar,Wrath, anddefire of reuenge made him vow inexorable, 
and to ſpare none of what degree ſocuer they were. The Earleof Arhs! (though of the 
Royall blood, and allyed vnto him) was fent to London and preferred to a higher Gal- 


lowes 
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lowes then any of the reſt. The wife of Robere Bruce taken by tthe Lord Roſe isſent 
priſoner to London, and his daughter to a Monaſtery in Lindſey, The Counteſſe of 
Boughan that was aidingat the Coronation of Bryceis put into a woodden Cage, and 
hung out vpon the wals of Berwicke,for people to gaze on. 

Which rigorous procecding rather exaſperates the Enemy, and addes tothe party 
of Bruce, then any way quailed it : deſperation beeing of a ſharper edge, then hope, 
And though Bruce now appeared not, but ſhifted prmuily from placeto place, in a di- 
ſtreſſed manner (attended onely with two noble Gentlemen, who neuer forſooke him 
in his fortunes, the Earle of Lenox, and Gilbert Hay) yet ſtill expectation, loue, and 
the well-wiſhing of his friends went with him,and ſo longas he was aliue they held him 
not loſt ; this atfiQion did but harden him for future labours: which his enemies (who 
now neglected to looke after him,as either holding him dead, or ſo downe as neuer to 
riſe againe)found afterwards to their coſt. For this man,from being thus laide on the 
ground, within few yeares after,gets vp to giue the greateſt ouerthrow to the greateſt 
Army that euer the Engliſh brought into the Field,and to repay the meaſure of blood 
in as full manner as it was giuen. 

All this Sommer the King ſpends in Scotland, and winters in Carlezl, to bee ready 
the nextſpring if any fire ſhould breake out, to quench it. For reſolued hee is not ro| — 
depart, till hee hadſer ſuch an end to this worke, as it ſhould neede no more. And| 7 9% 
heere hee holds his laſt Parliament , wherein the State mindefull of rhe Popes late | 
ation, gotte many Ordinances to paſſe for reformation of the abuſes of his Mini-| 
ſers, and his owne former exaRions ; who beeing but poore,ſought to gette where ir 
was to bee had. Wringing from the ele& Archbiſhop of Yorke in one yeare Nine 
thouſand fine hundred Markes : and beſides, Anthony Biſhop of Dureſazeto bee made 
Parriarke of Jeruſalem, gaue him and his Cardinals mighty ſummes. This Biſhop Ax- 
thony is ſaid to haue had in purchaſes, and inheritances, 5000, Markes per annum , be- 
ſides what belonged to his Myter : which ſhewed the Pope the riches of this King- 
dome,and mooued him to require the fruits of one yeares reuenne, of euery Benetice 
that ſhould fall void in England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland ; and the like of Abbayes, Thekins and 
Priories, and Monaſteries : which though it were denyed him , yet ſomething hee| pg, _ 
had ; the King and hee diuiding it betwixt them. The Pope graunted the King the! the benefit of 
Tenth of all the Churches of England for two yeares : and the King yeelded that the| the Cleargy. 
Pope ſhould haue the firſt fruits of thoſe Churches. And the better to effe& this buſi- 
neſſe, the Pope makes an errand,and {ends Petrius Hiſpanus Cardinall, a Latere to call 
vpon the King for conſummation ofthe Marriage betweene Prince Edward, and 1/a- 
bell daughter to the King of France. And this Cardinall got ſomething,but not ſo much 
as he expeRed, 

Whileſt they were thus buſie at Carli:1, about the opening of the Spring , opens 5-Fr#ce reco- 
himſelfethe hidden King Robert Bruce , and with ſome forces hee had gotten toge-| gc." 
ther,ſoddainely aſſailes the Earle of Pembrooke at vnawares, and gaue him a great de-, 
feit;and within three daies after chaſes the Earle of Gloceſter into the Caſtle of Ayr, 
where he beſieged him, till by the Kings forces, hee was driuen againe to his former! 
retire.But this ſhewed,that ſo long as he was(in what eſtate ſocuer he was)there would 
be no end of this warre. | 

Which cauſed King Edward to ſend outhis firſt commandement, that whoſoeuer| 
ought him ſeruice ſhould preſently,ypon the Midſommer after, attend him at Carlzel.' 
And withall he ſends the Prince to Londen, about the buſineſſe of-his Marriage, In K.E4.enters 
7aly, although hee found himſelfe not well, hee enters Scorland with a freth Army, Hy and 
| which he ledde not farre ; for falling into a Dyentery, hee dies at Boroughvpon the. - 506 PR 
ſands, as ifto ſhew on what foundation hee had built all his glory in this world ; ha” 134-0 
uing Raigned thirty foure yeares, ſeauen moneths, Aged fixty eight. A Prince of a; A, 
generous ſpirit,wherein the fire held out euen to the very laſt:borne and bred tor ati- ming. 
on and military affaires, which hee mannaged with great indgement 3 euer wary, 'Reg. 25 
and prouident for his owne buſinefſe : warchtull and cager toenlarge his power : and a 4 
was more for the greatneſſe of England, then the quiet rhereof. And this wee may 
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| corrupted the youth of his Sonne , and leade him to commit any ryots : amongſt 


| 1aſtly ſay ofhim, that nener King before, or ſince ſhed ſo much Chriſtian blood with- 


in this Iſle of Brittane, as this Chriſtian warrior did in his time, and was the cauſe of 
more in that following. h 

He had iſſue by his firſt wife Queene Elaror foure ſonnes , whereof onely Edward 
ſarniued him , and nine daughters, Elanor marryed firſt to John Earle of Bar. Joan to 


" Gilbert Clare,Earle of Gloceſt — tO 1ohn Duke of Brabant. Xfary lined a Nun 


in theMonaſtary of Amsbery, Elizabeth marryed firſt to John Earle of Holland, after 
to Humfrey Bohun Earle of H ereford,the reſt died yourg. Hee had by his ſecond wife 
two ſonnes Thomas ſurnamed Brotherton which was Marſhall and Earle of Norfolke, 
and Edmond Earle of Ke. ; 


T he end of Edward the firſt. 


T he life and raigne of Edward the ſecond. 


> 


cfſe of Nature(which made him apt to be taken) began his R 
Tuly 1307.in the three and twentieth yeare of his age. A Prince which 
7 thewes vs what confuſion and miſchiefe attends rior,diſorder, Necele 
—_—— of thc State,and advancing vnworthy, or 1ll-difpoſed Mimions to the 
preiudice of orhers, the griete of his people, and the diminution of the Royall M:jc- 
ty. And though his youth might ſomewhar excuſe the firſt ficknefle of his priuate 
Fatiours, yet thoſe often Relaples of his ſhewed itwas an habituall indiſpoſition inthe 
whole {tate of his mind,not to be cured. | 
' Neuer was Prince receiued with greater loue, and opinion of all, or ever any that 
looner loſt 1t, For his very firſt ations diiconered a head-ftrong wilfulnefle that was 
vnconncellable : Whercof the entertaining againe his olde Companion Pierce Gaue- 
fton was one, whom the Father had baniſhed the Kingdome, finding him to haue 
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which was the breaking of the Parke of the Biſhop of Cheſter, for which hee both 
impriſoned his ſfonne , an exiled Ganeſtor. Beſides this prouident King (asif fore-(ce- 
ing the miſchicte might inſue) at his death charged his ſonne (vpon his bleſſing) ne- 
ucr to recall or entertaine Pierce Ganeſton againe about him, and required the Lords 
(who were preſent) to ſee his Will obſerued therein : which notwithſtanding , hee 
brake before his fathers funerals were performed ; and not onely entertaines, bur in- 
ueſts Ganeſton in the Earledome of Cornwall,and t!;c Lordſhip of 4Zarn ; beins both of 
che demaines of the Crowne , and makes him his chiefe Chamberlaine. Then to bee 
renenged 0n the Biſhop of Cheſter his fathers Treaſurer (who had abridged his expen- 
ces,and complained of him for his ryot) he cauſcd him to be arreſted, committed to 
priſon, and ſeiſes vpon all his goods, which he gaue to Ganeſton : makes a new Treaſu- 
rer of his owne-rer.ooues molt of his fathers Officers: and allwithour the aduice, or 
conſent of his Councell, which gaue them their firſt diſcontent, and bewrayed his diſ- 
ofition. | 

Before his Coronation, a Parliament was held at Northampten,wherein was ordai- 
ned , that the Monies of his Father (notwithſtanding the people held them baſe 
ſhould bee current ; anWl a Fifteenth of the Cleargy, a twertieth of the Temporalty 
is there granted. After the Funerals performed at Weſtminſter, hee paſſes ouer to 
Bologne, where his Nuprials with {abe/, daughter to Phzlip le Bel, are ſumptuouſly 
ſolemnized, at which were preſcrit the King of Fraxce, the King of Nauare, his 
Sonne, the King of elmarre, the King of Sicile,and three Queenes befides the Bride, 
with an entraordinary concourſe of other Princes, At which Feaſt Gaveſton is ſayde 
to haue exceeded them all 11 brauery and daintines of attire, wherewith afterward hee 
infe&edthe Court of England. Amilchiete the moſt contagious to breede Conſump- 
tion ina State,that can be introduced, For, the imitation thereof preſently diſtends it 
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{eIfe ouer all,and paſſes beyond the example, and at length all meanes to maintaine it. 
And | 
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And had hee done no other hurt to the Kingdome then this, it had beene enough to | 


the 


haue made him (as he was) odious thereunto. But beſides, hee afterwards filled the | 


Court with Buff ons, Paraſites, Minfrels, Players , and all kinde of diffolute p 
entcrtaine,and diffolue the King with delights and pleaſures: Whereby hee ſo poſſeſt 
h1m,as he regarded no other co:mpany,no other exerciſe, but continually day,and night 
ſpent his time, and treaſurc in all wantonnes,ryot,and diſorder:neglecting the affaires 
of the State : and the company, and counſellof all the reſt of the Nobles 7: who afſem< 
bling rogether(ar rhe inſtant,when he was to be crowned with his Queene at Weſtmin. 
fter, Auno,Reg.2.)require him that Gauclton might be remnoued: from out the Court, and 
Kir:g-lame; otherwiſe they purpoſed to hinder h1s Coronation, at that time, Waereupon the 


_ 


King to auoide fo great a dal: grace,promiſes 07: hrs faithto yeeld to what they defired inthe | 


next Parliament ; and the ſolemnity with much teitination, and little reverence ts per- 


formed. Wherein Ganeſton for carrying Saint Edwards Crowne before the King, a9 ; 


grauates the hatred of the Cleargy,and Novility againft him, 
Shortly after his Coronation , all the Knights Templars thronghour Englmnd arc 


at once arreſted,and committed topriſon. They were anorder of Knights imftitnted ! 


by Balduinthe fourth King of Jernfalem about 200.yeares palt, and firft appointed for 
the defence of that City , and the ſafe conuaying of all ſuch as trauziled thither : af- 
terwards they were diſperſed through all the Kingdo nes of Chrift:ndome and by the 
pious bounty of Princes, andotners, enriched with infinite pofſefiions, which ni2de 
them todegenerate from the1r firſt inſtitution, and become execrably,vitious. So that 
all che Kings of Chriſtcndowe at one inſtant (conbining rogerher) canfed them to b{c 
apprehended within their Doninions,and put out of their order,andeſtate $. The king 
of France began, hauing a purpoſe to make one of his ſons King of feruſale;z, and pol- 
ſe him of their reuenues. Their accuſation tollowes their apprehenſion,and condeni- 
ned they are(rather by fame,then proofe) in the generall Councell at Vienra; asap- 
peares by thecondemnatory Bull of Pope (lement che third: wigrin he haththis clauſe, 
Ouanquam ac mre non poſſumus tamen ad plemrudinen; poteſtatss 5; ictum orainemn reproba- 
714.Their eſtates areafter giuento the Hospralers. 

Theſe buſineſſes paſſed over , the Lords profecntetheir purpoſe againſt Gaurfon, 
whoſe inſolency , and preſumption vpon the Kings fauour 3 made him fo farre to 
forget himſelfe, as hee {corned the beſt of them all, as much as they hatred him. Tear- 
ming T homas Earle of Lancaſter the Stage player: Aymer ae Valence Earle.of Pembrool;, 
loſephthe Jew : and Guy Farlc of Warwicke,the blacke dogge of Ardern ; Which icofies, 
{eauing behinde them the ſting of revenge (c{pecially where they touch) drew fach 
a party vpon him,as in the next Parliament , the whole Aſſembly humbly beſonghr the 
King to aduiſe, and treate with his Nobles, concerning the State of the K mngaome, for the 
auoiding of eminent miſchiefe, likely to inſue through negiect of the goternment; and o farie 
vrges the matter,as the King conſents thereunto, and not onely grants them libertie 
to draw into Articles what was requiſite for the Kingdome , bur takes his oath to ra- 
tifie whatſocuer they ſhould conclude. Whereupon they .ele& certaine choice men 
both of the Cleargy, Nobility, and Commons, to compoſe thoſe Atticles. Which 
done, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury , lately recalled from exile , with the reſt of his 
Suffragans,ſolemnly pronounce the ſentence of excommunication againſt all ſich who 
ſhould contradi& thoſe Articles, which are there publikely read before the Barons 
and Commons of the Realme gÞathe preſence of the King. Amongſt which rhe ob- 
ſeruation and executionof Magna Charta is required With ail cther ordinances neceſſary for 
the Church and Kingdome. And that as the late King had done, all Strar.gers ſhould be ba- 
niſhed the Conrt and Kingdome,ard all ill Councellorsremooued.T hat the buſmes of the State 
ſhould be treated on by the (ouncellof the (leargie,and the N obles. T hat the King fhouid not 
begin any war ,or go any where out of the K ingaome without the common councell of the ſame. 
Which Arricles though they ſeemed harſh to the King, yet tO auoide further tron- 
ble he yecld vnro them, but eſpecially ro rhe bamfhment of his Minton, as if that 
would excuſe him for all the reſt ; and away is he ſent into reland, where hee lined a 
while, notas a man exiled. but as the Lieutenant of the Country. The King not 
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enduring to be without his company, neuer ceaſed working till hee had recalled him 
| backe againe : which within a few moneths after hee did. And to make him (as he 
| thought) to ſtand the faſter on his feete, hee marryes him to his Neece(the daughter 
| of Joan de Acres) ſiſter to Gilbert de Clare Earle of Gloceſter , a man beloued and high. 
' ly eſteemed of all the Nobility :for whoſe ſake he hoped Ganeſton ſhould find the more 
| fauour amongſt them, but all this could not ſhelter him. Either his behautour,or their 
| malice was ſuch as they could not endure to hauc him about the King, who by making | 


| him ſogrear, leſſened him,and the more he was enriched,the worſe was his eſtate;The 
| ſubies ſpe&ators of their Kings immoderate gifts, held it to be taken out of the bo- 
| wels of the Common-wealth,and as it were of their ſubſtance that was ſo waſted, For 
| ſtrangers and conuayed much treaſure out of the Kingdome,wherby the King ſuſtained 
' great wants, and the Queene 1s abridged of her allowance , whereof ſhee complaines 
to the King of France her facher, . | 
' Theſe ſtingues put the Barons onto ſend plaine word to the King, that vnleſſe hee 
' put from him Pierce Gaueſton, and obſerue the late « Articles, they would all with one con- 
ſent riſe in armes againſt him, as a periured Prince. The King(whom they found was apt 
to bee terrified) yeeldes againe vpon this meſſage to the baniſhmenr of his Minion; 
| whoſe fortune beeing to haue a weake maſter, wasdriuen to theſe ſodaine extrea- 
\mitices , and diſgracefull expulſions , at their will who were his enuters:and who now 


' obtainethis Clauſe ; that if hereafter he were found againe within the Kingdome he ſhould 


be condemned tilegth a; an enemy of the State. Ireland was now no more toprote& hing: 
| Francemoſt vnſafE&for him(wair being their laid to apprehend him)in Fladers he lurks 
' a while, bur in great danger : and finding no where any ſecurity, backe againe he ad- 
 uentures vpon England, and into the Kings boſome (the ſanQuary he thought would 
not bee violated) hee puts himſclfe , and theteis he recetued with as great joy as cuer 
man could bee. And to bee as farre out of the way and eye of enuy as might bee, the 
King carries him into the North parts , where notwithſtanding the Lords ſhortly af- 
ter found him out. For no ſooner had they heard of his returne, and receiuing into 
grace , but they preſently combine aud take armes, eleftiug T homas Earle of Lanca- 
Fey for their Leader, This T homas was the ſonne of Edmond, the ſecond ſonne of Hen- 
ry the third : and was likewiſe Earle of LerceFer, Ferrers, and Lincolne, a moſt 
powerfull and popular ſubie& ,, with whom joynes Humfrey Bohun Earle of Herefrd, 
Aymer de Valence, Earle of Pembrooke,Guy de Beaucham Earle of Warwicke, the Earle 
of Arundel, (With many other Barons. But Gilbert Earle of GloceFer the Kings Ne- 
phew,for thar he would neither offend him , nor bee wanting to his Peeres, ſtands as 
Mediator for their liberties,and the peace of the Kingdome. The Earle Warrein remai- 
ned a while doubrfull,and fauouring rather the Kings part, till the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury induced him to conſent with the Lords : who being thus prepared ſend ro the 
King in the behalfe of the whole Communalty, beſeeching him to deliner vp wnto them 
Pierce Gaueſton,or elſe to ſend him away with his traine out of England. The King negle- 
Ring their petition they ſet forward in armes toward the North. The King and Gaue- 
| ton, withdraw to Newcaſtle, and there becing aduertiſed of the ſtrength ofthe Lords, 
they take ſhip(leauing the Queene in much griefe behinde)) and1and at Scarborough 
Caſtle;whereinto the King puts Gazeſton with the beſt forces he could prouide for his 
| defence,and departs himſelte towards ——— 

The Earlesof Pembrooke and Warren ſentby the Earle of Lancaſter lay ſiege to 
the Caſtle. Ganeſton is forced to render himſelfe into their hands , but intreates thus 
much that he might be brought once more to ſpeake with the Kivg, and then after 
they ſhould doe with him what they pleaſed. The Earle of Pembrooke vndertakes vpon 
his honour he ſhould,bur as his ſeruants were conduRting him towards the King, the 
Earle of Warwicke tooke him from them by force, and commits him to his Caſtle of 
Warwick,where after ſome conſultation among the Lords(notwithſtanding the Kivgs 
earneſt ſolicitation for his life,they condemned him to the blocke, and tooke off his 
head. | | 


This 


—_—_— 


| it isreported, the King gaue him the Iewels of the Crowne,which he ſold to Marciiant ' 
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This was the end of Pierce Gauefton, who for that he was the firſt Prizads of this 
kinde euer noted in our Hiſtoric , and was aboue a King in his life , deſcrues to haue 
his Charatt:r among Princes becing dead. Natiue hee was of Gaſeoine, and for the 
great ſcruice his father had done to this Crowne, intertained and bred vp by King 
Edward the ficſt, in compavie with his fonne this Prince , which was the meanes thar 
inueſted him into that high fauour of his. Hee was of a goodly perſonage , of an 
haughty and vndauntable ſpirit , braue and hardy at armes, as hee thewed himſelfe 
in that Turneament which he held at #allmeford , whereinhee Challenged the beſt of 
the Nobility, and is ſaid ro haue foiled them all ; which inflamed the moretheir ma- 
lice towards him. In Ireland where hee was Lieutenant during the ſhort time of his 
baniſhment, hee made a Tourney into the mountaines of Dublin, brake and ſubdued 
the Rebelsthere, built Newcaſtle in the Kern; country, repaired Caſtle Kewin, and af- | 
ter paſſed vp into e27unſter and T homond, performing euery where great ſeruice with | 
much valour and worthineſſe. Heeſcemes to haue beene a Courtier which could nor 
fawne nor ſtoope to thoſe hee loued not , or put on any diſguiſe vpon his Nature to. 
remporize with his enemies ; But preſuming vpon his fortune (the misfortune of ſuch | 
men) grew in the end to that arrogancie as was intollerable , which the priuacie of a 
Kings fauour vſually begets in their Minions , whoſe vnderſtanding and iudgement 
being dazled therewith, as is their fight who ſtand and looke downe from off high pla- ' 
ces neuer difcerne the ground from whence they aſcended. And this extraordinary | 
fauour ſhewed to one though hee were the beſt of men, when ir ariſes to an exceſſe, | 
is like the predomination of one humour alone in the body , which indangers the | 
health of the whole, and eſpecially if it light vpon vaworthinetle , or where 15 no de- | 
ſert, and commonly Princes raiſe men rather for appetite then merit, for that in the | 
one they ſhew the freedome of their power , inthe other they may ſceeme but topaz 
their debt. 

| Butthisviolent part of the Lords ſhewed the nature of a rough time, and was the 
beginning of the ſecond Cinill Watre of England. For now hauing had their deſire iy 
this, and finding their owne power and the weakenefle of the King , they perempro- 
rily require the confirmation and execution of all thoſe Articles formerly granted ; 
threataing the King that vnleſſe hee preſently performed the ſame , they would con- 
ſtraine him thereunto by flrong hand. Thus will Libertic neuer ceaſe till it growe licen- 
tious, and ſuch is the miſery of a State , wherea King hath once loſt his reputation 
with his people, and where his Nature agrees not with his Office , or anſwers the du- 
ties thereunto belonging. And with this menacing meſtige they had their ſwords 
likewiſe ready drawne , and with ſtrong forces afſemble about Dunſtable making to- 
wards London,where the King then lay. 

The great Prelates of the KingJdome, with the Earle of Glocefier labour to appeaſe 
them, and (with two Cardinals, which at that time were ſent by the Poperoretorme 
theſe diſorders of the Kingdome) they repaire to Saint Albons and defire conference 
with the Lords, who receiue them very peaceably , but their letters which the Pape | 
had writtenvnto them, they refuſed to receiue, ſaying they were men of the ſword , and 
cared not for reading of letters : that there were many worthze and learned men in the K ing- 
dome whoſe Counſels they would wvſe,and not ſtrangers : Who knew not the caule of their com- 
motion : abſolutely concluding that they would not permit Forrainers and Aliens tointermed.. 
ale in their aftions, or in any buſaneſſe that concerned the Kingdome. With which anſwer 
the Cardinals returne to Ledon. But the Prelates of England (o labour the buſineſſe as 
the Lords were content to yeeld vp to the King ſuch Hocſes, Treaſure, and Tewels 2s 
they had taken of Pzerce G aueſton at Newcaſtle, (o that the King would grant their pe- 
titions. And thereupon John Sandall Treaſurer of the Kingdome , and Ingelard warle 
Keeper of the Wardrobe, are ſent to Saint eAlbons to receiue thoſe things at their 
hands. 

About this time Queene Iſabel is deliuered'of a ſon at Wirdſor whom Louys her bro- 
ther , and other great menand Ladies of France, would haue had chriſtened by the 


name of ker father Philip, but the Nobility of England had him named Edward. And- 
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here the King keepes his Chriſtmas, feaſts the Frezch with great Magnificence , and is 
ſaid(or rather ſuſpe&ed) to bee cuill counſelled by them againſt his Nobles, betweene 
whom there being fo ill correſpondence already , any imagination ſernes to make it 
worſe, Suſpicion cauſing all thingsto be taken in 11] part, 


oreat contempt was had of him by the Barons , their riſing in Armes , their taking and mu - 
O | 4 


rempt of his Royall perſon, but to deſtroy the publike enemy of the Kingdome, bamſhed before 
by the conſent of two Kings:a man by whom his fame and honour was moſt highly di ſparagcd, 
his ſubſtance, and that of the Kingdome waſted,and a moſt dangerous diſſention betweene him 
and bis ſubiefs raiſed, Whereof otherwiſe with all their labour and tranaile they could .neuer 
h me had an end. Belides they tell him plainely , they would noW no longer attend waine 
promiſes nor be deluded With delates, as they had hitherto bees concermng their required Ar. 
ticles, Which ſtout reſolution of theirs , the Queene with the Prelates, and the Ea: le 
of Gloceſter ſeeing, they ſeeke by all perſwaſions to quallifie their heare, ardrar-kcrgoth 
fo farre preuailed with them ; as to appeaſe the Kings wrath they brought then and 
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much enuied by {ach as poſleſt the King , ſhortly atrer dies, not without ſuſpicion of 
poylon. 
Whilſt the State of England ſtood thus diſeaſed at home , throvgh the irfii wity of 
2 weake Head , that of Scorland grew {trong by the pronidence of a vigilart Kir g, 
who had not only oucrcome the Scottiſh faction , and recouered the moſt of his owne 
Countrey , but alſo made ſpoiles on this , waſting all Northumberland in ſuch ſoit, as 
King Edward wakened with the out-cries of his people and the great diſhonour of the 
kingdome,is drawne totake armes for redrefle thereof, and enters Scotland with the 
oreareſt Armie that euer yetwent thither , conliſting as the Scortiſh writers report of 
100, thouſand men, whereof were great numbers of F lemmgs,Gafcomes ayelſh,and Iriſh, 
who in imagination had deuoured the Country before they carne thither, and thought 
not of Battz2iles, but of deuiding the prey. Beſides the King had with him mcſt ofthe 
Nobilitie, and eſpeciall men of England, except T homas Earle of Lancaſter, the Earles 
of Warwicke, Warreiaand Arundel , who refuſed to goe, for the King protracted the 
exccution of the forcſa1d Articles, " 
The Caſtle of Sterling 1s the peece that is to bee releened , which chiefly now held 
out, defended by Philip Mowbray a valiant Knight , who ſceing the daily ſucceſſe of 
Bruce , had manned and victualed the ſame for many moneths. Neeretothis place 
ypon the River Banocke 1s incountred this great Armie of England of Bruce, with 30. 
thouſand Scets , a ſmall number (ay their writers, in reſpe& of their enemies: but as 
men hardened with daity vſe of warre and domeſtical evils, fierce and reſolute, carry- 
ing all their hopesin their hands, of lite, eſtate, and whatſoener was deare vnto them. 
The aduantage of the ground was theirs, haning behinde vnaccefſable Rocks to de- 
fend them, before a Mooriſh vncertaine ground wherein they digged trenches, which 
they pitched fall of ſharpe ſtakes , and conered them ouer with hurdles, forhat the 
tootmen might paſſe ouer [ately without impediment, bur it ſo confounded the Horſe, 
as it gave the Scots the day, and the greateſt overthrow to Englard that ever it recei- 
ved. There periſhed in this Battaile (called of Bannocks Bourouoh) Gilbert the laſt 
Clare Earle of Gioceſter, a maine Arch of theState of England, and Robert Lord Clif- 
fordthe Noblett of our Barons, wich the Lord T iprofe, the Lord earſhall, the Lord 
Giles de «Argenton, the Lord Edmond de Afaule,and 700. Knights, Eſquires and Gen- 
tlemenof fort: of common fouldiers, theirs ſay fiftic thouſand , oursten : raken pri- 


Shortly after, a Parliament is called at Lodon, wherein the King complaines of the * 


thering Pierce Ganeſton,+c.Whereunto with one accord they anfiwer:how rhey had not | 
offended therein, but rather merited his loue and fauour , hauing taken armes not for any con- | 


their confederates in open Parlhament , to humble rhemſelnes to the King, and to | 


| 
[1 


i 
1 


j 
| 


{ 


crane pardon for what they had done , which they obrained, and the King receies 
them into grace, as his loyall ſubjects, grants them their Articles, and particular par- | 
dons by his Charter, for their indemnity concerning the death of Gaueſfon And for | 
this, the State vpon his great wants granted him a Fifteenth. Guy de Beanchamp Eaile | 
of Warwicke is here appointed to bee one of the Kings Councell ; who bet ing 2 tran | 
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fonnes Humfrey Bohn Earle of Hereford, Ralph dc Atort! peimere (who married Joan de 
Acres,Counteſſe Dowager of Gloceſter) with many others : : the King a ntibob who 
were preſerned eſcaped by flight. 

This defett put Scotland both into Armes and pyealth , fo that they held their owne 
the better for a long time after , and diſcouraged fo much this kingdome for many 
yCeres as 1t wrought 1 not (thoughit often atrempred) any great reucnge. king Ed- 
Apes vpon his comming backe to Yorke ſhewed a great detre ro wy this ditho- 
nour,but nothing was done ; his peoplegrew colde, home they returne, and ſir downe 
by their lofle. The poore Borderers hane the worſt of ir , and become io deiefted as 
100. of then would flie fron three Scors ſaith walſeaghem. Touch a ſodaine faintnefle 
are the inferiours brought, when the nobier parts of a State , which ſhould giue them 
ſpirit, are il] affeed. 

This diſtaſter fasmiſchjefe neuer comes alone) was attended with inundations, 


| which brought forth- Dearth, Nearth Famine, Famine Peſtilence , all which ec: xceeded | 
any that eucr before had beene knowne. A Parliament is called at London vpon the 


| 
} 
[ 
j 
| 


beginning of this Dearth to abate the prices of viEuals , whica ſodainely grew tobce | 


exceſsine. And therefore jt was ordained,that an Oxe fatted with grafle ſhould be fold 
for fixtcene ſhillings, fatred with corne for twentie ſhillings, the beſt Cow for tweluc 
(hillings,a fatre Hogge of two yeeres old three thillings foure pence , a ftatre Shcepe | 
ſhorne fourteene pence, with the flzece twenty pence,z fatte Goole for two pence halfe 
penny, a farte Capon two pence,afat Hena penny, foure Pigeons a penny, whoſocuer | 
ſold aboue ſhould forfeit rheir ware to the King. Heere » ſeemes then to haue beene no 
Calaes,Lambes,Goflings, Chickins, yong Pigges, tobe ſold, thoſe daintics were not 
yet 1n vie, 

After theſe rates ! npoſe d,all kinde of victualls grew more ſcarce then before, and 
ſuch a Marre followed of all kinde of Catrell \ with a gcnerall falling of all fruirs of 
the earth, by the "FT raines and vrſcaſonable weather , asprouif on could not 
be had for the Kings houſe, nor meanes for other great mer to maintarne their Tables 
(ach a 1ſt puniſhner © had Exceſſ: and Ryot inflicted thereon in tho! le dates) info 
much 2s men put away their ſeruants in great numbers, who hauing beene daintily 
bred, and now not able to worke ſcorning to begge,, fellto Robbericand 5 Þoyle, 


which addes more miferic to the kingdom Cc. Three yeeres this affi&ion held, and was | 


attended with ſo great 2 Peſtilence and oenerall ſicknefſe of _ commonlort,cauſecsd by ; 
te 11 nutriment they receiued, as the lining carce ſufficed toburie the dead. 
Notwithſtanding could all this extinguiſh the ranconr by erweevethe King and his 
Nobles, butdaily one miſchiefe or other brake out , to 1014 in and increaſe the ſame. 
The wife of Thomas Earle of Lancaſter is taken ont of his houſe ar {anford 11 Dorcet- 
1ire,by one Richard Saint-Afartin , a deformed Dwarfte (as hes 15 delcrived) a tol- 
lower of the Earle Warrezn : claiming her for his wife, and a —_— how hee had 
layn er before ſhe was married to the Earle, which the Lady herſclfe to her 
0 FT inows , and the ſhame of honour , voluntarily au —_ This baſe crea- | 
ture claimes by her the Earledoves of Lincolne, and Sal:sburie , whereunto ſhee was 
heire ; Which with out being ſupported by great Abbettors , hee would never haue 
Pp: eſumed to attempt. The King is noted an Actor herein , which beeing in ſo tender 
&reſerueda buſines as marriage, >added much to his other violations of order:and gJue 
occafionand hardineſſeto inferiour perſons to reprooue his cones as may bee noted 
by this paſſage. Being art the celebration of the feaſt of Pentecoſt at dinner in the open 
Hallat Weſtminſter, 2 woman fantaſtically diſguiſed enters on Hotſe-backe, and ryding 
abour the Table delivers hima letcer, wherein was ſignified the great negle&t hee had 
of ſuchas had done hin, and his father noble ſc ruices, taxing him for aduancing men 
of vnaworthie parts,&c. which letter read,and the woman de] parted , pur the King in- 
toa great rage. They who guarded the doore being ſharply reprehended for ſuffe- 
ring her to enter in that manner , excvſed themſclues, alleadg1ng, it notrobe the f.i- 
ſhion of the Kings houſe in times of feſtiuals ro keepe out any which came in that 


manner,as they thought to makeſport. Search beeing made for this woman , ſhee is 
found | 
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found and examined who ſet her on, Shee confeſſed a Knight gaue her money to doe 
as ſhee did. The Knight is found, and vpon examination boldly confeſſed, he did it tor 
the Kings honour and to none other end, and eſcapes without further adoe. 

Thus while the North parts were not only infeſted with the Scots, but likewiſe by 
ſuch of the Engliſh as vnder colour of viing ayde for reſiſtance , robbed and ſpoiled all 
where they came, to the miſerable vndoing of the people. Beſides Roberr Bruce now 
abſolute King of Scors , ſends his brother Edward with a mighty power into Ireland, 
whereof he got a great part, and the title of a King, which he held three yeeres. Thus 


| 


all things went ill , as euermore it doth in dilolute and difſentious times wherein the 
| publike is alway neglected, | 
|  Buttheſe miſchiefes abroad was the occaſion that a reconciliation betweene the 
King and the Earle of Lancaſter is made by the mediation of two Cardinals vpon 
ſach conditions as were ſoone after vniuſtly broken by the King,, A Knight is taken 
| paſsing by Pomfret with letters ſcaled with the Kings Seale , direed to the King of 
Scots about murthering the Earle , which Meſſenger isexecuted , his head ſer vpon 
the rop of the Caſtle , and rhe letters reſeruedto witnefle the intended plot. Which 
' whether it were fained or not, the report thereof caſt an aſperſion vpon the King, 
| and wonne many to take part with the Earle. After this, vpon an iuuaſion ot the 
| Scots forraging asfarreas Yorke, a Parliament is aſſembled at London, wherein againe 
the King by the working of the Cardinals, and Cleargie of England yeelds,faithfully 
| toobſerue all the former required Articles. Whereupon an ayde isgrantcd him of Ar- 
| med men to goe againlt the Scots. London ſets foorth 200. Canterbury 40. Saint-e4l- 
' boxs 10. and fo of all Cities and Boroughes according to their proportion, wiereby 
a great Army was lcauied. Which comming to Yorke ; through Tutinie , emulation, 
; and other impeciments was diffolued , and turned backe without effeRing any 
thing. : 
The next yeere after vpon the rendering vp of Berwicketo the Scots by the treaſon 
' of Peter Spalding who had the cuſtodie thereof ; the King of Erglard raiſes an Ar- 
' mieand beleagers it : the Scots to divert his forces,enter vpon England by other waies, 
| and were like to haue ſurpriſed the perſon of the Queene lying neere Yorke. The 
' fiege notwithſtanding is eagerly continued, and the Kung in great polsibility ro haue 
regained the Towne , hadnot the Earle of Lancaſter with his followers withdrawne | 
himſelfe vpon diſcontent, hearing the King ſay , how hee would giue the kecping 
thereof ro the Lord Hugh Spencer the yonger, who was now growne an eſpeciall Mini- 
on/rhe ſucceflor both of the Office, and priuate fauour of Gaxeſton) and therefore not 
tobe indured by the Earle. | 
Thoſe of Yorke and the Countrie adiacent hauing received ineſtimable damages 
by the Scots, colle& an Armie of 10000. men, and incounter them at Xilton on Swayle; 
but being not well ledde, nor experienced they receiued the defeit , with the loſſe 
of 30co. men. Whereof the King being certified and ſeeing all things to. ſugggede ill 
with him , concludes a truce with the Scors for two yeeres, and againe returieg with 
diſhonour from thoſe parts. Inthe time of this peace, a great flame ariſes f:om a 
ſnall ſparke,and tooke beginning vpon this occaſion. A Baron named William Brewes, 
| hauing in his licentious age, waſted hiseſtare, offers to ſell vnto diuerſe men a pait of 
his inheritance called Powes. Humfrey Bohun Earle of Hereford , in regard the land 
| lay neere his, obtaines leaue of the King to buy it, and bargaines for the ſame. The 
two Rogers Mortimers, Vncle and Nephew, great men likewiſe in thoſe parts, not vn- 
derſtanding it ſeemesany thing of the former bargaine , Contra& alſo for the ſame 
land, with the ſaid Sir William Bretves. Hugh Spencer the yonger hearing of this (ale, 
and rhe land adioyningto part of his, obtaines a more eſpeciall leaue of the King, be- 
ing now his Chamberlaine,and buyes it out of all their hands. | 
The Earle of Hereford complaines himſelfe to the Earle of Lancaſter (the refuge of 
all diſcontenred men) whoat Sherborn enters into a Confederation with diners Ba- 
rons there aſſembled , taking their oathes intermutually to live and dic together, 
in maintaining the right of the kingdome , and to procure the baniſhment of the 


two | 


The Life,and Raigne of Edward the ſecond. 


two Spercers father, and ſonne , whom they now held to be the great ſeducers of the 
King and oppreflors of the State, diſpoſing of all things in Court ar their will , and 
ſuffering nothing to be obtained but by their meanes : Which the State accounted a 
miſchiete moſt intollerable and grieuous vnto them , ſceing all graces and diſpatches 
were topaſſe out butat one doore, whereby the Kings benignitic and power isdimi- 
nithed, the Kingdome diſhonoured , all corruptions introduced to the onerthrow of 


Iuſtice and good order. 
| Andvnder this pretencethey rake Armes, wherein themſclues proceed not in that 


ſons they proſecuted , and all ſuch as hadi{ggendſhip and affinitie with them , killing 
their ſeruants and diſpoſing their Caſtles at their pleaſure. And comming armed thus 
to S. Albons they ſend to the King,reſiding then at London, the Biſhops of London, Sa- 
_ Hereford and (hicheſter (who were there aſſembled to conſult for peace) Yequi- 


condenmed in many Articles of high Treaſon,by the Communalty of the Land, and withall to 
grant his Letters Patents of Pardon and Indemnity both to them , and «ll ſuch as touke part 
with them,and that for no offences paſt or preſent they ſhould hereafter be pw.rſhed.The King 
returnes anſwer,7 hat Hugh Spencer the father was beyond the Seas imployed in his buſs - 
r:eſſe, andthe ſonne was gnarding the Cinq;-Portes according to his office , and that it was 
againſt Law and Cuſtome, they ſhould be baniſhed without being heard, Aoreoner that their 
requeſt was voide of Tuſtice and Reaſon, for that the ſaid Spencers were euer ready to an- 
ſwer to all complaints made againſt them,according to the forme of Law, and if the L L.could 


the triall thereof. And beſides ſwore he would never violate the oath made at his Coronation, 
by granting letters of Pardonto ſuch notorious offenders who contemmed his perſon , diſturbed 
the Kingdome and wolated the Royall Maieſtie, Which anſwer ſoexaſperated the Lords 
as preſently they approach ro Loxdon , and lodged in the Suburbes till they obtained 
leaue of the King to enter into the Citie : Where they peremptorily vrge their de- 
mands;which at length by mediation of the Queene and the chiefe Prelates, the King 
is wrought to condiſcend vnto, and by his Edit publiſhed in weſtminſter Hall , by the | 
Earle of Hereford ,are the Spencers baniſhed the Kingdome. Hugh the father keepes be. | 
yond the Seas, but the ſonne ſecretly hides himſclte in England expediing the turne of | 
a better ſeaſon. The Lords (hauing thus obrained their defire with the Kings Letters | 
of impunity) depart home, but yet not with ſuch ſecuritie, as they gaue ouer thepro. | 
uiſfion for their owne defence, | 
Shortly after, there fell out an vnexpected accident that ſuddaineiv wrought their | 
confuſion. The Queene who had euer beene the nurſe of peace, andlaboured to ac- | 
cord the King and his Barons, making her progreſſe towards Canterbury was diſpoſed 

to lodge in theCaſtle of Leeds, appertaining to the Lord Badleſmere {who had beene 

long the Kings Steward, but lately tooke part with the Barons) and ſending her Mar: | 


ſhall to make ready for her and her traine,they who kepr the Caſtle told him plaincly, | 
that neither the Queene or any elſe ſhould enter there , without letters from their | 
Lord. The Queen her {elfe goes to the Caſtle, and receines the like anſiver, where. | 
upon ſhe isdriuento take ſuch lodging other whereas could be provided. Of which | 
indignitic ſhe complainesto the Kiog , who tooke it ſo to heart, as preſently with a | 
power of armed men out of London , he layes fiege torhe Caſtle, takes it , hangs the | 
keeper, T homas (ilpeper , ſends the wife and children of the Lord Badlefmere,to the 
Tower , and ſeiſes vpon all his goods and treaſure. And hauing this power about 
him, and warmed with ſuccefle and the in{tigation of the Queene , ſodainely directs 
his courſe to Cicefter where hee kept his Chriſtmas , and there prouides for an armie 
againſt the Barons, whereof many ( ſeeing the Kings power increaſing) left their aſſo- 
ciatesand yeeld themſclues to his mercy , amongſt whom were the two Roger Afor- 
timers, men of great might and meanes, the Lord Hugh eAudeley , the Lord Maurice 
Barkley, and others, who notwithſtanding, contrary to their expeRarion, were ſent to 


— 


diners 


euen way of right as they made ſhew, but follow the fury of their willes, beeing once | 
our and aſtray, they ſeize vpon, and malgFoile of the lands and goods of thoſe per- ' 


ring him as he tendred the quiet of the Realme to rid his court of thoſe T raitors theSpencers, | 


proue they had effended the Statutes of the Realme, they were Willing to ſubmit themſelues to | 
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drew themſelues and their companies from about Glhceſter rowards the Notth paits. 
The King followes them with his Army wherein were the Earles of Athol and Anews , 
and at Byrton vpon Trent, where they had made head, diſcomfited their forces 
and purthem all to flight. Whereupon ſeeking to eſcape they retire further North.,and 
at Burrough Brigs are encountred by Sir Son Ward Shriefe of Torke, and Sir Andrew 
Harckley Conſtable of Carle, who (atter the Earle of 7Jereford was ſlaine in ſtriving 
ro paſſe the Bridge) tooke the Earle of Lancaſter , with dinerſe other Lords and 
brought them to Poryfrer, where the third day after, the Kivg fitting himlelfe in iudge- 


Hugh Spencer, laccly created Eatle of Y/:chefter and others, Sentence of death is giuen 


And by the like iudgement were condemned the Lord Roger Clifford,the Lord Warrcin 


were executed at Tor ke. Shortly after the Lord Henry T eyes istaken, drawne, hingd 
and quartered at London, the Lord «4 Idenham at Windſor, the Lords Badlc ſascre, and 
Aſhburahbam at Canterbary, the Lord Gifford at Glecefter ; principall men in principall 


the fir{t blood of Noviliry that cuer was ſhed in this manner in England, fince Wil- 
lamrthe firlt , which beeing ſuch , and ſo much as It was, opened veines for more to 
follow, and procured a moſt hidious: revenge, which ſhortly after inſued. Thus is 
the beame of power turned , and Regalitie (now in the heauier tcale) weighes 
downe all. | 

Andpreſently vpon this Maſter-worke, the King both to bulie the minds of his 
people, and to. keepe their hands doing whilſt the terrour thereof laſted , marches 
from Yorke with a mightie hoaſt (but ſmall prouiſions) into Scotland. Where , the 
Scots conuaying themſelues and all ſuccours out of his way , put that want vpon him, 
as confounded his great Armie without blowes , forcing him to returne with much 
diſhonour. And hauing paſſed farre within his owne Countrie , they afſavied him ar 
vnawares, and had like to haue taken his perſon, aswell as they did histreaſare with 
the Earle of Richmond (with whom hauing miſerably ranſackr all the Countrie ouer, | 
euento the walles of Yorke, they returne loaden with mightie ſpoyles ſafe into Scor- | 
land ; and this was the ſucceſle of this vnfortunate King (not borne for triun phes) in | 
his third Scottzſh expedition. | 
And now beingat leiſure, in a calmer humour it ſcemes, hee began to havea ſenſe | 
of the Execution of the Earle of Lancaſter , which hee diſcouers vpon this occaſion. | 
Some about him making earneſt ſute to grant a pardonto one of the Earles followers | 
(a man of meane eſtate) and preſsing him hard thereunto, hee falles into a great paſ: | 
fon, exclayming againſt rhem as vniuſt and wicked Councellors , which would vrge | 
him ſotoſaue the life of a moſt notorious varlet, and would not ſpeake one word for | 
his neere kinſman the Earle of Zancaſter: who ſaid he, had heliued might haue beene | 
vſcfull to mee andthe whole kingdome ; but this fellow the longer hee liues the more | 
miſchiefe he will commit, and therefore by the ſoule of God , hee ſhall die the death 
hee hath deſcrued. Sir e Andrew Harckley who was the man which tooke priſoner the 
Earle of Lancaſter at Burrough Brigges , beeing aduanced for his ſcruice to the Earle- 
dome of Carhel, intoyed his honour but awhile - for the next yeere after, either thruſt 
out into diſconrent, by the Spercers enuying his high preferment, or combyning with 


x 
' 


all his honours, drawne, hangd and quatter<d at London for treaſon , and remaines a- 
mongſt theexamples of ſodaine downefalles from high places,vnder an inconſtant and 
11l gouerning Prince. | 


Occaſion 


diuers priſong$s. T he Earles of Lancaſter & Hereford ſeeing thisſodainc charge with. | 


agaaſt Thomas Enrle of Lancaſter,by drawing, hanging, and beheading as a traytorr. | 
The two firſt puniſhmentsare pardoned in regard he was of the royall blood, ard only | 
beheaded he was the ſame day without the towne of Pomfrer before his owne Callle. | 


Liſle, the Lord IVillam T uchet, Thomas e Haudit , Henry Bradburne , William Fitz. 
Williams, William Lord Cheyny, T homas Lord Mowbray, Joſeline Lord Danyil, all which | 


| 
; 
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ment with Edmond Earle of Kent his brother,the Earle of Pembrooke,the Earle Warrcin, 
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places, to ſpread the more terrour ouer the Kingdone, All their eſtates and in- | 
heritances are confiſcated, and many” new men aduanced by the ſame. And this js | 


the Scots, allured with the hope of agreat March (as he was accuſed) is degraded of | 
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mage for Gaſcoigne, andit was by the common conſent of all decreed that the King 


his appearance. 

Beſides in this Parliament , the King required a Subſedie both of the Cleargie and 
Laity, for the redemprion of John Brittaine Earle of Richmond, lately taken prifoner 
by the Scots. But it Was denied and alleadged that no contribution ought of right to be made 


ten but more diſpleaſure, The Biſhop of Hereford was arreſted, and accuſed of high 
treaſon before the King and his Councell for ayding the Kings enemies in their lare 
rebellion, bur he refuſed to anſwere (being a conſecrated Biſhop) withour leaue of 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, whoſe Suffragan hee was (and who hee ſaide was his 
dire& Iudge next the Pope) or without the conſent of the reſt of his fellow Biſhops, 


ding him implacable they tooke away their tellow Biſhop fromthe Barre , and deli- 
uered him to the cuſtody of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury , till fome other time the 


was againe taken and conuented as before , which the Cleargy vnderſtanding , the 
Archbiſhops,Canterbury,Yorze,and Dublin with ten other Biſhops,all which with their 


the Biſhop, wherein he was found guilty,though abſent,and had all his goods and poſ- 
ſcſijons ſeiled intothe Kings hands. | 

This a& loſt him the Clergy, and added power to the diſcontented party, which 
was now growne to bee all in generall , except rhe Spercers and their followers, who 
inriched with theſpoyles of the Barons, gouerned all at their pleaſure , ſelling the 
Kings fauours, and ſhutting him vp from any others, but where they pleaſed to ſhew 
him : and in this violence which knowes no bounds , they preſume to abridge the 

ucene of her maintenance,and leſſened her houſhold traine,which wasthe rock wher- 
on they periſhed. 

The proceeding of the King of France againſt the King of Ezgland forthe omiſsion 
of his homage,wasgrowne ſo farre,as thar all his territories there,were adiudged to be 
forfeited, and many places of importance ſeiſed on by the French, whereupon Edmond 
Earle of Kent the Kings brorher is ſent into Gaſconte but ro little eff-&, the King of 
France was before hand, his power ready and his people in thoſe parts yeeldiug that 
way where they ſaw molt force.So thar,either the King of England mult goe in perſon 
ro appeaſe this trouble, or ſend his Queene to her brother to mediate an accord , o- 
therwiſe all was there in dangerto be loſt. For the Kings goirg in perſon, the Spercers 
held it vnſafe both for him, and them, if hee ſhould leave his kingdome at home in{o 
great,and generall diſcontent as then it was. Wherefore the Queene with a ſmall traine 
15 ſent ouer toaccomodare the buſineſſe, which ſhe negotiates ſo well, asall quarrels 
ſhould bee ended vpon condition the King of England would giue to his fonne Ed- 
ward the Duchy of Aquitaine with the Earledome of Ponthiex, and fend him ouer to 
doe homage for the ſame,which after many conſultations the King is wrought to yeeld 
vrito. | 

The Prince is fent with the Biſhop of Exeter and others, to the Court of the King 
of France, where he was moſt welcome to his mother , who hereinhad her defire, 
and being wholly bent ro reuenge (whereof none are ſaidero bee more eager then 
-women) found there, beſides her great party in England, thoſe who nouriſhed thar 
humour in her amongſt whom was chiete Roger Mortim:r Lord of Wigmer, lately e(- 


Croſſes creed went to the place of Indgement, and againe tooke him away with | Pender mon ag 

them,charging all men vpon paine of excommunication to forbeare to lay violent | : 
©. . . . . . BY 

hands on him,with which audacious a& the King was muchdiſpleaſed, and preſently | 


commanded inquiry to bee made ex officio 1udicts, concerning thoſe obie&ions againit | 


ſhould not goe 1n perſon at that time but ſend ſome ſpeciall men to excuſy or deferre | 


but for the redemption of the King, the Qucene or Prance, and ſo nothing was there got- | 


"Re9.17 


' A Parhament 


The kingis 
denyed a 


| Suſie, 


who then all aroſe and humbly craued the Kings clemency in his behalfe ; bur fin- | 


King ſhould appoint for his anſwer to what he was charged withall. Shortly afterhee | 


caped ont ofthe tower of Londen, a gallant young Gentleman whom ſhee eſpecially 
R fauoured. | 


The Biſhop 
of Hercford 
acculed of 
trealon. 


He refuſed to 


an{wer, 


T he Bataken 


TheB, being 
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Fauonred. The Biſhop of Exceter perceiving ſome plots to bee in hand, ard their | 
Cloſe conſultations made without him, withdrawes ſecretly from thence,and diſconers | 
to the King ſo much as hee obſerued of their courſes. The King ſends preſently for the | 
Queene and Prince, ſoliciting withall, the King of France to haſten their returre, | 
which when hee ſaw was negleRed and delayed, hee cauſed them openly tobee pro. | 
claimed enemies tothe kingdome , baniſhed them and all their adherents out of the | 
Land:and withall cauſes all the Ports to be {trongly kepr, and ſends three Admirals to | 
attend on ſeucrall coaſts to oppole their landing. | 

The Queene to inflame her the more 1s informed ofa plot laid to murther her, and | 
the Prince : and eyther doubting how much the money of Ergl:nd might worke in 
thoſe ſhould be tempted therewith,or elſe finding little forwardrefle in her brother to | 
ayde or countenance her courſe againſt her husband, withdrawes to the Earle of | 
Haynault b:eing then 2 Prince of great meanes, and likewiſe Erle of Hellind , to | 
whoſe daughter Phillippa ſhe contracts herſonne the Prince, and gets ayde ard mony 
ofhim to tranſport her into England, Arriuing at Harwich with the Prince, the Earle 
of Kent the Kings brother (whom ſhe brought with her from the Court of Fr-c2) the 
Earle of Pembrook,the Lord Roger Mortimer,and Johnbrother to the Ea: lc of Heynault 
with 2500.Zenowayes and Flemings, thee wasrecctued with great ioy and corcouſe of 
all the diſcontentcd Nobility and others - and eſpecially by the Biſhops of Her-ford 
and Lincolne , who ſoone reſorted vito her, as men who had loſt, to recouer their 
fortunes: 

The King,vpon notice of this fodaine and ſafe arriuall of the Queene, demands aide 
of the City of London, which returnes anſwer,T hat th'y Would with all duty honour the 
King, Queene and Prince, but their gates they would ſhut againſt all forreincrs and traytors 
to the Realme, and with all their power withſtand them. TheKing with his ſmall Coun- 
cell about him repoſing no aſſurance in this anſwere (after Proclamation made that 
none, vpon paine of death, ſhould aydethe Queene, and commanderr.ent giuen to 
deſtroy all her adherents,onely her owne perſon, the Prince, and his brother the Earle 
of Kent excepted , and that whoſoeuer brought rhe head of Roger e Afortimer ſhould 
haue 1000.pounds) hee l-aues the City, commirting the keeping of the Tower to Sir 
Iohnweſton with the gard of his yonger ſon fohnof Eltham, and his Necce the Coun- 
teſle of Gloceſter(firſt wife to Pierce Gaueſton, now of Hugh Spencer the yonger:a Lady 
vnfortunate by the ouer great fortunes of both her husbands) and departs towards the 
Welt,hoping to finde ayde in thote parts as formerly he had done againſt the Barors, 
but he faw the world was altered,and no man there to regard him, 

The Queene aduertiſed of his courſe marched after him (growing dayly greater as 
ſhe marched) and comes to Oxford, where the Biſhop of Hereford preached ſms! 
her andthe whole afſembly , and delivers the cauſe of her procceding,taking for his 
Text, «4y head aketh, My head aketh : and concludes moſt vndeuinely that an aking, 
and ficke head of a Kingdome, was of neceſſity to bee taken of,and not otherwiſe ro he 
cured. A moſtexecrable doftrine, and repugnant to the ſacred Word, which in all 
corrupted times is euermore produced, to abuſe mens Credylry and iuſtific /mpiery in 
whatſoeuer Ambition or alice ſhall attewpt : a ſinne beyond all other that can bee 
committed vpon earth. And the more to countenance the Queenes proceeding , it 
was noiſed two Cardinals were ſcene in her Campe , ſent by the Pope to excommuni- 
cateſuch as tooke Armes againſt her, and the cauſe of hers to be for the delivering the 
kingdome fiom the mifleaders of the King, the Spencers , the Lord Chancellour, and 
their adherenes,all others to be ſafe. And here proclamation is made ,chat nothing ſhould 
bee taken from any ſubiett wit hout paying ready money, and a penalty impoſed on whom- 
focucr did the contrary, as for the value of three pence to looſe a finger , ſixe pence 
the hand, rtwelue pence the head , and that whoſocuer brought to the Queene the 
yonger Spercers head thould have 2000. pounds. Thus is a b2d cauſe defended with 
ſhew of Iuſtice, and an vnnaturall preſumption made to ſeeme right by power and 
authority : An impotent woman led with paſſion, and abuſed by wicked counſell is 


— 


brought romake head againſt her owne head, tocondut an innocent ſome againſt 


the | 


The Life,and Raigne of Edward the ſecond.” i182 


rr << ns ee ceo eee 


. 
> -——— 


the father ; to vndertake an action ſhe knew not how to manage, andto put her ſelfe 
intotheir hands, who hauing other ends then hers,would worke beyond, rhough vn- 
der ker authority, what pleaſed themſelues. And though the euent (ascommonaly it 
dothin ſuch attempts) prooue worſe then the intention of the vndertaker ; yet how- 
ſoeuer, the infamy of all what wasacted lyes foule and open vpon her Memory, and 
no Apologie extant any way to couer it,and rherefore we mult leaue the ſane as wee | 
finde ir. And betrerhad it beene for the honour of the ſtate of £29/ardto haue beene | 
without her great dowre, . then to haue had her example , the worſt of a Queene it | 
euer yet had. The miſerable King hauing his reputation (the maine ſupport of Ma- 
ieſtie) blowne vp with the hurlewinde of his purſuers, found few or no hands to ayde 
him : So that,atter he had put Hugh Spencer the father into the Caſtle of Briſtell,with 
what defence could be prouided for the guarding thereof; he leaues to truſt the Land, | 
and commits himſelfe to a more vnfaithtull Element,the Sea, with purpoſe eyther to | | 
hide himſelfe a while in the Ifle of Zundze,or to paſſe ouer into 7reland; but toſt to and | The tk, | 
: ; : . | 3e £1.12 be. 
+44#fro with contrary winds (after Sir T howmas Blunt his{teward with others were ſhrunke | cakes him to! - 
- | from him)he lands in Wales in Glamorgan ſhire;where, though he found not fafery hee | the Sea. | 
found loue and was hidden in the Abbey of Neth, | | 

The Queene with her Army from Oxford goes to Glocefter, where the Lords Per- 
cy and Wake, with ayde from the NVorth,mer her ; and thence to Briſtol : afſailes and 
winnes the Caſtle: puts to death the defender Hugh Spencer Earle of Wincheſter ,with- | ;;,, 9h, 5 —_ 
out forme ortryall of Law : cauſing him tobe drawne, and hanged, on the co:mmon 05, "or an 
gallowes in his Coatearmour, cutte vp before hee was dead, headed, and quarte- | han2 ed at 
red. This done, ſhee paſſes to Hereford, and the King becing not to bee found, Pro. | 57/4 
clamation 1s made, that if hee would returne and conforme himſclte to rule the State 
as hee oughtto doe, hee ſhould come and recetuethe gouern:rent thereof, by the ge- 
nerall conſent of his people. Bur hee, eyther not daring (as deſtitute both of courage 
and counſe1l) to truſt to this offer , or not well informed thereof, keepes himſelte 
{till concealed. Whereupon(as may ſceme was intended )2duantage 1s taken todiſpoſe 
of the gouernment,and the Prince who is now vnder their gard,ismade Gardian of the 
Kingdome,hath Fealryſworne vnto him,and a new Chancelor,and Treaſurer, are ap- 
pointed, | 

Long it wasnot ere the King came tobediſconered as a perſon too great for any | The king ta- 

couer, and was by Henry Earle of Lancaſter brother to the late T-omas , Willian | © Priloner. 
Lord Jouchand Ries ap Howell taken and conuayed to the Caſtle of Kenelworth. The 

younger Spencer with Baldocke the Chancelor, and Simon Reading apprehended with 
him , areſent rothe Queene to Hereford , Spencer (who was now Eatle of Gloceſt er) 
is drawne, and hanged ona gallowes fitty toote high (wherein hee was exalted abonue 
his father,otherwiſe had the like execution) and hkewiſe in his Coare armor,whereon 
was written Quid ploriaris in malitia.Pſal.52. Simon Reading was hanged ten foote lo. 
wer then he: But Baldocke in regard he was a Prieſt,had the tauour tobe pined to death 
in Newgate, And here likewiſe a little before was the Earle of Ar:ndell with two Ba- 
rons,7obhn Danyll, and T homas Micheldener executed as I raytors by the procurement 
of Roger Mortimer for adhering to the Kings part. 

To accompany theſe milchiefes ofthe Countrey, the Commons of London made 
ioſurre&ion, and force their Maior, who held for the Kingrto take their part, let 
out all priſoners, poſſeſſes chem of the Tower,put to death the Conſtable thereof, Sir| 
lohnWeſton , murther the Biſhop of Exeter to whom they bare an eſpecial] hatred, | A Pacliamenr 
for that beeing the Kings Treaſurer hee cauſed the Tuſtices Itencrants co fit 1n Len- _— 

aon by whom they were gricuouſly ftyned, and thus all is let out to liberty and confu- ni gr" 
| ſion. : cted king. 
After a moneths ſtay at Hereford , the Queene with her fonne returning kept| + J "a 
Chriſtmas at Wallingford , their Candlemas at London, where the Parliament beeing J- /* 
aſſembled agreed to depoſe the King , as vnht to gouerne (obiecting many Articles An NO. 
againſt him)and toele& his eldeſt ſonne Edward : which they did inthe great Hall 


at Weſtminſter , with the vniuerſall conſent of the people there preſent , and the Reg +20 
K 2 Arch- 
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The Life,and Raigne of Edward the third. | 


The king is 
brought to 
refigne his 


Crowne. 


———— 


The forme of 


his relignati- 


On, 


His iſſue, 


the people to inuoke the King of Kings for him they had there choſen. 


fonne whom now ſhee was not like long to guide) or through remorſe of conſct- 
ence looking backe vpon whar ſhce had done, takes this eleGion gricuoully to hearr, 


ally hated( for hauing eſpecially offended them) the Biſhops of Hereford and Lt:- 


beene miſouided(the common excuſe of a poore Spret.) and done many things whercof now 


{onne for King. Having ſpoken to this purpoſe, they proceede to the Ceremony of 
his reſignation (which chiefly conſuited 11 the ſurrender of his Crowne) for the 
forme whereof, bceing the fir{tthar euer was ſeene in England, they could follow 


Laweto render it the more authenticall, and pronounced the ſame in this manner. 
1 William Truſſell 772 the name of all men of the Landof England,and of all the Parliament 
Procurator, reſrone to thee Edward the Homage that was made to thee ſometie,and from 
this time forwards now following, 1 defie thee and prinue thee of all my reyall power aud I ſhall 
neuer be tendant on thee as King after this time, This was the laſt a& and the firit exam- 


more weake then euill, and thoſe exorbitances of his met with as great or preater 


no precedentbut myit make one, and IWill;anz T rfſell a Tudge pur it into the Stile of ' 


ple of a depoſed King, no lefle diſhonorable to the State then to him. He was a Prince | 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury makes a ſermon vpon this text,F/ox populi,vox Dez,cxhorting | 


The Queene, eyther our of the conſideration of rhe difference of a husband and a 


DC ——_-_—_— 


inſfo:nuch as her ſonne to recomfort her, ſwore hee would never accept of the! 
Crowne withour the conſent of his father , whereupon by a common decree, three | 
Biſhops, two Earles, two Abbots, foure Barons, three Knights of every Shire with | 
2 certaine number of Burgelles of eucry City and Borough, and efpccially cf the | 
Cinque-Ports , are ſent to the impriſoned King at KerelWworth, to ceclare vnto him | 
ele&tion of his ſonne , and to require the renuntiation of his Crowne and royall dig- | 
nity , whereunto if hee, would not conſent , tne Stare was refolued to proceede as It , 
thought good. The King beeing firſt- privately made acquainted with the Mcfſage | 
(the moſt harſh to Nature that could bee imparred) andby two, whom hee c{peci- ; 


colne was brought foorth before the afſewbly ; to whom as ſocne as his paſſion | 
(wherewith hee was overcharged, would gue him leaue) hee confefled, how hee had : 


— 


h:e repented, Which if hee were to gouerne againe, hee would become a new man , and v as 
moſt ſorrowfull to haue ſo much off ended the State , as it ſhould thus v iterly reicdt hin, bur | 

_ + £ CY ma - . 
yet gaue them thankes thar they were fo gracious vnto him, asto eleR his eldelt * 


in his people, whoas we fee, dealt ouer ronghly and vncinilly with him. Hee is re- 
ported by ſome to havebeene learned (which perhaps might make him the ſofter) to | 


hane written verſes when he was in priſon:to haue founded Oriall ( olledge, and Saint | 
Atary Hall m Oxford. | 

He had by his wife Iſabel! two ſores, Edwardborne at Windſor who ſucceeded him, i 
and John {urnamied of Eltham,who was created Earle of Cornewal, Arn.1 51 5.and d yed | 
in the flower of his youth in Scotland. And allo two daughters, loan, marticd to Davis! 
Prince of Scotlaud,and Elianor tothe Duke of Gelders. | 


T he end of Edward the ſecond, 


T he life and raigne of Edward the third. 


Pon the reſignation of Edward the 2. Edward his ſon of the age of. 
1 4-yeeres,began hisraigne the 20. of Tanuary,r 5 27.and ſends forth \ 
Proclamations of his peace intoall ſhires,inthis form.Edward by the | 
grace of God,king of England,tordof Treland,duke of Aquitaine,co NN | 
our ſherife of S.greeting, Wheras the lord Edward, late king of England | 
| our father by the common conncell and aſſent of the prelates,earles,baroys 
and other chitf men with the ayhole comminaltie of this realme, did volun- 
rarily amoue Fimſelfe from the gouernment th: reef, williug and granting that we as his eldeſt 
ſon and heire. ſhould aſſume the ſame 5c.which proclamation madeto palliata wrong did 
but the more diſcouers it, Within 5.datesafter he was crowned at weſt.by zPalter Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury : at which ſolemnity the Q. made ſhew of great ſorrow & heaui- 


ncfſe 


! 
| 
3] 
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neſſe, bur beeing after pacified by the inlargement of her Toynture (which tcoke vp 
three parts of the Kings renenewes) ſhee began ro bee of better cheere. Twelue e- 

ſpeciall men are here appointed to manage theaffaires of the Kingdome, till the King fe ap 
were of fit yeares to gouerne of hinſelfe : The Archbiſhops of Canterbury and Torbe, | ure intiroed. 
the Biſhops of Wincheſter, Hereford and Worceſter, T homas Brotherton Earle Marſhall, | Twelue eipe- 
Edmond Earle of Kent, ?ohn Earle Warrein, T homas Lord Wake , Henry Lord Piercy, | cial men cho. 
Oliver Lord Ingham, and TohnLord Roſe ; but the Queene and Roger Lord Mortimer \{en forthe 
vſurped this charge, and tooke all wholly to themſelues. And to buſie the preſent and! 7 —— ay 


vphold this Change, and expedition inſtantly isvndertaken for Scotland, wherin(thole | into Scotland, 
ſtrangers ſtill retained which the Queene brought oaer with her) are 1nployed vnder 
the condudt of the Lord John Beaumont brother to the Earle of Zayna..lt, and art Torke 
the whole Army were to meete , whete the Ergl:ſh(being not all of a party )quarrell 
with thoſe ſtrangers, and ſo great a conflict aroſe berweene them as coſt ſome blood 
and was hardly appcaſed,an 1ll preſage of that tourney. 

At Stanhop Parke the Engliſh Army incounter the Scorrsſh , and though the Engliſh 
were thrice greater, and might preſently haue vanquiſhed them, yer by the treaſon of! 
ſome great men (asit was bruited) they eſcaped all away,and nothing was done ; ſo | abc ac 
that the young King borne for victories, was depriued the honour of his firit action, | Saber 
which yer, beeing not conducted by his owne Spirit, was held more dithonourable to | Parte,and 
others then ro him. Vpon their returne, allth: Zannowayes and Stipendaries are ſcnr | 3orning done 
home into their owne countries. 

During this buſineſſe the depoſed King remaines priſoner at X:4;ngworth, with the 
allowance of 100.markes a moneth for his expences, depriued of all thoſe co:;forts 
the world ſhould yeeld him. His wife whom hee loued (though now the author of all 
his miſery) ſends vnto him letters and apparrel!,Þur excuſes her comming as being not 

permitred by the State : Neither was he thought fate enough where hee was, nor ſo 
Rraitly lookt vnto, as they deſired to haue him,being in the cuſtody of his Vnckle the 
Earle of Lazcaſter ; And therefore they commir him to other guardians, and men of 
the moſt rough natures could be found,the Lord atrexers and T hemas Gonrrey, who 
from thence remooucd him to the Caſtle of Berckieyia Gloceſterſhyre, where long hee | = 
ſtaid not , but was conueyed to Corfe Caſtle, and thence roother places vp anddowne | Themiſerable 
to beguile and diſappoint his friends, by the vncerrajnety of his being,if avy plot were coo her 
laid (which they doubted) to reſtore him. Beſides to diſguiſe him the more, and that king, 
hee might nor be eaſily knowne, they ſhaue his-head and beard, which as a ſervant of 
his Sir Thomas de la More, a Knight of Glocefterſhire reports (who wrote his life) was 
donein the open fields, by the commandement of Gourney who molt barbarouſly cau- 
ſed the miſerable King to fit on a Mole-hill whileſt the Barber ſhaned him, andrtotake 
cold water out of aditch to waſh him withall, which the patient King (faith this Re- 
porter) ſeeing, told them, T hat yet in deſpight of them he would haue warme water at his 
Barbing,and therewithall ſhed aboundance of tearcs.Other vile reproaches thisſauage | 
Taylor put vpon his annointed Soueraigne , as he re-conueyed him backe to Berckley In — 
Caſtle, where ſhortly after hee,and Afatreveys cauſed him to be murthered in a molt | E010 
hideous manner by thruſting vp a hot Iron into his bowelsthorow an hollow inftru- 
ment, whereby no outward note might appeare tobewray how hee came by his death: 
For the body being after laid foorth,and vewed by many ſubſtantiall Citizens of Br:. 
fol an Gloceſter (called thither for that purpoſe) they could tinde no ligne eyther of 
wound or poyſon,ſo that their cuidence confirmed the report that was giuen out, how 
hedyed of extreame gricte. This was the end of Edwardthe 2. within eight months af- 
ter his depoſing. 

The deed-doers atreners and Gourney though they had commiſſion and great 
hopes giuen them to doe as they did, yet beeing by thoſe who were aſhamed ro vow 
it, they durſt not abide the triall,but-as Fugitiues fled preſcntly their Countrey: Gour- 
xey three yeares after was taken at Xerſeilles,and murthered on the ſea before he came 
to England, that hee might tell no tales who ſet him on worke. But this was not allthe 
blood this deed coſt, the iudgement of God fell heauily, not onely vpon the great 
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contriuers, but euen vpon the whole Kingdome : and what the iflue of thispreſent 
Prince,whoſe throne (though without his guilr ) was thus ſet vp on his fathers blood, 
ſuſtained in after times,the many imbrued Scaffolds , the diners bloody fields, the in- 
finite laughters in the ciuill diſcord of their diuided families , which the conſumed 
race of the moſt part of all this preſent Nobility will teſtific. But now for the preſent, 
the authors of#his change vie all meanes to increale and fortific their owne fortunes, 
whilſt the State in generall recc1ucs no great ſatisfaction thereby.” Mens expeRations | 
are not anſwered in that manner as they were conceined, The Queene mother and ker 
Minion Mertimer(lately created Earle of the Marches of Wales)guide all,and all that 
is not well done, or amiſle in the gouernment 1s now attributed to them and their 
councell : So that diſcontentments ingender new factions according to the nature of 
turbulent times. 
The Kings marriage with Phill;ppa of Haynault is folemnized, anda Parliament is 
held at Northampton , where a cithonourable peace is concluded with the Scors, and 
1328 * | confirmed by a match berween Darid Bruce Prince of Scotland, fonne to Robert Bruge, 
F/ 110 and 1oane ſiſter to the King of England , which match by reaſon of the tender age of 
NO. the Prince, beeing bur ſeauen yeeres old,could promiſe little good. Beſides by the ſe- 
Re © [eres working of the Queene Mother : the Earle of March, and Sir James Denolaſſe, 
PP | T he King ſurrenders by bi» Charter his title of Soneraignty to the Ki gdomse of Scotland, 
xt North, | 7eſtores diners deedes , and inſtruments of their former Homages and Fealties, with the fa. 
mous enidence called the Ragman Roolc and many ancient Jewels and Monuments amongſt 
which was the Blacke Croſle of Scotland, &c. Aforeoner any Engliſhman ts prohibited to 
hol4 lands in Scotland, wnl:ſſe he awelt there, In conſideration whereof King Bruce Was 
A difbonora- | 19 P43 30 thouſand Marks.Shortly after another Parliament 1Sheld at Wizchefter,where 
ble peace Edmond Earle of Kent brother to thelate depoſed King, is accuſed and condemned vp- 
made with | on hisconfeſſion,for intending thereſtoring of his brother, and conferring with diuers 
Scoth, | great men concerning the ſame,but without any matter of fat. This miſerable Earle 
{toodon the ſcaffold from onetill five, and no executioner could be found to diſpatch 
' bim,at length a filly wretch of the 2Zarſhalſey cut off his head. 
Theſe violences and vnpleaſing courſes in a new alteration , could not long holde 
A Parliament without effe&ing another, which the next yeare produced, A Parliament is helde at 
at Nottingham Nottingham wherein all the power and glory ofthe Queen and Xortimer( being ſcarce 
of three yeares growth) were ouerthrowne ; the Queene all hath her great Ioynture 
Aries taken from her, and put to her penſion of 1000.pounds per anmm, ſortimer is accu- 
againſt ſed to haue procured the late Kings death ; tobee the aut hour of the Scots ſafe eſcaping from 
Mortimer. | Stanhape Parke,corrupted With the gift of Wenty thouſand pounds : to hane procured the late | 
 marriage,c+ peace with Scetl.ſo diſhonourable ro the K ng and Kingdome: to haue conſumed | 
the Kings treaſure beſides all what was taken from the Spencers, to haue beene too familiar 
with the Queene,cc.And for theſe hainous offences 15 condemned of high treaſon, ſent 
He is hanged vp to London,drawne and hanged atthe common Gallowes atthe Elms,now called Ty- 
at Tyburne. byrne, where his body remained two datesas an opprobrious ſpe&able for all behol- 
ders.Such were the tragicall and bloody returnes,thoſe ambirious ſupplants of others, 
got by exchange of the times, which now,may ſeeme, made the world weary of ſuch 
 violences, and more wary to runne into them. And the King growing to yeares of 
' more Ability to gouerne of himſelfe, wroughta greater reſpec of his ſcruice in thoſe 
' who were of power about him, ſeeing him to bee ofa ſpirit likely togoethrough with 
'hisworkE, and therefore they vſe their beſt aduice to put him into courſesthat might 
be moſt honourable for him and the Kingdome. 'The ſtaines which his: youth had re- 
' ceiued by ſuch as gouerned the ſame, are now diſcouered, and meanes deuiſed how to 
' take them of. And wirhall,occaſions fall out ro put him into Action, 
And firſta new King of France lately crowned (vpon the death of Charles de Bel 
King Edward | ,;thout ifſue Male) requires his homage according to the cuſtome for the Duchy of 
ay + ay 'Guienand his other lands in France held of that Crowne : whereunto though King 
mace to Phj- Edward was ſuppoſed to haue the better right , yerſeeing Philip de Yaloss was now in |» 
| bp devalois K. poſſeſsion of the ſame,and himſeltethen y ong,his owne Kingdome factions, turbulent | 
ot France. | | and 


—— 


—— 
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and vnſettled,he was not as yer otherwiſe then by Law (which ſeldomegets a Crown) 
able to debate his title ; and therefore 1s content to remporiſe, and goe ouer in perſon 
to performe this ceremony ,which did much pretudice his after claime,laide an imputa- 
tionvpon the juſtneſle of his cauſe, hauing chereby acknowledged and made good the 
right of his Competitor. | 6 

The difference betweenethem ſtood thus : Philip le Bell farler to 1Jabe# , Mother 
toKing Edward, had three ſonnes, Louys, Philip, and Charles which all were ſucceſ- 
ſively Kings of France, and died without any ue male to inherite the kingdome,and 
notwithſtanding Loxys the eldeſt fonne had a daughter , whom Ezdes Earle of Bologxe 


© W——_— 


her vncle by the mother laboured to hane crowned Queene, yet tor that it was adiud-. 


ged contrary to the Salicq, Lawe, whichdebarred women from the ſucceſsion, Philip 
the yonger brother of Lozys 1s admitted ro the Crowne. Tins Phitzp likewiſe left 
foure daughters, and yet doth Charles his brother fucceede him by the force of the 
ſame law (which paſſed now as a caſe adindged) wirhout any controuerſie. Charles 
dying leaues his wife yong with childe : ditterence arifes abont the Regencie of thar 
kingdome, betweene King Edward of England the Nephew , and Philip de V.lo1s, 
Cozen-german to the laſt King Charles. This Phihp was the firſt Prince of rhe 
blood, ſonneto Charles de Yalors , brother to Philip le Bell, And though King Ed- 
ward was indegree necrcr then hee, yet was the Regenc:e adjudged to Philip (1f the 
Queene brought forth a ſonne) as deſc2nding fron a brother more cap2ble of the 
Crowne then King Edward deſcending froma davghter that was vncapable,asthey al- 
leadged. 

The Queene at length deliuered of a daughter the proceſie is ended , and Philip 
recciued and crowned King of France , by their Salicq, Law , maintained tobee vn- 
violable. Robert de Artors a Peere of great power, was a {peciall meanes of his pre- 


ferment, and the excluſion of King Edward , who ſhortly after vpon Sommons gi- | 


uen (as is afore ſaid) goes ouer and meetes King Philip at eAmiens; where, by the 
Councels of both Kings,two eſpeciall points are debated, zhe one coricernng the quality 
of the Homage, pretended liege by the Councell of King Philip , but denied by that of Keg 
Edward. The ({ccond point , for the lands in Guiene , which the Liſt King Charles had 
detained as his , whereof the Councell of King Edward demanded reſtitution,as appertai- 
ning to that Duchy.The Compoſition for this laſt point was eafte, in regard of the trea- 
tic of Peace made betweene the ſaid King Charles and Edward the ſecond , the Jaft of 
e ay 1325. wherein theirrights were ſaued by proteitations, reciprocall , aduiſed 
and receiued in cfter and acceptance of Homage made to the ſaid King Charles by 
this Edward betore hee was King, which proteltations were agreed to bee followed 
and repeated in this, with Coucnant that if King Edward would puiſuc his right in 
Parliament, hee ſhould haue juſtice done him accordingly for thoſe things in contro- 
uerſie, Now for the firſt point concerning the quallitic of his Homage, it was accor- 
ded withour ſpecifying the ſame, that it ſhould be done and received according to the 
vſuall manner of former kings , with ſufficient time granted to King Edward to in- 
quire of the ſaid quallitie , and ro make his declaration thereof. And therenpon 
the fixt of June 1329. King Edward in a Crimſon veluet gowne jmbroydered with 
Leopards , with his Crowne on his head , his ſword by his {ide , and golden fpurres 
on his heeles, preſents himſelte in the body of the Cathedrall Church at 4mjens be. 
fore King Philip , ſitting in his chaire of eſtate ma veluet gowne of violet colonr, 
imnbroydered with floures de /zs of gold, his Crowne on his head , and his Scepter in 
his hand with all his Princes and Pecres about him. The Viſcount « 77e/ur Cham- 
berlaine of France , firſt commands King Edward to put oft his Crowne , his firord, 
and his ſpurres and to kneele downe , which hee did on a crimoſine veluet cuſhion 
before King Philip , and then the Viſcount putting both his hands together be- 


tweene the hands of the King of Frarce , pronounced the words of the Homage | 


which weretheſe : You become Liegeman to the King my maſter here preſent as Duke 
of Guyene and Peere of France , and you promiſe to beare faith and loyalty wnto him, Say 


yea,and King Edward ſaid, yea , and kiſſes the King of France (45 the Lord of the Fee ) | 
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in the mouth, the like Homage hee then did for the Earledome of Poxthien.” 

| This a& of ſubmilsion performed in the perſon of a King, yong, aftiue, hauty, and 
powerfull,who held himſelte wronged in doing it ro whom he did, bred that rancour 
in his heart,as it had beene better for all Chriſtendome that Ceremony had beene ſpa- 
red at this time, and notſo punctually beene exacted by King Phzilp;whom their own 
Hiſtorians blame for ſtanding ſo much vpon his Regalitie,with one as mighty as him- 
ſelfe, and more able and likely to ſhake his new gotten Throne then any other whatſo- 
| euer - to whoſe paſsion conſideringthe fiery keat of his youth, he ſhould rather haue 
| miniſtred-Oyle then Yineger, and more hoſpitably intertained him in his Court , com- 
' ming with that State and Magnificence, as he did , attended with the beſt of all the 
 kingdome of England to ſhew what he was,and to beget a reſpe& of hishigh eſtate. But 
| theſe are theerrours of improuident Princes, who carried with the ſway of their owne 
will, imbroyle themſclues and their ſubic&s, that cuer ſufferthe worſt and are ſure to 

| pay dearely for others faults. | 
\ And now thus wounded 1n reputation , with a minde ſyolne for revenge, the King 
King Edward of England returnes to ſettle his affaires at home , where Scortiſh buſineſles fall out to 
reruraes "Ut jntertaine him. The late peace coucluded with them 1s held ſo diſhonourable , as ir 
"IE hc. muſt not hold, and to breake the ſame , followed an occaſion begun vpon their owne 
Scortiſh buſi- quarrels. The tender age of their King(the afflition of kingdomes (with the emula- 
neie. tion and factions in great men, put Edward Þalliol fonne to John Balliol (ſometime 
Edward _ King of Scotlazd) thirtie two yeeres after his fathers depoſition, to attempt the reco- 
my ho - =» ty uery of that Crowne : and out of France , where he had all that while remained, hee 
ted his oppo | COMES by the ſolicitation of his friends 1nto England, where hee was permitted vnder- 
ſers and 13 | hand ro getayde, and had all ſuch Scors and Engliſh who were of the faRion againſt 
crowned king  2,yce to take his part, and with them he ſodainely afſailes thoſe who had the gOuern- 
of Scolands | nent of that kingdome during the nonage of the yong King Dauid (beeing at that 
time wirh the King of Frence) and ouercame them in a battaile , with the ſlaughter of 
many Noble men, and thouſands of the common people, and thereupon was immedi- 
ately crowned King of Scorland at Scone. But his party-being nor ſo potent asthey 
| could maintaine and defend his quarrell againſt all thoſe which oppoſed it, he was for- 
| ced notwithſtanding this great defeit , to retire him into England to get more ayde of 
| King Edward; who now ſhewes himſclte in the ation , ioynes with Bao! againſt his 
Berwicke re- | brother in law King Dauid , goes in perſon with a ſtrong Army to recouer Berwicke, 
couered. {| which after three monerhs ſiege , being valiantly defended by the Lord Seroz , was a- 
The barrel of gaine taken in, and the Army of the Scors which came to the reſcue thereof at Hal:- 
Halidown hill, | "7, ne hill vtter] y defeited : where were ſlaine ſcuen Earles,g0o. Knights and Baronets, 
| foure hundred Eſquires, and about two and thirty thouſand common ſouldiers, as our 
| writers report, theirs, foureteene thouſand. And with the effuſion of blood is Bate! 

returned to hismiſerable kingdome. 


In this oppugnation of Berwicke , though my haſte bee great, I muſt not ſo much | 


Yy (OY treſpaſſe vertue as to ouerpaſſe one memorable particular, recorded by the Scorriſh 
aRin the op- | writers, which is , how the Lord Seron ſeeing all reliefe failing , and the aſſaults vio- 
pugnation of lent, as hee could notlong holde out , conditions with King Edward, if reſcue came 
Berwicke. not at ſuch a day to render him vp the towne : and for aſſurance deliuers him two of 
his ſonnes. Shortly after King Edward, hauing notice of the Scortiſh Army approa- 
ching with greater power and ſpeed then hee expected , and likely to be there before 
the day , ſummons the Lord Seton to render the towne preſently , otherWwiſe he ſhould ſee his 
| two ſormes executed before bis face , and withall a Gallowes 1s made ready within fight 

of the towne, the yong Gentlemen brought forth and vnder the hand of the Execu- 
[tioner ; wherewith the diſtreſſed Lord , rent betweene thoſe powerfull paſsions of 
| Nature and Honour , ſtanding doubtfull what to doe , his wife the mother of thoſe 
'fonnes , a Lady morethen a woman , comes vnto him , exhorts him tro remember his 
| Fealty ſworne to the King, his Charitieto his (ountry, the dignitie of his noble Familie, that 
they hadother children left thongh theſe were deſtroyed , and beſides themſclues were not ſo 


uy » but that they might haue more, How thoſe, if thty ſhould bee preſerued from death at | 


this 


— 


| 
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his children or no + for how could he hope that this King, who had violated his firft prozmſe 


with him,would performe the laſt. eAnd therefore beſought him that he wonld or preferre 


an uncertaine and momentany bencſite , before a certaine ard perpetual! Ta 
recouering the Lords refolution for holding out, withdrew him from the walles, into 


ſore other parts aſide , that he might not be SpeRator of the execution of his 1nno- 
cent children. 


mommy. An: {o 


The next ycere after this defcit at Zallidown Hill , Edward BaliolKirg of Scors at | 
Newcale doth Homage to the King of England as his ſuperiour Lord, and takes his | 
a Lis = 5 ; Bf = A : , £ & n l d |} 

oath of Fealty, Binding himſelfe ana his heres to hold that Kinogome of him and his [iic- | 
ceſſors for ener with the inheritance of fine Countries next adioynins to the Borders. So large 
a part yeelds hee to forgoe, rather then to bee 1n danger to looſe the whole , which | 
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yet could not ſecure his eſtate , but rather imbroyled it rhe more, by reaſon of the dil 
content which moſt part of the Nobles of Scorland conceined vpon tais a of Altena- 
tion,and ſubieRion of their Countrey. Inſomuch as it gaue both Kings, continnall 
occaſion of trouble for a long time after, with the expence of infinite treafure. There 
was granted to the King of England for thele warres a fifteenth of the T emporaitie , a 
atwelfe of Citics and Boroughes, and a tenth of the Clergic, in a Parliamentkolden 
at Loadon, And three yecres together the King goes in perſon with 2rm1esmto thoſe 


| parts, and neuer returned without deſtruftion and blood-ſhed of that affited people: 


in ſomuch as it may moouevs to advire , howit could be pols:ble that lictle corner of 
this Iſle, being no more fertile,and withall fo often waſted conld breed ſo many (had it 
bred nothing butmen) as had beene [ine in battaile within theſe tittie yecres palt,and 
yet {till ro bee able toſupply and fturnith their ficlds with ſuch numbers as they dig, 
both to maintaine their owne quarrels, defend their liberties , and that poore ground 
they dwelt vpon,which was not worth ſo much bloodas it coſt them, deſeruing to hauc 
had a better peece of earth, and a more perſpicuous place inthe world to haue ſhewed 
thoſe a&s of magnanimity and courage,as they did. 

The reaſon that mooned King Edward with ſuch violence to proſecute the buſineſſe 
of Scotland was out of a defire,(o to ſettle the ſame , as he might be wholly for the de- 
ſienes he had vpon France, which chiefly hee intended, and was the ſooner put there- 
into by the inftigation of Robert de Arrors , who bceing chaſed from thence by King 


«A 
nvceet 


Phrlip his brother in Law,comes ouer into En9larnd, and is heere jntertained with Oreat | 


honour. 
This Robert 2 Prince of the blood of France deſcended from Roberr ſonne tor 7,0uhs 


the eighth, brother to $_Lonys, had long contention with Afard his Aunt Connteile 
of Burgogne about the Earledome of .Artozs; and prefuming vpon hisowne power, 
hisalliance with King Phz/zp who had married his ſiſter , and the fernice he had done 
in aduancing him to the Crowne , counterfeits a Deede thereby to ouerthrow his 
Aunts right , which being afterward diſcouered, made it the more , and mooued the 
French King to giue mdgement on her ſide, ſo that the County of Artois was y 4r- 
reſt of Parliament,confirmed vpon Jad, which ſo oft:nded Robert, as in his rage, hee 
openly ſaid , Hee World vnmake the King by the ſame power hee made him + Which raſh 
menace vttered before many witnefſeslo ſtung the French King , as preſently he layes 
to apprehend him, but fayling therein, cauſeshim to bee proclarned Traitor , confiC. 
cates all his cftate , forbids his ſubie&s whoſoeuer , either without or within the 
Kingdome, which h21d of that Crowne, 1n any ſort toreceine him, comfort, counſei! 
or ayde him , vpon paine of confiſcation of body and goods: and withall charges 
them by any meanes to ſeiſe vpon his perſon, and to fend him priſoner vnto him, 


Whereupon this chaſed Prince finding no place on that fide ſafe tor him, oner hee” 


comes into England, is ioyfully entertained by King Edward , made of his Counce)I, 
inveſted in the Earledome of Richmord, and heere is he the X:ndle.fire betweene theſe 
two mighty Nations, and began ſuch a flame , aslaſted. aboue an hundred yeeres af. 
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thts time might otherVWiſe ſhortly periſh by ſome worſeoccaſion : And What a ſtaine he ſrenld | 
lay on the name of Seton, and their poſteritie for ener, by a baſe a(t of Je clatng ad betraying | 
the place commirted unto him : whereby alſo he was not certaine whether he ſhould preſerue | 
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' cret of their Councels at France, and what meanes had beene vſed for the aduance- 


Pl. Apena. 


| Earle of Haynault, combined with the Dukes of Brabant and Geldres,the Earle of 11- 
' liers,the Archbiſhop of Cologne, Yaleran his brother, Tohn of Haznault, and other Prin- 
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ter, and the ſmoake thereofmuch longer. Firſt hee diſcovers to King Edward the (c- 


ment of King Philip , whole title he now diſapprooues, and prefers that of King E4- 

ward, as more inſt : and a declaration 1s publiſhed and ſent to the Pope and alithe 

Neighbour Princes ſhewing the vſurpation of Phil de Yalois vyon that Crowne. 
Now had King Edward euer ſince his returne from Amiens prepared to make good 


A Ce GEE I II Ire Se err es 


his party tooppoſe the French King, and by the aſsiſtance of his Father in law Wwliam | 


ces of Germany. And beſides , had of jate obtained by great gifts of Louys de Banter, 
| the preſent Emperour,to be Vicar Generall of the Empire , whereby hee was to haue | 
| all thoſe Princes confiners vpon France,who held ofthe ſame,to doe him ſeruice. Ard 
| this grace the Emperour did him , the rather for that he had ſtood for him againſt his | 
| competitor Fredericke of Auſtrich, with whom the French King tooke part;and beſides 
| he had married King Edwards wiues ſifter , which might be a moriue to procure him 
| this honour. Then {cekes he to gaine and draw in the Flemmings, whoſe Earle though 
adhering to the French King as his Vaſlall; yet the Cities which cuer entertained a 
kinde of liberty among ther{clues, were eaſily wonne to take part with King E award, 
in regard their wealth chiefly grew by the woolles of this Kingdome, which by a Par- 
lament holden at London, Anno Reg. g. were prohibited to be tranſported vnwiought, 
T hat (lothes ſhould be made here, and habitation with all Printledges and Liberties allowed 
to ſuch eArtificers as would come from other parts to inhabite, Beſides 1t was enacted,T hat 
none ſhould weare other then Engliſh Cloath, except the K ing, Yueene and their Children, 
that no man ſhould weare any facing of ſilkes or furres, but ſuch as could diſpend 1 co, pounds, 
per annum. But thoſe ordinances (more beneficiall to this Kingdome then theſe warres 
will be) were vpon this new entertained correſpondence with the people of Flanders, 
ſoone after negleced - but yet the making of cloath continued, and many come out of 
Flanders to exerciſe that trade in England. | 
Now there was among the Flemmings one Jaques ds eArtevile, Citizen of Gaunt , a 
Breweras ſome ſay {but of more then Beere) a man of greateſt eſtimation amongſt 
the people, and was astheir Tribune or Chieferaine in their tumults,him King Edward 
gets by great rewards to take hispart , and thereby had them all ready to aſl2ile the 
French King vponany occaſion. | 
Hauing thus prepared his party abroad , all meanes are deuifed to raiſe monies at 
home to ſupply this buſines. T he renth peny of Townes and Boroughes,a fifteenth of others, 
& a tenth of the Clergie 15 granted in a Parliament at Northampton. Al ſuch treaſure as was 
committed ts Churches throughout England for the holy warre ts taken out for the Kings 
wſe in this. T he next yeere after, all the goods of threeorders of Monkes, Lombards, Cm 
acg,s and Ciſtercences are likewiſe ſeiſed into the Kings hands: and the like Subſidie as before, 
ranted at Nottingham. Honours are likewiſe beſtowed on many Noblemen to encourage 
them inthis entended ation. Henry of Lancaſter the yonger, 1screated Earle of Derby, 
William Mountacute Earle of Saliburie, Hugh Audeley Earle of Gloceſter, William Clin. 
ton Earle of Huntington , William Bohun Earle of Northampton , Robert V fford Earle of 
Suffolke : Prince Edward was likewiſe at this time created Earle of Cheftor , and Duke 
of Cornewall. In Anno Reg, 12. at a Parliamentat Northampron (as ſome write in the 
abſence of the King)Was granted by the Laytze, one halfe of their woolles, bur of the Cler- 
gre was keuied the whole , and they were cauſed to pay nine Markes for enery ſacke of fine 
wooll. T he next yeere after a fifteenth was likewiſe paide in wooll by the Communaltie. And 
now for the better managing of his worke abroad (hauing well accommodared the 
Scertiſh affaires) hee goes oucr into Flanders, takes with him his Queene and children, 
lies at eAmwerp,where, by perſwaſion of the Flemmings he tooke vpon him the Style, 
Title, and Armes of the King of France , whereby they held chey might the better iu- 
ſtifie their partaking in hisquarrell , and diſpence with their oath formerly .made to 
the French King , hauing beſides bound themſclues in 20, hundred thouſand crownes 
TT ro beare Armes againſtthe King of France , and thereupon the league was eſta. 
bliſked 
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| bliſh:d betweene 2 them and King Edw, ai A. The Frongh Ki; 7 was not behind Tin his | The French 
Preparations and cor federacies , having to take his part the King of Boheme, the | K my 5 Part2» 
C ant Palatine of Rhene (who couen anted to ſerne him _— King Edward ard his | ©” 

' adherents, with 300. horſe for 56000. Florins) The Bilhopo# its, Albert and Otho 
Dakes of eAnſtrich, T heodore Marqueſie of Monferat, Ame B: _ of Genmeua, belides 
many Princes of Eltate , and diners great Captaines out of Germany , French-Conty, 
Sauoy, Dauphine , Spaine and orher "C ountrics. So that all thc beſt of the Chriſtian 
World, are either in Armes , or ayding in this quarrell, betweene theſe to mightie | prone rg ap= 
Kings. Long were they preparing and making a noyl{e before they came to gra pple peale thele 
and much was wrought by the Pope, and the King of Sicile,a orcat Aſ? relogeru Fd) PRs two kings. 
uined by skill he had in the Starres of much future calamiry to Frazce, to have Accor- 
ded them,which would not be. 

The Preface of this warre began on the Borders of eacl} others State : On this fide 
King Edward (ets vpon Cambray defended by the French. Philip or the other,lc ſc 'S ON 
the Duchic of Guyen,and thither ſends Conte d Ex Conſtable of France with the Errles | 
of Forx and eArminiacg,who furpri 1ze many ſtrong mw thereof : Beftdes he hath £ "ax oa | 

| 
| 
| 
| 


} - 


great Nanie at Sea which committed much ſpoile on the coaſt of t Engl: 7d, Kino Ed- Duchy cf 

ward enters France by the way of Vermandors and T hierache, approaches n neere to Kin 7 nb | 
Philip : Both Armies were lodged berweene iron fofſe and La Flamenguerethe day of | ting Edward 
the g2hr appointed vpon the Friday after, the Bartailes on bot! [des n:adeready, thi | ReE'S 1KES 
aduantage of number was on tlie French ; Bur both. Armics furniſhed with brave men | © 
of warre,and circumſped&, depart without incounter : The Frexcheſteeming it no d! 
cretion to put the perſon, and ſtate of their King to the Hazard of Batte!] within his 
; owne Kingdome : And the Eng!:ſh conſiſting of If: number,r! zought fit rot to afſai: c 
| them : and ſo they paſſed the day in Countenances,and not! ing was done. Onely this 
accident fell out, which after gaue matter of ſport : A Hare at ting before the head 
of the French Army, a great ſhot was ſuddaincly made , which they who were behind | Knights of the 
ſuppoſing to haue beene vpon the on-ſct of a Battell,difpoſed themſelues to fight:foine Hare, 
Eſquires for their more inconrageinent,are according to the cuſtome pi :eſcntly Knigh- 
ted, who were ecuer after called Knights of the Hare. 

The next morning earely both Kings diſlodge, the French retires to Parzs, the King 
of England into Sohow, where after he had lirovgly faſtened his confederatcs , ard 1-0 

; : : 220. 
diſpoſed of his affaires, hee leaues the Queene and returnes into Fzgland about Can- Dy, 
dlemaſſe,hauing be ene in Brahant abone 2 yec te, landsat the Tow reabout Mid r19at | aAnno, | 
(and finding i it voguarded was much diſplenſed) ſends for the AMator of Londoir,' hom | 5 | 
he commanded to bring before him the Chancelor and Treaſurer , with John $. Put | £\CT» TA! 
Atichact Wath,Philip Thorp, Henry Stratford Clergie men (w ho it ſcemes were officers | 
| 
| 


Fre; Tart. 


for hisreceipts) and 1ohz Scorer Inſtice of the Bench , all which , exccpt the Chancel. 
loar were arreſted and committed to priſon , as were afte rward ! In Itxe manner atuerſe 
officers of Iuſtice and Accomptantsvpon inquirie made of their vniuſt proceeeding. | a p.jament 
Then cals he a Parliament at London in Lent Which granted vnto hin for enſiome of | xt Lonton. | 
exery ſacke of Wooll, Forty failings, \for euery 300. Woolt- fells, Forty ' ſhiling gs for enery laſt of | Great Subſi- | 
Leather, Forty ſhillings : and of other 71 wk andizes according '0 to that rate, the ſave to in- | 4 <e granted. | 
dure from that Eaſter to the Whit ſontide Tw prot oneth \ after. Beiides , there was $7 "406000 ' 
granted of Citzzens and Burgeſſes, a ninth part of G oods, of Forrain Merchants and other porarie. 
a fifteenth, of 11u5bandmen, the ninth Sheaffe , the Owy Fleece , the ninth Lambe for tWo 
Yeeres, Allo another remth of the Clergie. And for his preſent ſupply, hee hath Loanes of 
divers wealthy perſons, andthe (tie of London, low 20000. Afarkes. For the grant of 
which mighty Subſidie,the King( beſides his Pardin to diners kinds of offenders Ire mis all | pardons and | 
Amercements for tranſgreſſion i in his F, orreſts , Relief s, and ſcutage unto the firſt time of his | Remiſſion of 
going into Flanders + Beſtdes all Aydes for the marriages of his Sonnes and T) 11ghters dy- | ancient debts, 
ring his raigne: pardoning and remitting all ancient debts and arrerages both of his Fermars 
and others any way due in the time of his  Progenitors, s, and his owne, tall the tt ench ecre of hc 
raigne( excepting ſuch as were componnaea for , and ererilined to be paide into his Exche- 


quer ) and here he likewiſe confirmes the great Charter. 
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King Edward 
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King, 


The French 
kings anſwer 
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lenge. 


/ During King Edwards aboade in England, william Montague Earle of Salizbury, ard | | 


| Robert Yjford Earle of Suffolke, left in Flanders to oppole the proceeding ofthe French, | 


hauing performed diners great exploits with happy ſuccefſe,and prefuming ouermuch 
vpon their fortune , were in an incounter about Z:ſle , ſo ouerlaide by multitude, as 
they were both taken and ſent priſoners to Parzs, to the great ioy of the Frezch Kirg- 
who now to impeach the King of Erglands returne , had prepared a mightie Nauic in 
the Hauen of Sluce, conſiſting of 200. Saile of Ships (beſides many Gallies) and two 


| King Edwardbeing aduertiſed, pronides great ſtrength, with the like number of ſhips, 
' and ſets out to Sea vpon 11dſommer Eue, is met the morrow after with a Nauie like- 
| wiſe from the North parts, conducted by Sir Robert Xorlez,and incounters his enemy 


thouſand armed men in the Port,ready to incounter him vpon his landing : Wherecf 


' which lay tointercept him, with ſuch force and courage, and aduanrage of winde and 
Sunne, as hee vtterly defeited their whole Nauie,.tooke or ſuncke all their ſhips, ſlew 
30. thouſand men, and landed with as great glory, as {uch a viGorie (the greareſt that 
cuer before was gotten by the Engliſh at Sea) could yeeld. Moſt ofthe Frerch, rather | 
then to endure the Arrrowes, and ſharpe{words of the Ezeliſh,or be taken, def perately 
| leape into the Sea. Whereupon the Frexch Kings Iefter, ſet onto giue him notice of 
this ouerthrow(which being fo ill newes, none elſe willingly would impart on the ſad- 
| dainc) (aid, and oftentimes re-iterared the ſame, Cowardly Engliſhmen, Daſterdly Eng- 
liſhmen, Faint-hearted Engliſhmen. The King at length asked him Why : For that (aid 
he, They durſt not leape out of their ſhips into the Sea , a our braue French-men did. By 
which ſpeech the King apprehended a notion of this overthrow : which the French 
| attribute to Vicholas Bucher one of their chiefe Commanders,who had armed his ſhips 
| with men of baſe condition(content with ſmall pay) and refuſed Gentlemen, and ſuffi- 
| cient Souldiers, in regard they required greater wages : and it often happens that the 
Auarice of Commanders haue beene the occaſion of great defeits, 

But this loſe much abated the power of the Frexch King , who notwithſtanding in 
theſe Martial times was ſoone ſupplyed,” both out of his owne Dominions , and thoſe 
of his Confederates, and makes a mighrie head againſt this viorious, powerfull and 
freſhly furniſhed King of England; who ſuddainely ſets downe before T oxrncy , with 
all his owne and kis adherents forces. And from Chyn. (a place neere-by where hee 
lodged) ſends his Cartel! the 17. of 1uly, to Philip de Valor, lodging at S. eAndrew les 
Aire with his puiſſant armie. Declaring how he with the power of his owne Kingdome,and 
ayde of the Flemmings, was come to recover his right inthe Kingdome of France vniuſtly de- 
tained from him, contrarie to the Lawesof God and Man : and that ſeeing no other meanes 
would ſerue, hee was forced im this manner to haue recourſe to his ſword. Notwithſtandin 
ſeeing the buſineſſe was betweene them two, he offers for the auoiding of (hriſtianblosd, and 
denaſtation of the (ountrey, ts trie the ſame by combate in cloſe (ampe, body to body,or each of 
them atcompanied With 100, choyce perſons : Which if the ſaid Philip refuſed, then to ſtrike 
battell within ten dates after, before the Cite of Tourney. = 

Philip de Yalots returnes anſwer the laſt of /ulyinthis manner, Philipby the grace of 
God King of France,to Edward King of England : Wee haye peruſed your letters ſent to the 
(ourt of Philip de Valois , containing certaine requeſts to the ſaid Philip : and for that it 
appeares thoſe letters and requeſt s were not written or made unto vs,vwe will in no ſort anſwer 
you. But ſeeing by thoſe letters, and otherWiſe we underſtand how you , ledde by wilfulneſſe, 
without att reaſon, haue entred our Kingdome of France with armed power , and committed 
no ſmall dammage in the ſame , and onour people, contrary to the dutie of a Liegeman : ha- 
wing latelyſworne homage vnto vs, acknowledging vs, as by right King of France, andhaue 
promiſedthat obedience which is dauefrom the Vaſſall to his Liege-Lord,as ts manifeſt by your 
letters Patents vnder Jour great Seale, which we haue with vs, and ou likewiſe ought to 
hae the ſame With you. And therefore our intention ts as becomes our Honour, to chace you 
out of our Kingdome ,as we firmely hope m Chriſt (fromwhom we haue our power )to doe. For 
that by this your warre , moſt wickedly begun , our Journey undertaken for the Eaſt is hin- 
dred , no ſmall number of Chriſtians there murthered , the holy ſeruice neglefted , and the 
{kurch diſhonoured. And whereas you alledge you peſſeſſe the ayde of the Flemmings, wee are 


aſſuredly | 
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aſſuredly perſWwaded that they with the Communalty of their Conrtry,will ſo beare themſelue 
rowards our (ſen their Earle and vs therr ſupertour Lords , as they wall nor omit to obſerue 
rheir honour and fidelity, whatſoeucr hath beene by ſome through ill counſel! perpetrated for 
their owne priuate,contrary to the common good. | | 

The French write how King Ph:l;p with this Letter ſent word to King Edward how 

by his Cartell he aduentured nothing of his owne, but onely expoſed the dominion of another, | 
Which was Without all reaſen.If he would hazard the hingdome of England, (though it were 
leſſe Jagainſt the kingdome of France,the ſaid King Philip would enter combate tn cloſe camp 
with him,on conditionthe Victor ſhould enioyboth kingdomes. Bur that, they ſay King Ed- 
ward would not doe. | 
Three moneths the fiege of T urney had continued (and nothing effeRed but the TE 
waſte of the Countrey about) all the eyes of Chriſtendome bent vpon this ation, ” 9g 
both kingdomes,deepcly ingaged,expedting with anxiety the doubtfull euent thereof, 

when Jane de Yalors filter to Philip, widow of William late Duke of Hanaulr, and mo- 
ther to Philippa wite to King Edward,a Princeſle of excellent vertue, came from Foun- 
tenelles where the had rendered her {clfe a Nun vowed to God, to mediate a peace be- 
tweene theſe two inraged Kings,her brother and herfſonne inlaw : and labours to {tay 
the ſword ofdeſtrudion lift vp for blood,trauailing from one to the other( ſ{tubbornly 
bent to their intentions)and nener left them (though often denied) till ſhe had with 
great patience, and wiſe couuſell qualified their boyling paſsions, inſuch ſort as ſhee q Truce con- 
obtained day and place for both Kings to parle rogerher. A memorable worke to be. © ” ——_ 
effe&ed by a woman,eſpecially 1n ſuch an age of Iron as that was. This parle brought Ann 0. 
forth a truce for one yeare,and both rheſe great Armies are difſolued. The French king R 

returnes home,and ſo doth the King of England with his Queene : who had remained eo . f5 
in thoſe arts three yeares,and had there brought forth two ſonnes, Lionel, afterwards 

Dake of Clarence,and John borne at Gant, who firſt was Earle of Richmond, and after | 
Duke of Lancaſter. 

But King Edwards condiſcending to this {iddentruce, had indeed no other motiue Tobn Strar= 
then the want of his ſupplies of treaſure, which came ſhort to hisexpeRation,notwith- Archbiſhop 
ſtanding thoſe mighty impoſitions which were laide on his ſubie&s. And where. of Canterbury 
2s hee had vpon his latt returne into England,in great diſpleaſure, remooued his Chan- I 
cellor , and impriſoned his Treaſurer, with other Officers (moſt of them Cleargy. | > Ou 
men) and ſtill hc1d them in durance, John Stratford Archbiſhoppe of Canterbury, (on 
whom rhe King laid the blame of his wants) writes hima moſt bolde and peremp- 
tory Letter to this effec - firſt ſhewing him how zt was for the {afery of Kings and their | 
kingdomes #0 vſe graue and wiſe Connſailors alledging many examples out of holy Writ of the | 
flouriſhing happineſſe of ſuch as tooke that courſe, and therr infelicity who followed the con- | 
frary. T hen wills him to remember how his father led by eull counſel vexcd the bingdome, 
putting to death,comrary to the lawe of the Land, diners of the N obility, and wiſhed hinz to 
confider what happened thereby unto him. Alſo to call to minde how himſelfe at firſt through 
euill counſell about him, hadalmaſt loft the hearts of his people. But afterwards , by the 
great circum#pettion and care of his Prelates and Nobles, his affaires were reduced mto /o 
good order as hee recouered them, and xow poſſeſſed them in ſuch fort as they all both Cleargy 
and Lay, haue yeelded their helping hands,more ti him then to any of his Progemtcrs,where- 
by he had gloriouſly triumphed ouer his enemies, the French and Scots, and 15 reputed the 
nobleſt Prince of Chriſtendome. But noW at thes preſent, through the wicked counſel of ſuch 
as effe& their owne profit more then his honour, or the Welfare of his people, hee had cauſed 
Cleargie men and others to bee arreſted, and held in priſon by undue proceeding, contrary to 
the lawes of England(which he Was bound by his oath at bis Corenationto obſerue) and a- 
gainft Magna Charta, which whoſoeuer ſhall preſume to infringe, are to bee by 
the Prelates (according to the Bull of Pope Innocent the fourth) Excommunicate. So that 
heereby hee mcurred no ſmall danger to his foule , and detriment fo the State and honour. 
Then hee telleth him, how he doubted that if the King proceeded mn this manner he ſhould 
loſe both the hearts of his people and their helpe, in ſuch fort as he ſhould not bee able to pro- 


ſecute his warre i band, and thereby gine his enemies heart and occaſion toriſe againſt him, 
S fo 
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to the hazard of his honour and the kingdome. And therefore aduiſes kim to aſſemble the 


| Nebles and prudent men of the Land and to conſult with them(Witheut whoſe azde and coun- 


ſell he could not gouerne his kingdowe,or performe his enterpriſes concerning whatwas amiſſe. 

And whereas aid he, certame neere about you by their adulation and ſoothing, falſly betray 
and deceine you we here denounce them Excommiunicate and beſeech you as your ſpiritual Fa- 
ther,that you hold them ſo. Bcelides,he vrges him, that whereas through the negligence of 
ſe ome Amiſters of hui the City of Turney was not gotten, the matter muht be examined in 
Parliament and inquiry made,to whoſe hands,from the beginmng of the warre,the Wools and 
HMonies are committed tobe beſtowed, and by whoſe default the City of Turney was not ſub- 
dued,but left in ſ::ch mar ner as it was: and that as an equall and Wiſe Lord he would ch aftiſe 
ſuch as were culpable and not condemne or miſdeeme his ſubietts wuhout ſufficient tryall ec. 
The letter bare date the 1.ot January. 

Then writes hee alſo to Robert Bouſer Chancelor of England, ſhewing him what 
contribution the Cleargy had yeelded ro the King by their free conſents, and that 
none other were to bee exacted of them. Requiring him to doe nothing prejudici- 
allto the Lawe of 1aena Charta ; and that if any Writ Commiſſion, or Precept had 0242 
out of the Chancery contrary thereunto , or the Ipriuiledges and liberties of the Church or 
K mgdome, he ſhould within tenne dayes after the receipt of theſe his Letters ( as he ſaide the 
Chancelor was bound to doe) rencke and anull the ſame. This bare date the 28. of Janua- 
ry. 
© Anotherletter he likewiſe ſends tothe King and his whole Conncell, declaring 
that Whereas contrary to the prenledges and liberties of the Church and Ringdome contay- 
n:din Magna Charta,Iohn de Saint Paul, Michael de WWath, Robert Chickw1ll, Tohn 
Thorpe, Henry Stratford,were arreſted,committedto priſon, and there deteyned with- 
out being indited, or conuiftcd of any notor:ous crime, and that whoſocuer Were ayding or 
councelling to this proceeding had incurred the ſentence of the Canon which he had cauſed ro be 
publiſhed both in his ovpne Dioces, and in all other of his ſuffragans. And therefore beſought 
the King and his whole Councell, without delay to deliner the ſaide priſoners, otherwiſc(hee 
plainly writes )that according to his Paſtrall charge,he muſt proceede to the execution of the 

ſentence.(oncluding how not withſtanding it was not his intention to include therein the King, 
Queene,or their chilaren,ſo farre as they might by law be excuſed. 

Tothis purpoſe he likewiſe ſends tothe Biſhop of London and other his Suffragan 
Biſhops,(whom after hauing complained of the greatexa&tionsand wrongs done to 
the Church by lay men) heecharged him not onely todenounce and publiſh in their 
Church,but fixe vp in alleminent places the ſentence of Excommunicarion, againſt all 
off:nders ia thoſe articles of 3Zgna Charta:whichare ar large addcd to his letter, to 
the end(as he ſaid)that euery man might know the danger,and none pretend to be Ig- 
norant thereof, 

The King wakened with this clamour of the Arch-biſhop, is faine to apologize for 
himſclfe, by his letters written ro the Biſhop of London, wherein, after hauing de- 
clared how much hee had cuer honoured and truſted the Archbiſhop, hee accuſes him 
of manifeſt wrong, forthat relying vpon his counſayle,he was put at firſt vpon this aftjon 
againſt the French King, and by him aſſured he ſhould not want treaſure and meanes for the 
performance thereof, and that he needed not to care but onelyto proude men to execute the 
worke. And how notwithſtanding, through the negligence or malice of the ſaid Archbiſhop 
and his Officials, thoſe prouiſions granted him by hs ſubiefts in Parliament were in fo ſlender 
proportion leuzed,&- With ſuch delayes ſent outer as he was preſt of neceſſuy(to his great griefe 
and ſhame): condiſcend to the late truce ,and through extreame wants(charged with mes 
debts) forced to throwe himſelfe into the gulph of the wſurers ; in ſuch ſort, as hauing inſt 

cauſe, he began to looke into the dealing of bus Officers : ſome of Whom vpon apparant notice 
of therr ull adminiſtration of fuſtice,their corruptions and oppreſſion of his ſubicets he remoued 
from their placzs,and ſome of inferiour degree culpable of the ſame offences, hee committed 
to priſon, and there detained them , tothe end he might finde out by their examinations, the 
truth of ther proceedings wherof none could ſo well informe him as the Archbiſhop, to whom 
of long time, he had commited the whole adminiſtration of the kingdome, And therfore de- 
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ſirom ro conferre With bim at London, he had of late ſent an efpcciall meſſenger, his truſty 
ſeruant Nicholas de Cantelupe, that he ſhould repaire thither : which the Archbiſhop re- 
fuſed to doe, alledging how he ſtood in feare of ſome about the King, and therefore would not 
endanger himſelfe,nor depart from hu Church. Thenthe King ſeat Ralph Stafford, the 
Steward of his houſe with ſafe conduth under his great Seale for the Archbiſhe ps ſecurity. 
Notwithſtanding he refuſed to come, returning word how he Would haze no conference with 
the King but in open Parliament :Which at that time( ſaid the King )\Wwas not for eſpeciall rea- 
fons conuenient to be called. T hen aggrauates he the vndutifull comempt of the Archbiſhop 
and his hypocritical dealing with him : auowing that altheugh by hereditary right, and the 
dinine grace he was aduanced to that ſublimity cf r-gall power, he heldit alwayes to haue 
beene a deteſtable thing to abuſe the greatneſſe therof, and how he affected nothir.g more in the 
world , then to gouerne his ſubietts with mildneſſe,clemency, and moderation of tuſtice , that 
he might with peace enioy their lour. And how notwithſtanding the «2A rehbiſhop had moſt | 
mriouſly( by his letters publiſhed in dinerſe parts ) torne his inaocency, and ſlardered the | 
faithful ſernice of his Counſailers and Officers, who executed his regall Juſtice, exclay ming . 
how the people were oppreſt, the Cleargy conf ounded , the kingdome agrieued with taxattons 
and all kinde of exattions. Which the King argues was to no other end , but to raiſe ſedition 
amongſt his people, and to withdraWwe their loue and obedience from him, Laſtly,to gue notice | 
of the Archbiſhaps corruption, he declares how, himfelfe being under age, ha through hts | 
counſell made ſo many prodigall donations, prehibited alienations,and exceſſine gifts ,as there- | 
by bis treaſurte was utterly exhauſted, and his reuenues diminiſhed and how the Archviſho p | 
corrupted with bribes, remitted without reaſonable cauſe, great ſummes Which were duc onto 
him, applying to "15 proper vſe, or to perſons ill-deſeruing many commodities, and rex newes | 
which ſhould haue beene preſerued for his neceſſary proniſions. And theretore concluded, v7n- 
leſſe he deſiſted from this his re bellious obſtinacy, hee intended in due time and. place more | 
| openly to proceede againſt him: intoyning them to publiſh all and ſingular theſe his malignities, 
and to cauſe others to do the like, for the manifeſtation of his on pious and Princely intention, 
in relieuins his oWne and his ſubietts wrongs. This letter was {a1d to have beene penned 
by Adam Biſhop of Wincheſter ,and bare date the 12.0ft February, An.Keg.1 5. 

Thus the King and his Officers, whoſe proceedings mult not receiuea checke, are 
Cleared, and the imputation reſts vpon the Archbiſhop, who is charged with grear 
accounts,and preſſed by ſuch as lent the King mony,torender the ſame. But ſhortly af- 
rer the King found muchrto doe in the Parliament held at London, being earneſtly pc- 
titioned by the whole Aſſembly of the three Eſtares, that the great Charter of Liber. 
ties,and the Charter of Forreſts might be duly obſcrued , and that whoſoeuer of the 
Kings officers infringed the ſame ſhoald loſe their place; that the high Officers of the 
kingdome, ſhould as in former times bee eleted by Parliament, The King ſtood ſtiffe 
vpon his owne election and prerogative, but yer ycelded, (in regard ro hauc his pre- pl 5:a:.1e. 
ſent turne ſerued,as himſelfe afcer confeſſed) thele Officers ſhould recciue an oath in ' Edward, 3. 
Parliament,to doe iuſtice vnto all men in their offices , and thereupon a Sratnte was | 
made and confirmed with the Kings Seale;both for thar, and many other grants of his | a 
to the ſubie&ts,which notwithſtanding were for the molt part preſently after revoked. 5 F as $962" 

The truce agreed on before T urney for one yeare,was bythe Commilsjoners of both | er. 
Kings,and two Cardinals from the Pope, concluded at Arras, which yeelded ſome - > EEG 
ceſſationof Armes, bur not of plotting more milchicfe. Loxys of Bauer (intituled revokes the 
Emperour) is wonne to the party of the French King , becomes his ſworne confede- Vicariate, the 
rate,and reuokes the Vicarſhip ofthe Empire, formerly confirmed onthe K. of Eng- _—_ _ 
land,pretending the cauſe tobe for concluding the late truce without him, as appeates ps ns 
by his lettersto King Edward,which are againe by him fully and diſcreetely an! ered. The contro- 

But in ſtead of this remote and vnconſtant confederate (whoſe power 133 with- uerſie for the 
out the limits of France) Fortune brought 1n another more neere, and of readier Duchy of,Bri- 
meanes to offend, within the body of that kingdome. The inheritance of the Duchy | © 
of Brittaine is in controuerſie bertweene Charles de Blozs, Nephew to King Philip, and | 
Tohn de Monfort, vpon this title : Arthur Duke of ZBrittaine had by Beatrix his firſt | 
wife, two ſonnes, John and Guy, by Toland CO_ of Meonfort his ſecond wife | | 

2 Tohn | 
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Monfort doth 
homage tor 
the Duke of 
Britt4izeto 


K Edward. 


Mounfort taken 


pritoners. 
tits wife pro- 
| ſecures her 
hu sbards 
gquarrell, 


Iohn de « Henfort. Tohn the eldeſtionne of Arthur hauing no iſſue, or dayned Jane his 


Neece, daughter to his brother G 13(who died before him) ro ſucceede him in the Du- 
chy. This Jane , Charles de Blows marries on condition [1s iflve by her ſhould inherite 


mage done vnto him curing the life of fob» their Vncle, But after his death, Joby de 
Monfort claymes the Duchy,comes to Parzs to do homage for the ſame to the Frenc! 


red to the Parliament. Sentence paſles on the fide of Charles. « Aonfert inra ced re- 
paires to the King of England, doth his homage vnto him tor the Duchy, is recetued 
with great applauſe, and his ritle (howſocuer hcld bad at home ) is heerte made to bee 
o00d.Retutniug back in'o Prittaine both with comfort and means atter ſome encoun- 
ters with his enemy , hee1s taken and committed priſoner to the Louure in Paris: His 


| wife the Counteſle of 27on{ort lifter to Louys Earle of Flanders (a Lady who ſeemed 
to have more of the man then her htother Jproſecutes her hushands quarrell, pits on | 
4 Armour, leades and INCOUrages her people, iurpriſes, and defends many ſtrong pieces 
of Brittaine but in the end, like to be oueilayd by the power of Charles de Blors, the 
craves ayde ofthe King of Ereland, and hath it fenr, vnder the conduR of the Lord : 


Forces {ent 
OUCI 1t111rfO 
Briitaincs 


The deaih of 
Robert de 
Artors » 


24 1 A Eero 9 


| {e{domie ſent to forrainers but for the ſenders benefit. The Lady her {fe comes onor 
ſonne and a daughter of King Edward, The Eatles Salrsbury, Pembroohs, and Seffothe, 
the Lords Stafferd,Spencer,and Bowrchicr, with Revert de Artors Eatle of Richmond are 
ſent with ercat forces backe with the Lady. Many were the ircounters, ſurpriſes 


| 


! 


the ſame , whereinafter conſummation of the Marriage hee 1s inucted, and had ho. 


King. Charles de Blots ih the right of his wite, oppoſeshim, the controuerſie is refer- | 


Walter de Manry , which relicued her forthe preſent, but the future required more 
| whereof King EdV\pard was nor ſparing, 1n regard of his owne deſignes, for aydcs arc 


into England to tieate both for ſupplyes and alliance, tendring a match berywcerc tir | 


and recoucrings of Fortes betwcere the Engliſh and the French ; and in this action 


Robert de Artors received his laſt wound, art the fiege of Yares, but yet was brought 


ſuffered ſo much affliction) thould haue his bores, though it had his blood, which hee 
loft with little honour, though with much valour, leauivg behinde him but the fame 
of a Rebell,after he had ſerued the Engliſh about ſixe yeares. 

King Edward ſhontly after theſe ſupplyesſent into Britraine, goes himſelfe in PCr- 
ſon withmore,and lying before Yammes (lately reconered by the French) 7obn Dnke 
of Normandy eldeſt ſonne to the French King , ſent to ayde Charles dc Bloys, with an 


Army of forty thouſand, came to giue him bartraile, and beeing vpon the point of in- 
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on of the 
order of the 


Garter, 
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| 
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| 
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Pope, and the Court of Rowe , to heare and examine the differences bxtwixt the two 
kingdomes,but not to determine them without the conſent of both Kings, This pauſe 
agaire giues thein more time to worke for greater wounds, and rothing is left vn 
praciſed that might aduancethe fame. And though the people now ſeen:ed to put cf 
their. Armour,they left not off armes, but had dinerſe bickrings, both in Brirtaize and 
Gaſtony,for which either ſide accuſed other. | 
King Edward returning,makes an expedition into Scotland againſt K. Daruid, whom | 
he chaſed into the Ilands: And here the 7/le of Zan is conquered by 1illiam Afontacur 
Earle of Salibury, whom King Edward cauſcd to be ſtjled King thercof, andreturning 
backe, ſolemne Turneamentsare held at Dunſtable , where hee is cttended with 23 0. 
Knights. For now all the paſtime , and cxerciſe in England were Tuſtes and Turnea- | 
ments held in Smithfield, indfor,and other places, A lociety of Knights of the round | 
table, in imitation of King Arthur,isdeſigned,and a magnificent chamber of 200.foot | 
round, erected for the iame at Wiſor , and to this ſociety many ſtrargers of other | 
countries are allured. The french K.alfo practiſes the like martial aſſociation in France, 
And about this time began the order of the Garter, inſtituted at 3ifor vpona ſo- | 
lemne feaſt there celebrated (which held for many dayes) and ſerued that time as an | 
Emmbleme of a tye and combinement in honour of ſuch as were admitted thereunto | 
which was the end of the conſtitution thereof : Howſocuer the Garter of the Coun- 


teſle | 


| 
| 
{ 


to dye in Ergland,it being not 1n his Fate, that his country (which by his meancs bad | 


Ho — 


counter, a mediation of truce 15 mace by two Cardinals, ſent from Pope Clezzert the | 
fixr, and concluded for three yeares, vpon many conditions, with a reference to the / 
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ginningsto things of great eſtimation,which time makes venerable. 


reſeruations,promſions, and collations of Benefices as had beene formerly vſed, ſhould in ſuch , 
(ort bee continued. For that the Churches of England had in times paſt bin endowed by noble | 
and worthy perſons:ts the end the people might be inſtru&ted by ſach as were of their own lan- | 
guage : and how by the vſurpation of ſome of his Predeceſſors,ſtrangers,and ſometimes ene-| 
mes to the Realme,were preferred to many of them,Wwherby the money and profits were tranſ- | 
ported, the Cures unfurniſhed, almes and HoSitality unuſed the eaifices ruinated the chari-' 
ty and deuotion of the people diminiſhed, and many other gricuous enormities, contrary to the | 
will of the Founders occaſioned: Which they could not ſuffer any longer and herfore beſought 
hrs holineſſe wholly to reuoke ſuch reſeruations, prou:ſion and collarioas , that meere and na- 


——— ———— ————— 


| therWwiſe they meant to imploy their diligence that remedy &+ redreſſe might be had according 
zo reaſon. The date of theſe letters was in full Parliament at Weſtmznſter the 28.0f May, 
1 343+ with which were likewiſe ſent the Kings letters to the ſame ctte&, by Sir John 
Shordich,a graue perſon and of great vnderſtanding in the Law ; whoſe meſlage made 
him ſo vnwelcometo thar Court , as hee departed without leaue, or anſwer, which 
though the Pope afterwardſent : yetthe King proceeded to the prohibition of all 
ſuch prouifions and collations within his Realm,on paine of impriſonment,or deathto 
whomſoeuer ſhould in time to come preſent or admit any ſuch perſon or perſons, who 
by che Pope were ſopreferred to the preiudice of the Kings royall prerogatiue. And to 
this efte& were Writs directed to all Arch-biſhops, Biſhops,and othersto whom it ap- 
pertained,inhibiting them in no wiſe to attEpt any thing preiudicial to this ordinance, 


| teſſe of Salzbury , taken vp by the King in dancing with her, was ſayde to- haue beene | 

: the occaſion, Bur it were ſome derogationto that noble inſtitution , to jmpute the | 
originall thereof toan Ad of Leuity, ſeeing with what a graue andreligious ceremony | 

| it 1Sperformed. Although,we {ee oftentimes , accidents of little conſequence giue be- | 


But beſides theſe exerciſes of Armes, this great and pronident King, during this 
truce, takes eſpeciall care for the gouernment of the Kingdome, and reformation of | 
the abuſes thereof, which daily grow as diſeaſes in fall bodies, and muſt of neceſſity | The Nobility 
| hane ſometimes their cure, otherwiſe there will be no health in a ſtate. A Parliament write to the 
is called at Weſtminſter, whereinvpon the grieuous complaint exhibited by the Earles, ©9p< concer- 
Barons, Knightsand Burgeſſes againſt the collation of Benefices on ſtrangers, a let- l 
ter was ſent to Pope Clement 6. in humble manner beſceching him to conſider nifices in Eng - 
hav inconuenient , and derogatory it was to the ſtate of the K ngdome sf England, that ſuch land, 


f 
' 


riue perſons might exerciſe the Cures, and without delay to ſigrifie his intention therein , 0-, 


| Sir Tohn Shox- 
| aih (ent with 
'theſe letters, 


Here is the Arch-biſhop Srrarford with much adoe vpon his ſubmultion reconciled 
ro the Kings fauour. And much debating there in this Parliament concerning Wools 


The Arch-bi- | 


and the afſeaſement of certaine prices vpon the ſame,more or lefle,according to the ſe- 
ucrall parts of the Realme : And concerning cuftomes to bee impoſed on them, as at 
three Markes and a halfe vpon the tranſportation of enery ſacke;but it ſeemes nothing 
was done in this buſineſle. | | 
Prince Edward about the age of 1 3. is created Prince of Wales,and Commilsioners 
are appointed to be ſent ro the Pope to treate of Peace betweene the two Kings, ac- 
cording to the Articles concluded in the truce , which were John Biſhop of Exceter, 
Henry de Lancaſter Earle of Derby, Hugh le Diſpencier Lord of Glamorgan, Coulins to 
the King, Ralph Lord Stafford with others. | 
by The next yeare after another Parhament, or the ſame proroged,is held at London, 
wherein after much altercatioags tenth was granted by the Clergy, and a fifteenth by 
the Laytie for one yeare, and #'certaine Coyne of gold called the Floren of baſe alloy, 
which had beene for the warres in France , is decryed,and Nobles of finer coyned, to 
the great liking ofthe ſubic&s. And for their better commodity the exchange of mo. 
neys at London,Canterbury and Yorke is ordained, Shortly after generall Muſters are 
taken throughout the Kingdome,and certificate made of all ſufficient and able Bow- 
men,and of all other fit to beare Armes. Beſides, a Commitsion is ſent into cuery 
countrey to inquire of mens abilities,and of all fiue pounds toten of lay Fee,were ap- 


iFop of Can. 
rerþury res 
conciled. 


Prince Ed. 
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Prince of 
Wales, 
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A Parhament 


Generall mu- 
iters and ap= 
pointing of 
Armour, 


pointed to finde an Archer on horſe-backe,of 2 5.pounds, a Demilance, and ſo ratably 
+. 9 aboue. 
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The king 
goes with a 
mighty Army 


dy. 


Tohn de Boat- 
mont when 
king Edward 
had madebim | 


Eme of Cam- | 
| brdgegtakes 


the French 
| kings parts 


A 
| th as pacifymg his preſent dil plcalureg ac league 1Srenued betwixt tiem,and Kino Ea. 


{ 


into Nurman- 


| 
| Roger Beauchamp, ba LUCY, Baſſet, Barkeley, and {oubbie, with divers oth er, 


0 OE 


| de Cliyſon, Bacon, Percey, G effery ae 1aleſtroit, —_ of  efpeciall marke, whom hee had 


| 


| 


| of deſtruction. 


| the Lords Percy, and Nemle, taking the » young Prince with | him » atcut the ave of 
'Reg.20 fiftteene yeares, ro learne him the way of 1 en, andwhat traucllgreatt IcS was borne 


' court, who had beene as 2 minion to the French Ki! 19, and became another Robert de 
| Artoi s, VPOn lome diſcontent, or doubt of ſome &i COUrTIC: $5 of fan 1ouring the Eno eg! l;{h 


' on his lefthand , along the ſea coaſt ; the other on the right, conducted by the two 
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| aboue. T he King | himſc! fe TOCS 111 perſon to covfirme and make -the Fleming '2s 6 {t vn- 
to him ; and at Slice Jaques 5 van Artemlewrh other Commiſstoners from thee chicfe 
Townes, repaire vnto him , wherea motion is made, that either Lozxys their Earle 
ſhould doc homage to the King of Englind,or elle be difin! xcrited, avd Edward Prince 
of Wales receiucd for their Lord; for which King Edward p10 ies ro ered thei: | 
County to a Dukedome. eArtenile was forward to entertain c this moron : __ the 
reſt ofthe Commilsioners require leaue to acquamt therewith the townes that ient 
them , which though they were all defirous to hauc the ProteRion of the Kiug g of 
England, yet di liked the difinheriting of their vaturall Lord. Arterile notwi:r h.| 
ſtanding vndertakes to induce them vnroit, and :ctnrnes to Gant, earded wi _ fine 
hundreth Welſh, which he defired ro haue for that one ferrar a* m—_ Pronoft of the. 
Weauers oppoſed him, and (ought hisdiftruftion. TaCcpcople whom hee had 6 often | 
led ro mutiny againſt others, now vpon his returne roſe againe himſclte, and : « ©oh.; 
ler with an Axe [trake ont his brames. And ſo King Edward loſt his great Agen which | 
much diſplesſed him,and diſappointed his buſincfle in thoſe parts. Yet the tow nes (or 
to exculc themſelves! of this accident. laying the fault on the eurbul cnt Gavroys, ond in 
all things vow1in o their fat thfall ſeruice voto him : one ly tothe diner itt þ ; of 
Earle they coul, Jnot conſent. But o Kaye toperlw 2de him to become h 
ger, and to FRcege 4 watch ber veene the ſonne of their Ea: ic,and bis daventeor. 


ward retutes to boſe cute his other defignes., | 
But now the w UTCS in G ue gre x hot, ic Earle of Darby mm of the Arwry, 
2{]wlts and takes in E Franche, as gas ſme, Rtions, Saint B, af, ile, With, n.2ny | 
other Cities and Ciittes, T he Even chKing ſends his eldeſt ſonne lob hate of Nor. | 
z2andyto incounter him, who recouers the Citics of 4; ngoleſme, and Ville Franche,ard 
Rus 1s the {word out befor e the Truce 1s cxpired,the breach whereof,the French King | 
layes on the Kivg of Ezglard,and hee the ſame on him, for entertayning King Dauid, | 
and ſetting the Scots vi pon attempts of inuaſion of his Realme. So that it ſcemes borh | 


were prepared to breakenotable to holde their hands any longer from the t 1tall wort: 


Fo 


It was now the twentieth yAre of this mighty and aftine Kings rajgne , wherein 
hee had prepared the greatelt Fleere that cuer yet crofſed the {ce -as for France , ang 0- 
ucr he paſſes into ormandy i infuly, leaui 2g for Wardens of Engla: d in his abſence, 


| to endure, ro attaine glory inthis world. His Arr ny conſiſted of foure thouſand men 
| at Arcnes,and ten thouſand Archers,beſtdcs Welch and 1riſh, which followed on foorc; | 


hee had of Earles, Hereford, Northampron, Arundell, Juntingden, Warwickg, St folke, 
and Ocxtord : of Barons, Aortimer, (whowas atter Ea rle of "Ma rche 7b, I on r55,2nd | 


both Knights and gallant Captaines. Hee had of late cntertay! ned Godfrey de Har- 


party rn Brita, tor which cauſe tne French King had 2 little before ie Okuey 


there imployed. Ani now in ſtead of this Harecourt had wonne from King Edward the 
Lord lohnde Beaumont, » ho had long ferued him, w W Is wines Vncle, and acquain- 

cd with all his courſes. Such is the truſt of mercinaFs, who (ell their faith for ber- 
ter entertainment, Neither 01d this Frecourt long hold our, but ch anged colours, 
and made his peace with the French King his natural! Lord : but in the meane tne 
did him and his countrey im uch miſchicfe. For vpen King Eawards landing ith his 
mighty Army , m the th of Conſiantine in N ORR JW > hk conduction, hee made 
him one of his Marſhals , and the Earle of Warwick the other. The Earle of eArunm- 
4-1 15 apponte d Conflabte. Hee diudcs his people into three battailes,one ro march 


Maxſhals | 
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Marſhals, and himſ{clfe in the mid{t wit ht Sm aine Army. The Earle of Huntinoden 


The three Armies by land lodge cuery night in one field. And firſt he ſackes 


"45 WH” TIE ers ons. (eas 
ere nn, 
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Ctic, ſaying he ſacrificed thoſe oblations to Bacorn,Percy,and of! 


TT ————— —— 


forward , andtooke Saint Lo, arich Towne of marchandiſe , : 
Then after ſome bickring , becane Maſter of Cz, and pur all that countrey into ſo 
great terror, as EF: uaife, Lnſearx, Ho #fleur, {tro! 1g walled townes, rendered then ICs 
ynro him. Thisdone he (pread his power in the Ifte of Frawsy to draw our Pr:tip to 
rhe combate, giuing out taat he wou! 1d wraitle with him in the eye of al! Zrance,o: the 
orcar Theater before his capitall Citic of Pars. 

Philiy this while held n n0t his armes in his boſome , but had ramaſied one of the 
faireſt Armics, ſaith the Frexch Hiſtory , tha TLC W as {zene in F 
French, Lorraynes, Almaines, Genonoys, which ” le: towards AZerlan , where King Ed- 


* 717 X >3 fy 6x4 &7 4: 
OL IaAfNce 3 CO HIDPOLICO Ot! 


_—_ 


on, retyres : it was ſuppoſed hee fled for fear, but the euent thowed eat 4h a 
Godof Armies had deſtined his victory for another place. King Php followers and 


| ouertakes him ata Vullage called recs , a Nat2C remarl cable (Gent, ing the Sel | 

' ro ſhow on wha A pleearth all tie cruſt tf numane torces, and the defroncs of the 

| creat are founded. ' us mighty Army of Kins P!ilip,haung the aduantage to bee at 
home were all w As Unc -irs, made oy n account the victory certaine, King Edward re- 
tires to gaine the Riner of So me at Blanguetagne, but the patlage WastoD Morured by | 


_ 


the ſword. For Philip had before fone taicher Grundemar de Fay, with a thouſand | 
and fixe thouſand foote. King Edwara notwithitanding reſolues to paſle nr perith 


and plunges tormott into the Riaer, crying out : They who love mce Will follow me, 


oY <1 


4” rY/ 


and bold adc tenture , "flint :tthes his people Dy his fearcfull countenance. So that the 
Ergiiſh? incountring the Frezch all in diſorder , fell vpon them and pur them to i:ghr. 


Zur rhe retraite was neere to Abbe-2://e and Sair Requiey. The Mie was not great 
asthe ſha we , butſcrned as a preſage FOr a Greater milchiefe to France. T. Theſe d atttou- 
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1! nploye 1for Admirall of his Fle etC,725 tO Tu. ke all the ſhipsls found Lone Sea coalt. | 
of (:ranton, ew all hee found armed or difarmed ther: ein, burnes, razcs, defolates the | 


$ 
found ſet vpon the principall gate) vniutily ma aFacred by Philiy. Thence he marches | 
I 


Dn A een rn en emer 


ward was s ſaid{to | hane made a ſtand and atrended hwn;bur v Pon report Of 1118 CO [PING 


At which VOYECCE A i1tt alt 1n without dil! [Pt ute, {tru 109 Wino {hot 1d | OCe forn :olt, and lo | COCS OUCr the 


pr Pre: 4 the ſhoare gained by the Engliſh. Gundomar - alto! 1i{thed with this vnex! xected, | 


I! 


and fury, 1nt to the he 1dhe marches, clcuated with an ailured hope of a trimnphant vi- 

_— | 
King Edward better tempered, manages h is worke with admirable diſcretion and | 

cio ancy,and hag now INCamP ped 1m a Village called (racy, and there entrenched and | 


fortified himſel lfe, not onely with the trees of the Forreit about it , but with very Pe | 
rampiers, and other defences beſides : cauſing alfo a Parke to bes paled vnder r the 
wood fide behinde his hoſte , w __ 1 were placed ail the Carrs and Carriage s. His 
Army conſiſted of thirtte thouſand men , but in order and courage Aron lo rhe num- 
| ber. The vauntgard | he gaueto the © Prince, and for guides the Earle of 1a;Wicke, Ce. 
| fray de Itarecourt,\t the Lords Stajford , Dela ware , Bourcheir, Cliferd, {vbham, Hal | 
land, Sir TIohn Chandss, Sir Bartholomew Burwaſh, Sir Rovert New He with _ ” indred 
| men at Armes, and two thouſand A: hers, befides a thouſand other , moſt ot them 
Na men.The ſecond battaile was co: mitted ro the Earles Arundel, and N arr ep= 

he Lords Roſſe, willoughby, Baſſer, Saint Albin, Afultor, and others, wherejnwere 
Js *s hundred men at Armes, and rwelae RI Archers. The third batteile rhe 
King led himlelte , hauing et ic n hun 1ared men at / ES, and two thovland Archers. | 
Theſe Bartailes thus ordered , mounted on a white Hob! by , hee rode from ranke to | 


| red menall affrivhred flocke into. Abbe-ville. Where King Pirlp wraged with this 

| Jionow r, reſolned to reuenge ay preſently to prouoke Ki: ng E£4v-74 tothe conm- 

| bate. The aduiſe of his Councell was otherwiſe ; to fuffer his rronpes toreroſe fone | 
| few dates,and recouer their ſpirits, and King Eawv«rd to coole and Ipend his, jn the | 
| meane while. Burt hardly had this King the patience to ftay in + fobe-vilie One day', | 
| whiles the bridge to paſſe ouer his Army w as rePayring. Ana with this precipitation | 
| 61 
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The Life,and Rgione of Edward the third. 


The ordering 
of the French 
Kings Army 
at the bartell 
of Creſſy. 


King Edward 


diſcouers the 
diſorders of 
the French . 


King Edward 
obraines the 
vieory in this 
great batrell 
of Creſſy. 


The French 
King flies. 


| 


ranke to view them, the one Marſhall on his right hand,the other on his left, incoura- | 
ging eucry man that day to haue regard to his right and honour. | 

The French Kings Army was greater both in luſtre and aduantage , compoſed of | 
aboue ſixty thouſand combatants well armed, whereof the chicfe were , Charles Earle 
of Alanſon the Kings brother , lohn de Luxembourg King of Bohemia, Charles de Bloys 
the Kings Nephew, Ralph Duke of Lorrayne, the Earle of Flanders, Neuers, Sancerre, 
the Dolphin de Yzermo:s.: of Barons, Knights, and- Gentlemen, aboue three thouſand: 
and on the Eue of the battaile Ame Earle of Sauoy arriued with a thouſand men at 
armes more, which made the French King ſwell with aſſurance of the maſterie, ſo thar 
he longed to be at the incounter. The Vauntgard hee commits to his brother Conte 
4 eAlanſon, the Reere to the Earle of Sawoy , the maine battaile hee leads himſelfe : 
his heate would ſcarce permit time for a little counſell what was fit to bee done. The 
old King of Bohemia aduiſed that the Army ſhould firſt take ſome repaſt, and that the 
Infanterie conſiſting of Gexoxeſe (which were abour fifteene thouſand crofſe-bowes, 
and ſure men) ſhould make the firſt front , and the Cauallarie to follow, which was 
agreed on. After this repaſt the Yauntgard ſer on,the Conte d' Alznſon, contratie to 
this order, tooke it 1}] that the Geroneſe were in the firſt ranke,and in fury cauſed them 
to change place, which changed the Seat of the Army , and wrought that diſcontent 
as. it irritated them more againſt the leader then the enemy : beſides there fell at the 
inſtant a piercing ſhower of raine , which diflolued their ſtrings and mace their bowes 
| ynaſefull, and art the breaking vp of the ſhower, the Sunne ſhone full in the face of 
| the French (dazlivg their fight) and on the backes of the Ereiſh , as if all made tor 
them. 

King Edward who had gotten to a winde-mill hill, beholdivg as from a Sentinell, 
with a (etled ſpirit, the countenance of the enemy, anddiſcouering beth this accident, 
and the hurlement made by the change of place, ſlacks not to take aduanta gethere- 
of, and inſtantly ſends to charge thar part , wichout giuing them time to reaccom- 
moderate themſclues ; infomuch as the diſcouraged Genoneſe recoyle,which the Conte 
4 Alanſon perceining, and comming on with the horſe, in great rage cries out , Oz, 
on, let vs make way vponthe bellies of theſe Genoueſe, who doe but hinder vs : and inſtant- 
ly prickes on witha full carrier through the midſt of them , attended with the Earles 
of Lorrayne, Sauoy, and the Dolphin de Yiemnoss, and neuer takes breathtill hee came 
vpto the Engliſh battaile , where the Prince was, which they found better ſerled ; 
their horſes flanked with troupes of Archers, whoſe ſtrings hauing nor felt the raine, 
rained ſuch a ſhower of iteele vpon them, as cooled their heate and all diſordered 
them. The French king ſeeing his brother thus indangered, makes vp to diſingage 
him , whereupon the fight grew hotte and doubtfull , infomuch asthe Commanders) 
about the Prince,ſend to King Edward ro come vp with his power to ayde them : the 
King demands the meflenger , whether his ſonne were ſlaine of hurt : the meſſen- 
ger anſered no, but hee was like to bee ouer laide, Well then' ſaid the King , re- 
turne, and tell them who ſent you , that ſo long as myſonne is aliue , they ſend no more to 
me What ener happen,for 1 will that the honour of this day bee his, And ſo being left to try 
for themſclues, they wrought it out with the ſword , and recouered the aduantage, 
by reaſon the French King (hauing his horſe ſlaine vnder him and in danger tobee 
trodento death , had hee not beene recoucred by the Lord John Beamont , his new 
Penſioner) was to the great diſcouragement of his people withdrawn out of the field. 
Whereof notice being once taken by the Engliſh, the day was ſoone after theirs , and 
the greateſt victory they cuer had yet againlt the French: and fo bloody as there 1s not 
mention made of one priſoner taken in the bartraile : for they being once put to rout, 
were all, whom the ſword could overtake , ſlaughtered out right. Some few troupes 
that held rogether,ſaued themſclues by retyring to places neere adioyning. The French 
king hiwſelfe with a ſmall company got to Brazin the night , and in approaching the 
walles, the Guard, asked #/ho goes there,he anſwered, The fortune of France. His voyce 
being knowne the gates are opened, and in is hee receined with the teares and lamen- 
rations of his people, whom yet he ſcekes to comfort all he could. The number of the 
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| ſlaine on the place are certified to be 30.thouſand. The chicfemen were Charles «4. 
| 
| 
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- Batcaile, the bodics of rhe ſlaine, and their ſpoiles. The occaſion of this great Octcir 
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L1::fon, Tohn Dake of Borbone, Ralph Earle of Lorraine, Lonys Earle of Flanders, Iaques | 
Daiphin de Viennots {on to Imberr(who afrer gaue Dauphine to the Crowne of France) 
te Earles of Saucerre, [Tarcowt (brother to Geofry ) and many other Earles, Barons, 
4n4 Gentlemen to the number of 1 500. This mecnorable vicorie napned vpon the Sa- 
trorday after Bartholomew day, being the 26:of Auguſt 13.46. : | 
All the Markes of an intire onerthrow reſted with King Edward : the field of the 


. I" 
i 


—— 
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(according to humnaine contecture) the French attribute to the chollec, rathnefſe and 
precipitation of their King and his brother , and ſure temeritie and preſumption have 
euer beene the ruine of great Actions, eſpecially in warre. 

King Edward managed tos victorie with as great moderation as he wanne it : and | 
firſt, having imbraced his Soane, commending his valour ſhewed that day, he renders | 
thankes to God after, as he had inuoked his ayde before ar the beginning of the Bar- 
taile,and carely in the morning, bceing Sunday , he ſent out 300. Lances, and 2005. 
Archers todiſconer waat was become of the enemic, who found great Troupes of ſuch 
as were COmmuing from Abbe-uifte, St, Requier, Roan, and Beanuvoys, (ignorant of what | 


had hapned) led by the Archbiſhop of Rozzand the Prior of France, whom they like- | 


wiſe defeited, and ſlew 7000. Our Writers report, that of Straglers which were fledde | 
from the Bartaile, or comming on , having lo{t their way by reaſon of a thicke mitt | 
which hapned that morning) were flaine many more then in the field the day before, 
which ſheweth vs the wonderfull lofle this afficted Countrie ſulteined at one fata!! 


blow. 
But this was not all the victories thar fell to King Edward that veere, there was an | 
other of more importance gotten in England, by the Qneene ard his people ar home | 
againſt the King of Scors;zwho being (et on by theFrerch to divert the war there,entred | 
vpon the Kingdome with 60.thouſand men , as our Writers report, aſſuring hinſelfe | 
of ſucceſſe, inregard (as he ſuppoſed) the maine ſtrength thereof was now gone into 
France. But he found the contrary: the Lords of the Notth, as Gi/bers de Humfrincle, 
Earle of «Angos, Henry Perc, Ralph Nunle,Williaw Dayzcourt with the Archbiſhop of 
Yorke,the Biſhop of Durham, and others of the Clergie, gathered fo great force, and 
fo well ordered them by the animation of the Queene (who was there in perſon) as 
they vrterly defeitcd this great Armie ; tooke Daxid their King priſoner , with the 
Earles of Fife, Menttth, Murry, Sutherland, the Lord Donglzs, the Archbiſhop of Szint 
»Aadrewes and others, and put to the {word 15. thouſand Score, This vi@orie folllike- 
wiſe vpon a Saturday, and ſixe weekes after that of (7eſſie. And as if all concurred ro 
make this yeeretriumphant. The aydes ſent to the Counteſie of Xonfert in Brittaine, 
lead by Sir T homas DagWorth,ouerthrew and rooke priſoner, Charles de Blozs, preten- | 
der to that Duchie, and with him 2Zonfienr 1a Val, the Lords Rochford , Beaumanoyr, | 
Loyacg,, with many other Barons, Knights and Eſquires : there were {laine in the in- | 
L 12 Val (father of him which wasraken (Vicont Rohan, Monſicur | 
| 


counter the Lord De 
de Chaſtean Brian, de Mealeſtroit, de Quintin, de Direual, great Lords, beſides many o- 


ther worthy mcx{at Armes, Knightsand Eſquires, to the number of about 700. Thus 
all fc11 before the ſword of England. 


Now King Edward, without medling with the great Cities , «Amiens, and «Abbe. | 


ville, which were both neere, marches on directly and ſets downe before (alars, a 
Towne of more importance for England, andthe gatetoall the reſt : wherein John de 
Fienne Marſhall of France,and the Lord & Andreghen,a greatman in his time,comman- 
ded. All that Winter King EdWard hauing ſheltred his people as in another Towne, 
furniſhed with all prouiſions, lay without any moleſtation of the French King , who 
this while was likewiſe beſieged with the affliction of his owne ſtate. Misfortune is 
ever held a great fault , both in mightie men and meane, and opens the mouthes of 
thoſe whoſe hearts are peruerſe. The peopleot France were in extreamepouertie, yet 
notwithſtanding the neceſsirie of the Kings affaires muſt conſtraine treſh ſapplies. 
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The State of 
France, 


Conditions 
forthe rende- 
ring of Calla, 


. of Monies , the deminiſhing of trafficke, augmentation of impoſtes, Subſidies, Ga- 
; bels, &c. were the cauſes of this publike murmure, and put the people in diſpaire, fee- 
ing noend of thetroubles wherein their King was daily more and more ingaged. And 
now was no way tohelpe him , butby an aſſembly of the States. Wherein the Finan- 
ciers,Receiuers and managers of monies are called to render an account, and the trea- 
ſure committed tothe diſpoſing of the Cleargie and the Nobles, to take away ſuſpiti- 
onin the people of ill dealing. Foure Biſhops,two Abbots,and foure Knights are cho- 
(en for that buſineſſe. Pierre des Eſſars Treaſurer of France, is commirted to priſon, 
condemned ina great Fine to the King. Other Officers and accountants reſtore at 
once,what they were long in garhering. The Banquiers, Lombards, and other v{urers, 
are put to the preſle for their vnlawfull exactions : and the Intreſts are prooued to ex- 
ceed the Principall, which is confiſcate to the King, and the Intercſt giuen to the Deb- 
tors. Courſes, wherewith indigent Kings1n expenſiue times vie to ſerue their turnes, 
and pleaſe their oppreſſedpeople. Which I hauc the rather noted, though it lye with- 
out our circle, to ſhew that other Kings likewiſe laide hand vpon what they could fa- 
ſten,as wellas ours haue done, and made benetite of mens oftences : orely this of the 
Vſurer is new to vs,bur yet like to that practiſed heretofore vponthe Jewes, and might 
ſerue a turne with as much content to the people, and as fairea ſhew of a iuſt correci.- 
on as theirs did, the nature of the Extortors being alike. | 

Ayded with this meanes , and the ready ſeruice of his Noblesand ableſt ſubicRs, 
the French King,inthe ſpring, hath an Army in the field, approaches Calls, but finds 
no way open to come to releeue it, The King of England was both Maſter of the Ha- | 
nen, and poſſeſt of all other waics whatſoeucr were paſſable,and had the Flemmings his 
friends, who with a huge Army had beſieged 4yre, and did much mifchiefe on the 
confines of France. To oppoſe them,is John Duke of Normandy, the Prince, ſent for 
out of Guien , who beeing no ſooner remooued from thence , but Henry; of Lancaſter, 
Earle of Derby became maſter of the field (hauing an Army conſiſting of twelue hun- 
dred men at armes, two thouſand Archers , and three thouſand other foot Engliſh and 
Gaſcoines)takes in moſt of the Townes of Yaintorge,and Poiften,in the end beficged and 
| ſacked Poytters, and ſo returnesto Burdeaux with more pillage then his people could 
well beare. Thus the French ſuffer euery where. Their King , not beeing able to ap= 
proach to grapple with the King of England, ſends to (olicite him to appoint ſome 
place of bartaile , and hee would incounter him. King Edward returnes anſwer ; If 
hee would make his owne way to come thuher vnto him, there hee ſhould finde him - for, 
from thence hee would not part , hauing there laine ſo long , to his great labour and charge, 
and beeing naW ſo neere the point of gaining the place. The two Cardinals ſent from 
the Pope , labour to mediate a peace, and Commiſsioners on either ſide meete to 
treate - but nothing could bee effected. Sothar the French King was forced to breake 
vp his Armie and retire to Pars, leauing Calais, and the defendants vnreleeued, 
to the mercy of the Befieger, which when they vnderſtood, they ſent to deſire 
Parle , had it granted, and therein recejued this finall ſentence : that ſixe of the 
chiefe Burgefſes ſhould bee fent to the King bare-headed , bare-footed,in their ſhirts, 
with halters about their necks , the keyes of the Towne and Caſtle in their hands, 
and ſubmit themſelues tothe Kings will : for the refidue hee was content to take 
to mercy. This ſentence intimatedto the miſerable towneſmen , they all in lamen- 
table manner looking each on other, who ſhould bee choſen for this ſacrifice, one 
amongſt the reſt ftands vp , and boldly ſpake tothis effe&. Fellow citizens, for mine 
owne part I that haue ſo often expoſed my life , in this long ſiege for my (ounrie (and haue 
beene euery day to dit) amnow moſt willing to ſacrifice the ſame for my la$F oblation 
thereunto , and will cneerefully carry my head te the wvittorie of the King of England, not 
deſiring to ſuruiue the perdition of my miſerable Countrie, Which free and reſolute fpeech | 
ſo wrought with this amazed people , as now they ſtriue who ſhould bee one of the 
fixe ; and cryed , Let vs goe, let vs goe wnto death , « ts the laſt duty we ought to ren- 
der to our natiue ſoyle. Sixe are preſently choſen , and ſent according to the ſentence, 
preſenting themſelues on their knees to the King, and beſeeching him to ſhew 
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rion,and would not (although great ſupplication was made for them by kis Counſel) 


vnto her ; which done ſhe cauſed them to be clothed, gane them their dinner, and fixe 
nobles a man, appointing them to be ſafely conuayed out of the Armie, andfet at li- 
berty. An Ac worthy of ſo great a Qucene, and the greater by thisher deed of mer. 
cie. The King though 1n this he were ſterne , yet was he more ſparing of blood then 
his Grand-father EdWard 1. and had more oft Compaſsion ; as ſhewed an A in this 


olde men, women, and children put out of the gates , hee forced. them not backe a- 
gaine which hee might haue done , the ſooner to conſume their ſtore , but ſuffered 
them to paſſe thorow his Armie, gaue them to cate, and two pence a peece to cuery 
one. 

And thus was that ſtrong Towne of Callazs rhe third of Augaſt 143.47. gotten, after 
almoſt an yeeres ſiege with infinite coſt ard labour : all the inh<birants are turned 
out, and ſent away to ſceke new dwellings; a Colonie of the Erglſh planted therem, 
and ſo it remained in the poſſc{sion ot the Crowne of Enzlarnd, 210. yeeres after. And 
now this triumphant King hauing made truce for ſome few moneths, and taken order 
for theſafe keeping of his hard gotten prize, rcrurnes with his Queene, the Prince,and 
his people into England, to make Holy-day , and 1n1oy thebenefite of their bootics 
brought home out of France , which are (aid to bee fo great as euery houſe had ſome 
part, and the wines ct England, now fAourith with the {tufte and ornaments of thoſe of 
France,who in the meane time lament their loſſes : and here 1s nothing but Feaſts,and 
Trinmphes throughour the Kingdome. And to addeto this glorie,the Princes Elefors 
ſcnd ro {ignifie, that they had choſen King Edward, King of the Romans : which great 
dignitie, notwithſtanding he refuſed, being it ſeemed out of his way, or cumberſome 
to deale withall. =D 

Bur before that yeere ended, this great iollitie, heere in Exglard tnrned to the ſad- 
deit mourning that could be poſsible. The inuttible Sword of Heaucen makes ſuch a 
rauage vpon Mankinde, as had not beene knowne before. A contagious Peſtitence a- 
riſcth in the Eaſt and South parts of the World , that difpreads 1t felfe over all Chri- 
ſtendome. And in England they write that it rooke away more then the halfe of men: 
as if the Diuine prouidence ſeeing them thus violently bent to deftroy and maſſacre 
one another, would leflen their numbers for their fields, and take to ir ſelfe the venge- 
ance of blood-ſhed in this terrible manner. Churchyards could not heere ſuffice to 
burie the dead, new grounds are purchaſed tor that purpoſe. It 1s noted there dyed in 
London, betweene the firſt of 1azmary and the firit of July 573 74. perſons. 'Other Ci- 
ties and Townes ſuffered the like , according to their portions. All which calamitie 
notwithſtanding, could not deterrethoſe egar Princes from proſecuting their quarrell, 
nor yer ſo vnfurniſh their fields but that they found {t1l] freſh hands for blood: thed, as 
ſhewed their many conflicts ſhortly after. But yer 1t gave ſome pawle, til! the feruour 
of the contagion aflwaged, which was alto attended with a miſerable famine, murraine 
of Cattle, and ſterrilitie of the carth, cauſed throvgh the indiſpolition of the Hezuens, 
and want of culture, 

The firſt Action after this, was the Kings going oner to Calars, vpon an infor- 
mation of a practiſe to ſurpriſe the Towne, contrined by the Fremch , which was thus. 
Monſieur de Charmy, Gouernour of Saint Omers, had dealt with eAmericode Pauia, 
whom King EdWward had left Captaine of the Caſtle of Calars,ofring him 20.thouſand 
Crownesto be receiued into the Caſtle : Americo accepts the offer , and appoints a. 
night for the buſineſſe. Io which night (by aduertiſement from Americo) King Ed- 
ward arrines with 300. menat Armes, and 600. Archers. Aonſieur Charmy (ets out 
likewiſe the ſame night from Saint Omers with his Forces , and ſent 100. armed men 
before with the Crownes to Americo, and to poſleſſe the Caſtle. The men arelet in at 
a Poſterne Gate , the Crownes receiued , and themſelues laide in hold. . Which done 
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mercy vnto them. The King commands them 1nſtantly to be carricd to their execu- | 


be diverted; in regard as hefaid of his oath : till the Queene , great with Chile , fell | 
on her knees before him, and with tcarcs obtained their pardon, and had them ginen | 
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the gates of the Towne are opened, and out marches the King before day , to en- 
counter Aonſieur de (harny , comming on with his forces, who perceining himſelte 
betrayed, put his people to the beſt defence he could,and the King of England to a hard 
bickring ; who, for that he would not be knowne there in perſon, put himſelfe and the 
Prince, vnder the colouts of the Lord Walter Manny , and was twice beaten downe on 
his knees, by 2ſongeur de Riboumont, a hardy Knight (with whom hee fought hand to 
hand) and yet recouered , and in the end tooke R:iboumont priſoner. Charny was like- 
wiſe taken, and all his forces defeited. King Edward the nighr after (which was the 
firſt of the new yeere) feaſted with the priſoners , and gaue Riboument in honour of 
his valour (wherein he honoured his owne) a rich chapler of Pearle , which himſ{clte 
wore onhis head (for a New-yeeres-gift) forgaue him his ranſome, and ſet him at li- 
berty. Thereſt pay dearely for whatthey got not, and were well warmed how to 
trafficke in thar kinde. Yetthe Engl:ſh not long after in the like practiſe had betrer 
ſucceſſe, and got the Caſtle of Gaz/nes (a peece of great importance neere Calazs) for 
a ſumme of money giuen to one Beauconroy a French man. Of which Caſtle , when 
the French King demanded reſtitution, in regard of the Truce ; King Edward returnes 
anſwer : T hat for things bought and ſold betweene their people , therem was ns exception, 
and ſo held it. 

Shortly after, the French King not borne to liue to ſee any better fortune, dyes, lea- 
uing thardiſtreſſed Kingdome to hisfonne 7ohn; who found farre worſe. For theſe 
fore noted wounds, were but as ſcratches to that State, compared with thoſe horrible 
maimes itindured in his,and after in the Raignesof Charles 6, and 7. till the ſword of 


England was turned home vpon it ſelte,to let out theblood of reuenge with as tragicall 
miſchiefes, on the ſucceſſours of theſe ators, who now thus wrought others ruines 
aboade. | 

King Edward the next yeere after, is againe in perſon with a Fleet on the Sea, to 
incounter certaine Sparſh ſhippes, paſsing from Flanders loaden with cloath and o- 
ther commodities,whom,aftera great fight, and much blood ſhed on either ſide , hee 
rooke with all their ſubſtance : for that the Spamards the yeere before , entered the 
Riuer Garome,and tooke away certaine Engliſh (hips, loaden with wines and ſlew all 
the Engliſh. Hisforces in Guienwere not idle this while , but many conflicts paſſed 
betweene the French and them ; notwithſtanding the Truce which was renewed. The 
warres in Brataine likewiſe continue , and are hotly maintained betweene the 
two Ladies , the widdow of e Forfort, and the wife of Charles de Bloys (whoſe 
husband remaines priſoner in England) cager defenders of eithers pretended right. 

Diuerſe ouertures of peace had beene made by Legates , ſent from the Pope, and 
Commilsioners often mette , to the great expence of both Kings, but nothing could 


bee concluded, (the winner and the loſer ſeldome agreeing vpon conditions, in regard 
the one will haue more then the other is willing to yeeld vnto) and fo temporary 
Truces (which were but flenderly obſerued) are onely taken to winne time. Theſe 2- 
&ions not only conſumed our men , but the treaſure of the kingdome. The warre, 
though inuaſiue, could not maintaine ir ſelfe. The monies here arealtered , and aba- 
ted in weight, and yet made to paſſe according to the former value. Before this time 
there were noneother peeces but Nobles and halfe Nobles, with the ſmall peeces of 
filuer called ſterlings ; but now grotes of foure-pence , and halfe grotes of two 
pence , equiuolent to the ſterling money , are coined, which inhanſed the prices of 
things , that riſe or fall according to the plenty of ſcarcitie of Coine. Which made 
ſcruants aud labourers to raiſes their wages accordingly, Whereupon a Statute was 
made inthe Parliament, now held at Weſtminſter , to reduce the ſame to the accuſto- 
med rate which was giuen before the late great Mortality, This cauſed much mur- 
muring amongſt them , imputing the cauſe thereof to Wilkiam Edington Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, the Kings Treaſurer, whom they held tobe the Author of the abatement of 
the Coine. | | 

The King conceiuing diſpleaſure againſt the Flemmrmgs , for being diſappointed of 
the Match betweene a Daughter of his, andtheir yong Eare of Louys (who was eſca- 


ped | 
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' ped into Frazce, and betowed on a daughter of the Duke of Brabant ) with-drawes 
the Mart or Staple of woolles from rheir Townes,greatly inricked thereby, and cau- 
ſed the ſame tobe kept at Weſtminſter, Chicheſter, Canterbury, Lincolne, Warwicke, Yorke, 
New-caſtle, Exceſter ,Carmarden, Brijtoſl, and Hull.Holding it fitter to aduance his own 

townes then {trangers,by the commodities of th? Kingdome. And here are prouident 
' Ordinances enacted, for the gouernitg and ordering this Staple. 


| ges of Rivers, hindring the paſſages of Boates, Lighters, and other Veſſels ſhould 


| bee remooned. An Ac moſt commodious tothe Kingdome, but it tooke little eff, 

' faith my Authour, by reaſonof bribing and corrupting Lords, and great men, who 

| regarded more their owne, then the pnblike benefite : A miſchiefe farall to all good 

; Ordinances; and yet it is an honour to that time,that ſo behoouefull an a& was ordai. 

| ned, For, this eaſie conuaying and pasſing of Commodities from that place to place 

, : ; - # , 5 

to impart the ſame more generally,would(no doubt)be an infinit benefir to this ſtate: | 
And ſeeing God hath made vs Rivers proper for the ſame, it isour negligence,or ſloth | 

| if we marre them,or make them not vicfull in that kind, as other nations do with farre | 

| Iefler ſtreames. | | | 

| There is mentioned alſo an At to be made,at the inſtance of the Londoners, that no 

; Common Whore ſhould weare any hood; except rayed,or ſtriped with divers colours, 

| or Furres,but garments reuerſed, the wrong ſide outward: whereinthey did well to ſer 

| adeformed marke vpon fouleneſſe,to make it appeare the more odious. 

| Afeer this Parliament, Henry Earle of Derby, is created Duke of Larcaſter , and | 

| Ralph Lord Stafford, Earle of Stafford ; and heere Charles de Bloys , along priſoner in | 

| England, agreed for his Ranſome, which was 40, thouland Florims, and was permit- | 

| ted to returne into Britagne to prouide the ſame. Great mediation is mads by the 

Popeto accord thetwo Kings, and Commiſſioners meet on both ſides, to treate and 

conclude a Peace. The chiete Article in deliberation, was ; T hat the King of England 

ſhould enioy all the Lands of his Duchy of Aquitaine, without holding the ſame by reſort or 

homage of the Crowne of France : ana un conſideration thereof, ſhould reſigne all bis Clayme 

and title to that Kinodome.And this was in a manner then fully agreed on,yet in the end 

broken off by the French(.A lledging they could not alienate _ thing from the Body of that 

Crowne )to their farther confuſion and miſchefe haning beene better to haue Fared a formal 

Ceremony appertaining to a part then to haue had the Whole ſo miſerably rent and torne in pie- 

ces a5 it was. Andyetintheend were they faine to make their agreement vpon the 

ſame very Article,at the Treaty of Britigny. 

But now the Commiſſioners returning without effeRing any thing, the King of 
England grew ſo diſpleaſed , ashee would not hearxento any further prorogation of 
Truce,though it were not inſtantly vrgd by two Cardinals ſent from Auignion by Pope 
Clement the 6.(who being a French-man borne, laboured much for the peace of his 
Countrey )and preparation is made for freſh wars. The Prince of Wales now growne 
a man, is appointed by Parliament rogoe into G/coigne with 1000, menat Armes, 
2000.archers,and a greatnumber of -Iſhmen, and in June following, ſets foorth with 
300.Sayle ;attended with the Earles of Warwicke,Suffolke, Salisbury,and Oxford , the 
Lord (handos,the Lord James Audley,Sir Robert Knoles Sir Franke de Hall, with many 
others. 

About Michelmas following , the King himſclfe paſſes ouer to Calais with another 
Army,taking with him two of his ſonnes, Lionel of AnVWwarpe, now Earle of Yifter, 
(by the right of his wife, Elizaberh daughter and heire to William Brugh ; ) And John 
of Gant, Earle of Richmont. There met himat Calars, of Mercinaries out of G ermany, 
Flanders and Brabant, a thouſand men at Armes.. Sothat his Army conſiſted of three 
thoaſand men of Armes, and twothouſand Archers on horſe-backe ; beftdes Archers 
on foote. The City of London ſent 300. men at Armes, and 505, Archers all in one 
Linery, at their owne charge. Butallthis great power effe&ed nothing at that 
time, the French king would not be drawne to any incounter : both inregard of the 
potency of hiscnemy, and ſome turbulencies DapPening amongſt his owne people, 
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| but he ſodisfurniſhes the country(where the Engliſh were to paſle Jof all piouifions to 
| ſuſtaine them,as the King of England was forced to returne. CN 
| Thediſtemperatures of France that this time diſeaſed ir, grew from the violent 
| hnamors of Charles King of Nauarre, who had married 7ane the French Kings Caug h- 
| ter, a Prince of a ſtirring ſpirit, ſubtile, hanghty , and preſuming vpon his great 
Eſtate,and high blood, being the ſonne of Louys Conte 4 Eurcux and Jane davgh- 
ter to King Loxys Huttin, which Jane was put by the inheritance-of the Crowne of 
France by Philip de Long her Vncle, in regard of the Solicque Law : and by him pre- 
ferred to be Queene of Nauarre, in whoſe right this Charles her ſonne, bare both 
the title and ſtate of that kingdome, wich many other great inheritances : all which 
could not yer content him, but holding himſclfe wronged that hee had not alſo the 
Counties of Champagne and Bry, which appertayned to his mother by the ſame right 
as did the kingdome of Nauarre , enters mto violent courſes, And ( daring not to 
' Thekin 2of complaine direaly of the King) hee falles vpon the Conſtable of F YArnce,as chicte of 
| Navarrezdi- | his Councell , and one of whom he was 1ealous , 1n regard of the Kings particular 
| Kurbes the fauour vnto him, and in the end cauſed him to bee murdered in his bed ar L' Aztgle 1n 
| French kiag, | Normandy , ruſhing himſelfe vp into his Chamber, accompanyed with his brother 
| Philip of Nauarre, two of the Harecourts,and divers other ofhis owne retinue. After 
the deede done, hee retyres to his owne City of Eurcxx, and inſtifics the aQ to be 
lawful], 

The French Kivg, though extreamely ſtang herewith, yet was faine to ter:-poriſe, 
and promiſesthe King of Nauarre, 1t hee would come and crave pardon, hee ſhon!Q 
hauc it. Whereapon hee appeares | Pars betore the Councell, to rendes reaſon for 
his a, is condemned, as guilty of treaſon (notwithſtanding the Kings promiſe) and 
commirted priſoner. Three Queenesare earneſt ſutors for him, his mother (rhe olde 
Queene of Nazarre) his filter (the widdow of the late King Philip de Ualors ) and | 
his owne wife daughter to the French King. His releaſe is obray ned, and away: hee 
goes with the rancour of this wound (which had beene better nor giuen, voleſſe 
it had beene home) offers his ſeruice to the King of England (who knew well how 
to make vſe of ſuch a powerfull member) and withall ſurpriſes certayne pieces in 
Normandy, practiſing all he could to withdrawethe peoples afftecions,and aydes from 
theirKing,when he had moſt neede of them, Theſe infolencies, notwithſtanding the 
French Kaog is faine to endure and difſewble, vntill hee mighr againe take him vpon 
ſome aduantage:to vſe force,he ſaw was dangerous,both in regard of his party,and the 
F--þ time. An occaſion at length tell out,whereon he ſeazes. Charles his eldeſt ſonne bei Ng 
| The French | latel y inuelted inthe Duchy of Normandy,is viſited by allthe great men in the Coun. 
| ri 56/51 Ol | trey,amongit whom as chiefe comes the King of Nauarre, and 1s royally feaſted at 
| Nauarrepri. | Roan. Whereof the French king hauing notice,ſets out of Parzs ſuddenly, rakes him at 
| ſoner. dinner with his ſonne,and without farther proceſſe cauſes foure of the principall which 
| The Duke of | ,qafſacred the Conſtable,to be preſently executed : of which,two were the Harecourts 

Lancaſter _ brethren: and withall ends away Nauarre vnder ſure guard to Arras, and his chicfeſt 
| Foſs pon *%e | ſernants todiners priſons. 
king of N- This ſudden execution , though 1t gaue a prefent amazement, yet it wakened 
aarres brother | rhe partiſans of Navarre, and eſpecially Philip his brother , who with G effrey Hare- 
and others. court(V ncle to the two brethren)paſt ouer into England, exclayming againſt this vio- 

1335 » | lentmurther, invoking King Edward , in a cale of ſo notorious inijuſtice,to ayde them: 

offering their hearts, their goods, their townes and hauens, to let him-into Normay.. 
| LINITIO. ay. The occaſion is entertayned, the Duke of, Lancaſter is ſent ouer with fourc 
| R er.209 thouſandmen at Armes, and by the alli{tance of thisgreat party, winnes many ſtrong 
| ". It Townes. 
Fog King Edwara to be furniſhed for ſo great ations, hath by Parliament granted vn- 
| hy fn of | to him fifty ſhillings vpon euery facke of wooll, for fixe yeares next enſuing : by 
' every ſack of | which impoſition 1t was rhought, (ſay our hiſtories) the King might diſpend 2 
; wooll,for fixe | thouſand markes ſterling, a day. Such ventof woolles were there in that time, And 
| yeares. preſently after the Parliament , 1n winter (to ſhew that hee was for all weathers ) he 


goes | 
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g0c5 with an Army to recouer Barwicke, which had beene ſurpriſed by the Scots, 


whileſt he was laſt at {alazs ; and here hath hee not onely his Towne, but the whole 
| Kingdorme of Scorland reſigned vnto him,by Edward Batol, who helde himſelfe King 
thercof by the beſt title,bur nor belt regarded : for King Alexander (though now Pri- 
ſoner 1n England)had the moit powerfull party there:and ſo both were Kings to their 
ſzuerall ſides that held them ſo:2 miſerable diſtraction to that poore Kingdome. And 
eucry where dwelt affliction but in England,and here was nothing but Triamphs, Van. 
quiſhings,and Recouerings in all parts. 

The Prince enters Gaien,paſſes ouer Longuedoc to T holouſe, Narboune, Burges, with- 
out any encounter in the ficld;ſacks,ſpoyles,deſtroyes where he goes, and loaden with 
bootie returnes to Burdearx, hs 

The French King thus aſſaulted on all ſides, gathers whar power he poſSibly could, 
and firſt makes againſt his enemies in Normandy, recouers many of his loſt Townes ; 
and was likely ro haue there preuailed,bur that he was drawne of force to oppole this 
freſh Inuador,the Prince of Wales,who was againe abroad,and come vp into T oureyne; 
againſt whom he brings his whole Armie, cauſing all the Townes and pafſages vpon 
the Riner Loyrto be ſtrongly guarded: Whereupon the Przxce, whole forces were not 
to encounter thoſe ſo mighty,was aduiſed to withdraw again thorow T oureyn and Poy- 
fou,towards Burdeaux. The French King to preuent his courſe followes, and w ithin 
two Leagues of Poyfiers hath him at a great aduanrage. Two Cardmals at that in- 
ſtant came from the Pope to mediate a peace. The French King ſuppoſing he had his 
Enemy now in his mercy,would accept of none other conditions, bat that the Prince 
ſhould deliuer him foure Hoſtages,and as vanquithed , render himfclte and his Army 
to hts diſcretion. | 

The Prince was content to reſtore vnto him what he had gained vpon him,but with- 
our preiudice cf his honour ; wherein he ſaid ; Hee ſtod accomptable to his Father , and 
to bis Country. Sothe Legates perſwaſions ( though earneſtly vrged )) could prenaile 
nothing vpon the French Kings obſtinacy : who preſuming of victory ( 1nregard his 
Army was ſixe to one) would inſtantly (as loath ro looſe 'time to looſe himſelte ) ſer 
vpo! the Prince:who reduced to this Straight, takes what 2duantage he could of the 
ground,and prouidently got the benefir of Vincs,Shrubsand Buthes, on thar part hee 
was like to be aſſtiled,to impeſter and intaugle the French horſe, which he ſaw were to 
come furiouſly vpon him. The ſuccefſe anſwered his expectation, tor behold the Caual- 
lary of his enemics vpon their firſt aſſault, wraptand incumbred amongſtthe Vines,fo 
thar his Archers without danger,gall and annoy them ar thear pleaſure, 

For the French King to gine the honour of the day to his Cauallarie (wherof he had 
cauſed a choice to bee elected out of enery company, to the diſcontent of the reſt (tm- 
ployed them onely without his 1nfanery : So thatthey being diſordered, and pur to 
rout,his whole Army came to be vtterly defeited. 

The errors committed in the batraile of Creſſie, could not warne the King to anode 
the like. For had hee had the patience to hauerymed itout awhile, the Prince could 
not haue poſſibly ſabſiſted, beeing thus iuuironed,and ſhutte vp trom all fuccours as 
hee was : and n&v thus furiouſly afſaulted, and having no ſafety bur what was to bee 
wrought by the Sword (which deſperation -cuer makes the ſharper.) Hee, and his 
ſhewed that admirable courage that day, as purchaſed them the moſt memorable glo- 
ry that ener any Martiall a&ion did , that wasarchicued by the Engliſh with fo fewe 
hands, | 
Here was now the Head of that great Kingdome-claymed, taken Priſoner , with 
his youngeſt ſonne Philip (who valiantly defending his father, when his other bro- 
thers forſooke him , had afterward the Ticle of Hardy, and became Duke of Bur- 
gogne ) Iaques de Borbon, Conte de Ponthieu, the Arch-biſhop of Sens, Iohnd' eArtoys, 
Cont? 4 Eu, Charles d' Artoys, fs brother Conte de Longneville, Charles Conte de T an- 
carville, the Conts of Vendoſme,Salbourg, Dampmartin, and La Roche, with many 0- 
ther Lords of markesbeſides 2000. Knights,Eſquires,and Gentlemen ; in ſo much as 


the Conquerours, holding it nor ſafe to retaine ſo many, let many of them goe. 
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| The French , who can giue beſt account of their owneloſſes, report there dyed | 
in the battayle a thouſand ſcauen hundred Gentlemen , amongſt which were fif- | 
ty two Bannerets : the moſt eminent, Peter de Barbon, the Duke & «Athens Con- | 
The flainein ſtable of France , lan de Clermont Marſhall, Geffrey de Charny High Chamber- 
the battaile, | laine. There eſcaped from this battaile three of the French Kings ſonnes (for hee 
brought them allthither) Charles Prince Dauphin (and che firſt ſo intitled ) Lowys 
after Duke of eAmou, Iohn Duke of Berry, all great aRours in the time follow- 
ing. | 

4 This blow might ſceme to haue beene enough to hane vtterly ouerthrowne that 
kingdome, and abſolutely ſubdued it tothe Crowne of England , burthat it was a bo- 
dy which conſiſted of ſo many ſtrong limbs, had ſuch ſtore of ſpirits diſperſed in ſee 
rall parts,and contained ſo wide an extent of ſtate, as all this blood letting covld rot ! 
diſſolue it,or make it faint to giue ouer. And ſure theſe powerfull kingdomes, howlo- | 
euer they may be diſcaſed, and ſuffer,either through the diſtemperature of their ho2ds, | 
or diſtraRions 'of theit other parts, canneuer (vnleſſe by a generall difloJution) 
be ſolow brought,but they will recouer againe in the end : their frame holds by many 
nayles,which neuer fayle all together. 

The Prince of Wales jn this battaile, hath a double victory, the one by the ſword 
the other by his Curteſie : firſt hee viſits the captiue King, with all reverence ai.d re- 
gard of Maieſty , comforts him by examples of the fortunes of warre, and afſiues 
him of all faire entertainement according to his dignity, The eſpeciall great n'cn who 
A memorable | were aRors in this worke muſt not paſſe vnremembred, the Earles, #/2-wicke,Suffolke, 
a& of lames Salisbxry,Oxford,Stafford :the Lords,C obham,Spencer Barkley Baſſer:Of Gaſcoignes.Le 
Lord Andiey. Capital de Beuf,the Lords Pumier,Chaumont and others. And here the Lord James Aud- 
ley is renowned both for his valour and bounty , who hauing vowed to bee formoſt in 
this fight,performed his word, and ſealed it with many wounds: for which the Prince 
hauing rewarded him with the gift of five hundred markes,Fee-ſimple in England, hee 
preſently gaue it to foure of his Eſquires, who had with him endured the brunt of the 
day. Whereupon the Prince demanding,whether he accepted not his gift, he anſwered 
how theſe men had deſerued the ſame,as well as himſclfe,and had more neede thereof. 
The Prince pleaſed with this reply , gaue him fine hundred markes more inthe ſame 
| kind. An example of the worthinefle of the time, wherein good deſeruings went not 

| vnrewarded. | 
| All things prouidently accomodarted after the battayle, the Prince with his pri- 
I ZZ . ſoners firft retyres to Burdeaux, andthen paſſes with great glory into England, now 
the Theatre of triumph. The French king 1s lodged at the Sayoy , then a goodly pal- 
Anno. lace of Henry Duke of Lancaſter. Many priſoners vpon reaſonable rarſome, and ma- 
R ' ny vpon the French kings word(vndertaking for them) are delivered and ſent home 
£9.31 honourably. DauidKing of Scots, who had remayned priſoner eleuen yeares in Eng- 
land, is ſhortly after , by the earneſt ſolicitation of ear his wife, ſiſter to King Ed- 
ward,ſet likewiſc at liberty for the ranſome of a hundred thouſand markes ſtriulin, to 
bee paide in tenne yeares. The ſecurity now had of France, gaueway to this Princes 

liberty. 

| ; A foure yearesthe French King remained priſoner in England, in which time 
| were many ouertures, andgreat offers made for hisdelivery, bur nothing effected. 
Charles the Dauphin, who managed that kingdome(during the captiuiry of his father) | : 
a Prince of grear diſcretion, wrought all meanes poſſibie to bring that fa&ious peo- 
, ple to yeelde their contribution , forranſoming their King , but little preuay- 
led. The Parliament there called ro conſult thereof , rather augments the miſery of 
The ſtate of the State, then prouides remedy. Whereinafter the Dauphin had graucly dcliuered 
mw ons the deſolation and danger they were in, being thus depriued of their Head , and the 
taptinitys | neceſſity obrecouering and — the ſame , by their ytmoſt meanes : There was 
a choyce required of fifty ro auoyde confuſion.) to bee made out of all the Pro- 
uinces,toconſulr of what was propounded , according to the inſt. u&ions they ſhould 
receciue. Theſe fifty, afrer many meetings, ſends for the Dauphin to heare their reſo- 
lation 
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lution, which was much otherwiſe then hee expe&ted, For jn ſtead of ayde and ſub- 
uention, they require reformation jn the State, And firſt,the Biſhop of Lao, cho- 
ſen their ſpeaker, beſought him ro keepe ſecret what ſhould beevrrered vnto him by 
the Srares. The yong Prince anſwers : T hat it were much premaiciall to the degree hee 
held in the Kingdome to take Law of his Fathers Subie#s + and therefore commaunded 
them (by their Allegeance )openly to reueale what they had in their hearts. The Bi- 
thop thereupon , declares the cuill managing of the Publike reuenues, demands re. 
drefſe, and Commilttoners appointed to call ſuch as were anſwerable, ro yeeld their 
Accounts, T hat all who had managed the Treaſury, ſhould bee aepoſed from their Offce ; 
T hat both the moneys,and all the aff ares of the State, ſhould fromthencefoorth bee direfted 
by foure Biſhops , and twelue Burgeſſes whereof the City of Paris ſhould be chisfe : and thar 
without this Conncell the Dauphin ſhould ave nothing : Andin concluſion, they inſtantly 
require ; T hat the King of Nauarre might be ſet at liberty. On which conditions they 
would yeeld any reaſonable ſubuention tor redeeming their King. 

To theſe harth Demands,the Danphinrequires time ro anſwer,which heeſo puts of 
from day to day, (in hope thereby to ſeparate and diſ-vnite their Conncels) as the 
Depuries,at length, tyred with delay grew cold, and the Afſembly brake vp without 
doing any thing. 

Burt this left ſuch a poyſon as infected the people , and ſpecially thoſe of Pars, | 
who ſhottly after preſumptuouſly demand ro have the King. of Nanarre delinered, | The kins of 
| according tothe decrce of the Dc puties ; and without delay they ſo wrought with | Nazarreterar 

Pinquigny, the Gouernour of eArtoys (who had the keeping of this Fire-brand)as hee l:berty., 

was deliuered aiter 19.moneths1mpriiſonment, and comes to Pars ſo accorpanyed, 
as ſhewed both of what ſpirit and ſtate he was, and that nee mcant to takehis time of 
rcuenge. Here is be welconr'd with the applaule of the whole City, to whom in pub- 
like manner with great eloquence, he declares the wrongs hee had receiued ; and be- 
ſides intimates, what right he had to the Crowne of France, thereby to imbroyle the 
affaires of that State, which were already too much in combuſtion, This put the bu. | 
fineſſe of redeeming the captiue King quite out of their mindes forthat time : and the | 
Darphin is conſtrained (by an Acte of Abolition) toacquit the King of Nauarre and | 
| his Co.nplices, of all former offences. And ſeeing the peruerſencſe of the Pariſins, pn 
gocs to ſolicite other Cities,and Piouinces:traualling from place to place for aideand 
(uccour,leauirg his brother Philip, Duke of Orleance, at Parrs, to keepe them in (the 
beſt he could)during his abſence. 

The Prouince of Languedoc, 15 renowned 1n their Hiſtories, for becing the firſt that 
made the largeſt offer of aide towards the redemption ottheir King,in the Aſſembly of 
the three States at T holouſe, wherein they promiſed to their Gouernour, the Cone 
4 Armimacg, not onely to imploy their Reuenue, but their mooucables, and cuen to 
ſell their wiues Tewels to raiſe the ſame, Bcftdes, to witnefſe their publike ſorrowe, | 
they ordaine, that no coſtly Apparrell, Feaſting, Playes, ot other 10llyties,ſhould be v- 
ſed within their Prouince , during the time of their Kings captiuity. Champagne by 
their example doth the like, But nothing conld mooue the Pariſians to yeelde any 
thing. The King of Nanerre had wonne them, borh from their obedience, and all 

humanity, and purtthem into ſuch flames of rebellion, as when the Dauphin came 

backe to the City, the Prouoſt of Marchants aflaulred his houſe with three thouſand } 
Artificers in Armes, and ruſhed himſelfe vp into his Chamber with certaine of his 

traine:wherewith the Dauphin being amazed , the Prouoſlt bids him bee content , it 

was reſolued it muſt be ſo. And preſently vpon Signall ginen, Zan de Conflans , and 

Robert de Cleremont, Marſhall of France , and his chiefe Counſellors , are flayne in 

his preſence. The Dauphin cryes out 3 What meane you ? Will you ſet vpon the Blood of 

France ? S:r( (aid the Prouoft) Feare you not, 7t 25 not you we ſeeke , t 15 your diſloyall 

ſeruants,who haue enill counſailed you, And heere withall hee takes (and puts on ) the 
Dauphins hat , edged with gold, and ſcts his owne, which was party coloured, Red 

and Peach-colour(asthe Linery of the City vpon ths Dauphins head, and out he goes 
adorned with the Hat of a Prince, asa ſigne of D:#ator-fhip, canfing the bodyes 
| | T 9 of 
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of theſe two noble men to hee trayledalong the ſtreetes ro the Court of the Pallace, 
for all the furious multitude which ran to applaude the murther,to gaſe on. 

Thisdone the Prouoft writes in the name of the whole City, to all the great 
Townes, ſoliciting them to ioyrc with theirs (the principall of the kingdome) and 
take their Linery, asthe Dauphin had done , for the reformation of thee ſtate. Be- 
fides, they compoſe a Councell of themſelues, whereof the Biſhop of Laor, the 
Primer Preſident, the Prouoſt,with ſome of the Vniuerſity , were chicfe, afluming 
2 Soueraigne power to order all affaires of the State, as a Common-wealth. So that 
wee ſee in whata miſerable confuſion that kingdome ſtood, beeing withouta head, 
and how apt it was then to ſhake offall authority, and diflolue the government into 
parts:ſhewing vs that it was no new proiect amonglt rhem to Cantonize, as the great 
Townesand the Princes of late practiſcd to doe, in their leagues during their civil] 
combuſtions. ED 

The Dauphin thus diſgraced , with much a doe, gets out of this tumultrous Citie, 
and retires into Champagne,andat Yerrzs aſſembles the ſtates of the Countrv, whom 
he found loyall, and ready to yeeld him all fuccour. The reſt of the great Townes 
refuſing (ith much diſdaine) ro ioyne with the City of Pars, offer him lil.cwiſc 
their ayde:So that he was putinto ſome heart, and likely to effec his defires in ſort 
rime,had not the King of Nararre,who ſought his deſtrudtion,ſtill rayſed new bro: 1. $ 
inthe ſtate,and taken Armes againſt him. | | : 

Now beſides theſe confuſions , greater wiichiefcs aroſe in that miſcrable King - 
dome : the-poore Payſants that had bcene eaten out by the ſouldiours , and trodcn 


vnder foote by their Lords, colleague ard arme themſelues in the Countrey ot Bear 
noyſis, andturne head vpon the Gentry, and ſuch as haddone them wrong , ſpoy. 
ling, facking, burning their houſes, killing cheir wives and children in mott outra- 
gious manner. This was not all, troupesof ſouldiers which had no worke or meanes 
to liue, 1oyne together in mighty Companies, ouer-runne and rauage 'other parts of 
the kingdome. The forces in Brittaine vnder the.condudt of Sir Robert Knoles, breake 
out vpanthe confining Countries, and returne loaden with ineſtimab!e vooties 
of wealth. All which miſerable calamities (enough to haue vtterly diffolued a tiate ) 
prolong the impriſonment of their King in Ezglend ; ſo that nothing could bee ef. 
tefted for his ranſome, which King Edward thinkes long till he haue in his Treaſury : 
and vrges1ikewile for his part, very hard conditions ;requiring, ſay they,befides infi- 
nite ſummes , that King hn ſhould doe homage, and holde the kingdome of France 
of the Crowne of Englznd : which hee with great diſdaine refaſes, as beeing not in 
his power to alien what was vnalienable, vowing that no miſcr» of his, ſhould con- 
ſtraync him to doe any thing pretudiciall to his ſucceſſors, to whom hee would leave 
the ſtate as hee received it, But yet atlength offers other, and more large conditi- 
ons then the French were willing to yeeld vnto, which beeing long in debativg, and 
nothing concluded (after foure yeares expectation) King Edward in great diſplea- 
ſure, reſolues to make an end of this worke with the ſword , and to take poſeſsion 
of the kingdome of France. Andouer hee paſfles to Calars, with a Flecte of eleauen 
hundred ſayle. His Army hee deuides into three battailes, one hee commits to the 
Prince of Watles,, another to the Duke of Lancaſter, and the third hee Icades him- 
ſlfe. And firſt hee marches to the City of Aras, which hee takes within three 
dayes, Thence into Champagne, where the Cities of Sens, and Newer, are rendered 
voto him. The Duchy of Burgogneterrified with theſe examples, redeemes it {clfe 
from ſpoyle , vpon paying two hundred thouſand Florins of golde. Furniſhed with 
which treaſure,and booties by the way,vpKing Eaward marches to Parts, where the 
Dauphin {who had now the title of Regenr , hawing lately onercome the faRi- 


on, andexecuted the principall of the Mutiners) was with great forces (which 


inthe common danger flocked together to defend their Country) and would not 
(by the example of his father and Grandfather) bee drawne out to hazard vpon any 
attempt, but ſtood onely vpon his defences: which theKing of England ſeeing, after 
many prouocations, rayſed his ſiege, and returnes into Brittaine to refreſh his Army, 
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In the meane time the Regent layes in mighty ſtore of viduals, provides that the 
Souldiers ſhould haue enough without preſsing the inhabicanrs, and with extreame di- 
ligence lo fortifies the City , as King Edward returning with ajl his refreſhed power, 
was vtteily diſappointed of his hopes, to doe any good there. Thus that great Cirty 
which was like to haue endangered the whole kingdome of Frazce, was the onely 
meanes to preſerue it. ; 

From hence King Edward takes his way towards ({hartres, with purpoſe to beſiege 
thar Citie, but being by an horrible tempeſt of haile , thunder and lightning, thar tell 
vpon his Army , fo terrified as he vowed to make peace with the French King, vpon 
any reaſonable condirions,as he ſhortly after did, ar the treaty of: Br#igny neere Char- 
rres, vpon theſe Articles. That the country of Pozcton, the Fiefes of T houars,and Belle. 
ville, the Countrie of Gaſcoigne, Agenors ,Perigort, Limoſin, Cahors, T orbe, Bigorre, Ro- 
uergne, eAngoulmots in (oueraigntie, with the Homages of the Lords within thoſe Ter- 
ritories, Monftruclon the Sea, Ponthien, Calais, Guines, La Merkh, Sangote Boulogne, 
H mes, Yales and Ons ſhould bee to the King of England - who belides was to haue 
three Millions of Scutes of gold : whereof fixe hundred thouſand preſently in hand, 
foure hundred thouſandthe yeere following, and the Surplus 1n two yeeres after infu- 


ing,vpon reaſonable payment. 


And for this, the King of England , and his Sonne the Prince of pales, as well for 
them, as their Succeffors for cuer , ſhonld renounce all their righr prerended to the 
Crowne of France, the Duchy of Normanay, the Countries of Touraine , « Anton, 
Maine,the Soucraigntie and Homage of the Dutchy of Br:targne, and the Earledoine 
of Flanders; and withinthree weekes King John to be rendred at Callazs, at the charge 
of the King of England, except the expences of his houſe. For aſſurance of which ac- 
cord ſhould begiuen into his hand Hoſtages : Louys Duke of «Anion , Iohn Dake of 
Berry(King Tohns ſonnes)Philip Duke of Orleance his brother, oh» Duke of Burgogne, 
the Coxts of Bloys, Alenſon,Saint Pol, Harcourt , Poncian Valentinous Grand, Pre de Brenne 
des Forreſts,the Lords Vaudemont, (ouſcy,Pienn:2,de Saint Venant,de Preaux,ds NMome- 
rancy de Garanciccis, La Roche guion,Eſtou-tenille, Le Dauphin a Auergne,a' Andrigil, de 
Craon,(ufficient cautions for the ſaid Summes, and conditions. The Scors not to be ay- 
ded by rhe French King, nor the Flemmings by the Engliſh. (harles King of 1Vauarre, 
and his brother Philip are comprehended likewiſe in theſe Articles, &c. 

This treatie of good accord and finall Peace, fignifigd by both Kings , was ratified 
by their two eldeſt ſonnes ; Edward,and Charles : and ſworne vnto by the Nobilitic of 
both Kingdomes. The Hoſtages are delivered vnto King E4ward , who departing 
from /Zonfleur, brought them into England, leauing the Earle of Warwicke in Frazce,to 
haue a hand in the execution of the Accord. King fohn is honourably condutted to 
{allais,attending the promiſed Sumime, the firſt gage of his libertie, The Citic of Pa- 
74s zeclds one thouſand Royals ; by whoſe example other Cities,contribute according 
to their proportions, And thus is King John delinered , after hauing remained Priſo- 
ner in England neere about fiue yeeres. And both Kings depart in kinde manner, with 
all demonſtrations of b:otherly Louc. | 

King Edward returning with his Crownes , calles 2 Parliament , wherein, the 

forme of the Accord was read, and allowed of all the Eſtates, and an Oath taken 
by the Nobles to obſerue the ſame for their partes. Here the King reſtores to the Pri- 
ors Alians,their Houſes, Lands, Tenements, which he had taken from them Amo Reg. 
12. for the maintenance of his French, Warres : which now being ended, he grants 
by his Letrers Pattents, in as free manner, as before they held them. A rare Example 
of 2 iult King, being ſc1dome ſcene that Princes let goe any thing , whereonthey haue 
once faſtned. 

Now againe, wasthe ioy and glory that England receiued by their gettings , ſea- 
ſoned with the ſowrenefle of another mortalitie, called T he ſecond Peſtilence , where- 
of dyed many Noble men, the chiefe was Henry Duke of Lancaſter, of the Royal! 
blood, a Prince of great note for wifedome and valour : who bad beene an efpeci- 


all ARor inall theſe Warres, and a principall Pillar of the Crowne of Ernglzzd : 
whoſe 
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whoſe Daughter and Heyre was a little before marryed to John of Gaunt (by difpen- 
ſation being neere of conſanguinitic) whereby he is made Duke of Lancaſter. And 
A, 71110, | ſhortly after , by the like Diſpenſation , the Prince of Wales marries the Counteſſe of 
Kent, Daughter to Edmond, brother to Edward the ſecond. And fo both are prouided | 
Reg 3 6 of Matches within the Kingdome. - The King g1ues to the Prince of ales, the Duchy 
| | of eAquitaine, reſcruing to himſelfe Homage and Fealrtie, and ſhortly after ſends him 
oner with his wife, and Court to line there. His ſonne Liowef Earle Y{fter is ſent into 
Ireland, with a regiment of 1500. men to guard his Earledome againſt the 1rifh , and 
| was created Dake of Clarence in the next Parliament held at Weſtz-unſter in Nouember, 
' which continued vntill the feaſt of Saint Brice , King Edwards Birth-day , and the 
 fiftieth yeere of his age. Wherein for a /uvil:e he thewes himſelte extraordinarily gra- 
; Cious to his people , freely pardoning many oftences , releaſing prifoners, reuoking 
; Exiles, &c. And vpon perition of the Commons , cauſes Pleas which before were in 
| French,to be made in Ezgliſh , that the ſubiect might vnderſtand the Law,by which hee 
| holds what he hath, and i to know What hee doth : Ableſſed a& and worthy fo great a 
| King, who if he could thereby haue rendered the ſame alfoperſpicuous, it had becne a 
| worke of eternallhonour , but ſuch is the Fate of Law, that in whar language ſocuer it 
' ſpeakes, it nener ſpeakes plaine,but is wraptvp in ſuch difficulties and myſteries (as all 
' profeſsions of profit areas 1t g!nes more affiction to the people then it doth remedy. 
Here was alſo an a& paſſed for Puruetors (as there had beene many beforc in his 
| tine) that nothing ſhould be taken vp but for ready money , vpon ſ{tri& puniſhment. 
| For retribution of which relieuements the Parliament granted fixe and twenty fhil- 
| ings eight pence for tranfportation of euery ſacke of wooll for three yeeres, Thus 
' all were pleaſed, ſauing, the remoouing of the Saple, from the Townes of Englandto 
| Calais, was ſome gricuance to thoſe whom 1t concerned. Yer the Kings deſire to in- 
rich thar Towne, being of his owne acquiſition, and now a member ofthe Crowne of 
England , might hereinbe well borne withall. And ſure this King, the moſt renowmed 
for valour and Goodneſſe , that euer raigned, in this kingdome , not onely laboured to 
aduance the State by enlarging the Dominions thereof, butto make his people as 
well good as great, by reforming their vices whereunto fortunate and opulent States 
| are euermore ſubiect} as may bee noted in the next Parliament held at 7eſtminfter 
' «Anno Reg. 37. wherein for the publike Good , certaine Sumptuary lawes, the moſt 
| neceſſarie to preuent Ryot (thar difloluing fickneſſe , the feuer HeEtique of a 
| State) were ordained both for Apparell and Dyet; appointing euery degree of men 
| from the Shepheard to the Prince, the Stuffe and Habits they ſhould weare : prohibi- 
| ting the adornements of Gold and S1luer, Silkes, and rich Furres ro all, except eminent 
F;d. Stats | perſons. Whereby forraine ſuperfluities were {hut ont , and home-made Commodi- 
| ties only vſed. The Labourer and Husbandman is appointed but one meale a day, and 
' what meates hee ſhould cate, &c. whereby Gluttony and Dxunkernefſe, thoſe hideous e- 
vils which have ſince vtterly disfaſhioned and infeebled the Exg{ſh Nation, were auoi- 
ded. So carefull was this frugall King for preſcruing the eſtates of his ſubicRts from 
Exceſfle, | 
And as prouident was hee for the ordering of his owne, committing his trca- 
|fars to the ſafeſt Cheſt that Religion could keepe lockt. For by a certificat e410 
| Reg.39- lent to Pope Vrbane, concerning Pluralities , and the eſtates of Church-men 
in England, there were found more of the Spiritualty which bare office abour this 
King, then any other of Chriſtendome beſide. As firlt Sn Langham Archbithoppe 
of Canterbury, was Chancelor of Pogland, William Wickham Archdeacon of Lincoln, 
Keeper of the Priuie Seale : Damd Weller, Parſon of Somerſham, Maſter of the Rolles: 
Ten beneficed Prieſts Cinthans, Maſters of Chancery : William ſulſe Deane of Saint 
Martins le Grand , Chicte Chamberlaine of the Exchequer, Receiuer and Keeper of 
the Kings treaſure and Tewels : William Askby Archdeacon of Nerthampion , Chan- 
celor of the Exchequer: William Dighton Prebendary of Saint AZartins, Clarke of the 
| Priuy Seale : Richard (hefterfield Prebend of Saint Srephans, Treaſurer of the Kings 
'houſe 3 Henry Snatch Parſon of Owndall , Maſter of the Kings Warde-robe - Tohr 
| Newnham | 
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Newnham,Paiſon of Femni-ftanton,one of the Chamberlaines of rhe Exchequer ; and 
keeper of the Kings Treaſuric and Iewels - lob Rouſbie, Parlon of IZarwick,, Surucior 
and Comprtroler of the Kings works : T homas Britingham Parſon of Asbie, Treaſurer 


of Irelanda Prieſt,and beneficed there. Theſe men, beeing without thoſe Feminine 


then fitteſt ro be husbands for his profir. 
Shortly after,three Kings came to viſite the King of England, The King of France, 
the King of Scors, and the Kings of Cypres : The occaſions that mooued the French 
King might be diuers,but it ſeemes the ſpecial were to free ſome Hoſtages that remai- 
ned heere, and to cleare ſuch impurations as were had of him, for not obſcruing in all 
pointsthe late Accord : wherewith his Nobles were much diſcontented , and many 
difficulties aroſe among them : ſo that in an Aﬀſembly of the States at Pars, certaine 
particularLords, whoſe Homages were paſſed ouer to the King of England, prote- 
ſed againſt it ; Aledging , how that the King could not diſpoſe of the Soueraigntie of the 
Kingdome, nor alien his Domaine , and therefore they would not obey it, The French King 
notwithſtanding , leaſt King Edward ſhould thinke this but a collufionberweene him 
and his ſubie&s , publiſhes his Commandement for the obſeruation of the Accord, 
and thereof certifies King Edward. Beſides, he had vndertaken a tourney for the Holy 
warres, and deſired to ſettle all things in peace at home, before his going. And this 
mightbe the occaſion ofhis comming, and not his loue to the Counteſſeof Salisbury, 
as 1s reported, But howſoeuer, this King ſhewed a ſtrange diſpoſition to returne to 
the Gaole, where he had indured fo much affliction, and where ſhortly after his com- 
ming, hee ended his life, much lamented of the King of England, who ſolemnly atten- 
ded his Corps to Dower , whence it was conuayed to Saint Denys, andentombed with 
his Anceſtors, 
Thedebate for the Duchie of Brirazgne, is about this time determined by the 
death of Charles de Bloys flaine in a Batraile neere Varmes, by Tohn de Monfort , and 
the Engliſh Forces, led by the Lord Latimer, Sir John (yandos, and Sir Hugh Cauerley. 
Iohn de 1ontfort marries .4ary daughter to King Edward , and by his conſentdoth 
his homage for the Duchie , to Charles (now King of France) compounding withthe 
widdow of Charles de Bloys for a ſumme of money,and ſome cſtate in land. 
And here we haue ſome time of reſt , which the Souldier whom the warre had bred, 
could not well brooke. The caſt Companies in France, though they had no Head, yer 
had ſtrong bodies, and did much miſchiefe in many parts of that Kingdorme, till they 
were imployed in the Warres of Spazne, which fell out ſhortly after. A Company of 
them paſſed ouer into /:aly, vnder the condudRt of Sir John FZaucut, 2 great Warriour, 
who found ſuch emertainment with the Princes there (where he reuiued Militarie dif. 
cipline , that had laine long vouſed among them) and got ſuch honour and eſtate by 
his valour, as his fame remainesto thisday , and his Starxe amongſt their memorable 
Princes for a&ion and vertue , though he went but a T aylor our of this Kingdome, 
whichin thoſe dayes could haue furniſhed the whole world with Leaders , and' expert 
Militarie men. -_ 
And now heere haue wee brought this mightic King to the Fortieth yeere of his 
Raigne, which had it beene his laſt, wee had lefr him the moſt glorious and trium- 
phant Prince inthe world, to whom Fortune neuer yet ſhewed herbacke, neuer was re- 
trograd. Butnow theſe laſt ten yeeres preſcnt vs with aturning of the Beame , a de- 
clination from that height of glory , with certaine blemiſhes that age and frailtie 
brought vpon him. This new King of France , Charles the fift, Intituled The wiſe ; 
recoucred great aduantages vpon him, having in the life time of his Father ſtrugled 
ſo withaffli&ion (a better Miſtreſſe of wiſedome then proſperitie) and learned ſo 
well to know a Crowne before he had it, as now hee manages the ſame with great 
temperance and vigilancie ; and finding the preſeruation of thar State conliſted 
more in counſelt rhen force (which had beene too aduenturouſly imployed by his 
Father and Grand-farher) he workes his fortune by lying {till , hauing excellent aydes 
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and miniſters to execute hisdefignes, and labour for him': of whom for his warres, 
; Gueſclin a Brittaine whom hee made Conſtable of France, was of eſpeciall note, and 
fir{t ſhewed the way how thar State was to be reconered. | IDS 
The Prince of Wales remaining in his Duchy of e4quitayne ,y witha greazCourt, 
which required great expences , and many military attendants, without worke , is 
MN ſolicited by Perer King of Caſtile, chaſed out of his Kirgdome by his baſtard bro- 
5 /* her Henry, to ayde him to recouer the ſame : which the Prince vpon great promi- 
© Anno {-s of remuneration , vndertakes by the conſent of his father. The cauſe wasbetter 
then the perſon. For this Perer ſonne to eAlphonſo IT. Kivg of {aflzle;had committed 
| Reo . +1 ſo ty rannicall outrages, as were intollerable to his ſubje&s , opprelsing and deſtroy- 
The Ptince | ing his Nobles to inrich himſelfe , putting away , and after muthering his wife 
of walesaydes | (which was daughter tg Perer Duke of Burbon , and fiſter to the now Queene of 
the King of | France) by the inſtigation of his Concubine e Maria de Padilla, whom hee afterwards 
Cole | married, Whereupon the State adhering to his brother Zen; (who though he were a 
| baſtard by his birth was more Legittimate by his vertues then hee , who was more a 
| baſtard by his vices) crowned him King of Spazre at Bargos, and forced Percr to 
| Aye the kingdome. This Peter thusreiefted , the Prince of Wales, with an Army of 
| thirtte thouſand, attended by his brother Job» Duke of Lancaſter, and many Lords of 
| England, gocs to re-inueſt in his kingdome. Henry is ayded by the French , and thoſe 
' floting companies fore-remembred, led by Geſclin Conitable , and Dundrehen Mar- 
 ſhallof Frarce ; having beſides of Cattilians , Chriſtians , and Saraſins ſo many, as 
' his Army confiſted of neere an hundred thouſand men. Vpon the borders of (ſtile 
it came to a Battaile , the Prince of Wales hath the viGory*; Hewry 1s put to flight, 
; the French Leaders taken priſoners « and Perer put into his 1 hrone againe ar 
; Bargos. | 
The worke done, reward for the ſame is required by the Prince , which Peter covid 
| not, or cared not to prouide, but {taruing him with delayes, inforced him intheendro | 
The Prince | returne to Burdeaux , without money to pay his Army, and which was worſe without |, 
obr:ines the | health, which he neuer after recouered. This ſucceſſe had this vnfortunarc «ion, vn- 
ny tm | dertakentoright an vneratefull Tyrant, who afterward notwithſtanding, was againe 
panes Hove" S - : Oo 
| diſpoſſeſſed, taken , and put to death , by his brother Henry. Ir is wintten, thar ro 
' ſtrengthen himſelfe, hee combined with a Prince of the Sarazins , married his d: ugh- 
rer, and renounced the Chriſtian faith : bur 1t is commonly the reward of cuill ptinces 
' to be made worſe then they are. 
| ThePrince of Wales returning thus out of Spaize , charged with more debts then 
The ill wc. Þefore, and deſtitute of meanes to content his people, fals ypon another misfortune 
cefſe of that | (as commonly men in theſe declinations , ſeeking remedies increaſe maladies) impo- 
journey. ſing a new taxation vpon the Gaſcozgnes, of Feuage, or Chymney money , ſo diſcon- 
| rented the people , as they exclaime againſt the gouernment of the E noliſh, and ap- 
pealeto the King and Court of France tor redrefſe. The King of France , at the in- 
ſtance of the great Lords and others, who were turned ouer by the accord to hold 
of the Crowne of England, ſends a Gentleman to the Prince of Wales at Burdeaux 
with ſommons to anſwere before him and his Court at Pars, to theſe com- 
plaints. | 
Now had the Lords of Arminziaque, D' Albert, Peregort ,Cominges,and many others, 
16 ' made their proteſtations againſt the King of England, for the Crowne of France, 
| | which, they ſay they were by nature ro obcy, and not to a ſtrange Soueraigne : that it Was 
NN0. abſolutely againſt the Fundamentail Law of the Kingdome ,to diſſeuer them from the Crownt: 
'Re ' that the Contratt was made in priſon, and theFefore incuill, and not to be held cy theright of 
S 43 ations. So that they were rcſolued ro ſpend their liues and eſtates , rather then bee 
_ > 2/8 S: 'vnder the gouernment of England. By their example the Cities of the County of 
makes 2 iour.. Ponthiearendered themſeluesro Gay Conte de Saint Poll,and Guy de Ch.:ftilton, 
ny into France The King of England complz1nes of this breach of accord tu the Pope, ard the 
to reconcile Emperour Charles 4. who made a 1ourney into France to recoicile the wo Kings, 
the rwo Rings 1,4 determine the buſineſſe. Before whom our Ambaſſadours firſt declare how this 
| 
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| of Aquirayne, the (ounty of Ponthien , with ſore other peeces, which by Heredmtary rioht 
; appertained tothe Crowne of England , woereby the effuſton of Chriſtian blood was frayed, 
| France had peace, and their Kino reſtored in faire manner, after a faire impriſoament, and 
, vpon the moſt reaſonable Conditions could bee dewiſed :; Notwithſtanding the French King, 
| (who himſelfe, with the Whole Councell of France contratted the Accord,and ſolemnly [wore 
| to obſerue the ſame) hath contrary to the Law of God and Nations (after he hal reconered 
| his Hoſtages by fraud) ſeaz.ed both vpon the Duchy of Aquitayne, and the (ountry of Pon- 
thieu, Without denouncing Warre, by hes Heralds,c>c. : 
|* The Prench Reply : How we bythe Accord , were vound immediately to with-draw our 
| Army out of Brance, which they ſay we did not, during all the Reigne of their King Tohn: 
| T hat the Peace Wai thereby made more off enſine then the War,they being conſtrained to prir- 
chaſe the departure of our Souldiers With greater charge then would hane maintained an Ar- 
e.T hat the breach was oz our ſide, for that the Souldiers Were ours, That Ring Edward 
| was bound to renounce his T ule to the Crovne of France, wnopen A [Jembly of the States of 
| both Realmes, Which they ſay was not done.s And concerning the releaſing of their King:they 
| ſay,it coſt France more gold, then the redeeming of Saint Louys their K ms, his brother, the 
| Peeres, and the whole « Armie , takenby the SolJdan , an Infidell. Thus both fides defend 
their cauſe, being eaſic for Princes who will breake out of their Couenants to finde 
enaſions. The French King(itſcemes) though willing to get in what he conld, yet was 
very loath to renue a Warre , and therefore with many Prefents courts the Kins of 
England : Who ſeeing himſelte thus deluded, prepares to haue 'our his Sword. And 
hauing borrowed great ſummes of the Clergie , ſends ouer John Duke of Lancaſter, 
and Humphry Bohun Earle of Hereford, with a mightie Armie to Calars , to inuade 
France on this ſide;whiles the Prince of Wales workes to recouer the reuolted Townes 
on the other. But little was effe&ted, The Duke ſhortly returnes. And then Thomas 
Beanchamp Earle of Warwicke, with freſh ſupplies 1s ſent ouer , who dyes in the tour- 
ney. Sir Robert Knoles a man renowned in thoſe times for valour and counſell , is 
made Leader of an Army , conſiſting of many great Lords, who difdaining to bee 
commanded by him whom they held. their infertour , ouerthrew rthemmſelues, and the 
Action. 

Thus all went backe, and the French King growes both in State and, Alliance. Afar- 
overet, (ole daughter and Heire to Louys Earle of Flanders, to whotn King Edward 
ſought to match his ſonne Edmond, 1s wonne to marry Philip Le Hardy Dake of Bur. 
gogne, brother tothe French King. And this much vexes King Edward, who the bet- 
ter to furniſh himſelfe for renenge, calles a Parliament at weſtminſter, wherein hee re- 
ſames his claime to the Crowne of Fraxce, and requires ayde of his Subic&s and hath 
ir. The Clergie granted him,fiftie thouſand pounds; to DC payde the {ame yeere ; and 
rac Laitie as much. For the Icuying whereof, euery Pariſh in Englarid was rated firſt 
to pay 23. ſhillings foure pence (thegreat helping the lefle) vpon {uppoſition there 
had bcene Pariſhes ynough to have made vp that lumme. But by certificate vpon the 
Kings Writs ſent out to examine what number of Pariſh Churches were in enery 
Shire, they found it came ſhort : and then rated cuery Pariſh at ftiue pound ſxteene 
ſhillings (the greater to helpe the lefſe) and (o, of $600. Pariſhes, found to be in the 
37, Shires, 50. thouſand, 181. pound, 8. pence was raiſed. But in regard of the great 
vouertie of Suffolke and Denon- ſhire, the I 81. pound was abated, and the King anſwe- 
red fiftie thouſand pounds for the Laytie. 

Vpon this Supply rhe King grants that the great Charter, and the Chatter of 
Forreſts, ſhould be obſerued in all points : which in moſt Parliaments of his, iseuer 
the firſt A ; asmay bee ſcene inthe printed Statutes. And now John Duke of Lan- 
caſter, and Edmond Earle of Cambridge, arc ſenc with Forces into e Aquitezyne, to ayde 
the Prince of Wales , who after he had ſacked the Citie of L:moges, thar was reuol- 
red , his health failing to performe any more, leanes the proſecution of the Warre 
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| Accord,hauing beene more for the good of France then Vs, 7 regard we reſigned tnereby,not 
j 0nelyour T ile to Norniandie, Touraine, and Anion, the faireſt and richeſt (omntries of 
i France: But alſo our T itle to the Crowne,to the end We might hold in Soneraignty the Duchy 
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ThePrince of | to his brother : and with his wife , and yong ſonne Richard borne at Burdeaux, re- 
Walesrerurnes | turnes home into England,and here reſignes vnto his father the Duchy of Aquitayne. 
into England. The Duke of Larxcaſter , after thedeparture of the Prince , didlittle , but beeing 
now a widdower (his wife dyivg two yeeres before , inthe third great Peſtilence , in 
which yeere alſo 7hilippe wife to King Edward ended her lite) hee marries Conſtance 
eldeſt daughter to Peter King of Caſtile , by whom kee had the empty title of King, 
The Duke of | 119 was (after the death of his father-in-law) {tiled King of Caftzte and Leor, This 
ing y "oma Conſtance though ſhee were the daughter ofa wicked father and infamous mother, yet 
dwghterto | wasſo happy, that the daughter ſhe had by this Duke of Lancaſter, named Katherine, 
the King of | became after Queene of Caſiile and Leon, (being married to Henry third in poſieſsion 
Caſtile. before, and in her right King of both thoſe Realmes) and lefther poſteritic Kings of 
[ 37 2, | Spaine. Edmond Earle of Cambridge , married allo at the ſame time Iſabel! the yongeſt 
| daughterof King Peter, and both ſhortly after returned into Englandgthough without 
Anno. viory, yet with wives. Lionel Duke of Clarence , a little before , marries Yiolenta, 
Re 4.6 the Duke of Mzillaines daughter in /raly, where they feaſted him ſo as ſhortly atter he 
* died. 
The City of Rechell, that yet held out for the Engl;ſh,had indured a long ſiege both 
Tic Bare of by Sea and land, to releeue which important peece , the Earle of Pembroke 1s ſent 
Pembroke ta- | With forty ſhippes well manned and vicualled , and beſides furniſhed with twentie . 
ken priſoner | thouſand markes to defrey the voyage , who incountring the Spaniſh Armado ſent to 
by the 5p4- | ayde the French in this ſiege (by Henry now Kivg of Caſtite) after a long and crue!! 
MAYA. confli& , is taken priſoner , and his Nauy vtterly deſtroyed. King Eaward himſclfe, 
37 Z. though now aged, ſers forth, with a mighty Army to recover theſe loſſes , but thercby 
loſt more, the windes with his fortune being againſt him,beat him backe, hauing ſpen 
Ano. | inthis preparation nine hundred thouſand markes. 
R o | Shortly after, John Duke of Lancaſter , paſſes ouer againe to Calas with anothe! 
+7] Army, which hee leads through France, by the way of eAnergne, where amongſt the 
mountaineshe loſt many of his people for want of vicuals , and almoſt all his horſe, 
| ſo that he came to Burdeaxx witha ſtarued and diſtreſſed company , which after ſome 
time he releeues and made certaine attempts vpon the enemy,buteffected nothing,the 
date of victories wasout, all went 1] with the Engliſh, The Duke returnes the next 
yeere, and all Gaſcozgne reuolts except Burdeaux and Bayon, 

King Edward hath another ſupply by Parliament, a Tenth of the Cleargy , and a 
Another Sub. | fifteenth of the Laytie, towards theſe warres: which now are ſought to bee ended 
fidie granted | by treaty, anvnlikely way to doe any good, Two yeeres are ſpent therein , at Buy- 
by Parlia- ' ges and other places, with great charge of Commilsioners, andinuch debate. The 
ment, | French hauing now the aduantage of the time , would make their owne conditions, 

| they require the T'owne of (Aalais (from whence King Edward had now remooued his 

Staple, in regard of the danger of Marchants goods) and reſtitution of great ſummes 

' of money,which vere not to be yeelded : So that nothing but tempory Truces were to 

| be gotten to ſerue: preſent ſhifts , wherein the Engliſh, andtheir party , had cuer the 

' worſe. 

6! 76 | And here at home, beſides the ſickneſſe of the Prince (which grew deſperate) 

2 the State is diſcaled, the Kings age 1s miſled , his treaſure exhauſted , and his affaires 
Anno 511 managed. A Parliament to cure theſe euils , is called at Weſtminſter , the Kings 

wants are opened, and ſupplyes required : the whole body of the Aſſembly , weary 
Re +50 to beare theſe continuall burthens, in ſteed of Contributions , exhibit Complaints, | 
A Parliament charging the Kings Officers with fraude, and humbly craue that the Duke of Lan- 
al _— caſter, the Lord Latimer, then Lord Chamberlayne , Dame «Alice Peirce, the Kings 
alles - 9a | Concubine,and one Sir R:chard Starry, might be amooned from Court. Their Com- 
oood Parlia- plaints and deſire are ſo vehemently vrged by their Speaker , Sir Perer La Afare, 
ment. as the King rather then not to be ſupplyed , gaue way vnto them , and all theſe per. 
The Duke of (ongare preſently put from Court. The Prince was held to fauour their proceeding, 
Lancaſter with x there ſeemes to bee no good correſpondence betweene him and hisbrother the 


others baniſh- p 
ed the Court, Duke of Lancaſter , who now managed all vnder his aged father, and whoſe ambi- 
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his mercy. 

The King in this Parliament , being the Fifrieth yeere of his raigne, to gratific his 
SubicRts, grants arother genera!l Pardon, as another bile ; wherein onely William 
Wicham, Biſhop of Wincheſter is excepted, being lately by the procurement of the 
Duke of Lancaſter fallen into the Kings diſplcature, and forbidden to come to the 


of IVales which happened in this Parliament time. A heavy loſle to the State, being 


and the nobleſt performances, that Magnanimity and Wiſedome could ever ſhew : 
in ſo much, as what praiſe can be giuen to Vertue, 1s due vnto him. His death 
changed the face of affaires. The late excluded parties returne to Court, and their 
former places. This Pa:liament , called che good Parliament, now wrovght ill cffCts. 
S',Peter de 1a « Mare,at the ſuite of Alice Pierce,an impudent woman (working vpon 
the Kings inpotencies )is committed ro perpetuall in;priſonment at Nortingham, An 
ace without example of former times, and did no geod in this, eſpecially beeing 


ſhe had ſubdued, grew ſo infoltent(the common cuill of ſuch fortunes ) that ſhee enter- 
medled with Courts of Iuſtice and other Offices , where ſhe her ſclte would fit ro ef- 
fe& her defites : which, though in all who areſo exalted, are ener exceſsiue,yet ina 
woman molt inmoderate,as hauing lefſe of diſcretion,and more of greedincſſe, 

The Duke of Lancaſter is come now to haue the Regency , and to manage all the 
affiires of the Kingdom, and mighr thereby preſume farther. But King Edward, to 


done, prouienty ferld the ſame in-the Parliament, vpon Richard of Burdeaux, 
creating him firſt Earle of Cheſter and (ornewall , and then Prince of Wales ; which 
made much for his preſent ſafety, leaſt, John of Lancaſter ſhould ſupplant him,as Earle 
lohn did his Nephew Arthur, in the like caſe. For (ſure it ſcemes) the Duke had his 


fended) and ſhortly after a breach with the Citiz:-ns of Londen, put him ſoby , as hee 
durſt notnow atterypt that which his Sonne after ctf.&tcd. Bur yet hee behaues him- 
ſclfe very imperiovſly inthis ſtate hee had. And fi:{t ſhewes [1s authority on the Earle 
of earch, commanding hinrover to the guarding of (alazs, and the parts there a- 
bout. Which the Earle refuſes, and rather yeeldes vp his Rodde , with the Otfice of 
Atarſhall, then obey his commandement therin. The Duketakes the Rodde, and giues 
it with the Office,to Sir Henry Percy,a man moſt inward with him, 

| Chortly after, the Parliament is aſſembled againe at Weftmmnfter (whether a new ; 
or the laſt prorogued I know not)and thither,the Duke himlſelte brings Prince Richard 
(of theage of a 1 1.yeares)places him in the Kings Sear, and taught him todemaund a 
Subfidie. Which was two Tenths, to bee payde 1n one yeare : Or twelue pence in the 
pound of al Marchandizes ſold,for one yeare;and one pound of fiſuer for enery Knights 
| Fee ; and of euery Fire- houſe one penny. And this Demand the Duke earneſtly vrges, 
Saying, one of them ovght of necelſsitie to be granted, 1n regard the Enemy proclay- 
ming Warre,purpoſed to inuade the Realme. 

The Knights of the Parliament (whom the Duke they ſayd, had by praiſe made, 
and put by all of the laſt Aſſembly, except twelue which hee could notalter) require 
reſpite to anſere : a day isappointed, The maior part make choyce of one Hunger- 
ford, a Creature of the Dukes to deliner their anſwere, The other would hauc Sir 
Peter de Ia Mare to bee inlarged, and deliver theirs; and alſo anſwere to what could 
be obiced againſt him, before the Lords in Parliament , and thereto ſubmitte him- 
ſclfe. Then the Duke demaunds ayde of the Biſhops. They refuſe to treate therein, 
without their Brother, the Biſhop of WincheFer , prohibited from comming to the 
Parliament. 

Now there fell out an Accident, that beſides gaue interruption to this buſinefle. 
Acertaine Diuine,named 1ohn ppickf,depriued by the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury - 2 

3 benefice 


Parliament. But this Jubile was ſoone turned to ſorrow, by the death of the Prince | 


a Prince of whom we neuer heard any ill, neither receiued other note then of goodnes, | 


wrought by ſuch a ſubie&t. This woman preſuming vponthe Kings tauour, whom | 


preuent the miſciefes,which by difordering the ſucccſ>1on might grow in the King- | 


deſigne that way bent : but this confirmarion by the Parliament (which hee had of- | 


tion might be dangerous to his young Sonne Richard, whom he was like to leaue to | 
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The Citizens 
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benefice in Oxford , which hee was found vniuſtly to holde, had heretofore, beeing 
diſcontemed (the humour that commonly breedes Sciſme) inueighed in his Serrons, 
and other aces in the Schooles againſt the abuſes of Church-men, Monkes and other 
religious orders (which wete not then fo free from ſcandall, but might well be taxed) 
and had by his do&rine there, and in Londoz wonne many Diſciples vrito hirti (who 
after were called Lollards) profeſsing pouerty, going bare-footed, and poorely cladde 
in ruſſer , which made them (as extreames arc) the more noted, and ger paſſage into 
the opinion of the people , apt to imbrace nouelties , and vſually beguiled by dif- 
euiſes, mn regard they rather belzexe then nudge, Amongſt other his DoErines, he 
taught that neyther King or other Secular Lord, could giue any thing in Perperuirze 
vnto Church-men, and that Temporall Lords if they neede; might lawfully r-)e 
the goods of (uch religious perſons to relicue them in their neceſsities , by the exam- 
ple of #/ill:am Rufus, &c. A dorine very pleaſing to great men, who commonly 
inbrace SeRs,cither for ambition to get,or for icaloufie not to loſe,or for hatred to re- 
uenge. 

This man, the Duke of Lancaſtes, and Sir Henry Percy, much fauour and chetiſh, 
extolling h1m both for his learning and integrity of life, which made hin: ſo farie pre- 
ſume, as hee dayly in one Church or other publiſhed his opinions withour feare - 
whereupon at length hee is cited to anſwere before the Archbiſhop, the Biſhop of 
London and others, in Paules. At theday appointed, the Duke of Lancaſter and the 
Lord Marſha!l goe to conduc him : by the way hee is animated by his followers 
not to fcare the Biithops, and entrihg into Paules, the preſſe is ſo great, as hardly 
any paſſage could be made, whereupon the Marſhall vſing ſome violence , thruſt in 
vponthe people, which {ourtney, Biſhop of London prohibited him to doe, ſaving : 
If he bad knowne he would hane behaued himſelfe ſo inthat place , hee ſhould not haue come 
mntothe Church. The Duke hearing theſe words, angerly replyed, T hat the « H/arſhall 
ſhould execute his authority,whether he wouldor not. When they were come to our La- 
dies Chappell, the Duke and Barons, with the Biſhops,fitting downe, lshn wiclfFe 
( {cnt for in by the Lord Marſhall) was by himfclfe willed to fit downe, in regard 
hee (2ide, the man had much to anſwere , and needed a conuenient ſeat. The Biſhop 
of Longon told him,it wasagainit all law and reaſon,that he who was there cited before 
his Ordinary, ſhould fit : hereupon contumelious words aroſe betweene the Lord 
Marſhall and the Biſhop,the-Duke takes the Marſhals part, and ſharpely reprehended 
the Biſhop,the Biſhop rerurnes the like ro the Duke,who in great rage,ſceing he could 
nor preuayle,f\ wore hee Would prell downe the pride of him,and all the Biſhops of England, 
Tou truſt, ſaid hee inyour Parents but they can profit you nothing. I truſt not in my Parents, 
ſaid the Biſhop , norin any man lining, but in God in whom I ought to truſt. The Duke, 
as if whiſpering in his eare,told him,hee had rather pull hins out of the Church by the haire 
of the head, then ſuffer theſe indignitzes : which words the Londoners ouer-hearing, ſwore 
with a loud voyce,ghey would rather loſe their lines then ſuffer their Biſhop tobe thus iniuri- 
ouſly vſed,and threatned to be pulled out of bis owne Church. Their fury was the more in- 
cenſed againſt the Duke,for that the day before in the Parliament ( whereof hee was 
preſ{tdenr)ir was required inthe Kings name, that from thenceforth there ſhould be no 
morea Maior of London,but a Captaine appointed for the goucrnment of the City, 
and thar the Lord Marſhall of Engiand ſhould arreſt offenders within the Liberties , as 
in other places. 

About this buſineſſe , and this wrong offered to their Biſhop, the Citizens aſſem- 
bling the morrow after, to conſult among themſclues, it happened the Lord Fitz. 
water,and Guido Brian , came into the City,which the people ſeeing, furiouſly ranne 
ypon them , and were like to beate them downe for comming vnſent for, at thar 
rune. The Lord F:itzwarer proteſted he came to no other ende , bur to offer his ſer- 
vice to the City,being by inheritance their Standard-bearer, and was to take iniuries 
offered to them, as to himſelfe,and therefore willed them tolooke to their defence. 
Wherteupon they preſently take Armes, affayle the Marſhalls Inne , breake open 
the gates', brought foortha priſoner in his Gyues, and let him at liberty, bur found 
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not the Lord Marſhall, who with the Duke tliat day 
7 pres. Then this furious multitude run to aſſayle the Szoy, which a Knight of the 
Dakesfceing, haſtes to the place where [11s Matter dyned, and acquaints him with this 
vyp-roare in this City. The Duke leapes from the Table fo haſtily , that hee hurt 
both his ſhinnes in the Fourme, and with Sir Henry Piercy, alone takes boate , and a- 
way he gets to Kemmngton,ncere Lambeth, where the Princefſe with the young Prince 
lay ; to whom he complaynesof this Ryot, and the violence offered him. Inthe meane 
time the multitude comming to the Sawoy , a Prielt inquiſitiue to know the buſincſle, 
was anſwered, T hey went to take the Duke and the Lord Martha!!, and compell them, to 


— ——————— 
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Peter was 4 traytour to the King and worthy to be hanged, At winch words they all cryed 


Apparrellbe diſouiſed:and preſently they ran vpon him,and wounded hirn to death. 


Sauoy,admonithes them to be mindfall of the Holy time, beeing Lent ) and for the louc of 
Chriſt ro deſiſt from ſuch ſeditions atts;aJuring them,al things ſhould be fairely eaded for the 
| good of the City. Whereupon they were ſomething pacitied,and forbcare to aſſault the 
Dukes houſe, whole perſon (if they could haue found )they had(no doubt) made an 
| end of him, and the Lord Marſhall in this their tury, at that time 3 but miſsing him, 
| they yet huyg vp his Armes reuerſed, in ſigne of treaſon in all the principall ftreetcs of 
; the City. | 
The Princefle from Kennington , ſent eAlbert de Vere, Lonys Clifford, and Simon 
Burleigh to the citizens, perſwading them to make their peace with the Duke. They 
returned this anſwere , T hat for her Honour they would de whatſoeucr ſhee commanded x: 
but yet entoyned the Knights,to will the Duke,to permit the Biſhop of Wincheſter, and 
Peter de la Mare to come to their Anſwere,according to the cuſtome of the Lawes of Eng- 
land. They ſent likewiſe of the chiefe Citizens to the ficke X:ng, to excuſe them of 
this Tumult, proteſting :hem/elues not to be privy thereunto, but ſought all meanes to ſup- 
preſſe the ſame which they could nor doe(the whole Communalty being in commotion )vpon an 
Information , that their Laberties ſhould be taken away from then by Parliament.The Ki ng 
toldethem, Jr nexer wasin his thought to infringe their liberties, but hee rather deſired to 
enlarge them. And therefore willed them not to feare , but returne to appeaſe the 
Citizens, and keepe them in peace and order : which they did, and were well pleaied 
withthis anſwere. But yet they could not ſtop the paſſage otrimes and livels (thoſe 
ſecret ſtings that wound vnſcene )but that they were dayly {pread 1n the Cirie tothe 
defamation of the Dake, and tomake his name odious tothe people. For which, hee 
procured the Biſhops to excommunicate the Author of all ſuch Runes, and Libels. 
Notwitſtanding , this harſh proceeding of the Duke with the State , and in a 
time ſo vnſcaſonable,both for his owne Ends and the publike buſinefle he vndertooke ; 
The Commons in Parliament, deſirons to ayde their King, granted a Subſidic on this 
condition, that being leauied, it ſhould be committed to certaine Earles and Barons to 
ſceit iſſucd,according to the occations of the Kingdome. But this Snbſidie was of a 
new nature neither inany of thoſe kinds propounded. Enery perſon , man and wo- 
man within the Kingdcme, aboue the Age of 14. yeeres, were to pay 4. pence , thoſe 
who lived by Almes onely excepted. The Clergie likewiſe grants 12. pence of euery 
Parſon Benefi&d; and ofall other Religious perſons 4. pence of the head , Amighty 
and vnknowne ayde,ſuch as neuer was granted toany King of England before, and be- 
came a Precedent for the next Reigne : wherein it cauſed the firit and greateſt popu- 
ir InſurreRion, that euer was ſeene in this Kingdome : So tender a thing 1s 1t to taxe 
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were to dine with one Joh de | 


deliver Sir Peter de la Mare, vnnſHy detained in priſon. The Prieſt replyed 5; T hat Sir | 
out; T his 15 Plercie, this is the traztour of England, his cpecch bewrayes vim though his | 


The Biſhop of London hearing of this Out-rage, leaucs his dinner , haſtes to the | 
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the people by the Poule. | = 
And now hereupon the Parliament ended : but not the Dukes diſpleaſure againſt 


the Citic. The Maior and Aldermen are brought before the King of Shere, and adui- 
{ed ro ſubmit themſclues to the Duke, and craue pardon for their grieuous offences. 
| They proteſt as before : they could not ſtay the rage of the multitude, who commit- 


ted thoſe infolencies, befeeching the King not to puniſh {ach as were innocent and 
. | 2 15norant 
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| uingnow varquiſhed him , hee is forced to give ouer the world, as the ſame did 


decefſors. 


ignorant of the fac, promiſing the Duke,they would indeanour by all means to bring | 
inthe malefaRors,and compell them to make fatisfaction,to the honour of the Duke, | 
and more,{aid they,we cannot doe. Whereupon they were diſmiſſed the Court , and ' 
ſhortly after from all their places, by power of the Duke of Larcaſter. Sir Nicholas | 
Brember was cle&ed Mayor in ſtead of Adam Sraple, and other Aldermen appionted ! 
in their places,who were put our. | 


The King was deſirous to haue reconciled them to his Sonne , but ſickenefſe ha- 


him, before his breath left him. And firf igGencubine packing away whar ſkee 
could ſnatch , euen to the rings of his hnS6raRFFhim : then his other attendants, 
by her example , ſeaſing on what they conld faſten, ſhift away, and all his Courcel- 
lors and others forſooke him in his laſt agony when moſt hee needed them, leauing 
his Chamber quite empty : which a poore Prieſt in the houſe fecing, by chance as ' 
hee paſſes, approaches to the Kings beds {ide , and finding him yer breathing, calles ! 
ypon him to remember his Sauiour ggadio aske mercy for his offences, which none 
before about him would doe, but cuery one putting him {till in hope of life, though 
they knew death was vpon him (a miſery fatallro Princes and great perſons, whom 
fattery will neuer ſuffer to know themſelues,nor their owne ſtate either in health or 
fickneſſe)made him neg}cEiue of thoſe ſpirituall cogitations fir for a dying Chritiiin, 
Butnow ſtirred vp by the voyce of this Prieſt, hee ſhewes all Genes of contrition,v d 
hisla@breath expreſſes the name of 7eſz. Thus dyed this miglity and vicorious King, 
at his Mannor of Sheene (now Richmord) the 21. day of June , Anno, Dom. 1377. 
in the 64. ycare of his Age, hauing raygned fifty yeares, foure moneths and ode 
dayes. , | 

His Character wee finde beſt expreſt in his a&ions, yet thusbriefly. Hee was a 
Prince, the ſooneſt a man and the longeſt that held fo, of any wee reade. Hee was of 
Perſonage comely,of an cuen ſtature, gracefull, reſpe&iuely affable, and well exprc(- 
ſing himſelte : A Prince who Joned 1 Tilice 2. Order, 3. and his People,the Supreame 
vertues ofa Soueraigne. 1, His loue of 7uſtice,was ſeene by the many Statutes ke made 
for-rthe due execution rthereof,and the moſt {traight-binding oath, hee ordavried to be 
miniſtred vnto his Iadges and Iuſfticiars : the puniſhment infli&ed on them for Ccorrup- 
tion in their Offices, cauſing ſome to bee thruſt our,and others grieuouſly fined, as Sit 
Henry Greene,andSir William Skipwith, Amo,Regi39. He bettered alſothat forme of 
publike Iuſtice which his grand-father firſt began (and which remaines to this day) 
making alſo excellent lawes for the ſame. 2. His regard to the obſeruation of Order 
amongſt his people,witnes ſo many lawes, as were made to reſtray ne them for Exceſ- 
ſes in all kinds. 3. His loue to his ſubiets, wasexpreſt in the often caſing of their grie- 
uances,and his willingneſle to giue them all faire ſatisfa&tion as appeares by the conti- | 
nuall granting of the due obſeruation of their Charters in moſt of his Parliaments. And 
when(Amo,Reg.14-.) they were iealous,vpon his afſuming the title of the Kingdome 
of France,leaſt England ſhould therby come ro be vnder the ſubie&ion of thar crowne, 
as being the greater, hee tocleare them of that doubr,paſſed a Statute, in the firmeſt 
manner could bz deuifed,that this Kingdon:e ſhould remaine intyre as before, without | 
any violation of the rights1t had. 

Prouident he was in all his ations,ncuer vndertaking any thing before hee had firſt 
furniſhed himſelfe wich meanesto performe it. And therein his ſubie&s allowed him 
more with leſſe adoe,then cuer any of his Predeceffors had : and hee as fairely ifſucd 
what he receiued from them,hauing none other priuate vent of profuſion,then his en- 
terpriſes for aduancing the ſtare,and honour of the Kingdome. True it isthat moſt at- 
tent and carefull he was to get monies,burt yer it was without the Sackage of any man, 
ſuch as his grand-father madevpon the Officers of 7«ſtice,the Iewes and officers. 

For his gifts we finde them not ſuch as either hurt his owne fame and reputation,or 
any way diſtaſted the ſtate. To beſhort,he was a Prince who knew his worke, and did 
ic:andtherefore washe better obeyed,bctter reſpeted and ſerued then any of his Pre- 
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| His Workes of Pictie were great and many, as the founding of Eaf-minſter, an Ab- 

bay(of the Cifteaux Order) neere the Towre. An Abbey for Nunnes at Derford. The 
Kings Hall in Cambridge for poore Schollers, An Hoſpital! for the poore at (7% «5. The? 
building of Saint Stephans Chappell at weſtminſfter , with the endowmerit of 300. 
pound, per ann, tothat Charch. His augmenting the Chappell at 1Windfor,and pro- n 
nifions there for Church-men, and 24. poore Knights, &c, Theſe were his publique 


| 
| 


His workes 
of P:eiy. 


Workes, the beſt Monuments and moſt laſting to glorifte the memorie of Princes. Higpuildings 
Befides theſe, hispriuate buildings are great and manyzas the Caftle of Windſor, which on, 
he re-edified and enlarged; The Caſtle of ©umborow, Foctifications at Calars and 0- 
ther places. 

His magnificence was ſhewed in his Triamphes and Feaſts , which were ſumpto- | ,.. | 
ouſly celebrated , withall due Rites and Ceremonies, the preſeruers of Reuerence ;commngaed 


Fortunate he was allo in his Wife , a Ladie of excellent vertue , who though ſhee | His Wife, and 
brouzht him little or none Eſtate, ſhe brought him much content , ſome benefic by Al. | Þis Sue. 


| 21:4 his Grand- father Edward the firſt, the beſt of our Kings had the two beſt Wiues, 


of wales, Lionel Duke of (larance, Iohn Duke of Lancaſter , Edmond Earle of Cam- 
bridge, after Duke of Yorke, and T homas of Woodjtocke , which became Duke of Gls- 
cefter. Foure daughters (of fine the bare )liued to be marryed. J1/abe!the eldeſt, ro 1:- 
gelram Lord of Coney, Earle of Soifſons, and Beaford, Toanto «Alphonſo 11. King of 
{aftile, but ſhe dyed before ſhe lay with him. Afary, to Iohn Aonfort Duke of Brit- 
rame, Margaret, to John Haſtings , Earle of Pemwrooke, and ſhee allo dyed without 
Iflue. | 

Thus haue we ſecne the end of this great Xing : who, how he came to the Crowne, 
we know, and now how he left it wee fee : in both are conſiderations of 1mportance. 
His ſtepping ouer his Fathers head to come to his throne,though it were not his faulr, | 
yet had it apuniſhment and that ina moſt high kinde : For,hauing fo plentifull,and ſo 
able an Iſſne Male, he had not yet a ſonne of his owne tofit on his Seate - but left the 
ſame (worſe then he found it) to a Childe of eleuen yeeres of age, expoſedto the Am- 
.| bition of Vncles, which ouer weighed him : to a factious and diſcontented State at 
home : to broken and diſtracted inheritances abroad : hiniſelte hauing feene all his 
great gettings,purchaſed with ſq much expence, trauaile, and blood-ſhed, rent cleane 
from him, and nothing remaining,but onely the poore Towne of Calais, To thzw thar 
our Bounds are preſcribed vs,and a Pillar ſet by him who beares vp the Heauens, 
which we are not to tranſpaſſe, 
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Theend of the Life, and Raigne of Edward thethira, 
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T! Huzs farre bowl brought this Collettion, of our Hi- 

flory, and am now come tothe higheſt exaltation of 
| this Kingdome, toa State full built, to a Gonernment rea- 
red vp with all thoſe maine ( | ouplemerits of Forme and 
Order, as haue held'it together ener ſince: notwithſtanding 
thoſe dlapidation __ by our ciuill diſcord, by the No- 
nage Or negligence of Princes , by the thor ations of 'Re- 
ligion , by all thoſe corruptions which T ime hath brought 
pan to fret and canker-eate the ſame. «And here Ileaue, 
vnleſſe by this which is done T finde incouragement to goe 
0n. 
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mas ents, the Mothers of our Kings, by 
>, Whom 1s continued the bleſsing of| | 
al > ſucceſſion that preſerues the King- 
as 7 $4 dome; hauing me parts running in 
; > the times wherein they liue, are hike- | 
wiſe intereſſed inthe Hiſtories thereof , which con-| = 
taine their memories and all that 1s left of them,when| | 
they... haue left to be-in-thts-world. And therefore to | 
you, great Queane of England (and the greater by] 
your loue to the nation, and the bleſſing you haue 
| [brought forth for the continuation of the future good 
thereof ) doe I your humbleſt ſeruant addrefle this 
peece of our Hiſtory; which,as 1t is a worke ofmine, 
appertaines of right to your Mateſtie, being for the 
molt part done vnder your Roofe, F WET.. g my at-| | 
tendance-vpon your facet perſon and Fence I 
| ſhall come to bee an entire worke, and merit any 
| [acceptation in the world, it muſt remaine among 
J- |the memonals of you, ad your time, as brought | 
forth vnder the ſplendor of your poodnes, How- ' 
ſoeuer, this Wal op is done ſhall yet ſhew how de- 
firous | haue beene to lay out my time and in- 
Tufty as farre as my —_ would extend ;to doe 
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+6 your Maicſtie, and .my Country eruice 1n this 
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Certaine Aduertiſementsto the Reader. 


7 Hu Peece of our Hiſtory, which here I di- 
N| #ulge not, but impart privately to ſuch Wor- 


5) thy perſons as bauc faxoured my indeauors| 
al herein, (hould long fince haue beene much 


' (= on, Preface; and all the Complements of a 
JA] Booke,had my Health and Metmes beene E 


wiſe, 1 muſt intreate my Friends, to be content 10 \ be: payd- by'peeces, 


| | wellas nothing ſuffices the appetite of my care herein.” 1 had ——__ 


A 3 Stephen; 
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XUM 


TO THE READER: 


Stephen; 1 haue efpecially followed William Malmsbury,Ingulphus, 
Roger Houueden, Huntingdon, with all ſuch Colleions, as haue | 
beene made out of others for thoſe times. In the Lines of Hcnry 

the Second,Richard the Fir}, lohn,aud Henry the Third : Giraldus 

Cambrenſis,Ruſhanger, Mac. Paris, Mart. Weltminſt.Nich. Triuet, 

Caxton,and others. Inihe Lines of Edward the Firſ}, Edward the 

|  Second,and Third : Froiſlart and Walſingham, with ſuch collefions 

as by Polydore Virgile, Fabian, Grafton, Hall, Holingſhead, 

Stow and Speed, diligent and famous Trauailorsin the ſearch of our 

Hiſtory, haue beene made and diuulged to the world. For forrayne buf;- 

neſſes ( eſpecially with France, where we had moſt to doe) 1 haue for 
Awhors, Paulus AEmilius, Haillan, Tillet, and others, without: 
whom we cannot truely conderſtand our owne affaires. And where 0- 
| therwiſe I haue had any ſupplyes extraordinary, either out of Record, 
| or ſuch Inſtruments of State,as I could procure, 1 hane giuen a true ac- 
count of thems inthe Margin. So that the Reader ſhall be ſure to be payd 
with no counterfeit (oyne,he ſuch as ſhal hanethe Stampe of Antiquitie, 
the approbation of Teſtimony, andthe allowance of Authority, ſofarre 
| 411 ballproceed herein. 

And for that I would haws thit Brewiarie t0 paſſe with an -on-imterrup- 
| ted delinery of the eſpeciall affaires of the Kingdome ( withow mn- 
broyling the memory of the Reader ) I haue in a body apart, conder the 
title of an Appendix, Collefred all Treaties, Letters, Articles,Charters, 
Ordinances, Imtertainments, prouifions of Armies, buſineſſes of Com- 
meree, with other paſſages of State appertayning to our Hiſtory; which 
aſſoone as I baue meanes to Print ſhall, for the better ſatisfying of ſuch 
Worthy perſons,as may make 'vſc of ſuch Materials; accompany this Col- 
leftion : and tozhir Appendix, I have made references in the Margin, 
as occaſion requires. 

For the Worke it ſelf+,4 can chalenge nothing therein but onely the 
ſowing it together,and the obſeruation of thoſe neceſſary circumſtances, 
and inferences whichthe Hiſtory naturally miniſters : defirous to deli-| 
wer things done,in as euen, and quict a1 order, as ſuch an heape will 
permit, withous quarrelling with the Belecte of Antiquity, deprauing 
| zhe aftions of other Nations to aduance our owne, or keeping backs 
thoſe Reaſons of State they bad, for what they did in thoſe times: hol- 
ding it fitteſt and beſt agreeing with integritie ( the chiefeſt duty of a; 
Writer ) to leaue things t0 their  owne Fame, and #he Cenſure therrof 

, £0 


— 
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TO THE READER: 


10 the Reader, as being hit part rather then mine, who ans onely to 
recite things done, not to rule them. 

Now for the errors herein committed, either by mine owne miſtakings, 
or the Printers ouerfight, I muſt craue a pardon of courſe; itua Fate 
common to Bookes and Booke-men, and wee cannot auoide it : For be- 
| fdes our owne faylings , we muſt heere take vp many things vpon other 
mens credits,which often comes imperfett to our hands : as the ſummes 
| of Monies,numbers of Souldiers,$hippes, the ſlaine in Battayle, Compu-- 

zation of Times differences of Names and Tytles &c. wherein our Au- 
thors agree not. And it wereto be wiſhed that we had more aſſured notes 
oftheſe particulars then we haue , eſpecially for (ummes of Monies ( in 
regard it ſerues much for inflruftion) wherein I doubt many of our Col- 
leftors haue bene but ill Accountants, reckoning Markes for Pounds, and 
| Pounds for Markes. The C omputation of Times 1 not of (0 great mo-, 
ment, figures are eafily miſtaken; the 10. of July, andthe 6. of Auguſt, 
with a yeare ouer or rounder, makes not a man the wiſer in the buſ- 
neſſe then done,which 6; oncly that hee defires. But theſe things being but 
| of the By, the conderſlanding Reader will not much care to ſet at them, 
and therefore 1 referre him io the How of more importans con- 
federation. 


<7 


28 SpcciallPriuiledge, Licenceand Authority, is 
granted by the Kings Maieſtics Letters Pa- 
tents, vnto the' Author Sammel Daniel, one of 
> the Groomes of the Queencs Maicſtics moſt 
IV Honourable priuy Chamber, for him,his Exc- 
GEYIV<S cutors, Adminiſtrators, Aſsignes or Depurics, 
to Print, or cauſcto be Imprinted, and to ſell aſsigne, and dif: 
poſe, tohis,or their bencfit, This Booke, intituled, The Colleftion 
of the Hiſtory of England, with an Appendixto the ſame, hercaftcr 
to bee printed. Streighrly forbidding any other to imprint or 
cauſe to be imprinted,to import, vttcr orſell, or cauſero be im- 
ported,vttered, or ſolde, thefayd Booke or Bookes, or any part 
thereof, withinany of his Maicſtics Dominions,vpon paine of 
his Maicſtixs high diſpleaſure, and to forfcit Fiuc pounds law- 
full Engliſh Monic for cucry fuch Beoke or Bookes, or any 
partthereof, printed, imported, vitered; or ſolde, contrary to 
the meaning of this ———_ belides the forfeiture of the ſaid 
Booke,Books,&c.as morcar largeappearcth by kis Maicſtics ſaid 
Lettes Parents, dated at Weſtminſter, the 11. of March, inthe 15. 
= 'y his Reigne of England, and of Scotland the one and 
IITICTN. | 
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hd led by Samyni Daxyyas,, one of 1 hae 
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=, che fic Brigzifh Kings,as-cheycore regiſtiedt in 
2 hut finding go authentical\varranc howthey came there, 4-did 
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|| paene + Forhad wenbe particularoceurren of allages,andallnaiions:, = 
] tolls, bur not better our vnderftanding. _ _- ſill the ſame corre = 
| ciesz@hold in rhe aQiqns of men a Venues ,; ices the-fame; thoughrifing; an 
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"_ yet, for that the chaine of this colleQion hath a link of depeadencie with thoſe 
former times, we ſhall ſbew the paſſage of chings the berter - if wee take bur a ſuper. 
eajajonet hat d vocertai Jcnlogal fateof this Land, fincethe candle of 


was, fincc thi: Rowans made it 2 tri- 


the Empire. 'For before, as i fay ſecluded our of the way, fo it 
of the world. For /elins Ceſar, becing bur on the 0- 
information of the ate of Brie. 


berg apa couſd nar Srabl o n panioger 


i 2” " bg ey could, 5 og : het ſo incurious were 
then what: ed theirerade , or the people here fo 
warie to ke ran Rate reſerued and vaknowne to ſtrangers. And yet Ceſar gaue our, | 
tharthey ſub-ayded the Gawles againſt him,and made it the occaſion of his quarrell,and 
inuafion of the Land,whereofhee only ſubduedrhe South parts, and rather ſhewed it, 

then won it to the Rewer Empire. 

Ber now; what wys the flate, and forme of ment among the Brittaives be- 
fore this ſubictipn, rhe firſt qertaine noxice weehaue (is alſo by the ſame Ceſar) who 
tells vs how'chey werb deuided into mafiy ſcueraltſiates: nominates foure Princes of 


Kqve by the title of ior Ki $: how Caſſmellamas, by the common councell wasgleRted, 
ierths & , to haue the —_ admipiſtration of the $rare, 
with Fol ne-3; warre : and afterward , clries ſent their hoſtages vnto 


him. " by w ive it was noMonarchie, as it is reported to haue 'beene, 
ir FD abr Ares 'whom It was then one in religion (and-much a like in 
faſhion;and language) deuided into & multitude of petty regiments, withouc apy en- 
tire rule, or combination. As now ,Wee- ING world ( latcly diſcovered) 

| to be, and generally all other Countries areia thei and eyuall ie nakednefle, | 
before they come robetaken in; ante heyy mn —— from abroad , or | 
grow to head within thetnſUhes, of firehg: gro ouer-maiſter, end 

diſpoſe of all about them; i ſuch' Cowie 2s atnbition, or their other 


neces ſhall lbeger,. And! 5nd was A the ſtare of of Bohn Gaule, Speine, Ger= 

Term like yrgunany farts .xnloc} SY 
pet Andfuch as were chin Elm i Ge 
tharrottelly of the flavo 


row cance; ab I} = => 
the invention offuch Steger of the piefſcpr 
had there beene arr «bſokre Monarch in theſe parts, 


Cuſtomes they fee in vie; 
whichmight affrpnred the'R; vows gb a Well-vnited finre,*ie- -had: 


ble for: chem'ha Imes' tHuch to' doe even" wich: fone” } 
}:r — with all eveit fits 

y of thewetldin fuck ſorties they did; ""'Atrd | 
had not that fire-brand of letters , mes, 
| wed they more uſtandbonet, forchowthe flege of von mert' ag tn2 Th; 
| aanjmous (ang touctic with as true @ſenſe of honour; and WorthineNe) a5: chemſclues. 

. Buv nofirme combinementsr& thayne them rogerhier in: their publiq erg 
gers , they [ay lboſerothe aduantogevf the tommiontcmemy+y wrking vpon th 
ans, and cmulations;vſuallto ſuch dinifions ; nd Were made rave) Molar og 
| owne:{ubiction- > farwinlſt ay ecreart apr the- whole was oniere 


' come, 1910 CHOUES 
: Sqahar ich wherrwedit the of theten eattnacds fuledramis 
Caſſevellemn! (in2 line of abſolueKing: can be'ctared, T docnorſee; and thetefore! 


etelitors, :according-r6' the ſubſivyee 6f 
being buy foreport ,' Traght 


; will lene ir onthebooke to fach ab 
their voderſtanding, And yet, er —_ pardon fevft be 
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| their whole authority depending on hat Empice ; 


| gifts and tributes,and the rather;for that as yer , = had found no other weight of 
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| The firſt notice of the Brittames wnder the Romanes. 2 


”y 


contend, if I makethis inquiric : how the memorie of choſe former rimes, 
— preſerued and delivered n. poſteritic , if they had notthe vſc of letters in 
this Land (as-it ſeemes by all probability chey bad not) before rhey were introduced 
by the Romans; who (ſure would haue giuen vs notice thereof) had rhey found them 
here ac their comming, and eſpecially of ſchools and the Greeke tongue, reporced to 
| haue beene planted here for many ages before : bur they tell vs of no ſuch thing : they 
informe vs how the Drapdes , who werethe miniſters of Religion and Juſtice,the eſpe- 
ciall men of knowledge)commirted nor their myſteries t6 writing ,bur d: liuered them 
by tradirion , whereby the memorie ofthem afrer their ſuppreſſion(firſt by Augnſimr, 
and after by Clandixs) came wholly to periſh with them. Which,had they had lerrers 
and bookes, could neuer by all the power and authoricle of the Rowan State , beene fo 
vererly extin,but that we ſbould haue heard ſomething more of :them, . : 
Beſides ir is trange how the Greeke tongue , and the knowledge of Philoſophie, 
ſhould be brough hither ſo farre off, and ſo ſoone; ſeeing ic waslate(as Liwg ſaith) be- 
fore it came into /talie,being ſo necre arhand. Moreouer,it 18 confiderable,how it 
made thattranſimigration , wherher by Sea or Land? By Sea, Herewles had fer Pillars 
chat ſhut vp the world, many ages after, for paſſivg char way. If by Land,Germ#y,and 
ocher Countries on that fide, would haue taken ſome part in the pafſing : but Germ 
then, we finde had no letters at all;only Me ſeilies,a Colonic of the Greekes beinginr 6 
midway,might be a gate, toletit into Gewle,and ſo hither : bur they ſay the Merſeillans 
vſed onely Greceke CharaCters at firſt, bur for their priuate accompts and contracts in 
rraffique,and no otherwiſe, Sothar it ſeemes then , the Brittaoves receiued firſt letters 
(with their ſubieRion) from the Romeves, and Agricole, Przfe& ofthe Prouince vader 
Domitian,cauſed them heere to be taught, (as Cornelins Tacitas, his ſonne in law ) re- 
«ports yponthis occaſion. Adaice was rakengfayth he, rhes the people diſperſed rude, and 
<« ſo, apt to rebellion, ſhould bee innreq to eaſe and quiet by their pleaſures:an1 therefore they ex- 
« berted prinatly,aud ayded them pubblely to rhe building of Temples, Bourſes, Pallaces:com- 
« mnendaug whone they found ing the wewilling fo that the emulation of ho 
<nar was for neceſſity:then they cauſed ——_— nens ſons ts be taught the bberall Scien- 
« ces,extolling their wits for learning abowe the aules,iwſo much art who lately ſcorned 
&« the Romane torge,,ew defired eloquence. Hereupou grow oy habits in honor, the Gowne fre- 
© quent and by degrees,a generall collepſion into thoſe ſoftnings of vices, faire houſes, bates 4nd 
« delicate banquets, and that, by the ignorant, was termed bnmanity when it was a part of ſer- 
uitade. Thus far he acquaiots vs with the introduftion ,and cauſe ofthe Romane learning 
in this Land. Which(bad it had the Greeks ronge,ſo many hundred yeares before) would 
haue beene as forward in the hiberall Sciences,as the Rowawer , and not needed this c- 
mollition by learning. Philoſophy would haue preparedthem toa ſufferance of ſubie- 
Aion,that they could not haue beene {0 vuiuerſally rude, and barbarous asthey arere- 
rted co haue beene, So that I feate me,of all char lies beyond this time , we can haue 
letters forall the aſſurance they can make , breake faith with vs in the information of 


eſe) let it be iadgeds | 
oy en Arne Face, (which ſcemes to be all that amounts to our knowledge 


of the State of Brizteine)wefinde it,during the Domigiation'of the Romans,goucrned by 
; T Kings of the Britiſh Nation;they were tribucary,and had 
CT lope wer pcs farne Tacirws faich 
| :- cyſtome to haue Kings the inſtruments of ſeruitude : ſpeaking of Co. 

made ” _— Clandins gaue hs Cities in Brittawme,withiithe of King. Fornow 
after Ceſar bad opened the pafſage,andimadetriburary ſo much, 'is he fubdued;the reft 
could notlong hold our , againſt char all-incompaſſing State of Rowe :althovgh turing 
the time of their ciuill warres,and changeof nt, from'a Republique roa Mo- 
narchie;this Country lay neglefted,the ſpace of twenty yeares: yer,ifrer" Anguſtar had 
ſerled the ſoueraignty , and poſſeſt allthe wide obedience of that Empire, the Princes 
and Citries of I to be enforced)came in of their owneaccord, with their 


ſub- 


noother.intelligence,but by tradition. Which how we may credit for ſo long paſt(when | 


Cic.in Ep.ad 
Atticum,vb 
belli Britannics 
exitum expetia- 
ri ſeribit ,nul- 
liss ex ea ſperm 
prede, nifiex 
mancipys,ait, 
ex quib us nullss 
puto re;huterts, 
aut muſicis eru- 
ditos expeftare. 
Et lib.de Nat, 
Deorum,naris 
eos cum $cithis 
barbariet inſs- 
mulat. 
Ingenio Gallorii 
partim fimiles 
ſunt,partim (im. 
pliciores or ma- 
gis barbart, 
Strabs lib.g. 
And it was af- 
ter the ſub- 
iecion of 
Gaule thar 
they intertay- 
ned Philoſo- 
phers,and 
Phificions for 
blique Rea- 
; and be- 
Came a 
ſchoole for 
thoſe parts as 
We may pcr- 
ceine by Stra- 
bolibro 3- 


Noſtra etate,$n 
quit Straboylib, 
4-Regulorum 
quidem Britini- 
corum,legatio. 
nibss & of ficys 
amicitiam Au- 
guſti Cz. 


